
First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the  

free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

 Judge Murray Gurfein, Pentagon Papers case, June 17, 1971: 
“The security of the Nation is not at the ramparts alone. Security also lies in the value of 
our free institutions. A cantankerous press, an obstinate press, a ubiquitous press must be 

suffered by those in authority in order to preserve the even greater values of  
freedom of expression and the right of the people to know.” 
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More than 1800 registered for the 52nd Fairhaven Father’s Day Road Race on 6/21/26, with 1650 finishing. ABOVE: Runners fill Adams 
Street at the start. See page 12 for story. Photo by Beth David.

Road race registers more than 1800



Michelle and Barack 
Obama: Ahhhhh....we needed 
that. Intelligent, well spoken, 
respectful, thoughtful, upbeat, 
kind...and good looking too. 

Ahhhh...we needed that.  
I encourage you all (yeah, 

yeah, not wasting my time 
with some of you) to find 
some coverage online, coverage with video. See what 
it’s like to have thoughtful people with functioning 
frontal lobes AND functional emotions speak about the 
greatness of this nation, of us, of humankind. 

Hear what joyful laughter sounds like from people 
enjoying each other’s company, not sneering and 
berating, but just laughing and joking around.  

Watch and hear a person of substance say, 
“Everybody counts. Everybody matters” [Barack 
Obama]. 

Learn what our entire existence as a nation is about 
in one sentence by our classy, handsome, smart, former 
president: “No one is above the law or beneath its 
protection.” Hell, just listen to coherent sentences, 
bunches of them all in a row.  

And Michelle, arguably better than him: “That’s 
where the truth of this country lies. Not in grabbing as 
much as we can get for ourselves...but in the 
overwhelming goodness, the relentless striving, the 
quiet dignity that is inside all of us.” 

And this perfection: “Hope is all we have. It is the 
essential spark that lights the fire of change. Hope is a 
choice. Whether or not we use our voices to speak up is 
a choice.” 

I choose hope. And I hope you do, too.  
I know this can’t last forever, this cruel regime we are 

all stuck under. And I choose to hope that it will end 
soon. 

And... 
This weekend the summer festivals are here (see 

page 3), including: Homecoming, the big one, with all 
kinds of yummy foods by the nonprofits and so much 
more; Tours of our magnificent high school; Fairhaven’s 
Got Pride event, on Sunday; Full Bloom Festival on 
Sunday. See pages 5, 11, 22 for more events. 

Acushnet is having its Town Meeting on Monday, see 
page 8 for that. 

Fairhaven had a select board meeting and Romano is 
the chairperson...ah, the young’un is like almost grown 
up, huh? See page 4 for that. 

There’s more in here of  course, but it’s time to send 
this baby to the printer. 

Oh....one more thing: We have ONE more issue before 
our summer break, so if you have any events to 
promote, send ‘em in pronto! 

Thumb through to find all the other great stuff in 
here. Be sure to notice who our advertisers are so you 
can tell them you saw their ads 
in the Neighb News. 

Until next week then, see ya, 
Glory to Ukraine! 

Glory to the Heroes!
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Weekend packed with events: Homecoming, Pride, Full Bloom

Deadline approaching to join July 4 parade: USA’s 250th
Press Release 

Registration is still open for this 
year’s monumental milestone — the 
Semiquincentennial (250th Anniver -
sary) of the United States! To 
celebrate this historic occasion, the 
July 4th Celebration Team is planning 
an unforgettable day of patriotism, 
pageantry, and community pride. If 
you have already signed up, Thank 

you! If not, secure your spot by June 26. 
We are also thrilled to announce 

that the Fairhaven Veterans Services 
Office is proudly sponsoring this 
year’s landmark event! 

Our goal for MA250: Fairhaven’s 
Revolutionary Fourth is to host a 
record-breaking number of marchers, 
floats, and vintage vehicles. Whether 
you represent a local business, a 

neighborhood, a non-profit, a youth 
sports team, or just want to march 
with your family, we want you to be a 
major part of it! 

Schedule of Events: 8 a.m., Flag 
Raising ceremony; 8:45 a.m., Antique 
Car Cruise; 9 a.m. Parade steps off; 10 
a.m. Fort Phoenix Ceremouy  

Learn more  at https://tinyurl.com/ 
bdzm95vw 

Old Colony vote fails again

Eric Sylvia

774-849-0425 
Licensed Electrician for 35 Years • Lic: 13901A

Commercial & Residential • MA/RI/CT 
Upgrades • Repairs 

Emergency Calls • New Installation 
Renovation & Re-models • Service Calls

Sylvia Electric — Powerful Service

By Beth David 
Editor 

A ballot question to fund a new 
$288.7 million building for Old Colony 
Regional Voca tional Technical High 
School failed for the second time in 
six months. All five communities in 

the district voted on 6/20/26. The 
measure had to pass by an aggregate 
of the votes, but lost 3,780–2,275. 
Only Mattapoisett voted to approve 
the spending.  

Acushnet’s vote was an over -
whelm ing no, 1604–317 with 22% of 

the electorate voting.  
Carver voted 254–241 against; 

Lakeville voted against, 903–680; 
Mattapoisett voted yes, 459–188; 
Rochester voted no, 831–579. 

Learn more about the project at 
https://oldcolonybuildingproject.com

Fairhaven will be hopping this 
weekend with the annual Home -
coming Day Fair on Saturday, and 
Fairhaven’s Pride event and Full 
Bloom Festival on Sunday. 

Homecoming Day Fair 
The 48th Annual Homecoming Day 

Fair, proudly sponsored by the 
Fairhaven Improvement Association, 
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, 
will be held in the heart of Fairhaven 
on Sat., 6/27, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The Fairhaven Homecoming Day 
Fair, a cherished tradition with roots 
dating back to 1903, was envisioned 
in 1975 by a group inspired by the 
Fairhaven Colonial Fair. This vision 
led to our beloved event, named the 
Homecoming Day Fair. 

Featuring over 150 booths show -
casing talented artisans and crafters 
from across New England. From 
exciting kids’ activities to nostalgic 

fire engine rides, immerse yourself in 
a day filled with art, delicious food, 
lively music, and captivating live 
entertainment. Embrace the spirit of 
community and tradition. 

Visit https://www.fairhaven 
improvement. org/ or email: 
Fairhavenhomecoming@ gmail.com 

FHS Tours 
Fairhaven High School Alumni 

President Bob Foster '66 has been 
leading guided tours through the 1906 
building since 2009. Normally six 
tours are offered from late June to 
mid-July. The tours are FREE and start 
in the Rotunda of the main entrance 
on the Huttleston Ave side of the 
building and last between 90 - 120 
minutes. Admission is free and we ask 
that you arrive 10-15 minutes before 
the start time. The 2026 tours will be 
conducted on the following dates: 

Sat     June 27, 2026    10:00 am 

Sat     June 27, 2026    12:00 pm 
Wed   July 01, 2026     10:00 am 
Thur   July 09, 2026     10:00 am 
Wed   July 15, 2026     10:00 am 
Tue    July 21, 2026     10:00 am 

Fairhaven’s Got Pride 
Celebrating love, unity, and 

community. Sun., 6/28, 11 am.–4 p.m.. 
Fairhaven Town Hall, 40 Center St. 

Featuring a full day of joy, connec -
tion, and celebration; live entertain -
ment; music; beer garden; vendors. 

Fairhaven’s Got Pride is more than 
an event: It’s a celebration of who we 
are, a day to stand together, honor 
our journey, and embrace the vibrant 
spirit of our LGBTQ+ community. 
Everyone is welcome. Everyone 
belongs. 

Find Fairhaven’s Got Pride on 
Facebook for updates.  

cont’d on page 5

https://tinyurl.com
https://www.fairhavenimprovement.org/
https://www.fairhavenimprovement.org/
https://www.fairhavenimprovement.org/
http://gmail.com
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By Beth David 
Editor 

The Fairhaven Select Board voted 
to reorganize at its meeting on 
6/22/26, choosing a chairperson, vice 
chair, and clerk. Andrew Romano was 
voted in as chairperson unanimously. 

Andrew Saunders nominated new -
comer, Rick Trapilo, for vice chair, 
and Mr. Trapilo seconded the motion.  
Then Mr. Romano nominated Natalie 
Mello for Vice Chair, seconded by 
newcomer Pam Kuechler. The vote 
for Mr. Trapilo failed 3-2; Ms. Mello 
was voted in as VC 4-0, with Mr. 
Trapilo abstaining. Ms. Kuechler was 
voted in unanimously as clerk. 

Mr. Romano opened the meeting 
saying he looked forward to thought -
ful but passionate discussions. The 
board will have a lot of challenging 
decisions to make, he said, and the 
five of them have very diverse 
backgrounds.  

There will be times when they 
disagree, but “we will do our best to 
lead by example,” he said and then 
move on to the parade and, shaking 
hands and being happy. 

The board also voted on the Select 
Board protocols, with some discus -
sion about whether or not to change 
how they handle public comments 
and comments from the public about 
listed agenda items. 

The board discussed the pros and 
cons of limiting public input on items 
that are not public hearings. 

In the end the board decided to 
leave the discretion up to the chair. 
The public comment period will 
remain the same.’ 

The board also discussed a 
proposal made by a citizen to fund 
the Tourism Department with dona -
tions to a gift account.  

Fairhaven Cable TV employee, 
Todd Migliacci, would take on some 
of the responsibilities of the soon-to-
be-defunct department, but some 
duties would not get done or would 
be spread out among departments. 

The Tourism/Economic Develop -
ment office, aka, Discover Fairhaven, 
is responsible for a variety of public 
events, and administering all town 
social media accounts. The depart -
ment was eliminated in the FY27 
budget due to cuts. The Proposition 
2 1/2 override would have restored 
the department, but the measure 
failed at the ballow box.  

Board members expressed skep -

ticism about the wisdom and logistics 
of the idea. 

Cathy Melanson, chair of the 
Economic Development Committee, 
spoke in favor of funding the depar -
tment through donations with Mr. 
Migliacci as the staff person. Erin Carr 
also spoke in favor, saying many 
people who voted against the 
override would be happy to donate to 
keep the department open. 

Both Ms. Melanson and Ms. Carr 
said they were confident the town 
could get corporate sponsors to pay 
for the department and events. 

Mr. Romano said any nonprofit 
could step forward and sponsor the 
events that Discover Fairhaven was 
running.  

In the end, the board took no vote. 
The department will be closed as of 
July 1. 

In another matter, the board also 
held off on creating a budget working 
group, an idea Mr. Trapilo talked 
about on the campaign trail. 

Mr. Trapilo, who has a corporate 
background and advocates for the 
town to be run like a business, said he 
was hoping to get a budget forecast 
and balance sheet for the next three 
to five years. 

He said the budget group would 
look at ways for the town to save 
money and look for new revenue 
sources. 

Mr. Trapilo reiterated his campaign 
message that the municipal financial 
model is broken.  

Board members had a variety of 
concerns with the idea, not least of 
which was that the new working 
group would be stepping on the toes 
of the Finance Committee. 

Town Administrator Keith Hickey, 
helped to articulate Mr. Trapilo’s 
vision, saying he was looking at 
macro solutions: large savings and 
large revenue sources. 

Mr. Trapilo said he wanted a fresh 
look at things and thinking outside 

the box.  
Resident Eleanor Chew voiced her 

concern that the board was talking 
about a 10-page document that mem -
bers of the public had no access to, 
all while they were talking about 
transparency. 

In the end, the board voted to table 
the matter until the next meeting so 
Mr. Trapilo can gather more informa -
tion for the board, and the 10-page 
document can be added to the online 
packet available to the public for the 
next meeting.  

During the public comment period, 
Ann Espindola told the board that the 
stench from the Wastewater Treat -
ment Plant in the neighborhood was 
“absolutely horrendous” for more 
than 17 hours. She said she filed five 
separate complaints using the online 
form available through the Board of 
Health. 

She said it had been the worst day 
in the 27 years they have lived there. 
Even her four-year-old grandson 
asked what smelled so disgusting. 

Ms. Espindola acknowledged that 
the jurisdiction is mostly with the 
Board of Health, but asked if there 
was anything at all that the SB or 
Town Administrator could do to help. 

In another matter, the board 
decided to hold off on board and 
committee appointments. After some 
discussion about whether or not 
people knew they could apply to be 
appointed to the various boards, the 
SB decided to hold off until 
September. Ms. Kuechler said she was 
not comfortable reappointing people 
blindly, without any information on 
their participation history or their 
background. 

The board encourages all residents 
to look at the existing committees 
and boards on the town website and 
apply to be appointed even if their 
are no openings. 

The board will discuss the new 
procedure at the next meeting on 
7/13, with the goal of making the 
appointments at their first September 
meeting. 

In other business, the board voted 
to issue a proclamation recognizing 
the 36th anniversary of the American 
with Disabilities Act, to “celebrate 
and recognize the progress that has 
been made by reaffirming the 
principles of equality and inclusion 
and recommitting our efforts to reach 
full ADA compliance.” 

Romano voted to chairperson; SB passes on tourism funding

 
...the board also held off on 

creating a budget working 

group, an idea Mr. Trapilo 

talked about on the  

campaign trail. 
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AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS

Full Bloom Fest 
Full Bloom Festival uplifts the com -

mu nity for the 6th year in a row with 
this music & arts Free Family event!  

On June 28 at Cushman park in 
Fairhaven, MA. The day will kick off at 
10:00 am with a Donation based 
Family Yoga class to benefit this 
year’s charity, The Sound of a Smile.   

There will be activities, vendors, 
and special events all day from 10 am 
to 8 pm. We have live music from 
several local bands including, 
Immuter, Spoiler Alert, Touch of Grey, 
Brainwheel, and more!   

As always there will be endless 
options for the kids at this event! 
Bring the family, bring a blanket and a 
picnic, and get ready to spend the day 
in community! 

Kids Reading Prog 
Start Your Summer with iREAD 

2026: Plant a Seed, Read. The 
Millicent Library is excited to 
announce the launch of its summer 
reading program, iREAD 2026: Plant a 
Seed, Read, beginning June 27th.  

This year’s theme embraces the 
inspiring concept of farm to table, 
connecting the nourishing power of 
food with the enriching power of 
stories.  

Whether you’re planting literal 
seeds in a garden or planting ideas 
through books, join us starting June 
27th to discover how reading can 
nourish your mind and help you grow 
in new and exciting ways.  

For more information on signing up 
for upcoming events, visit https:// 
millicentlibrary.org/events-calendar, 
45 Center St., Fairhaven; call the 
library at 508-992-5342, email athiel@ 
sailsinc.org. 

Porch/Door Contest 
Hosted by the Fairhaven Improve -

ment Association and Fairhaven 
Historical Society, this community 
decorating contest encourages resi -
dents and businesses to celebrate 
America’s 250th anniversary through 
patriotic porch and door displays 
throughout Fairhaven.  

Three awards will be presented for 
outstanding residential displays.  

Businesses are encouraged to 
participate as part of the community 
celebration, but are not eligible for 
prize awards.  

Judging will take place on Monday, 
June 29.  

Winners will be announced Friday, 
July 3 on the Fairhaven Improvement 
Association and Fairhaven Historical 
Society Facebook pages.  

Enter at https://tinyurl.com/ 
nhe6xhpz or email fairhaven 
homecoming@gmail.com for link.  

WIIA Breakfasts 
Join the West Island Improvement 

Association for a buffet breakfast on 
Sun., 7/5, from 8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., WI 
Commu nity Center, 41 Causeway Rd., 
West Island, Fairhaven. Includes 
scrambled eggs, pancakes, fruit, 
cereal, coffee and juice. $10/adults, 
$5/children under 12. Tickets at door. 
Accessible. 

Next Dates: 8/2, 9/6 

Outdoor Markets 
Fairhaven Farmers Market At the 

Bright Yellow Farm Stand, 151 Alden 
Rd, Fairhaven, Sundays, 10 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. through Oct. Visit www. 
fairhavenfarmersmarket.com or email 
allnaturalbeef@comcast.net.  

Farmers Market/Roxann’s Garden 
Center 189 Alden Rd, Sundays, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Local produce, baked goods, 
crafters, organic soap, and more. 

North Fairhaven Open Air Market 
Weekly on Saturdays through 
September from 10 AM to 3 PM at 
Livesey Park, corner Glenhaven and 
Parker, under the trees. This vibrant 
market features arts, crafts, farmers, 
antiques vendors, and food. The 
Open Air Market does not accept 
vendors of brand name, commercially 
made direct sales products. 

To learn more, email market 
manager Myles, NorthFairhaven 
Market@gmail.com. Visit  Facebook. 
com/NorthFairhavenMarket. 

SAVE THE DATES: 
Inclusive Beach Day 

Come join the Fairhaven Commis -
sion on Disability for our Second 
Annual Inclusive Beach Day, Fri., 8/7, 
Noon–3 p.m., at West Island Town 
Beach, Fir St., Fairhaven. (Rain date, 
8/21.) Beach passes are available 
through the Fairhaven Recreation 
Center. 

We look forward to bringing our 
community together for a fun, 
accessible, and inclusive day at the 
beach for individuals of all abilities 

and their families. 
Join us for an afternoon of beach 

fun and community connection. Good 
vibes in a welcoming and inclusive 
environment. Accessible beach mats 
and facilities will be available. 

All are welcome: come celebrate 
Disability Pride with us! 

Odor Complaints 
The Fairhaven Board of Health has 

created an online odor complaint 
form for those living near the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. This 
information will help town officials 
better understand when odors occur 
and evaluate whether additional 
mitigation measures are needed. 

If you are in the area of the 
treatment plant and notice strong 
odors, please consider taking a 
moment to file a report using the 
complaint form available on the Town 
of Fairhaven website at www. 
fairhaven-ma.gov. If you do not have 
access to the internet, you can call 
the Health Department at (508) 979-
4032.  Consistent feedback from 
residents will help the town identify 
patterns and respond more 
effectively. 

Solidarity 
Show solidarity every night in the 

streets to stop ICE and to STOP the 
ear in Iran. Visibilities will be held 
around the region in different 
municipalities each night until we 
remove the regime and abolish ICE.  

In Fairhaven, join us every Thurs. 
at 6 p.m., at the west corner of Rte. 6 
and Main Street, across from 
Fairhaven High School. 

Let’s show up in solidarit uto 
protect democracy and our freedom. 

Bring signs, friends, family, and 
neighbors. Play music, create art, 
read poetry, and chant. 

If everyone shows up when they 
can, there will be people in the streets 
every night. 

New Boater Law 
A new law in Massachusetts will 

bega 4/1 requiring all motorboat 
operators to complete a boating 
safety course. The law will be 
implemented in two phases: 

Visit https:// www.mass.gov/info-
details/massachusetts-boating-law-
summary or email boatsafetycourse@ 
mass.gov  

cont’d from page 3
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By Beth David 
Editor 

Scores of people showed up 
outside the to watch the annual duck 
race sponsored by the Acushnet 
Lions Club on 6/20/26. The club 
dropped 1,000 numbered ducks into 
the Acushnet River north of Rivers 
End Cafe and waited for them to go 
with the flow of the river, under 
Tarkiln Hill Road, to the back of NAPA, 
where they were retrieved.  

The first three to go through the 
finish line gap paid out real money to 
their adoptive parents: Ray Methot, 

first place ($1,000); Dennis Pratt, 
second place ($500); Brett Casey, 
third place ($200). Anyone could 
adopt a duck for $10 with all proceeds 
going to Lions Club charities. 

Meanwhile, at the Rivers End, Ernie 
and JoJo Medeiros set up an outdoor 
tap for the spectators. The bar has 
been closed since May 2, when it was 
Then there was a 

Work is underway inside to get the 
place up and running soon, said Mr. 
Medeiros. He said all the demolition 
has been finished, and they are in the 
rebuilding phase. They took the 
opportunity to make a few upgrades. 
including the bar, stools, tables, and 
one of the restrooms.  

“Then a fresh coat of paint,” he said. 
Lots of people have been helping. 
“Friends have been so supportive,” 

he said.  
There was a flare up four days after 

the original fire, which started in the 
building next door, and it was worse 
than the original damage. The words 
was from smoke and water. 

“It is awful,” said Andrea Methot. “I 
was sad. I didn’t want to tell my 
husband.”  

She said she thought of the board 

they had with mass cards of patrons 
who had passed away. Mr. Medeiros 
said it was undamaged and got 
salvaged. 

“It’s wrapped up, safe and sound,” 
he said. 

He hopes to open in just a few 
weeks. Find them on Facebook for 
updates.  

Acushnet Lions hold annual duck race

Press Release 
The Millicent Library is pleased to 

announce the completion of an 
accessibility signage project made 
possible through funding from the 
Henry H. Crapo Foundation. 

The project enhances accessibility 
and wayfinding throughout the 
library, creating a more inclusive 
environment for all patrons while 

addressing recommendations identi -
fied in the library’s recent ADA 
Transition Plan completed by the 
Institute for Human Centered Design. 

The Millicent Library undertook 
the project to improve navigation and 
access within its historic building. 
Prior to the improvements, the 
library faced challenges including a 
lack of proper designation signs with 

raised characters and Braille, insuffi -
cient tactile signage at emergency 
exits, and noncompliant character 
styles and text sizes on existing signs. 

With support from the Henry H. 
Crapo Foundation, the library has 
completed a significant overhaul of 
its interior signage. Enhancements 
include ADA-compliant designation 

Millicent Library enchances signage, fixes flag pole

MILLICENT: cont’d on page 21

LEFT: Sign enhancements at the Millicent Library in Fairhaven 
include some signs with raised letters and braille, made possible by 
a grant from the Henry H. Crapo Foundation. ABOVE: A Fairhaven 
firefighter sits at the end of the ladder of Ladder Truck 1 to reach the 
top of the Millicent Library flagpole to repair it. Submitted photos.

LEFT: Acushnet Lions Club members grab 
the winning ducks after they cross the 
finish line during the Acushnet Lions Club’s 
annual duck race on the Acushnet River on 
6/20/26. ABOVE: Little Weston Cioper 
spontaneously hands some flowers to Jr. 
Miss Apple Peach, Aubrey Souza. Photos 
by Beth David. 
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Submitted 
The Sustainability Committee 

broke ground on 6/17/26 on the new 
Sconticut Neck Native Plant Garden in 
Macomber & Pimental Park on 
Sconticut Neck. 

Red & Black Chokeberry and Paper 
Birch were purchased at Tree Talk 
Natives in Rochester through a Keep 

Mass Beautiful grant.  
The Committee will be working on 

the park, prepping the soil, etc. in the 
coming days. Additional plantings 
and signage will occur in late 
summer/early fall using additional 
Community Preservation funds. 

We are seeking additional grants to 
fund an ADA compliant path through 

the garden. 
The Committee hopes to host 

speakers from local native nurseries 
this fall as well. 

The Sustainability Committee is a  
Town of Fairhaven appointed Com -
mit tee that meets regularly.  

Learn more at https://fairhaven-
ma.gov/sustainability-committee/

Macomber Park gets spruced up

Jane Kalife Paul 
REALTOR©

508-971-9824

Platinum Club Member  
Representing the Top 5% 
of Jack Conway Agents 

PRICE JUST REDUCED 
TO $619,900 

33 Terry Drive, Dartmouth  
4 large sized bedrooms. 2 full baths  

Large Garage with loft  
Town water & sewer  

.39 Acre

PRICE REDUCED!LOCAL ART PRINTS 
available 

by Fairhaven artist 
John Vliet

By chance or appointment, 
message on Facebook if interested

The Young Clammers 11x14”

Members of the Fairhaven Sustainability Committee plant trees at Macomber & Pimental Park in Fairhaven on 6/17/26 to begin creating 
a Native Plant Garden. Submitted photos.



By Beth David 
Editor 

Acushnet Town Meeting will face 
35 articles on Monday, 6/29/26, 
including a tight budget that features 
more than $340K in cuts to a variety 
of departments, and two citizens 
petitions pertaining to the state’s new 
restrictive gun law. 

Mass. Chapter 135 of the Acts of 
2024 changes the state’s gun laws in a 
number of places, including prohibi -
tion of firearms in all municipal build -
ings and in parks, not just schools 
and polling places. The law has an 
opt-out provision for individual 
municipalities to exempt their 
buildings and parks from the law. 

Article 34 would allow citizens with 
a valid gun license to carry firearms 
on municipal property including town 
hall, the public library, and town parks.  

“By adopting this exemption, the 
Town exercises its local authority to 
ensure that vetted citizens are not 
criminalized while conducting busi -
ness at Town facilities,” reads the 
explanation in the TM warrant. 

Article 35 would require the town 
to add signage to all buildings and 

properties that are not exempt from 
the gun law so that citizens are fairly 
warned that they are not allowed to 
carry firearms on the property.’ 

“This bylaw seeks to prevent the 
accidental criminalization of licensed 
citizens by requiring the Town to 
clearly mark these areas,” reads the 
explanation. 

The new gun law is in effect, but 
voters will have a chance to repeal it 
in November’s election when a 
question will appear on the ballot. 

TM will be asked to pass a  
Acushnet’s budget includes a 

series of cuts from last years budget, 
some modest increases for a net 
increase in spending of $298,593. 

Last year’s General Fund operating 
budget (not including expenditures 
from dedicated funds) was 
$37,154,765. This year’s budget is 
$38,156,351, and increase of 
$1,001,586, including the school 
depart ment. The school department 
budget accounts for 54.49% of the 
budget at $20,793,269. 

The final figure includes a  from the 
Department of Public Works, with 
$110,562 coming from the Incinerator 

SEMASS budget (trash). The town 
went out for competitive bids and 
received lower pricing from new 
haulers. The DPW will also have $50K 
less for road paving this year.  

The school department also took a 
it. Although the net amount is an 
increase from last year of $450,000, it 
is signficantly short of what they 
asked for. Their Level Service budget 
required an increase of $1,524,012 to 
have no reductions in staff, but also 
no additions. Their “Constraint-
Drive” budget asked for an increase of 
$1,001,812, which would have 
required eight staff reductions and 
hits to operations, maintenance and 
professional development. The 
resulting cut will result in additional 
staff reductions and deeper cuts to 
operations, etc.  

Other cuts include salary and/or 
expense reductions in the salary 
reserve fund, Selectboard’s office, 
Assessors, Town Clerk, Highway 
Department. 

Increases include $410,102 for Old 
Colony Regional Voc-Tech; $92,039 for 
Fire/EMS; $239,795 for Police; $16,521 
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• Garages • Sheds 
• Furniture 
• Appliances 
• Mulch Delivery 

• Stone Delivery 
• Scrap Metal 
• Yard Debris 
• And More!

Call Chris 508-509-3186 
Free Estimates

• Fast • Affordable • Reliable

389 Alden Road • Fairhaven, Mass. 

508-991-8600 
Short Term Rehab and Long Term Care 

“We Take Good Care of our Neighbors”

Acushnet Town Meeting to vote on tight budget, gun law tweak

ACUSH TM: cont’d on page 14
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Be Part of Our  
Community Cookbook 

We are creating a Community 
Cookbook filled with the delicious 
recipes that make your kitchen — and 
your heart — happy. From secret 
family desserts to comfort-food 
classics, there is nothing sweeter than 
passing your favorite recipes down for 
generations to come. 

All submitted recipes will be 
lovingly gathered and turned into the 
very first Community Cookbook at the 
Fairhaven Council on Aging! Fresh off 
the press just in time for Christmas, 
these cookbooks will be available for 
purchase right here at the COA. 
Whether you share a recipe or take 
one home, you will be part of some -
thing warm, meaningful, and made 
with our wonderful community in mind.  

Let’s fill these pages — and our 
hearts — with something delicious!  

You may drop off your recipes 
handwritten, or typed. You can also 
include a photo. To submit by email: 
JBowers@Fairhaven-ma.gov. 

Deadline is September 25th. 
Mall Trips 

Reservations accepted for mall 
trips at beginning the 15th of the prior 
month. There is a $6 charge unless 
otherwise noted. Please bring exact 

amount. The van leaves the Fairhaven 
Senior Center promptly at 9: 7/1, First 
Light Casino (Bring a lunch); 7/8, 
Wrentham Outlets; 7/15, Plymouth 
Shopping; 7/22, Thames St, Newport, RI. 

Join Us for Lunch 
We serve lunch every weekday at 

11:30 a.m. To schedule a lunch, call 
the day before by 10 a.m. Voluntary 
dona tion of $3 (Please note price 
chance). To let us know you want to 
join us, and to arrange for a ride, call 
508-979-4029.  

Managing Your Email 
June 29, 1:30–3:30 p.m. Em powering 

Older Adults with Tech nology, call to 
sign up, 508-979-4029. 

Are you struggling to manage your 
email? Do you have multiple email 
accounts? If not, maybe you should. 
We’ll review basic email functionality 
and teach you how to manage and 
organze your email, including different 
address types, embedded pictures, 
attachments, signatures, and much 
more. You can manage it all from one 
email app, even wth different emil 
providers.  

Supportive Social Day 
Program 

Supportive Social day Program is a 
structured and supervised program 

for seniors in need of socialization or 
for those who may have cognitive 
disabilities. Persons who are 60 and 
older, who are independent with eating, 
ambulation, medication adminis tra -
tion, continent, are not an elopement 
risk, Please contact Sally Bourke or 
Debra Chmiel at 508-993-9455 for 
further information.  

Movie Mondays 
Popcorn, pretzels and candy are 

part of the movie experience. If you 
would like a drink other than water, 
please feel free to bring your own. No 
alcohol. Thank you. All shows at 12:15. 

Would you like to have lunch before 
the movie? Please call us the Thursday 
before the movie to reserve yourself a 
lunch. $3 donation for the meal. Call 
508-979-4029. The movie is free. 

June 29, 12:15 p.m. The Last Word. 
Drama, Comedy/Dark Comedy, Quirky. 
Harriet is a retired businesswoman who 
tries to control everything around her. 
When she decides to writer her own 
obituary, a young journalist takes up 
the tast of finding out the truth, 
resulting in life-altering friendship. 

Wellness Clinic & Blood 
Pressure Check 

With Fairhaven Community Nurse. 
Every Wed., from 11:15 a.m.–1:15 p.m. 

Fairhaven Recreation Center

508-979-4029 • 229 Huttleston Ave • Fairhaven 
Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 7:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.; Wed., 7:30 a.m.–8 p.m.

Fairhaven Senior Center/Council on Aging

Visit our website at: http://fairhavenma.virtualtownhall.net/Pages/FairhavenMA_COA/index

Open Mon-Thurs, 6 a.m.-8 p.m.; Fri., 6 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; Closed Sunday • 227 Huttleston Ave, 
508-993-9269 https://www.fairhaven-ma.gov/recreation-department

Qigong Class 
Fairhaven Rec ages16+ Wednes -

day, 5 PM–6 PM: Join us for a calming 
and restorative Qigong class led by 
experienced instructor Robin 
Fielding. Qigong is a gentle mind-
body practice that combines slow, 
flowing movements, focused breath -
ing, and mindful awareness to 
promote relaxation, balance, and 
overall well-being. This class is 
suitable for all fitness levels and 
abilities. Participants will be guided 
through easy-to-follow move ments 
designed to reduce stress, improve 
flexibility, support circula tion, and 
cultivate inner calm. No prior 

experience is necessary. Instructor: 
Robin Fielding. Come as you are, 
wear comfortable clothing, and 
enjoy an hour dedicated to 
movement, breath, and mindfulness. 
You can register for this class 
without payment. The $10 will be 
paid directly to the instructor 

Outdoor Movie 
Willy Wonka Movie Under the 

Stars Join us for a magical outdoor 
movie night under the stars as we 
celebrate the 55th anniversary 
showing of *Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory*! Bring your 
blankets and lawn chairs and enjoy a 
fun-filled evening with family and 

friends at Fairhaven Recreation. The 
movie begins at 7:00 PM on August 
28, 2026, and admission is just $10 
per family. Popcorn and a sweet treat 
will be provided, making this a 
deliciously fun night you will not 
want to miss. Register your family 
today!! In case of bad weather, the 
movie will be shown in the gym 

Fairhaven Recreation Center/Back 
field Aug. 28, 7pm-9pm$10 per family 

Open Gym 
Open Gym Times for Summer: 

June 29th-August 21st  
Mon-Thursday 4pm-5pm; Friday 4-

6pm; Saturday 10am-2pm; Sunday 
Closed  

mailto:JBowers@Fairhaven-ma.gov


Dear Frankie 
has expanded to 
videos. Find her 
on Facebook, 
Instagarm, and 
TikTok. Search 
for dearfrankie 
dogtodogadvice.  

Turning 
Myself into 
the Shelter  

Dear Frankie, 
My mom and 

dad recently 
retired and have been talking a lot 
about selling everything and moving 
to Maine. A couple of years ago they 
inherited a big farmhouse and land 
on a river.  

It was a neat place to visit in the 
summer — but living there is another 
story. The nearest neighbors are 
miles away, none of them have kids, 
and the ride into town takes forty 
minutes.  

I asked my dad what we would do 
there. He said we could start a family 
business making maple syrup and 
growing organic vegetables and 
herbs.  

Should I surrender myself to the 
local shelter and take my chances on 

being adopted by a normal urban 
family?  

Shelby  
Dear Shelby, 
I understand a Maine lifestyle 

would be a big change: forty minutes 
from town is no walk in the park.  

But look at all the things you will 
learn to do: tap a tree, read a river, 
grow, and, even better, eat whole -
some food. These are skills for a life 
well lived.  

Ask your parents for a one-year 
trial of maple syrup and organic 
gardening before they make any 
decision. Remind them, one year is 
not asking for much.  

As for the shelter — I've been 
there. The blankets are thin.  

Best, Frankie 
 

© 2026 Geneva Woodruff 
Comments and letters can be sent to 

Frankie at dearfrankiecolumn@gmail. 
com. The Fairhaven Neighbor hood News 
publishes the Dear Frankie column. To 
receive a free online sub scrip tion, 
readers can email neighbnews@ 
comcast.net, request their name be 
added to the email list or visit www. 
neighbnews.com to read the paper 
online or to download the latest issue.
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Recipe of the Week

Frankie

Dear 
Dear Frankie

Lemon-Dill Salmon 
1–1 1/2 lbs fresh salmon filet 
2 tbsp olive oil 
1 tsp dried dill 
Dill Sauce 
1/3 cup Greek yogurt 
2 tbsp mayonnaise 
1 tbsp dried dill 
1 tsp grated lemon zest 
2 tbsp lemon juice 
1/2 tsp. garlic powder 
1/4 cup finely diced cucumber 

(remove core) 
Salt and pepper to taste 
 

Preheat oven to 400°.  
Place salmon on a foil-lined  

baking tray wuth the skin facing 
down. Brush both sides with oil 
and season with salt and pepper. 
Sprinkle 1 tsp. of dill on the fish. 

Bake for 12-15 minutes or until 
the salmon flakes easily with a 
fork. 

Meanwhile, combine all the dill 
sauce ingredients in a bowl, and 
mix until well blended. Season 
with  salt and pepper to taste. 

Spoon the dill sauce over the 
baked salmon to serve.

HEATING OIL & DIESEL

$3.64 

Gal

Price may 
change

We strive to maintain our competitive reputation  
by reducing costs

24-Hour Service
Over 15 years’ 

 experience

508-996-8042 • 126 MacArthur Drive 
New Bedford, MA 02740

www.luzofuel.com

Be sure  

to tell  

our 

advertisers 

you saw 

their ads  

in the 

Neighb 

News!

Support Local Journalism! 
Donate to the Neighb News through a PayPal link on our website: 

www.neighbnews.com

Quality Remodeling & Finish Work • Kitchens • Bathrooms • Decks 
All Types of Interior & Exterior Remodeling • Fully Insured

508-992-6622 
OVER 40 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE 
Fairhaven, MA

MA H.I.C. Reg. #125134 • MA Const. Sup. Lic #007769 • EPA Lead-Safe Cert.

We need to reject any 

politics that targets  

people because of  

race or religion.  

This isn’t a matter of 

political correctness.  

It’s a matter of 

understanding what  

makes us strong.  

The world respects us  

not just for our arsenal;  

it respects us for our 

diversity and our  

openness and the way  

we respect every faith. 
Barack Obama
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HAPPENINGS OVERTOWN

Hetty Green 
Hetty Green invites financial 

experts, neighbors, friends and 
enemies to speak with and listen to 
her Tea and Talk at the New Bedford 
Whaling National Historical Park, 33 
William Street, at 2:pm on Sunday, 
June 28. All programs offered at the 
NBWHP welcome the public and 
offer free admission.  

Dr. Irene Duprey-Gutierrez, 30 year 
volunteer at the National Park, 
will discuss why Mrs. Green has been 
called the"witch" of Wall Street and 
followed with a Q and A.   

Hetty was an early financial  
investor, especially for a woman, in 
the 1900s of a wild period in history. 
She, born and raised in Bedford 
Village (New Bedford), was the 
richest American woman.  

Hetty began buying Civil War 
bonds which most others avoided but 
gained pay at 5 percent. Then she 
expanded with real estate, railroads 
and gold mines.When she died 
in 1916, her son and daughter 
inherited her $100,000,000 to 
$200,000,000 inheritance (today equal 
$3,055,229,357 -$6,110,458,715).  

Beach Cleanup 
June 27 – Smoking Rocks Beach 

Day 9 – 1  Located Behind Fleet 
Fisheries but meet at  4 Silva St near 
Bayline Marina. Look for sign.  

How to Volunteer: Pre-registering 
helps us to plan for important 
volunteer services. Click below to 
register or call 508-989-9049, 

Day of Cleanup: Sign up/check in at 
our Operation Clean Sweep 
headquarters table. Remember to 
bring your reusable water bottle if 
you got one last year! Tools and bags 
will be provided. Visit https:// 
operationcleansweep.net/cleanups-
operation-clean-sweep/ 

Church Tour 
Art & Architecture of St. Lawrence, 

Martyr Church, 565 County St., New 
Bedford, Sun., 6/28, 2–3 p.m.  

Come join us for a lively and 
enlightening tour of St. Lawrence, 
Martyr Church led by Deacon 
Maurice Ouellette. Together we will 
explore the rich symbolism of church 
architecture in general and 
specifically the art and architecture 
of St. Lawrence, Martyr, the first 
Catholic church in New Bedford. 

Discover the meaning of many 
unnoticed signs and symbols 
decorating the church walls, ceiling, 
and stained glass windows. Get a 
firsthand and up close look at all 
areas of the church including the 
sanctuary with its intricately carved 
marble high altar and Saint Patrick 
Chapel with its breathtaking ceiling. 
This is a tour you will certainly enjoy.   

Come and be inspired by the 
beauty, faith, and timeless artistry of 
our historic church.  

Free Concerts 
The Summer Sound Series of weekly 

concerts returns to Downtown New 
Bedford on June 26, bringing crowds 
and free entertainment on Friday 
nights through the beginning of 
September. 

All concerts run from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
except July 3, which begins at 6 p.m. 
The 2026 Summer Sound Series 
Schedule is: 

JUNE 26: NB RUDE BOYS 
Location: Lower Union Street, 

Genre: Ska. Note: With special guests 
Lori Gomes, New Bedford vocalist, 
business owner and pillar in the 
Downtown community; John Collins, 
Dartmouth saxophonist formerly 
with “7 Day Weekend”; and Walt 
Bostonian, international recording 
artist and trombonist who has per -
formed with legends “Bim Skala Bim.” 

JULY 3: AUTUMN DRIVE AND 
MORRISSEY BLVD 

Location: Purchase Street. Genre: 
Indie. Note: The concert will start at 6 
p.m. and finish at 8:30 p.m. in time for 
the fireworks over the harbor at 9 p.m. 

Civics Fair 
The Rotch-Jones-Duff House & 

Garden Museum, 396 County St., New 
Bedford, is excited to be hosting their 
first Slice of History Civics Fair in 
honor of Civic Season, an annual 
tradition stewarded by the youth 
museum organization Made By Us. 
Guests of all ages and interests are 
welcomed onto the RJD grounds on 
June 30th from 4:30pm to 8:30pm to 
collect information from several 
different organizations, hear a speak -
ing program, and enjoy free pizza. 

Community organizations will be 
present to distribute information on 
everything from voter registration to 
local history. Participating organiza -
tions include Elect Southcoast, City of 

New Bedford Energy Office, PACE, 
YWCA, Youth Opportunities Unlimited, 
Greater New Bedford Regional Refuse 
Management District, The National 
Parks, New Bedford Historical Society, 
WHALE, and The Whaling Museum. A 
speaking program featuring local 
leaders will be set for the evening.  

This event is intended to gather 
teens, young adults, and families to 
the RJD grounds to enjoy a summer 
night in the historic gardens all while 
learning about ways to get involved in 
the community. Interested guests are 
encouraged to check the RJD social 
media channels (@rjdmuseum) for 
more information on the event, 
including participating organizations 
and speakers. 

Visit https://rjdmuseum.org 

SAVE THE DATES:  
Margaritaville 

New Bedford Festival Theatre 
presents Jimmy Buffett’s Escape to 
Margaritaville for eight shows only on 
7/17, 7/18, 7/23, 7/24, 7/25, 7/26.  

This production marks the much-
awaited return of NBFT summer 
musicals at The Z! And what better 
way to celebrate than with a big 
beach party of a musical?!  

Ticket prices start at $42. Group, 
senior, and student discounts are 
available. For tickets visit https:// 
www.zeiterion. org or in person at 
The Zeiterion Box Office (684 
Purchase St., New Bedford), or by 
calling The Zeiterion Box Office at 
508-994-2900. 

Jazz Service 
The First Unitarian Church in New 

Bedford (UUNB) is pleased to 
announce its 42nd Annual Jazz 
Service, taking place on Sunday, June 
28, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the 
church, 71 8th Street, New Bedford. 

The event is free and open to the 
public, and donations are gratefully 
accepted. For more information, visit: 
www.uunewbedford.org/calendar 

In addition to the concert, visitors 
can enjoy a vibrant community gather -
ing featuring local vendors and artisans 
on the church lawn. A raffle and bake 
sale will also be held inside the Parish 
House. The First Unitarian Church in 
New Bedford’s mission is to work for 
positive change in ourselves and the 
community while celebrating the in -
herent worth and dignity of all people. 

https://operationcleansweep.net
https://operationcleansweep.net
https://operationcleansweep.net
https://www.zeiterion
https://www.zeiterion
https://www.zeiterion
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By Beth David 
Editor 

More than 1800 people registered 
to run in the 52nd Fairhaven Father’s 
Day 5K Road Race on 6/21/26; 1650 
finished according to race results 
online. This was the first race without 
founder, Allen Days, and he was 
remembered by his daughter, Carol-
Ann Days-Merrill, at the start of the 
race with a moment of silence.  

She told the crowd her father 
always said, “Fairhaven is the place to 

be on Father’s Day,” and “Whoever 
crosses the finish line  is a winner.” 

She also noted that the race has 
donated more than half a million 
dollars to the town and local 
organizations. 

“He loved this race,” Ms. Days-
Merrill said about her father.  

First over the line was Riley Cole, 
22, of Northampton in 15:09; second 
place went to Troy Winkler, 21, of 
Sander son, FL, in 16:22; third was 
Ryan O’Connell, 35, of Middleborough 

in 16:31. First woman was Nora 
Blodget, 26, of Boston in 19:08; 
second was Naomi Cass, 22, of 
Westport, in 19:26; third was Lily 
Valcovic, 23, of E. Taunton, in 19:57.  

Oldest to finish was Barbara 
Belanger, 89, of Fairhaven in 41:05; 
and ames Younglood, 88, of Freetown 
for the men in 40:55. 

Results are available online at 
https://raceroster.com 

Visit https://www.fairhavenroad 
race.org

More than 1800 register for Father’s Day Road Race 

By Beth David 
Editor 

The Fairhaven Recreation Center 
held its annual All-Abilities Fishing 
Derby to help everyone get to the 
water and learn how to fish. About 40 
people participated this year, the 

number undoubtedly driven by the 
Touch-A-Truck event being held 
across the street at the same time. 

Recreation Director, Bernadette 
Barreira said Bounty Hunters 
donated the bait and loaned 12 poles. 

“A special thank you also goes to 
our Fairhaven Har -
bormaster Tim Cox 
for his sup port 
and assistance 
through out the 
event,” wrote Ms. 
Barreira on Face -
book. “Community 
partnerships like 

these help create memorable 
experiences for partici pants of all 
ages and abilities. From pufferfish 
and sea robins to smiles and laughter, 
today was a wonderful reminder of 
what makes our commu nity so special.” 

Of course, it was a contest, so... 
winners were: Most Unique Catch,  
Max Hurley with a pufferfish; heaviest 
Fish, Scarlett Benoit, 22 oz sea robin; 
Kayden Mota, longest fish, 14.5-inch 
Sea Robin; Jack Tavares, second 
longest Fish a 13” scup; Reagan 
Durant, tied for 2nd longest fish, a Sea 
Robin; Ethan Rego, smallest fish with 
a 6 oz scup 

All-Abilities Fish Derby teaches kids to catch fish

ABOVE LEFT: Scarlett, who won for the heaviest fish for catching a 
22-oz Sea Robin, accepts her trophy while supporters clap, during 
the Fairhaven Recreation Center’s all-abilities fishing derby on 
6/19/26 at Hoppy’s Landing.ABOVE RIGHT:  L-R: Reagan Durant 
(back), tied for second longest fish/Sea Robin; Scarlett, who won for 
heaviest fish, a 22 oz Sea Robin; Max Hurley with a pufferfish, the 
most unique catch; Beau, standing in for Jack who tied for second 
longest fish, a 13” scup. Photo by Beth David. 

LEFT: L-R: Eric Pinho, 48, and Piper Pinho, 10, of Fairhaven hold hands as they near the finish line in 12:07 during the 52nd Fairhaven 
Father’s Day Road Race on 6/21/26. RIGHT: Thea Morales, 8, (RIGHT) kicks it into high gear to speed past Adam Morales, 36, (dad?) 
as they approach the finish line in 13:30. Photos by Beth David. Visit our website at neighbnews.com for more photos. 

https://www.fairhavenroad
http://neighbnews.com


Fairhaven Neighborhood News Thursday, June 25, 2026 Page 13 

Caden Lisa 
Neighb News Correspondent 

The Buzzards Bay Coalition hosted 
its 33rd annual Buzzards Bay Swim in 
their mission to support the fight for 
clean and healthy water on Saturday, 
June 20. 

The Bay hosted approximately 200 
swimmers of all ages stretched across 
the picturesque 1.2-mile stretch of 
water from New Bedford’s South End 
to Fairhaven’s Fort Phoenix. The 
swim ming enthusiasts were met with 
roaring applause accompanied by the 
rhythmic excellence of El Caribe 
providing the steel drum jams. 

Chef Mike Melo and company 
provided pancakes while Chris 
“Gazelle” Arsenault spearheaded the 
MC duties for the Coalition, lifting up 
the swimmers and supporters alike 
on the mic.  

Nancy Smith of Dartmouth, 86, was 
the oldest swimmer to participate, 
finishing with a time of 44:11. Steve 
Johnson of Westport was once again 
the top individual fundraiser of the 
event, raising a total of $13,234. 

Will Van Fossen of Boston won his 
second-consecutive Buzzards Bay 
Swim with a time of 23:59. The former 
Yale student-athlete shaved off more 
than five minutes from his performance 
last year. Timothy Ryan of Buzzards 
Bay recorded second place, finishing 
with a time of 24:07. Barrington 
resident Albert Garcia rounded out 
the top three on the men’s side, 
recording a time of 24:21. 

Falmouth resident Meredith Gilson 
finished first out of the 105 women 
swimming across the Bay, recording a 
time of 27:19. Jillian Schneider of 
Newton and Nicole O’Keeffe from 

Arlington rounded out the top three 
with 27:55 and 28:45, respectively. 

“This is a great event [that] raises 
a lot of money for a great organiza -
tion,” Jocelyn Chin said. Chin, a 
Mattapoisett resident who grew up in 
Fairhaven, emphasized the importance 
of the Coalition’s mission, “I realized 
how lucky we are to have the Bay and 
the beautiful trails and beautiful land 
that the Coalition protects and allows 
for public access.” 

Backed by countless volunteers 
like Patsy from Dartmouth, Saturday’s 
event exemplifies the positive impact 
that camaraderie can have on our 
community and environment. As a 
united force, the people raised 
$193,816 by press time to advance the 
mission of the BBC.  

For more informaton, visit https:// 
www.savebuzzardsbay.org 

Buzzards Bay Swim raises nearly $194K

ABOVE LEFT: Philip Weinstein, 83, traverses the final stretch to Fort Phoenix in the 33rd Buzzards Bay Swim on 6/20/26. ABOVE 
MIDDLE: Meredith Gilson, 55, makes it to Fort Phoenix as the first woman to finish ABOVE RIGHT: Jillian Schneider, 18, reaches for a 
towel while headed towards the finish line  BELOW LEFT: Justin Nyweide, 46, earns a high five as he reaches the finish.  BELOW RIGHT 
ryan Robertson, 73 (CENTER), gets a helping had from fellow swimmer, Laura Robertson, 39 (LEFT), and BBC volunteer, Len. Photos 
by Caden Lisa for the Fairhaven Neighborhood News. 
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125 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-996-9212 
www.BaysideLoungeFhvn.com

Indoor/Out Door Seating  
& Take-Out

Kitchen Open till 10:00 p.m.  
Full menu available for pick-up or delivery

Call 508-996-9212 for reservations or take-out. 
Now serving full bar and breakfast daily:  
Weekdays at 11 a.m., Weekends at 10 a.m. 

TRIVIA IS BACK: Thursdays at 7 p.m.

KARAOKE 
Thursdays at  

9 p.m. Your Local, 
Independent Pharmacy 
Offering everything you expect, 
only focused with your health 

and well-being  
in mind.

Delivery Monday–Friday 
Single and Multi-Dose Packaging 
Seamless Prescription Transfer

Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.–6 p.m. • Sat., 9 a.m.–1 p.m. • Closed Sun.

72 Main St. • Fairhaven, MA 02719 
Phone: 508-525-4455 • Fax: 774-206-1692 • www.FhvnRX.com 

Complete Menu of Chinese &  
American Selections 

Call 508-992-8668 for take-out. 
Hours: Sun.–Thurs., 11-9 

Fri.–Sat., 11-10 • Closed Tuesdays

51 Main Street, Fairhaven Center 
Gift Certificates for all Occasions 

Trusted by your friends and  
family since 1961

We serve 
Beer & Wine   $2off 

 
With this coupon. Exp. 7/3/26 

Not to be  combined with other offers.

ALL FOOD AVAILABLE FOR TAKE-OUT

All purchases of 
at least $20 

Finalist for  
Best Chinese 

Restaurant Four 
Years in a ROW. 

WINNER in 2021
WINNER!

for Planning Board; $18,571 or 
elections and $13,636 for registrars 
due to having two state elections 
(primary and general) this year; 
$10,872 for Technology Department; 
$9,510 for Treasurer/Collector;  

After it all shakes out, the final 
budget is $1001,586 more than last year.  

In its letter to voters, the Finance 
Committee blamed the policies of the 
governor, “which have not prioritized 
the taxpayers or municipalities.” 

“Going forward, sustainability will 
become more challenging in future 
years since the percentage of State 
Aid our town receives is not keeping 
pace with the increases in fixed 
mandated costs,” writes the FinCom.  

The Selectboard, in it’s letter, said 
Town Meeting was postponed to give 
the town more time to work on the 
budget and to have updated informa -
tion from the state.  

“Nine (9) Town departments were 
cut below FY26 spending. Sixteen (16) 
Town departments had no increase in 
FY27. Fourteen (14) Town depart -
ments had modest increases. Two (2) 
Town departments, which are joint 
Town-School (Pension/Medicare and 

Benefits/Insurance), increased 
$242,657.00,” writes the Selectboard. 
“The total FY27 increase for the Town 
is $298,539.00. While Town manage -
ment is presenting a conservative 
FY27 Operating Budget, factors 
beyond the control of the Town have 
increased the FY27 budget by 
$1,001,586.00. The Acushnet School 
District’s budget increased by 
$450,000.00 (2.70% increase) and the 
Old Colony Regional District’s budget 
increased by $410,102.00 (12.64% 
increase). The Public Education 
accounts plus benefits comprise 
54.49% of the municipal operating 
budget for a total of $20,793,269.00.” 

Other spending articles include 
expenditures from the enterprise 
funds, which are funds that can only 
be spent on certain things, such as 
the water fund, which is from water 
fees, being restricted to spending in 
the water department. Those funds 
include: Water, Sewer, and Golf Enter -
prise Funds and retained earnings.. 

Town Meeting will also be asked to 
approve $125,294 in Community 
Preser vation Funds (CPC). That 
money comes from a surcharge on 

property taxes, and can only be used 
for Historic Preservation, Community/ 
Affordable Housing, Open Space/ 
Recreation. 

CPC projects include $47,500 for 
the roof of the Town Hall and Parting 
Ways buildings; $49,794 for three 
repair projects at the Long Plain 
Museum; $10,000 for 250 National 
Anniversary Parade; $5,000 for 
Beatification Committee; $13,000 for 
administrative costs.  

Article 30 would create a Beautifi -
ca tion Donation Fund for town 
projects that would have to be 
approved by both the Beautification 
Committee and the Selectboard.  

Acushnet has an open Town 
Meeting, which means any registered 
Acushnet voter can attend and vote 
on articles. It will be held on Monday, 
6/29/26, at 7 p.m. at Ford Middle 
School, 708 Middle Road, Acushnet.  

If you have any questions about 
your voting status, contact the town 
clerk’s office at 508-998-0215.  

The Town Meeting Warrant 
(agenda with all articles) is available 
on the town’s website at https://www. 
acushnet.ma.us/1192/Town-Meeting

ACUSH TM: cont’d from page 8

https://www
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Stop in today for details.

Insured by NCUA  |  NMLS #422864
Equal Housing Opportunity

FAIRHAVEN  |  FALL RIVER  |  NEW BEDFORD  |  SEEKONK

508.994.9971  |  alltrustcu.org

Visit one of our neighborhood branches today!

* Quali昀cation Information: Account transactions and activities may take one or more 
days to post and settle to the account and all must do so during the Monthly Quali昀cation 
Cycle in order to qualify for the account’s rewards. “Monthly Quali昀cation Cycle” means 
a period beginning one (1) day prior to the 昀rst banking day of the current statement 
cycle through one (1) day prior to the last banking day of the current statement cycle. 
Contact one of our branch service representatives for speci昀c Monthly Quali昀cation Cycle 
dates. Additional Information: Membership restrictions may apply. Account approval, 
conditions, quali昀cations, limits, time frames, enrollments, log-ons and other requirements 
apply. Quali昀cations, rates, rewards, fees, account speci昀cs and restrictions may vary by 
account. $25.00 minimum deposit is required to open the account. There are no recurring 
monthly maintenance charges or fees to open or close this account. Advertised information 
and rewards are based on all account quali昀cations being met during each cycle period. 
Contact one of our credit union service representatives for additional information, account 
details, restrictions, reward calculations, processing limitations, cycle dates and enrollment 
instructions. Trademarks: Kasasa is a trademark of Kasasa, Ltd., registered in the U.S.A.

Does your checking account 
pay YOU rewards? 

Earn interest or cash back with a 
Kasasa® Checking Account.* 24-Hour UL-Listed Monitoring Service 

Security Systems • Fire Alarms 
Closed Circuit Television • Card Access 

Serving Bristol & Plymouth Counties for over 35 years
MA Master License 21429-A 

System Security S License SS-001849
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Fairhaven Center for Business 
65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719 

508-997-8515 
www.VieiraIns.com

Auto • Home 
Business

Competitive Insurance  
Rates for

Call or stop by for a  
review and quote 

Local and national  
companies represented

Vieira Insurance Agency

Call today!

508-994-1908
fairhaven@peabodyproperties.com 

www.peabodyproperties.com

1 & 2 Bedrooms
Heat Included
On-site Maintenance
On-site Professional Mgmt.
On-site Laundry Facilities
On-site Parking
Resident Services Programs

Housing for 62 yrs+ & handicapped & disabled person 18
yrs+. Rent based on 30% of adjusted gross income. 

Now Accepting

Applications

Fairhaven Village
330 Main Street   |   Fairhaven, MA 02719

Estate Planning • Elder Law • Probate

508-994-5200 • www.MyFamilyEstatePlanning.com

•   HEALTHCARE PROXY

•   ADVANCE DIRECTIVE

•   LAST WILL & TESTAMENT

•   HIPAA AUTHORIZATION

•   DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY

•   TRUST PLANNING TO ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS

•   MASSHEALTH/MEDICAID PLANNING FOR 
 LONG-TERM CARE

•   ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

HOURS 
Sun.: 8 a.m.–1 p.m. • Mon.–Wed.: 7 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Thurs.: 7 a.m.–7 p.m. • Fri.–Sat: 7 a.m.–8 p.m.

MAC’S SODA BAR 
& CUSTOM CATERING 
116 Sconticut Neck Road • Fairhaven • 508-992-8615 

A local landmark since June 21, 1946

Thursday Special: 7/2 
Eat-in/Take-out 

Corned Beef & Cabbage: 
$12.95

Saturday Night 
Scallop  
Delight 

Every Saturday 
$16.95 • Five Choices 
Eat In/Take Out • 2–8 
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Design by Metro Creative Graphics, Inc.

Don’t forget to tell 

 our advertisers you  

saw their ads in 

 the Neighb News!

NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS Upcoming Meetings
FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976 

Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems. 
Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm 

monitoring and FREE MONITORING. 
Replace your old alarm system with a new 

system for as little as $299 Complete 
FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633 

HOUSE CLEANING 
Experienced cleaner, $15/hour 

Call 508-991-1104 

MARK’S PAINTING Specializing in interior and 
exterior painting. Landscaping, carpentry, power 
washing and much more. Call for estimate. Call 
508-405-5625. Many references upon request. 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN: 
35 years’ experience. Lic. #13901A. 

Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty. 
Generator hook-ups. Eric, 774-849-0425. 

DON’T FUSS, CALL US! 
All Interior, Exterior Work 

Additions • Windows • Roofing • Siding 
Masonry • Bsmt Waterproof • Painting 

Lic/Ins. Since 1988 
Spring Specials 

6/4_auto  508-326-8996  6/4_auto 

SHEA DOONAN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
2/11/27  774-202-3972  2/11/27 

PLUMBING, HVAC 
35+ years’ exp. Master Plumber #12990.  

6/4  Call Ralph, 508-717-1550.  6/4 

RAY THE PLUMBER: 
Professsional plumbing and heating service you 
can afford. License #16266. Call 508-958-0925. 

goingHEY DOG OWNERS: Wicked good news! 
You CAN have a professional, yet affordable, 
dog trainer and caretaker at your service 24/7! 
Let your dog JOIN THE PAC! I’ve been dog 
sitting at my home and yard in Fairhaven since 
2016. Do what you want without worrying if your 
furry friend is being well cared for and enjoying 
themself too. You can go to work and/or enjoy 
your day ($30), go out for dinner ($30), go away 
for the weekend ($140), or go for a week-long 
vacation ($275). Call/text me, Pasa, owner of 
Pack Action Canines Daycare and Boarding 
to find out more and get your dog accepted via 
a Meet'n Greet, so when the occasion arises, 
you are ready to go! 508-525-6272; 
www.PACdogs.com; Dogs must be friendly, 
fixed and vaccinated.  Ongoing 

David J. Dias Plumbing  
Local Plumber. 50 years.  

License # 8366, 508-965-6584 
12/11  Small jobs preferred/semi retired.  12/11 

CARPENTRY  
Siding, Roofs, Decks, Windows, Doors, 

ong  Painting. Call Dave, 508-971-0929.  ong 

GT CARPENTRY Exterior, interior painting and 
repairs, sheetrock, siding, yard cleanup. Call 
George, 774-810-5008.  ongoing 

 TED SILVA 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 

TEL: 508-965-6072. 

HAPPY SPRING! Beautiful 15-week old French 
Bulldog puppies born to a loving local fmaily 
ready for sale with first shots, priced reasonably. 
Call Raquelle, 774-526-8824 for photos an info. 

RickrackTheClown.com 
Lawn Cutting 

Very Reliable, Call Travis for pricing. 
5/21  Please call 508-246-0088.  5/21 

COINS 
Morgan and Peace dollars for sale.  

Average condition, $70. Call 508-400-4494. 

INFLATABLE DINGHY Summer’s more fun on 
the water! Roll-up 8½-foot West Marine/Zodiac 
RU-260 with pump, oars, and carrying bag. Very 
good condition. $300. Call Loring, 508-965-5192.  

RETIRED MAINTENANCE WORKER 
Looking for work, small jobs: carpentry, 

plumbing, landscaping, etc. Call me, tell me  
7/23  what you have. John 508-951-2113.  7/23 

Fairhaven 
Board of Appeals 

Tues., 7/7, Town Hall, 6 p.m. 
Board of Public Works 
Mon. 6/29, Arsene St., 6 p.m. 

Conservation Commission 
Mon. 6/29, Town Hall, 6:00 p.m. 

Finance Committee 
Thurs., 7/9, Arsene St., 6:30 p.m. 

Livable Streets  
Thurs., 6/25, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

Open Space & Rec  
Mon.., 6/22, Town Hall, 11:30 a.m. 

Planning Board 
Tues., 6/30, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

School Committee 
Wed., 6/24, FHS Library, 6:30 p.m. 

Select Board 
Mon., 7/13, Town Hall, 6 p.m. 

Acushnet 
Board of Appeals 

Thurs., 7/16, Town Hall, 6 p.m. 
Housing Authority 

Wed., 7/15, AHA, 23 Main St., 11:30 a 
TOWN MEETING 

NOTE DATE CHANGE 
Mon., 6/29, Ford MS, 7 p.m. 

HELP WANTED

CUSTODIANS Reliable person needed for full 
time  custodial position, daytime hours. Part time 
also available. Will need to pass background 
check. Good references required; exp. helpful. 
Call 508-400-4494. 

*= Predicted minus tides from -0.1 ft. to -1.0 ft 
**Predicted minus tides from -1.1 ft to -2.0 ft or more

TIDE TABLE 
US Army Corps of Engineers, Cape Cod 

Canal/Piney Point

Thursday 25 0521 1750 0029 1206

Friday 26 0614 1835 0117 1224

Saturday 27 0657 1915 0204 1221

Sunday 28 0736 1953 0252 1247

Monday 29 0816 2032 0330 1320

Tuesday 30 0857 2113 0243 1359

HIGH           LOW 
a.m.  p.m.    a.m.  p.m.

June 
2026

Wednesday 1 0940 2154 0302 1445
Thursday 2 1022 2235 0334 1531
Friday 3 1103 2317 0407 1613
Saturday 4 1147 --- 0442 1655
Sunday 5 0002 1236 0519 1740
Monday 6 0053 1328 0601 1836
Tuesday 7 0146 1419 0655 1944
Wednesday 8 0238 1511 0755 2050
Thursday 9 0333 1610 0854 2153

HIGH           LOW 
a.m.  p.m.    a.m.  p.m.

July 
2026

Support Local  
Journalism 

Donate to the Neighb News through 
a PayPal link on our website: 

www.neighbnews.com; or mail 
check to FNN, 166 Dogwood St.,  

Fairhaven, MA 02719.  
 

Thank you for reading the  
Neighb News.

http://RickrackTheClown.com
http://www.neighbnews.com
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YOUR LOCAL CLEANING 
& RESTORATION 

SPECIALISTS

CYCLONE CLEANING & 
RESTORATION SERVICES 
Proudly serving Greater New Bedford for 40 years 
Cyclone: a name you can trust.

508-995-8816 • Anthony David 
833 Mt. Pleasant St. • New Bedford • www.CycloneCleaning.com

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning 
Floors: Wash/Wax/Strip 

Heavy Cleaning • Fire/Flood Rehab

Whether you need post construction 
 clean ing, carpet or upholstery cleaning,  

or complete fire and flood clean-up 
and restoration, Cyclone can take care 

of it quickly and professionally.  
A local, family owned business, 
Cyclone takes special care with  

each and every project. 

Visit www.CycloneCleaning.com  
to learn more about all our services.

INSPIRED
RESOURCEFUL
UNEXPECTED
INNOVATVE

KNOWLEDGEABLE
TRUSTED
ENGAGED

COLLABORATIVE
EFFECTIVE
STRATEGIC
INFORMED

CONNECTED
ORIGINAL

PERSONALIZED

Howe Allen
REALTOR

857.222.3214
Howeallen.com
Howe@howeallen.com

Howe Allen Realty
SERVICE

FAIRHAVEN
SINCE 2007

• FIREWOOD 
• MOWING 
• FERTILIZING 
• PRUNING 
• CLEAN-UPS 
• MACHINE WORK 
• SNOW REMOVAL 

AARON LAGUE 
508-989-6626

Est. 1997

General Contractor
Licensed General Contractor 

for 46 years 
Roofing • Decks • Porches • Windows • Doors

MA Const. Sup. Lic. # 003000 
MA Home Imp. Lic. #181168

EPA Lead Safe Certified 
Fully Insured

Materials Supplied by ABC Supply Company

Marc A. Gadbois • 508-992-0226

The little paper with a big voice!

4,280 copies weekly + digital

Fairhaven Neighborhood News 
Advertising rates • Call Beth at 508-979-5593

1/16 page 
One week run: $35.00 

4+ weeks: $30.00/week 
($120/mo.) Color: 

$180/mo. 

1/8 page 
One week run: $55.00 

4+ weeks: $46.00/week  
($184/mo.) Color: 

$244/mo. 

1/4 page  
One week run: $95.00 

4+ weeks: $75.00/ week 
($300/mo.) Color: 

$420/mo. 

1/2 page vert. or hor. 
One week run: $185.00 

4+ weeks: $145.00/week 
($580/mo.) Color: 

$780/mo. 

Full Page 
One week run: $255.00 
4+ weeks: $225/week 

($900/mo Color: 
$1140/mo. 

 

Classified: $7/first 3 
lines, $1.00 each 

additional line

4280 copies in 200+ places in Acushnet, 
Fairhaven, Marion, Mattapoisett, New Bedford

Obituaries: $15 per column inch, color included



Fairhaven Neighborhood News Thursday, June 25, 2026 Page 19



Thursday, June 25, 2026 Fairhaven Neighborhood NewsPage 20

Public Hearings/Legal Notices 
NOTE: All legal notices are available on the Neighb News website, www.NeighbNews.com, under the “Legal Notices” tab on the top of the main page. Legal ads are also 

available at http://masspublicnotices.org, search under “Fairhaven Neighborhood News”

TOWN OF ACUSHNET 
PLANNING BOARD  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING 
In accordance with the Massachusetts General 

Laws Chapter 40A Section 9, you are hereby notified of 
a public hearing.  

The Acushnet Planning Board will hold a hearing on 
Thursday, July 16, 2026, at 6:00 p.m., to review a 
Special Permit as follows:  

Submitted by: Frank and Karen Knox/Mendall 
Realty Trust  

Property owner: Frank and Karen Knox/Mendall 
Realty Trust  

Represented by: David Davignon/Schneider, 
Davignon, & Leone, Inc.  

Scope of Work: Proposed 16-foot-wide common 
driveway to service 3 lots  

Location: Mendall Road and Perry Hill Road, 
Acushnet, MA. Map 9 Lots 18H, 18J, 18K  

This meeting will be held at the Board of 
Selectmen’s Meeting Room, Town Hall, 122 Main 
Street, Acushnet, MA 02743 and over Teams. See 
meeting notice to be posted by July 14, 2026, for Teams 

instructions.  
All persons, parties, or corporations interested 

therein may appear and be heard in relation thereto.  
Mark Francois, Chairman, Acushnet Planning Board 

FNN, 6/18/26, 6/25/26 

Fairhaven Zoning Board of 
Appeals Public Hearings 

Tuesday July 7th, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
Town Hall Banquet Room, 40 Center Street 

Fairhaven, Massachusetts 
Public Hearing In-Person at Town Hall or  

via Zoom. Join the Zoom Meeting  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/94115137952?pwd=MXp

oVWpKTFBEUmluT1pWSCtiVzJCQT09  
or call 1-929-205-6099Meeting ID: 941 1513 

7952Passcode: 361259  
1. REF# ZBA-026-016: 77 Adams Street, Map 25, Lot 

30D, Book 347, Page 540. The applicant: David’s 
House of Fairhaven, Owner: The Congregation of the 
Sacred Hearts requests a Special Permit for a 
change of use from a church rectory to an Educational 
Recovery Center for first responders. Pursuant to the 
Fairhaven Zoning Bylaw 198-15, Use Regulation 
Schedule C-1. 

Patrick Carr, Chair, Fairhaven ZBA 
FNN: 6/25/26 

Notice of Public Hearing 
The Fairhaven Board of Health is hosting a public 

hearing at 5 p.m. on July 15, 2026 to review, hear 
comments, and vote relative to proposed regulation 
regarding Restriction of the Manufacturing, Sale and 
Distribution of Kratom.  

The Public Hearing will be held in-person at 40 
Center St. Fairhaven, MA 02719, and via Zoom 

(https://us06web.zoom.us/j/95313326052?pwd=UEFiV
zVKUDA5eExrTDN6RXBWMzYvUT09  

or call 1-929-205-6099 Meeting ID: 953 1332 6052 
Passcode: 118417).  

A copy of these draft regulations is available for 
pickup at the Fairhaven Board of Health (40 Center St., 
Fairhaven, MA 02719) or on the Fairhaven Board of 
Health website: www.fairhaven-ma.gov/board-health   

You are welcome to attend the Public Hearing in 
person (40 Center St. Fairhaven, MA 02719) or virtually 
via Zoom. You also may submit written comment to the 
Fairhaven Board of Health by mail: 40 Center St. 
Fairhaven, MA 02719.   

FNN: 6/25/26, 7/2/26 
 

From our readers
Zoning: A Shift to our Roots! 

Encouraging updates regarding the 
recent direction of the Fairhaven  
Planning Board, in a collective effort 
to strengthen our town’s future.   

In the most recent meeting held 
after the elections, the Planning 
Board has demonstrated a vibrant 
positive energy. Focused on providing 
residents with a viable plan and 
opportunity, to thrive and prosper.  

This is what we needed!  
The current discussion centered on 

returning to our roots, with oppor tu -
ni ties to build charming, moderate size 
homes on original lot sizes, a practice, 
that historically made Fairhaven a 
healthy sustainable community.  

While this initiative was part of our 
2040 Master Plan Vision, finalized in 
2018, and discussed again in 2023, 
various interruptions previously side -
lined the idea. Consequently, many 
middle income earners have since 
been priced out of home ownership.  

A very unfortunate repercussion, 
when we lose our focus and vision. 
But the good news is, that we’re back 
on track, And I feel it in my heart of 
hearts. Good things are happening!  

To successfully implement the 
2040 MP Vision, We need to look at 
restoring zoning requirements to the 
original 5000 square-foot buildable 
lots. 

This is a superior alternative to the 
proliferation of apartment complexes.  

Unlike high rents and units, where 
cost increases that are annually 
based on uncontrollable algorithms.    

Homeownership offers consistent 
monthly payments, Plus the opportu -
nity to build equity, by empowering 
residents to own their homes.  

Here in Fairhaven, we have always 
fostered financial independence, to 
create a stable foundation for our 
families to grow.    

Furthermore, this shift greatly 
supports our local economy.  

When housing cost and rental 
payments are exorbitant, residents 
have less disposable income to spend 
at local businesses, leading to com -
mu nity wide deficits.  

Transitioning back to moderate 
homes on manageable lots will help 
restore a healthy cash flow within 
Fairhaven.  

This will also ensure we grow 
responsibly, and maintain our unique 
identity as a small family hometown, 
rather than an urban center.  

After some very challenging years 
of growth and learning from our 
mistakes, it is truly heartening to see 
the Planning Board zeroing in on what 
many of our residents and community 
needs most. Equitable Opportunity!  

I am confident that by moving in 
this direction, we can bring revenue 
back into the town, and put equity 
back into the pockets of our people.  

May we all thank, support, and 
encourage, the Planning Board, for 
their continued engagement and 
focus, for working on continuing to 
make Fairhaven a prosperous, quaint, 
family hometown, for everyone.  

One of the great ways to support 

our Planning Board, is to attend the 
meetings, and/or participate on zoom.  

I call out to our younger genera -
tion, and all those in our town, 
wanting to be able to purchase a 
home, that they can afford.    

And don’t give up on the American 
Dream of owning your own home.  

I know that the Planning Board 
would love to hear from YOU.  

They are volunteering their time, 
for YOU, and for this community as a 
whole. Let us be there for them too!  

Michelle Costen, Fairhaven 
How Do SCOTUS Justices  

Sleep At Night? 
At a minimum, all the present 

justices of the Supreme Court have 
two college degrees: an under -
graduate degree from a four year 
college and a law school degree. 
Presumably, they have studied 
American History and constitutional 
law prior to their appointment to the 
Supreme Court. And if they have 
forgotten their oath of office or the 
fundamentals of democracy they are 
daily reminded of the rule of law 
every time litigants are before them 
arguing their cases.  

Even if their opinions are written 
by law clerks and they do not have to 
familiarize themselves with the 
myriad court cases referred to in the 
arguments and submitted briefs one 
can reasonably assume they read 
them before signing. And therefore 
some of the historical precedent 

LETTERS: cont’d on page 21
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should guide them in their decision 
making process. 

The dispensing with dignity and 
diligence by the majority of the 
justices is astounding. It is not the 
alleged personal enrichment that 
makes this a compromised court so 
much as the continuous democracy 
defying and Trump enabling that is 
occurring with disheartening 
regularity. 

Trying to determine why these 

justices are willing to be subjected to 
such justified criticism, and diminish -
ing respect, it can be conjectured that 
it is a fear for their safety or fear of 
impeachment if the Democrats 
ultimately regain power. 

Being a member of the Supreme 
Court is the highest honor a lawyer 
can achieve and probably a secret 
desire of thousands of lawyers and 
not necessarily for the salary, 
pension or book and lecture fees after 

retirement. 
Governor Mario Cuomo, in a 

speech, post retirement from his term 
as governor of New York, remarked 
that his mother asked him at his 
inauguration ceremony if his 
becoming governor could lead to his 
nomination to the Supreme Court. 
That was a time that such an accom -
plish ment was truly supreme and 
universally respected. 

Betty Ussach, Dartmouth 

LETTERS: cont’d from page 20

“WE GO WHERE PROBLEM TREES GROW”
•  TREE REMOVAL •  LOT CLEARING 
•  AERIAL BUCKET TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE 
•  FIREWOOD 
•  PRUNING OF LARGE HISTORICAL TREES 
•  YEAR ROUND SERVICE

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates 

508-993-3588 
Fairhaven • jfitzgeraldtreeservice.com

signs throughout the building, new 
easy-to-read genre and call number 
signage in Youth Services and Adult 
collections areas, and anti-glare sign 
holders for program announcements 
and informational displays. 

These improvements help ensure 
that patrons can navigate the library 
more easily and independently while 
creating a more welcoming and 
accessible experience for everyone 
who visits the library. 

The new signage significantly im -
proves access for patrons with visual 
impairments, mobility challenges, 
and others who benefit from clear, 
consistent wayfinding. The project 
demonstrates the library’s ongoing 
commitment to equal access to 
information, services, and facilities. 

For more than 130 years, the 
Millicent Library has served as a 
center of learning, culture, and 
community engagement in Fairhaven. 
By incorporating modern accessi -
bility standards into its historic 
facility, the library is ensuring that 
future generations will continue to 
benefit from a welcoming and 
accessible public space. 

The Millicent Library extends its 
sincere appreciation to the Henry H. 
Crapo Foundation for its generous 

support of this project and its com -
mit ment to strengthening community 
institutions throughout southeastern 
Massachusetts. 

The Millicent Library, a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit corporation independent of 
the Town of Fairhaven, provides free 
public library services and is 
responsible for the maintenance and 
preservation of the historic, town-
owned building listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.  

New Interpretive Panel 
Highlights Sundial History 
The Millicent Library recently 

installed a new interpretive panel 
exploring the fascinating history of 
the library’s historic sundial. 

Designed in 1904 by an eccentric 
Pennsylvania sculptor, the sundial 
arrived at the library under unusual 
circumstances and followed a wind -
ing path before ultimately being 
installed on the library lawn in 1975. 
The sculpture depicts Father Time 
holding an hourglass and scythe and 
features a quotation from Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow. 

The sundial was dedicated to the 
memory of Christopher Bunnell, who 
served on the Millicent Library Board 
of Trustees from 1995 until his 
passing in 2020, including terms as 

Treasurer and President. Bunnell was 
widely recognized for his service to 
both the library and the Fairhaven 
community. 

Visitors can now learn the full 
story of the sundial, its creator, and 
its journey to Fairhaven through the 
new interpretive display. 

Library Flag Returned  
to Service 

Earlier this spring, the halyard on the 
Millicent Library flagpole failed, leaving 
the American flag stranded at the top 
of the approximately 30-foot pole. 

After several attempts by library 
staff to safely lower the flag, including 
efforts complicated by high winds, 
Town of Fairhaven Facilities Manager 
Kevin Fournier successfully lowered 
the flag. After determining the cause 
of the malfunction, replacement parts 
were obtained, and members of the 
Fairhaven Fire Department responded 
with Ladder 1 to complete the repairs. 

Using the ladder truck, firefighters 
ascended the flagpole, installed the 
new components, and restored the 
flag to its proper position. 

The Millicent Library extends its 
sincere gratitude to Kevin Fournier 
and the Fairhaven Fire Department 
for their assistance and continued 
support of the library. 

MILLICENT: cont’d from page 6
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HAPPENINGS OTHER LATITUDES
Encampment 

The Rehoboth 13th Continental 
Regiment is coming to Westport! 10 
AM – 3 PM, Sat., 6/27, Handy House, 
202 Hix Bridge Road, Westport MA 

A summer exploring Westport’s 
Revolutionary Stories kicks off with a 
day-long encampment of the 
Rehoboth 13th Continental Regiment 
at the Handy House on Saturday June 
27. This family-friendly and free event 
will allow visitors to explore the 
lifestyles, clothing, equipment of the 
men, women, and children of the 
original 1774 Company of Timothy 
Walker's 22nd Regiment, Rehoboth 
Minutemen. 

Clambake Grab & Go 
Hosted by the Knights of 

Columbus, Damien Council, 57 
Fairhaven Road, Mattapoisett, MA 

Sun., 6/28.  Pickup time, 1–2 p.m. 
Includes: clams, fish, sausages, hot 

dogs, linguica, onions, white and 
sweet potatoes, stuffing, corn on the 
cob, brown bread, watermelon. 

Benefits Knights of Columbus 
Mattapoisett.  

Donation: $50 pp. For info and 
tickets, call Jim, 508-863-3496. Ad -
vanced purchase of tickets is needed. 
Free delivery of tickets is available. 

Picnic Book Club 
At the Mattapoisett Free Public 

Library, 7 Barstow St., 508-758-4171. 
Accessible. All progams are free and 
open to the public. 

A new Picnic Book Club will begin 
on June 26th at 10am on the library 
lawn. The group will enjoy a literary 
conversation, snacks, and beverages 
(feel free to bring your own snacks if 
you wish). Bring any book that you 
are currently reading, and come 
ready to discuss it! This group will 
meet monthly on the last Friday of the 
month, throughout summer.  

Please make sure to register to 
reserve your spot. Email 
bdumais@sailsinc.org with any 
questions, OR if you have any 
allergies/dietary restrictions! 

Sip & Stroll  
Harbor Fest 

Family friendly event. Sat., 6/27, 
4–8 p.m., Besse Park, Wareham, 59 
Main St. Free parking, free admission. 
An afternoon of cocktails and gift 

buying for the season savvy shopper. 
Featuring live music, face painting, 

family fun, more than 100 vendors, 
food trucks, The Bartending Service 
of New England, Warren's Harborview.  

Volunteers Needed 
The Westport Historical Society 

will host the House Tour on Sunday 
July 26, 2026 – a self-guided look at 
five spectacular private homes 
located throughout the idyllic 
SouthCoast town. 

The House Tour will be the 
Historical Society’s biggest fundraiser 
of the year, and volunteers are an 
integral part of that! 

Volunteers will receive one free 
ticket to the House Tour (and an 
invitation to our volunteer apprecia -
tion gathering later this year). 

Volunteers “house sit” for a 2 1/2 
hour shift. We have two shifts: 11 AM 
- 1.30 PM and 1.30 – 4 PM.  

If you would like to volunteer, 
please sign up at https:// 
wpthistory.org/our-events/house-
tour/house-tour-volunteers/ 

Boston Harbor 
Loop Ferry 

The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority announced 
the launch of the new F10 “Harbor 
Loop” ferry route, beginning Monday, 
June 29, 2026. The new route will 
provide year-round weekday service 
connecting Lovejoy Wharf (North 
Station), Central Wharf (Aquarium), 
Seaport (Commonwealth Pier), and 
Logan Airport, expanding transit 
access and improving connections 
across Boston Harbor.  

Designed with commuters in mind, 
the Harbor Loop will operate on 
weekdays approximately every 30 
minutes during peak travel periods.  
• Morning service will operate 

counterclockwise from 6:10am to 
11:30am  

• Evening service will operate 
clockwise from 3:55pm to 7:50pm.   

• There will be no service between 
11:30am and 3:55pm, or after 
7:50pm. 
The Harbor Loop supplements and 

does not replace the existing Seaport 
Ferry route, which is operated by the 
Massachusetts Convention Center.  

The new route provides more 
consistent travel options during peak 
commuting hours.  

Fares: One-way fares will cost $2.40 
(full fare) or $1.10 (reduced farefare), 
matching subway and Zone 1A 
pricing. Riders may pay using 
contactless Tap to Ride, cash or 
credit card on board, or the mTicket 
app. 

Commuter Rail passes Zone 1A 
through Zone 10 are valid on the new 
ferry route. CharlieCards cannot be 
used on any ferry route.  

Schedules and additional 
information at mbta.com/ferry.  

SAVE THE DATES: 
Comedy Fundraiser 

SE Mass. Vets celebrate Inde -
pendence, Sat., 7/18, Knights of 
Columbus, 57 Fairhaven Rd., 
Mattapoisett. Doors open at 6 p.m., 
dinner served at 7 p.m. Show to 
follow. Tickets: $60, includes dinner 
by On the Go Catering, cash bar, 
raffles, 50/50 drawing, silent/live 
auctions. PG-13 18+  

Sponsors: Dr. D.E. Burt, Disabled 
American Veterans Chapter #7, New 
Bedford; American Legion Post 265 
Acushnet; Thomas E. Tuttle VFW Post 
7239, Acushnet.  

For tickets, to donate or sponsor, 
please visit www.funny4funds.com/ 
events. For more information, please 
contact Bill Comeau, 508-315-7139. 

Boston Fireworks+ 
The 2026 Boston Pops Fireworks 

Spectacular, signature event will be 
held on July 4. Led by legendary 
conductor Keith Lockhart, this year’s 
free concert on the Charles River 
Esplanade will feature Grammy-
winning country music superstar 
Lainey Wilson, Grammy-winning 
artist Chance the Rapper, and New 
Orleans music icon Trombone Shorty, 
and more.   

The event will conclude with a 
fireworks display over the Charles 
River beginning at approximately 9:15 
p.m. The entire July 4 concert and 
fireworks display will be broadcast 
locally in Boston on WHDH-TV 
Channel 7 and streamed on the CNN 
app and CNN.com (7:00-9:30 p.m.).  

Public access to the Oval lawn in 
front of the Hatch Shell will open at 
noon on 7/4. Throughout the after -
noon, the Esplanade will feature 
family-friendly activities, conces -
sions, and public programming con -
nected to the MA250 celebration. Visit 
https://www.boston harborfest.com 

mailto:bdumais@sailsinc.org
http://www.funny4funds.com
https://www
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RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL SOLAR 

SOLAR SERVICE & 
MAINTENANCE 
EV CHARGERS 

SERVICE UPGRADES 
ENERGY STORAGE 

GENERATORS

Mike Rotondo, Owner, Fairhaven Resident 
Portside Renewables, LLC 

NABCEP Certification 
18 Years Industry Experience

LIC MA Masters  
22342A HIC 18176 
MA CSL CS-102054 

LIC. RI Masters A-004998

Come visit us at our new location 
23a County Rs., Mattapoisett

Reflex to Balance 
Experience Reflexology to help the  

Mind, Body, & Soul

Holistic Therapy for Stress, 
Anxiety, Pain, and Fatigue 
Bring your mind and your 
body together to promote 

healing.

Each session enters you in 
the FREE monthly  
Raffle Drawing! 

Tell us you saw us in the 
Neighb News, receive a 

free bracelet.

Located in Fairhaven, MA

By Appointment Only. 
Call/Text  

201-388-0225

Ascent  
Audiology  

and Hearing 
We are here to help you hear.

Dartmouth and Somerset

508-996-0389 
www.rjaudiology.com

Come see Buster at Ascent Audiology!
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