
First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the  

free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

 Judge Murray Gurfein, Pentagon Papers case, June 17, 1971: 
“The security of the Nation is not at the ramparts alone. Security also lies in the value of 
our free institutions. A cantankerous press, an obstinate press, a ubiquitous press must be 

suffered by those in authority in order to preserve the even greater values of  
freedom of expression and the right of the people to know.” 
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L-R: Gerami Pacheco, Nutrition Program Director at Coastline Elderly, and Susan Ouimet of Coastline, help Fairhaven Select Board 
Chairperson, Charles Murphy, set up the next batch of meals to pack into the bag for delivery on 3/20/26 at the Fairhaven Council on 
Aging to celebrate the Meals on Wheels program, which delivers more than 1600 meals in Greater New Bedford every day. See page 
12 for story. Photo by Beth David.  

Celebrating Meals on Wheels



Where IS that warm 
spring weather hiding? 

At least all the spring 
events are starting to kick 
in. See pages 5, 6, 7 for all 
kinds of fun stuff going on. 

Including.... 
No Kings 3 rallies, 

protests, standouts, visibilities all around the country. 
In these parts, we have one in New Bedford (see page 6). 

Clearly, the Big Buffoon can’t get the hint. So, we have 
to keep doing this. I know, it seems like the rallies don’t 
help, but they do. Little victories are getting chalked up 
all over the country. It doesn’t help the people who have 
been kidnapped by the regime and shipped off to who-
knows-where. Somebody should do one of those round-
up fund-raisers for the ACLU. God bless ’em! 

Closer to home, we have budget woes.  
I have to say, town officials have been seriously 

working to figure out how to get to a balanced budget 
and still pay for al the stuff we’re used to. Without an 
override, though, I just don’t see how it will work. We’ve 
seen this wall at the end of the road for a few years now. 
It seems we are finally going to hit it.  

I think the effects won’t be felt immediately, but when 
they kick in, well, it will be interesting. 

At first, it will seem minor, like the pothole that 
doesn’t get fixed right away because we are short a 
person in the highway department. No big deal, until it 
grows and grows. And not as much money for roads 
means we’ll feel like we’re in a developing country. And 
ambulance response? Oh, if you’ve ever waited for an 
ambulance you know each minute is like an hour. 

The schools may have to do something drastic. 
Look, I’m just as broke as anyone. I’m always just 

barely scraping by, but...sometimes you just have to pay 
for stuff. If we want the convenience of services, we 
have to pay for them. 

I’ll do my spiel about government not being a 
business another time. I’m tired, it’s late.  

One of the things we reporters like to say is we go to 
the meetings so you don’t have to. And I absolutely 
understand that you don’t want to watch a three-hour 
budget meeting. But you can download the documents, 
take a peek at them whenever you can. And keep your 
eye on these pages for updates. 

Town Meeting is the first Saturday in May. They will 
probably have two budgets to choose from: One that 
funds services at the level we want; and one that will 
require drastic cuts. The one we want will require a 
Proposition 2 1/2 override, a decision voters will have to 
make at the ballot box. Decision day is approaching, 
Fairhaven. 

There’s other stuff in here, of course. While you’re 
looking for it, be sure to notice who our advertisers are 
so you can tell them you saw their ads in the Neighb 
News. 

Until next week then, see ya, 
 

Glory to Ukraine! 
Glory to the Heroes! 
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By Beth David 
Editor 

In a meeting that got tense at 
times, the Fairhaven Select Board, 
School Committee, and Finance 
Committee met for three hours on 
3/19/26 to try to balance a budget 
that is $1.5 million short without cuts 
to departments and services. 

SC chairperson, Brian Monroe, 
gave an opening statement that did 
not mince words about the number in 
the budget documents being under 
net school spending. He claimed it 
was $400K under the state mandated 
amount.  

Town Administrator, Keith Hickey, 
said he used the number he could 
find because the school department 
did not get back to him with the right 
number. 

Mr. Monroe said he Googled it and 
did not understand why it was so 
hard for Mr. Hickey to find. 

Mr. Hickey countered that Mr. 
Monroe was a “better Googler.” 

At one point Mr. Hickey said he 
asked for the number more than 
once. 

“I feel duped, frankly,” said Mr. 

Hickey. 
“You never asked me,” countered 

Mr. Monroe. 
Mr. Hickey said he would not ask 

the School Committee chair, he asked 
the Superintendent. It would be 
“disrespectful” to her, he said to ask 
someone else. 

For her part, the Superintendent, 
Tara Kohler, said the number was 
discussed at their February meeting 
and had been available since then. 

Mr Hickey said that made it more  
troubling that they had the number 
for so long and did not share it. 

After much back and forth, Mr. 
Hickey simply said that the town 
must meet the state’s mandate and so 
he would have to find $400k in cuts to 
other departments. 

The Select Board also discussed 
the budget, with updated numbers, at 
their 3/23 meeting, but held off on 
voting, deciding instead to hold a 
meeting on 3/30 to discuss the budget 
and Town Meeting articles. 

In that meeting, Mr. Hickey pre -
sented adjustments to the budget to 
close the gap, which, he said, was 
closer to $275K, not $400K 

The adjustments include eliminat -
ing a second truck driver position 
($50K); reducing health insurance 
($100K), which is an estimated 
reduction; reduce the library $15K, 
which is the amount reduced after a 
correction was made; eliminate the 
office of tourism, aka Discover 
Fairhaven/Community Development, 
($102,241); reduce overtime hours in 
accounting, police and fire depart -
ments ($62K); add $150 from pre -
viously available funds.  

That $329,391 in savings would be 
offset by $42,500 in reinstated cuts. 

The result is $286,891 in increased 
revenue to the schools. 

In the SB meeting on 3/23, and 
included in his memo, Mr. Hickey said 
the changes increase the school 
budget to $26,392,067, which is 
approximately $43,334 above the Net 
School Spending calculation provided 
by the school department. Mr. Hickey 
said the numbers are being reviewed 
again to confirm accuracy. 

In order to get the number more 
comfortably above Net School 
Spending, Mr. Hickey recommended 

Fairhaven holds marathon budget meeting

First Congregational  
Church, UCC 
34 Center Street 
Fairhaven, MA 
508-993-3368 

Palm Sunday • March 29 • 10 a.m. 
A special service when we will remember Jesus’ last days before crucifixion. 

Maundy Thursday • April 2 
Soup Supper: 5:30 p.m. in Maddaford Vestry (William St. entrance) 

A Service of Silence: 6:15 p.m. in Maddaford Vestry (William St. entrance) 
Join us for a meaningful service where we are drawn into the quiet intimacy 

of Jesus's final meal with his friends. Through sound, touch, silence and 
song, we are invited to notice the Spirit moving in fresh and surprising ways. 

Good Friday • April 3 • Noon – 3 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary 

Personal Meditation/Prayer Time  
Our sanctuary will be open for anyone who wants to spend a portion of  

this time in meditation and prayer.  

Easter Sunday • April 5 • 10 a.m. 
Join with other members and friends of our church to sing out “Christ is 

Risen” as we celebrate the resurrection in song, prayer, and scripture.

Worship with us this 
Easter Season!

BUDGET: cont’d on page 13
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By Beth David 
Editor 

The Fairhaven Select Board voted 
to approve the appointment of Carla 
Mourao as Treasurer/Collector at its 
meeting on 3/23/26. 

Ms. Mourao has more than 30 
years of experience in related 
positions, including as an Assistant 
Treasurer/Collector, and currently as 
Treasurer/Collector in Somerset.  

“I have the heart, work ethic, and 
dedication you need to get the job 
done,” said Ms. Mourao. “Both 
professionally and personally I’ve 
always strived to achieve my full 
potential as well as inspire others to 
do the same.” 

Select Board Chairperson, Charles 
Murphy, said she came highly recom -
mended by several people, including 
George Samia, who served as Interim 
TA in Fairhaven. 

Town Administrator Keith Hickey 
said he reached to Ms. Mourao at the 
recommendation of Mr. Samia.  

After speaking with Ms. Mourao, 
Mr. Hickey quickly arranged for her to 
go in and meet Assistant Town 
Administrator of Finance, Town 

Accountant, Anne Carreiro, and Pam 
Bettencourt, who is retiring from the 
position, but has been covering the 
office until the town found someone.  

Mr. Hickey said they were so 
“pleasantly surprised” at her 
accomplishments and work ethic. 

“I think she’s going to be a perfect 
fit with the cast of characters we 
already have here,” said Mr. Hickey. 
“And step right in and do a fabulous 

job.” 
The board voted unanimously to 

approve the appointment. She will 
start on 4/6. 

In another matter, the board read a 
proclamation to Patrick Timothy 
Fleming recognizing him for achieving 
the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Mr. Fleming’s Eagle Scout project 
was replacing the ceiling tiles in the 
basement hall at St. Mary’s church in 
Fairhaven, which is where Troop 52 
meets. 

“This prestigious accomplishment 
represents years of dedication, 
leadership, and service to both the 
community and the Town of 
Fairhaven,” reads the citation. “Your 
commitment to the values of 
citizenship, character, and service 
reflects great credit upon yourself, 
your family, your troop, and the 
community you proudly serve.” 

Mr. Fleming was not able to attend 
the meeting, but his father, Timothy, 
did address the board. He said his 
son is the first to achieve Eagle Scout 
for Troop 52, but there are other right 
behind him. He said the troop has 

Fairhaven hires treasurer

SELECT: cont’d on page 14

 

I think she’s going to be  

a perfect fit with the cast  

of characters we already 

have here. And step right 

in and do a fabulous job. 

[Town Administrator,  

Keith Hickey 

 

Ascent  
Audiology  

and Hearing 
We are here to help you hear.

Dartmouth and Somerset

508-996-0389 
www.rjaudiology.com

Pam Vicek has joined our Dartmouth staff! 
L-R: Pam, Rena, Buster
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AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS

FHS Production 
The Fairhaven High School Theatre 

Company is thrilled to announce the 
production of this year’s spring 
musical, Anastasia. Based on the 1997 
animated film, Anastasia follows the 
story of a brave young woman as she 
sets out to discover the mystery of 
her past. Pursued by a ruthless Soviet 
officer determined to silence her, 
Anya enlists the aid of a dashing con 
man and a lovable ex-aristocrat. 
Together, they embark on an epic 
adventure from Russia to Paris to 
help her find home, love and family.  

Anastasia will be performed at 
Fairhaven High School on March 26th, 
27th and 28th at 7PM, with a matinee 
on March 29th at 2PM. Tickets are $20 
for adults, $15 for seniors and 
students, and $10 for FHS students 
and staff (ID required at the door). 
Tickets are assigned seating and can 
be purchased online at https://gofan. 
co/app/school/MA22183_1. Please 
note this production is expected to 
sell out, and tickets may not be 
available at the door. For more 
information, please email 
mrebelo@fairhavenps.net.  

NFIA Easter Egg 
Hunt 

The North Fairhaven Improvement 
Association invites you to join us for 
our annual Easter Egg Hunt on Sat., 
4/4, at Livesey Park, Parker Street, 
Fairhaven, 9 a.m. SHARP. 

Children from toddler to 12 are 
invited to participate. Categories are: 
Toddler to age 4, 5–8, 9–12.  

Bring your Easter basket and come 
out to welcome the Easter Bunny.  

Fill-A-Bag 
Heavenly Treasures thrift store, at 

First Congregational Church, 34 
Center St. (use William St. entrance), 
Fairhaven. Open Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Fill-A-Bag: $5/bag (we supply the 
bags), all clothes, pocketbooks, 
shoes, coats. Sat., 3/28, and Wed. & 
Sat., 4/1 & 4/4, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Soup Night 
Please join the St. Mary’s Parich 

Faith Formation Classes for a great 
community event.  We will have Soup, 
Salad, Refreshments & Desserts. We 

will also have a Raffle Table with many 
different baskets created by each 
class. All proceeds will go towards a 
year-end event for our students.  

Sat., 3/28, 5:30 p.m. after Mass, 
downstairs in the parish hall, 440 
Main St., Fairhaven. Tickets are $5 per 
person and available for purchase 
after Masses, during classes or 
reserve tickets by calling Liz 
Medeiros, 508-726-3817, or emailing 
her at bizliz1196@gmail.com 

OLOA Dinner 
Get Tickets NOW! Sat., 3/28, 5–8 

p.m., Our Lady of Angels Club, 7 Jesse 
St., Fairhaven, MA 02719. Chicken 
Mozambique OR BIFANA. $15/pp. Call 
or text Joe Mello, 508-733-4608, for 
tickets.  

Herring Run Talk 
In observance of the spring eqinox 

kicking off the fish moon, join the 
Fairhaven Acushnet Land Preserva -
tion Trust Land Manager Waban 
Webquish (Marcus) for a presentation 
on the annual herring run in nearby 
Acushnet, Massachusetts.  

Monday, March 30,  6:30 PM–7:30 
PM, UU Auditorium, 102 Green St., 
Fairhaven. To register, visit 
https://tinyurl.com/ycx5c88t 

Mariner Soccer 
Annual Meeting 

The Mariner Youth Soccer Club's 
Annual Meeting will be held Tuesday, 
March 31, 2026 at 7:00 pm at the 
Fairhaven Council on Aging located at 
229 Huttleston Avenue, Fairhaven, 
MA  02719.   All members are welcome 
to attend.    

The meeting will include elections 
for board positions and committee 
updates and appointments. Please 
address questions or interest to: info@ 
marineryouthsoccer.onmicrosoft.com 

Town Hall hours 
Effective the week of 3/23/26, 

Fairhaven Town Hall will no longer be 
open on Friday afternoons. The new 
hours will result in town hall being 
open for 41.5 hours, instead of 40, but 
will also close on Friday afternoons. 
The new schedule adds an hour in the 
morning, opening at 7:30 instead of 
8:30; and adds 1.5 hours on Monday 
nights, closing at 6 instead of 4:30. 

Fridays, the town hall will close at 
11:30 a.m. 

New hours are: Monday, 7:30 a.m.– 
6 p.m.; Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs -
day, 7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.; Friday, 7:30 
a.m.–11:30 a.m. 

Solidarity 
Show solidarity every night in the 

streets to stop ICE and to STOP the 
ear in Iran. Visibilities will be held 
around the region in different 
municipalities each night until we 
remove the regime and abolish ICE.  

In Fairhaven, join us every 
Thursday at 6 p.m., at the corner of 
Walnut and Center Streets in the 
center of town.   

Briing signs, friends, family, and 
neighbors. Play music, create art, 
read poetry, and chant. 

If everyone shows up when they 
can, there will be people in the streets 
every night.  

Odor  
Complaints 

The Fairhaven Board of Health has 
created an online odor complaint 
form for those living near the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. This 
information will help town officials 
better understand when odors occur 
and evaluate whether additional 
mitigation measures are needed. 

If you are in the area of the 
treatment plant and notice strong 
odors, please consider taking a 
moment to file a report using the 
complaint form available on the Town 
of Fairhaven website at www. 
fairhaven-ma.gov. If you do not have 
access to the internet, you can call 
the Health Department at (508) 979-
4032.  Consistent feedback from 
residents will help the town identify 
patterns and respond more 
effectively. 

Fairhaven Dollars 
for Scholars 

Fairhaven Dollars for Scholars 
proudly announces over 45 scholar -
ships now available for 2026. 

Application period is February 1, 
2026 thru April 1, 2026.  

For a full list of scholarships and 
details on how to apply go to https:// 
fairhaven.dollarsforscholars.org.  

https://gofan
mailto:bizliz1196@gmail.com
http://marineryouthsoccer.onmicrosoft.com
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HAPPENINGS OVERTOWN

No Kings 3 
March for the People. Sat., 3/28, 

North 6th St. and Kempton St. 
(courthouse), New Bedford, 3–5 p.m.   

We are taking to the streets. We are 
starting at the Courthouse in NB and 
marching through the streets. We will 
end at City Hall and there will be 
tables, chairs and spots for people to 
sit if that is your preference.  

We need to have our voices heard.  
We have the power and are 

claiming it together. No Thrones. No 
Crowns. No Kings.  

What began in 2025 as a single day 
of defiance has become a sustained 
national resistance to tyranny, 
spreading from small towns to city 
centers and across every community 
determined to defend democracy. 
Our peaceful movement is bigger 
than ever.  

When our families are under attack 
and costs are pushing people to the 
brink, silence is not an option. We will 
defend ourselves and our communi -
ties against this administration’s 
unjust and cruel acts of violence.  

On March 28th, rise up, take to the 
streets, and say it loud: no thrones, 
no crowns, no kings. We’re not 
watching history happen—we’re 
making it. Join us.  

A core principle behind all No 
Kings events is a commitment to 
nonviolent action. We expect all 
participants to seek to de-escalate 
any potential confrontation with 
those who disagree with our values 
and to act lawfully at these events. 
Weapons of any kind, including those 
legally permitted, should not be 
brought to events.  

Honor Vietnam Vets 
Vietnam veterans will be honored 

at a special event this weekend. The 
Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 
499 invites everyone to National 
Vietnam War Veterans Day Ceremony 
at 11 a.m. Sun., 3/29 at the Fort Taber-
Fort Rodman Military Museum and 
Veterans Memorial at Fort Taber Park, 
1000C South Rodney French Blvd., 
New Bedford.  

The military museum will open at 
10 a.m. with refreshments. This will 
be followed by a ceremony with 
speakers inside the museum at the 
Vietnam section.  

At about 1 p.m., the ceremony will 
move to the Vietnam memorial in the 

park. There will be a benediction, 
laying of a wreath and the sounding of 
“Taps.’’  

After the wreath laying ceremony, 
participants may gather at the museum 
for refreshments and fellowship.  

Dance Group 
The internationally acclaimed 

Parsons Dance will appear at SoCo 
Movement Arts on Tuesday, April 1 
for a special evening performance 
and audience Q&A.  

Known for its athletic, joyful, and 
highly musical style, Parsons Dance 
has performed around the world and 
is considered one of the leading 
modern dance companies today. The 
performance offers South Coast 
audiences a rare opportunity to 
experience this celebrated company 
in an intimate setting.  

Doors open at 5:00 PM, with the 
performance beginning at 6:00 PM, 
followed by a Q&A with the artists. 
Tickets are $50. The event will take 
place at SoCo Movement Arts, 201 
Pope’s Island, New Bedford, MA. 
Tickets are available at: https:// 
tinyurl.com/3n3y3zfd 

YTI Production 
Your Theatre Inc. presents “The 

Best We Could” (a family tragedy) by 
Emily Feldman. A stunningly hilarious 
and tragic tale of a modern father and 
daughter. 

In this 2023 debut play from Emily 
Feldman, follow Ella and her father, 
Lou, on a surprise road trip to adopt 
a rescue dog. Guided by the fourth 
wall-breaking narrator, named Maps, 
the duo crosses state lines, family 
history, and more. 

From the insistent phone calls with 
Peg, Ella’s mother, to the oddball 
characters along the way, this 
modern theatrical experience is 
funny, wise, and heartbreaking in 
every breath. 

Performances at the Steeple 
Playhouse, 159 William St. New 
Bedford, MA 02740; 508)-993-0772. Fri. 
& Sat., 3/20 & 21 at 7:30 p.m.; Sun., 
3/22, at 2 p.m.; Fri. & Sat., 3/27 & 28 at 
7:30 p.m.; Sat. & Sun., 3/28 & 29 at 2 p.m.  

Join us for a special talkback with 
the cast and director on opening night, 
March 20, immediately after the show! 

For tickets, visit https:// 
yourtheatre.org/. Tickets are also 
available at the door, 30 minutes 

before curtain time. 
Adult, $27; Senior, Military, 

Student, $22; MCC Card to Culture $5. 
No one will be turned away due to 
inability to pay. 

OLOP Fish Fry 
LAST ONE! 

Please join us on March 13, 20, 27, 
and April 3 from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
for Our Lady of Purgatory’s Lenten 
Fish Fry at the OLOP Parish Center, 
4254 Acushnet Avenue, New Bedford, 
MA. It's a great opportunity to enjoy 
baked or fried fish & chips (cole slaw, 
rolls, dessert, and a beverage) all for 
a donation of $18.00. It’s also a great 
time to share some laughter and 
fellowship. 

Purchase your tickets today by 
contacting us at (508) 996-8934 or 
officeolop@gmail.com  

Broadway Karaoke 
FREE. (This event was originally 

scheduled for Feb 28 ) 
Broadway Karaoke is a free one-

night only community event on Sat., 
4/4 at 7:30 pm at the New Bedford 
Harbor Hotel, 222 Union St., down -
town NB. hosted by the South Coast’s 
premiere profes sional musical 
theatre company, New Bedford 
Festival Theatre with no cover 
charge! Led by Broadway’s own South 
Coast resident Matt Ban (Dennis 
Dupree in Rock of Ages on Broadway), 
expect an amazing night belting out 
your favorite Broadway tunes! 

Preservation 
Lecture 

 The Rotch-Jones-Duff House & 
Garden Museum, 396 County St., NB, 
is welcoming the Preservation 
Society of Newport County (PSNC) 
once again for an annual lecture on 
preservation work on April 2nd at 
5:30pm. Two curatorial fellows from 
PSNC will speak in the museum 
parlors on their recent research in 
the collections. A suggested donation 
of $10 in lieu of a fee is accepted. 

Visit rjdmuseum.org  

SAVE THE DATE: 
Science Cafe 

Tues., 4/7, from 6 to 8 p.m., The 
Last Round Bar & Grille, 908 Purchase 
St., New Bedford. Methane Gas. 

https://yourtheatre.org
https://yourtheatre.org
https://yourtheatre.org
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HAPPENINGS OTHER LATITUDES

ORR Jr. High 
Musical 

Old Rochester Regional Junior 
High School Drama Club will present 
a musical about a play starring the 
teenage heartthrob of every girl in 
Shakespearean England. It's called 
“Adventures of the Fearsome Pirate 
Frank,” and the ORRJHS Drama Club 
is performing it at the Old Rochester 
Regional Junior High School Audito -
rium, 133 Marion Road, on Fri. & Sat., 
3/27 & 3/28 at 7 p.m.; and Sun., 3/29, 
at 2 p.m. 

The production is a comedic, high-
energy spoof that follows the story of 
a popular stage actor known for 
playing the Fearsome Pirate Frank, 
who becomes entangled in real-life 
pirate adventures when he and his 
fellow performers are unexpectedly 
kidnapped during a performance.  

The show blends humor, adventure 
and pop culture references, featuring 
a wide range of colorful characters, 
including pirates, mermaids and even a 
surprise superhero appearance, as the 
story unfolds both on stage and at sea.  

Tickets will be sold at the door, 
with admission set at $13 for adults 
and $7 for ORRJHS students and 
children 12 and under.  

Fire Fundraiser 
Help Ashley rebuild after a 

devastating fire. 
Join us on Sat., 3/28, 2–6 p.m., at 

Acushnet VFW Tuttle Post 7239, 28 
Rooevelt St., Acushnet. $10 suggested 
donation at the door.  

Featuring 50/50 raffle, one-rack 
pool tourney, caravan auction, food 
and music.  

Literary Mocktails 
Literary Society at the Mattapoisett 

Free Public Library, located at 7 
Barstow Street. Young professionals 
and emerging adults 20 and up are 
invited to join us for the Literary 
Society’s Mocktails and Mixology 
Masterclass on Tuesday, March 31st, 
at 6 PM. Participants are in for a 
spirited (zero-proof!) evening of 
Literary Mocktails with Jonathan 
Pogash, founder of The Cocktail Guru, 
and author of the Mr. Boston 
Bartender’s Guide 75th Anniversary 
Edition. Learn to craft sophisticated, 
book-inspired mocktails, mingle with 
new friends, and enjoy free snacks 

while trading book recommendations! 
Then chat with Jonathan during an 
exclusive book signing. Perfect for 
young book lovers and beverage 
enthusiasts 20 and up. No registration 
required.  

Literary Society is a media mixer 
for young people in Mattapoisett and 
its surrounding areas to discuss 
books, TV shows, movies, and 
podcasts, and to hear what other 
similarly aged patrons are enjoying! 
We’re committed to building commu -
nity for the next generation of readers 
and leaders. 

For more information, please visit 
us at 7 Barstow Street, online at 
www.mattapoisettlibrary.org, or call 
the library at (508) 758-4171.  

Veterans Shuttle 
VA Providence has expanded 

transportation options for Veterans in 
southeastern Massachusetts with a 
new Fairhaven/New Bedford Shuttle 
Service to help Veterans travel to 
appointments in Providence. 

Runs Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday. Departs Fairhaven Council on 
Aging at 7:00 AM; Stops at New 
Bedford VA Clinic at ~7:15 AM; Arrives 
at VA Providence at 8:00 AM 

Reservations must be made at 
least 3 business days in advance. To 
schedule transportation: 401-457-3387 

Heat Help 
There is still time to apply for the 

Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP), a critical resource that helps 
eligible households pay for winter 
heating costs. 

The free statewide program assists 
eligible residents in covering heating 
costs, providing supplemental fund -
ing that allows eligible renters and 
homeowners to keep their homes 
safe and warm.   

Bay Staters can learn more about 
eligibility and apply for HEAP by 
visiting mass.gov/heat. 

Concerts At Point 
Concerts at the Point is pleased to 

announce the next concert in its 29th 
annual concert series.  

Eight singers, no conductor, and a 
program built around what it means 
to be American. Cantus Vocal 
Ensemble will perform Land that I 
Love on Sun., 3/29, at Westport Point 
United Methodist Church, 1912 Main 

Road, as part of Concerts at the 
Point's 29th season.  

The concert begins at 3 p.m., with 
doors opening at 2:15.  

Cantus, one of the country's 
leading a cappella ensembles, 
operates without a conductor — its 
eight members rehearse and perform 
as chamber musicians, each shaping 
the artistic direction of the group. 
The program reflects that 
collaborative approach: 14 songs 
drawn from the classical and popular 
repertoire, works by contemporary 
composers and arrangements of 
traditional folk songs, assembled as a 
commemoration of the nation's 250th 
anniversary.  

It will be the first time Concerts at 
the Point has presented a vocal 
ensemble of this kind.  

Tickets are $40 for adults and $20 
for students. They may be purchased 
online at concertsatthepoint.org, by 
email at pointconcerts@gmail.com, or 
by phone at 617-512-5549.  

Concerts at the Point is a non-
profit corporation, run by volunteers 
and supported by generous 
contributions from foundations, 
businesses, and individual donors.  

Ocean Plan Mtg 
In response to the Oceans Act of 

2008, the Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs (EEA) 
issued the original Massachusetts 
Ocean Management Plan in 2009. The 
Oceans Act requires EEA to review 
the ocean plan at least once every 
five years, and the Massachusetts 
Office of Coastal Zone Management 
(CZM) leads the review process. EEA 
initiated a review of the current ocean 
plan in 2025, and this process is 
supported by the Ocean Advisory 
Commission (OAC) and Ocean 
Science Advisory Council (SAC), 
seven technical work groups, and 
significant public engagement. 

On March 30 at 11:00 a.m., the SAC 
will meet to go over the findings of 
three of the ocean plan technical 
work groups: Transportation & 
Navigation, Technology & Innovation, 
and Cultural & Recreational 
Resources.  

Visit https://tinyurl.com/ 
n3ubnhftfor the meeting agenda and 
additional information. This meeting 
will be held virtually via Zoom, and 
registration is now open. 

https://tinyurl.com
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RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL SOLAR 

SOLAR SERVICE & 
MAINTENANCE 
EV CHARGERS 

SERVICE UPGRADES 
ENERGY STORAGE 

GENERATORS

Mike Rotondo, Owner, Fairhaven Resident 
Portside Renewables, LLC 

NABCEP Certification 
18 Years Industry Experience

LIC MA Masters  
22342A HIC 18176 
MA CSL CS-102054 

LIC. RI Masters A-004998

Come visit us at our new location 
23a County Rs., Mattapoisett

Check Out  
Our Wide 
Variety of  

Cars 
www.aausedautos.com

OPEN 
Mon.–Fri. 

8 a.m.–7 p.m. 

Sat. 
8 a.m.–2 p.m.

196 Huttleston Ave. • Fairhaven, MA • 508-758-9500

Come in for your MA 
State Inspection. No 

appointment necessary!

Free diagnostics for 
any dashboard light

A&A WARRANTY! 
All of our parts come with a 12/12 
warranty (12 months/12,000 miles, 

whichever comes first)

We accept  
all competitors’ 

coupons.

389 Alden Road • Fairhaven, Mass. 

508-991-8600 
Short Term Rehab and Long Term Care 

“We Take Good Care of our Neighbors”

DEBIT CARD ROUND UP

FAIRHAVEN  |  FALL RIVER  |  NEW BEDFORD  |  SEEKONK

Insured by NCUA  |  NMLS #422864
Equal Housing Opportunity

508.994.9971  |  alltrustcu.org

Visit one of our neighborhood branches today!

Your spare change is your future gains.
Build your savings effortlessly with our new 
savings program available on any Alltrust 
checking account. We’ll automatically round 
up your debit card purchases to the nearest 
dollar and transfer it into your regular 
savings account*.

* The Debit Card Round Up program is available on signature and PIN 
debit card transactions only; ATM withdrawals do not qualify for this service. 
Round Up will not transfer if there is a negative or zero balance. If the 
purchase is returned, the round up transfer will not reversed. Joint account 
holders are automatically enrolled, there is no need to sign up separately. 
Business checking accounts can round up into a Core Business Savings if 
applicable. You can unenroll at any time. Alltrust reserves the right to cancel 
or modify the Debit Card Round Up program at any time.

How it works:
•  To enroll, call 508.994.9971 or visit a branch and ask to sign up for 

our Debit Card Round Up program.
•  Use your debit card in store or online and we will round up each 

purchase to the nearest dollar and automatically transfer it into 
your savings.
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Community  
Cookbook 

We are creating a Community 
Cookbook filled with the delicious 
recipes that make your kitchen — and 
your heart — happy. From secret 
family desserts to comfort-food 
classics, there is nothing sweeter than 
passing your favorite recipes down for 
generations to come. 

All submitted recipes will be 
lovingly gathered and turned into the 
very first Community Cookbook at the 
Fairhaven Council on Aging! Fresh off 
the press just in time for Christmas, 
these cookbooks will be available for 
purchase right here at the COA. 
Whether you share a recipe or take 
one home, you will be part of some -
thing warm, meaningful, and made 
with our wonderful community in mind.  

Let’s fill these pages — and our 
hearts — with something delicious!  

You may drop off your recipes 

handwritten, or typed. You can also 
include a photo. To submit by email: 
JBowers@Fairhaven-ma.gov. 

Deadline is September 25th. 
Mall Trips 

Reservations accepted for mall 
trips at beginning the 15th of the prior 
month. There is a $6 charge unless 
otherwise noted. Please bring exact 
amount. The van leaves the Fairhaven 
Senior Center promptly at 9: 4/1, First 
Light Casino; 4/8, Prov. Place Mall; 4/15, 
Mashpee Com mons; 4/22, Wrentham 
Village Outlets; 4/29, Hyannis Mall & 
Trader Joe’s. 

Movie  
Mondays 

Popcorn, pretzels and candy are 
part of the movie experience. If you 
would like a drink other than water, 
please feel free to bring your own. No 
alcohol. Thank you. All shows at 12:15. 

Would you like to have lunch before 
the movie? Please call us the Thursday 

before the movie to reserve yourself a 
lunch. $3 donation for the meal. Call 
508-979-4029. The movie is free. 

March 30. Easter Sunday. Comedy.  
A man returns home to celebrate 
Easter with his riotous, bickering, 
eating, drinking, laughing, loving family. 

Music  
Revue 

Matt York’s Classic Country Music 
Revue featuring the songs of classic 
country and honk-tonk artists: Hank 
Williams, Patsy Cline, Johnny Cash, 
The Highwaymen and more. 

April 9, 12:30 p.m. If you would like 
to have lunch prior to the Music 
Revue, please call by April 6th. Must 
sign up in advance, 508-979-4029. 

Longtime New England musician/ 
author, Matt York, Twice Boston Music 
Award nominee; “The Wisdom of 
Willie Nelson,” recently released book. 
Supported by the Fairhaven Cultural 
Council.

Fairhaven Recreation Center

508-979-4029 • 229 Huttleston Ave • Fairhaven 
Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 7:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.; Wed., 7:30 a.m.–8 p.m.

Fairhaven Senior Center/Council on Aging

Visit our website at: http://fairhavenma.virtualtownhall.net/Pages/FairhavenMA_COA/index

Open Mon-Thurs, 6 a.m.-8 p.m.; Fri., 6 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; Closed Sunday • 227 Huttleston Ave, 
508-993-9269 https://www.fairhaven-ma.gov/recreation-department

Flashlight Easter Egg Hunt 
NOTE DATE CORRECTION 
25th Annual Flashlight Easter Egg 

Hunt (pre registration is required) 
Join us for the annual flashlight egg 
hunt. Children will search for their 
eggs on the Recreation center 
grounds and return them to the Easter 
Bunny for a special treat. Don’t forget 
to bring your flashlight & camera for 
pictures with the Easter Bunny. In the 
event of Rain, the event will be held 
indoors at the Center. Date: March 27 
7:15 PM; 11 and under $7 per person 

KoolKids April Vacation 
Embark on a thrilling school 

vacation program tailored for grades 
K-7, packed with an array of 
activities! Dive into active games, 
team sports, captivating art projects, 
exhilarating science challenges, 
brain-teasing, team building and 
much more. Our program is de -
signed to ignite creativity, teamwork 
and exploration while ensuring each 

child has a blast in a dynamic and 
inclusive setting. Please ensure 
children wear comfortable clothing 
and sneakers. They should also 
bring a water bottle, a snack, and 
lunch each day 8am-4pm April 21-24 
No program April 20th 
Town Meeting Kool Kids Day 

A fun filled day program tailored 
for grades K-7, packed with an array 
of activities! Dive into active games, 
team sports, captivating art projects, 
exhilarating science challenges, brain-
teasing, team building and much 
more. Our program is designed to 
ignite creativity, teamwork and 
exploration while ensuring each 
child has a blast in a dynamic and 
inclusive setting. Please ensure 
children wear comfortable clothing 
and sneakers. They should also 
bring a water bottle, a snack, and 
lunch for the day. Starts 1 hour 
before town meeting and ends 30 
minutes after Town meeting con -
cludes. Free for current Town 

Meeting members. $35.00 for non- 
voting Town meeting attendees. 

Qigong Class 
with Robin Fielding  Join us for a 

calming and restorative Qigong class 
led by experienced instructor Robin 
Fielding. Qigong is a gentle mind-
body practice that combines slow, 
flowing movements, focused breath -
ing, and mindful awareness to pro -
mote relaxation, balance, and overall 
well-being.This class is suitable for 
all fitness levels and abilities. 
Participants will be guided through 
easy-to-follow movements designed 
to reduce stress, improve flexibility, 
support circulation, and cultivate 
inner calm. No prior experience is 
necessary. Come as you are, wear 
comfortable clothing, and enjoy an 
hour dedicated to movement, 
breath, and mindfulness. you can 
register for this class online and pay 
at class. The $10 will be paid directly 
to the instructor. Starting March 4th 
Wednesdays 5pm-6pm 

mailto:JBowers@Fairhaven-ma.gov


Weather 
Beaten 

Dear Frankie, 
The weather 

this winter is 
really getting me 
down. Endless 
days of freezing 
temperatures 
and cloudy skies 
that darken by 4 
o’clock are hard 
to handle.  
During the 

blizzard, we lost power and were 
housebound for three days. The town 
plows pushed snow up against the 
dog park fence. It took two weeks for 
the snow to melt before we could 
open the gate.  

My dad offered to schedule a Zoom 
call with my friends, which I 
appreciated. But it was a joke. Most of 
my friends have older parents who, I 
wouldn’t be surprised, still use rotary 
phones.  

Why has the weather taken such a 
toll on me? 

Selzer 

Dear Selzer,  
This is the first year in years we 

have had this much snow and cold 
weather. So, you haven’t experienced 
not seeing your friends and exer -
cising for extended periods before.  

Now that you know the kind of 
weather winter can bring, use your 
time to plan some social activities for 
future years. If you or one of your 
friends has a large garage, an indoor 
swimming pool, or a large basement, 
how about getting together there? 

I’m sure most of your friends’ 
parents have a computer and could 
be taught to Zoom. You might also 
think about how to entertain yourself 
when you can’t get out. Being able to 
enjoy time alone is an important life 
skill that everyone should develop. 

It’s also important to keep in mind 
that winter is three months long, not 
a life sentence. Before you know it, 
the birds will be back, and the 
daffodils will be blooming.  

Best, Frankie 
© 2026 Geneva Woodruff 

Comments and letters can be sent to 
Frankie at dearfrankiecolumn@gmail. 
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Recipe of the Week

Frankie

Dear 
Dear Frankie

Light Chocolate Cake 
8 oz. semi-sweet chocolate 
4 eggs (separated) 
1/2 cup butter 
1 cup white sugar 
3 tbsp seedless raspberry jam 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
1/2 cup all-purpose flour 
1 tbsp powdered sugar 
 

Line a 9” round cake pan with 
wax paper.  

Melt chocolate in the micro -
wave, cool slightly and beat in egg 
yolks.  

In a large bowl, beat butter, 3/4 
cup sugar, jam and vanilla until 
light and fluffy. Add chocolate 
mixtur, and beat until smooth. Stir 
in flour. 

In another bowl, beat egg 
whites until foamy. Add remaining 
sugar, and beat until the whites  
hold soft peaks. Fold egg whites 
into the chocolate batter while 
stirring. Pour batter into pan. 

Bake at 300° for 45 minutes or 
until a toothpick inserted into the 
center comes out with moist 
crumbs. 

Cool in pan. Dust with 
powdered sugar.

HEATING OIL & DIESEL

$5.08 

Gal

Price may 
change

We strive to maintain our competitive reputation  
by reducing costs

24-Hour Service
Over 15 years’ 

 experience

508-996-8042 • 126 MacArthur Drive 
New Bedford, MA 02740

www.luzofuel.com

FRANKIE: cont’d on page 17

Your Local, 
Independent Pharmacy 
Offering everything you expect, 
only focused with your health 

and well-being  
in mind.

Delivery Monday–Friday 
Single and Multi-Dose Packaging 
Seamless Prescription Transfer

Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.–6 p.m. • Sat., 9 a.m.–1 p.m. • Closed Sun.

72 Main St. • Fairhaven, MA 02719 
Phone: 508-525-4455 • Fax: 774-206-1692 • www.FhvnRX.com 

Quality Remodeling & Finish Work • Kitchens • Bathrooms • Decks 
All Types of Interior & Exterior Remodeling • Fully Insured

508-992-6622 
OVER 40 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE 
Fairhaven, MA

MA H.I.C. Reg. #125134 • MA Const. Sup. Lic #007769 • EPA Lead-Safe Cert.

Be sure to  
tell our 

advertisers 
you saw their 

ads in the 
Neighb News!

Buying or selling a home? 
I can help.

Catherine 
Costa 
Realtor

7 8 1 - 7 2 4 - 1 5 0 4  
c a t h e r i n e @ d i v i t o r e a l t y . c o m
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General Contractor
Licensed General Contractor 

for 46 years 
Roofing • Decks • Porches • Windows • Doors

MA Const. Sup. Lic. # 003000 
MA Home Imp. Lic. #181168

EPA Lead Safe Certified 
Fully Insured

Materials Supplied by ABC Supply Company

Marc A. Gadbois • 508-992-0226

By Beth David 
Editor 

The weekly protest visibility in 
Fairhaven has expanded to include a 
message to stop the war in Iran. 
Every Thursday at 6 p.m., protesters 
gather at the corner of Walnut and 
Center Streets in Fairhaven, at the 
intersection that includes Town Hall, 
Millicent Library, and Unitarian 
Church. It started out as a stop ICE 
(Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement) weekly protest, and 
now includes the war in Iran. The 
public is encouraged to attend. To 
learn more about different protests 
against teh current administration in 
DC, find the Fairhaven Democratic 
Town Committee on Facebook. See 
page 6 for information on the No 
Kings 3 protest in New Bedford, 
which the Fairhaven DTC will be 
joining.

Acushnet Fire Department  
Press Release 

At 3:07pm on Wednesday, March 
18, 2026, the Acushnet Fire & EMS 
Department responded to 652 Middle 
Rd. for a report of a structure fire. On 
arrival, first responders located a two 
and one-half-story wood-frame resi -
dence with smoke coming from the 
eaves, chimney and vent pipes. Upon 
investigation, smoke could be seen 
through every window of the 
structure. Upon entry, crews located 
a fire in the north-west corner of the 
basement. No one was home at the 
time of the fire, which was confirmed 
by a neighbor.  

The fire took just under thirty 
minutes to fully extinguish. Crews 
remained on scene for just over an 

hour to overhaul and extinguish hot 
spots. Acushnet crews were assisted 
on scene by Acushnet Police Depart -
ment, Providence Canteen, New 
Bedford Fire Department, and Acush -
net Office of Emergency Management. 
Mattapoisett Fire Department covered 
Fire Station #1. During the incident, 
the Fairhaven Fire & EMS Department 
provided an ambulance for a separate 
medical emergency.  

The incident is still under investi -
ga tion, but the preliminary investiga -
tion reveals this to be an accidental 
fire, electrical in nature. The home 
suffered moderate damage to the 
electrical system, HVAC system and 
contents in the basement.  

No injuries to civilians or any emer -
gency responders were reported. All 

crews were fully returned to service 
by 5:45pm.  

“I would like to thank the hard-
working men and women of the 
Acushnet Fire & EMS Department, 
Acushnet Police Department and 
Emergency Management staff that 
assisted the homeowners. This has 
been an extremely busy few months, 
between all of the snow and the 
increase in fire activity (both in town 
and assisting our mutual aid part -
ners) and the staff has gone above 
and beyond to perform their jobs and 
provide a valuable service to the 
community. I could not be more 
proud of the men and women of the 
Acushnet Fire & EMS Department,” 
Chief Farland reiterated. 

Stop war, stop ICE stand-out every Thursday in Fairhaven

Two displaced in Acushnet House Fire

Jane Kalife Paul 
REALTOR©

508-971-9824

Platinum Club Member  
Representing the Top 5% 
of Jack Conway Agents 

NEW LIST PRICE

NEW LIST PRICE: 
$389,000/TO BE BUILT 

1256 No. Hixville Rd., Dartmouth  
RANCH STYLE HOME/ 

2.35 Acres  
Foundation & well installed  

Land cleared, septic plan in hand  
Temporary electric to the site  

Bring your builders & complete 
this Ranch Style Home

Anti-war protesters stand out at the corner of Walnut and Center Streets in Fairhaven on 
Thursday, 3/19/26, where they will continue to gather every Thursday at 6 p.m. to protest 
the war and the ICE ((Immigration and Customs Enforcement). Photo by Beth David. 
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By Beth David 
Editor 

Coatline Elderly Services hosted a 
March for Meals event at the 
Fairhaven Council on Aging on 
3/20/26, to celebrate Meals on Wheels 
program and the drivers and volun -
teers who deliver the meals. The 
program delivers more than 1600 
meals a day to elderly and disabled 
people in Greater New Bedford.  

Gerami Pacheco, Nutrition Program 
Director at Coastline, spoke to the 
group of town officials, elected officials, 
and volunteers. 

“Today’s March for Meals event is 
to recognize the importance of this 
program in our community,” said Mr. 
Pacheco. “Meals on Wheels does not 
only just deliver a nutritious meal, 
but we also deliver a safety check. We 
deliver that compassion and that 
care  to our consumers throughout 
the community.” 

He said that from the Fairhaven 
COA, about 300 meals go out, with 
200  going to Fairhaven residents and 
100 going to Acushnet.  

“Truly so blessed to have the staff 
that we have, our drivers, our 
volunteers, our COAs, and just our 
community partners,” said Mr. 
Pacheco and specifically thanked 
elected and town officials. 

Zach Boyer, Planning Director at 
Coastline, gave a quick history of the 
program which started with the Older 
Americans Act in 1965. He said they 
are part of a national effort. 

“Especially now with the federal 
focus and trying to make cuts, we 
have never been more mindful of 
trying to have the best value and the 
best nutrition for our older adults so 
we can demonstrate the vital 
importance of this program to not 
just you, but our consumers and all 
the other elected officials who help 

fund it with our 
state and federal 
partners and 
funding streams,” 
said Mr. Boyer, 
adding that addi -
tional funding 
comes from a 
variety of other 
sources. 

“So it takes 
many hands to 
make light work, 
and I'd like to 
close by thanking 
you for being one 
of those many 
hands today,” 
said Mr. Boyer. 

Fairhaven COA 
director, Martha 
Reed, echoed Mr. Pacheco’s senti -
ment that the meal delivery is more 
than a meal. 

“From our point of view, often times 
it’s the drivers that are seeing people 
for the first time, and sometimes 
that's the only person they see and 
interact with each day,” said Ms. 
Reed. “So the importance of that 
program helps when they identify an 
issue or they get to know the clients 
very well, they can tell when 
something’s wrong and oftentimes 
can alert us to an issue.” 

She told the story of a man whose 
grandson moved in with him because 
he was alone. The driver alerted the 
COA and they were able to get him 
some needed services. 

“So the importance of this program, 
I cannot more strongly advocate to 
keep this program moving,” she said. 
“We serve about 30 congregate 
lunches here every day, it’s cafe style, 
and it’s just nice for people to be able 
to come together and socialize, and 
that helps alleviate loneliness. And 

that’s a very large problem in older 
Americans.” 

State Rep. Mark Sylvia also 
addressed the group, saying it was a 
“true partnership” between Coastline 
and Fairhaven.  

“I think, as has been said by the 
other speakers, food security is a big 
challenge here on the South Coast, 
particularly for our most vulnerable 
population,” said Mr. Sylvia. “And for 
us to come together at this event and 
for Coastline and the town and the 
volunteers and the staff to be out 
there, not only providing nutritious 
meals, but as Martha said, to connect 
with people, to have that one-on-one 
interaction, to be able to identify 
when there may be other needs is 
such an important service.” 

Learn more about Meals on Wheels 
on the Coastline website, https:// 
coastlinenb.org/elderly-nutrition-
program/ or call 508-999-6400 to sign 
up. A $3 voluntary donation is sug -
gested, but no one is turned away due 
to inability to pay. 

March for Meals celebrates Meals on Wheels program

Fairhaven’s election is on Tuesday, 
6/9/26, and nomination papers are 
available. To be on the ballot, candi -
dates must collect 50 signatures of 
registered voters. The last day to take 
out papers is Thurs., 4/16. Last day to 
return papers is Thurs., 4/21.  

The last day to register to vote is 
Fri., 5/29 by 5 p.m. 

The polls will be open from 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. All precincts vote at the 
Fairhaven Recreation Center, 227 

Huttleston Avenue. 
For more information on how to 

run for office, call the Town Clerk’s 
office, 508-979-4023. Seats for all 
townwide offices and Town Meet ing 
members will be on the ballot. Anyone 
wishing to run for Town Meeting, 
must collect 10 certified signatures in 
their precinct.  Completed nomina -
tion papers with signatures must be 
submitted to the Town Clerk’s office 
no later than May 5, 2026 at 5:00PM.  

Town Meeting Members who seek 
re-election should file a written 
request with the Town Clerk no later 
April 21, 2026 at 5:00PM. 

As of press time, four people had 
taken out papers for two seats on the 
Select Board: Miles Grant, Pam 
Kuechler, Keith Silvia (incumbent), 
Rick Trapilo. Two people had taken 
out papers for two seats on the Board 
of Public Works: Marcus Ferro, Brian 

Fairhaven election is heating up

ELECT: cont’d on page 18

State Rep. Mark Sylvia packs the bag under the watchful eyes of 
Coastline Elderly personnel (L-R) Gerami Pacheco and Susan 
Ouimet. Photo by Beth David. 

http://coastlinenb.org/elderly-nutrition-program
http://coastlinenb.org/elderly-nutrition-program
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that the school department make 
more use of its various rental, tuition, 
lease, and trust funds, including using 
more of the high school trust, which 
has more than $2 million in it and 
generates tends of thousands of 
dollars in interest each year.  

The reinstated cuts include keep -
ing the parking lot at the town beach 
staffed at $22,500. Mr. Hickey said the 
town generates approximately $40,000 
from beach stickers. Having attendants 
also reduces vandalism. 

Mr. Hickey also recommends rein -
stating the leaf pickup program at 
$20,000. He said public works indi -
cated that eliminating it would likely 
result in increased illegal dumping of 
leaves with associated costs of 
cleanup possibly exceeding the $20K. 

Another recommendation is to 
Increase the annual trash fee by $10, 
which would result in a increase in 
annual revenue of $67,135. He 
suggests using $50K of it to reinstate 
the truck driver, and using the 
balance for the schools. 

Other recommendations include 
the schools using more of their circuit 
breaker account, and reconsidering 
rental fee and capital improvements 
on the Tripp School building. 

Word got around town quickly that 
closing the animal shelter at a savings 
of about $82K per year, was likely. The 
town would continue to have an 
Animal Control Officer, but it would 
be a part time position. 

Residents expressed concerns 
about closing the shelter, which is a 
“no-kill” shelter. Mr. Hickey said he 
met with some shelter volunteers 
who are in the process of creating a 
nonprofit with the goal of keeping the 
shelter open. He said one possibility 
is to lease the shelter to the group at 
a nominal fee, such as $1/year. The 
group would assume full responsibility 
for the building and the operation of 
the shelter.  

Mr. Hickey said the animal shelter 
gift account has about $70K in it. He 
said he will look into ways to legally 
transfer that money to the nonprofit, 
or at least to find out if there is a way 
to use it for the shelter to provide a 
safety net for them. As a nonprofit 
they will be able to pursue a larger 
variety of fundraisers and grants than 
the town can. 

Any arrangement with a nonprofit 
would require Select Board approval. 

If the nonprofit route proves to be 

nonviable, then the town will make 
arrangements with other, existing 
shelters to take the town’s animals. 

At the 3/19 joint meeting the three 
boards also discussed the possibility 
of asking Town Meeting, and then the 
electorate to approve a Proposition 
2/12 override. Prop 2 1/2 limits a 
municipality’s ability to raise taxes to 
2 1/2 percent of the town’s overall tax 
levy (the amount that is raised 
through property taxes). 

In general, the School committee 
wanted to vote to recommend the 
override. SB member Andrew 
Romano said he was inclined to vote 
for an override of more thant $1.3 
million to carry the town for a couple 
of year sand to cover the department 
FY27 requests. 

The Finance Committee had some 
members expressing that they would 
not support an override at all. 
FinCom chairperson Padraic Elliott 
opted not to take a vote but to wait. 

The SB also decided to wait until 
after their meeting on 3/23, but then 
pushed that to 3/30. FinCom was 
scheduled to meet on 3/24. 

FinCom member James Souza 
impressed upon the board more than 
once that people are telling him the 
simply cannot afford more in taxes. 
He said the town needs to raise 
revenues, not taxes. 

All three boards agreed that 

outreach to the public will be the key 
to passing the override if the boards 
decide that is the direction they want 
to go. 

At the SB meeting on 3/23, SB 
member Andrew Saunders reiterated 
his frustration with the state, and 
particularly the governor who will 
not give more aid to cities and towns. 
He said most municipalities are in the 
same situation. Instead of giving more 
aid to municipalities, the state gave 
them the ability to raise local taxes. 

It was not we will give you more, he 
said, it was we will send you in front 
of the “firing squad.” 

“You take the body shot because 
we don’t have the courage to do it,” 
said Mr. Saunders. 

The town’s operating budget in FY 
26 (last year to 6/30/26) was 
$61,762,374. Department requests for 
FY27 add up to $65,490,245; That 
would require an override of more 
than $1 million. 

In order to avoid an override, the 
budget must be no more than 
$63,285,576. To get there, the town 
will have to eliminate the positions 
and services discussed at the 
meetings, plus a reduction in tree 
removal and plantings; eliminating 
the hazardous waste day; and a 
reduction in road work. 

Both meetings are available on 
demand at www.FairhavenTV.com

BUDGET: cont’d from page 3

The Fairhaven School Committee (LEFT), Select Board (CENTER) and Finance 
Committee (RIGHT) get ready to hold a joint meeting on 3/19/26 in the auditorium of town 
hall to discuss the budget and how to close a $1.3 million deficit. Photo by Beth David. 
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Health is a Human Right 
When families in Greater New 

Bedford are forced to choose 
between paying rent and buying 
groceries, it is not an accident — it’s 
a policy failure. Recent coverage of 
rising housing costs and persistent 
food insecurity in our region makes 
clear that this is not a distant issue, 
but a daily reality for many in our 
community. 

As a member of Partners in Health 
Engage, I believe health is a human 
right. That means access to stable 
housing and adequate food must be 
guaranteed, not treated as optional. 
Yet, too many people in communities 
are left deciding which basic needs to 
go without as rents climb and food 
assistance programs fall short.  

In the greater New Bedford area, 
more than 40% of renters are con -

sidered housing cost-burdened, 
mean ing rent alone consumes a dis -
pro portionate amount of a house -
hold’s income. When that happens, 
food is often the first thing to go. 
Parents skip meals so their children 
can eat. Seniors stretch groceries and 
medications to last until the end of 
the month.  

These are not individual failures or 
poor choices, but rather outcomes of 
a system that allows basic needs to 
become negotiable. In Bristol County, 
more than one in ten residents 
experience food insecurity, with even 
higher rates among Black and Latino 
households. These are not personal 
failures — they are predictable 
outcomes of policy choices. 

Housing instability and food 
insecurity are not just economic 
concerns, they are public health 
crises. Chronic stress, poor nutrition, 

and delayed medical care increase 
the risk of diabetes, heart disease, 
anxiety, and depression. When people 
are forced to worry about keeping a 
roof over their head or putting food 
on the table, their health inevitably 
suffers, and so does the health of our 
community. 

We should not accept a system 
that expects people to sacrifice their 
well-being for survival. I urge Senator 
Elizabeth Warren, Senator Ed Markey, 
Representative Bill Keating, and other 
local leaders to take action by 
expanding federal housing vouchers, 
protecting and increasing funding for 
SNAP, and investing in affordable 
housing development in communities 
like ours.  

If we truly believe health is a 
human right, our policies must reflect 
that. 

Elizabeth DaCunha, Fairhaven

From our readers

“positive momentum,” and Bob 
Dorgan is still the Scout Master.  

Mr. Fleming said the Scouts do a lot 
for the community.  

The younger Fleming’s Court of 
Honor will be on April 9, at 7 p.m., at 
St. Mary’s basement hall. 

The board also approved an 
increase in docking fees at Union 
Wharf North Side at the recom -
mendation of the Marine Resources 
Committee. 

Harbormaster, Tim Cox, said they 
have upgraded that side. The new fee, 
$2305.05, will be the same as the 
south side.  

SB member Andrew Saunders, who 
is also the board’s liaison to MRC, 
said fees in other places such as New 
Bedford, are much lower. 

He said they should look into 

raising rates.  
Mr. Cox said he will get the rates 

from everybody and bring it back to 
the committee. 

The board also discussed the 
budget but did not take any votes on 
it or on Town Meeting articles. They 
decided to add a meeting to the 
schedule on 3/30. 

In other business the board: 
• Appointed Emily Gauger to the 

Economic Development Committee. 
• Approved a one-day all alcohol 

license for Hanami Tea House for a 
special event on 3/29 

• Agreed  
• voted to participate in a new opioid 

settlement.  
During the public comment period 

Bob Espindola told the board it was 
critically important to provide 

taxpayers with a full picture when 
talking about possible override of 
Proposition 2 1/2. He reminded the 
boart that the town is also looking at 
a debt exclusion to borrow millions to 
build a public safety complex. He said 
voters should not be asked to make 
decisions in stages.  

Also during public comment, 
Jessica Botelho made a pitch to keep 
the animal shelter open. She said 
animal shelters are a necessary part 
of a community from a public safety 
and health standpoint. They manage 
strays and disease transmission, such 
as rabies.  

She left them with a Ghandi quote:  
“The greatness of a nation and its 
moral progress can be judged by the 
way its animals are treated.” 

SELECT: cont’d from page 4
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Fairhaven Center for Business 
65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719 

508-997-8515 
www.VieiraIns.com

Auto • Home 
Business

Competitive Insurance  
Rates for

Call or stop by for a  
review and quote 

Local and national  
companies represented

Vieira Insurance Agency

Call today!

508-994-1908
fairhaven@peabodyproperties.com 

www.peabodyproperties.com

1 & 2 Bedrooms
Heat Included
On-site Maintenance
On-site Professional Mgmt.
On-site Laundry Facilities
On-site Parking
Resident Services Programs

Housing for 62 yrs+ & handicapped & disabled person 18
yrs+. Rent based on 30% of adjusted gross income. 

Now Accepting

Applications

Fairhaven Village
330 Main Street   |   Fairhaven, MA 02719

Estate Planning • Elder Law • Probate

508-994-5200 • www.MyFamilyEstatePlanning.com

•   HEALTHCARE PROXY

•   ADVANCE DIRECTIVE

•   LAST WILL & TESTAMENT

•   HIPAA AUTHORIZATION

•   DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY

•   TRUST PLANNING TO ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS

•   MASSHEALTH/MEDICAID PLANNING FOR 
 LONG-TERM CARE

•   ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

“WE GO WHERE PROBLEM TREES GROW”
•  TREE REMOVAL •  LOT CLEARING 
•  AERIAL BUCKET TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE 
•  FIREWOOD 
•  PRUNING OF LARGE HISTORICAL TREES 
•  YEAR ROUND SERVICE

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates 

508-993-3588 
Fairhaven • jfitzgeraldtreeservice.com
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125 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-996-9212 
www.BaysideLoungeFhvn.com

Indoor/Out Door Seating  
& Take-Out

Kitchen Open till 10:00 p.m.  
Full menu available for pick-up or delivery

Call 508-996-9212 for reservations or take-out. 
Now serving full bar and breakfast daily:  
Weekdays at 11 a.m., Weekends at 10 a.m. 

TRIVIA IS BACK: Thursdays at 7 p.m.

KARAOKE 
Thursdays at  

9 p.m.

24-Hour UL-Listed Monitoring Service 
Security Systems • Fire Alarms 

Closed Circuit Television • Card Access 
Serving Bristol & Plymouth Counties for over 35 years

MA Master License 21429-A 
System Security S License SS-001849

Complete Menu of Chinese &  
American Selections 

Call 508-992-8668 for take-out. 
Hours: Sun.–Thurs., 11-9 

Fri.–Sat., 11-10 • Closed Tuesdays

51 Main Street, Fairhaven Center 
Gift Certificates for all Occasions 

Trusted by your friends and  
family since 1961

We serve 
Beer & Wine   $2off 

 
With this coupon. Exp. 4/3/26 

Not to be  combined with other offers.

ALL FOOD AVAILABLE FOR TAKE-OUT

All purchases of 
at least $20 

Finalist for  
Best Chinese 

Restaurant Four 
Years in a ROW. 

WINNER in 2021
WINNER!

MAC’S SODA BAR 
& CUSTOM CATERING 
116 Sconticut Neck Road • Fairhaven • 508-992-8615 

A local landmark since June 21, 1946

Make Your Easter  
Reservations • Sun., 4/5 

Take Out • 11 a.m.–3 p.m. • Pick Up 
Baked Ham: $22.00 
Leg of Lamb: $28.00 

Dessert included 

HOURS 
Sun.: 8 a.m.–2 p.m. • Mon.–Wed.: 7 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Thurs.: 7 a.m.–7 p.m. • Fri.–Sat: 7 a.m.–8 p.m.

Thursday Specials: 4/2 
Eat-in/Take-out 

Roast Pork: $9.95

Five Choices: $16.95

Saturday Scallop Night Delight 
2 p.m.– 8 p.m. 

Eric Sylvia

774-849-0425 
Licensed Electrician for 35 Years • Lic: 13901A

Commercial & Residential • MA/RI/CT 
Upgrades • Repairs 

Emergency Calls • New Installation 
Renovation & Re-models • Service Calls

Sylvia Electric — Powerful Service
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NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS Upcoming Meetings

FRANKIE: cont’d from page 10

*= Predicted minus tides from -0.1 ft. to -1.0 ft 
**Predicted minus tides from -1.1 ft to -2.0 ft or more

TIDE TABLE 
US Army Corps of Engineers, Cape Cod 

Canal/Piney Point

Thursday 26 0243 1515 0903 2103

Friday 27 0347 1624 1110 2324

Saturday 28 0457 1733 --- 1213

Sunday 29 0600 1828 0031 1259
Monday 30 0649 1911 0122 1340

Tuesday 31 0731 1951 0210 1415

HIGH           LOW 
a.m.  p.m.    a.m.  p.m.

Mar. 
2026

Wednesday 1 0811 2031 0254 1435
Thursday 2 0851 2110 0326 1441
Friday 3 0931 2150 0333 1503
Saturday 4 1011 2230 0344 1532
Sunday 5 1051 2310 0408 1603
Monday 6 1134 2356 0437 1637

Tuesday 7 --- 1223 0511 1713
Wednesday 8 0048 1319 0551 1756

Thursday 9 0144 1414 0646 1855

Friday 10 0238 1508 0758 2011

Saturday 11 0332 1606 0902 2118

Sunday 12 0432 1707 0958 2223

Monday 13 0532 1759 1053 2327

Tuesday 14 0621 1842 1142 ---

W 1 *

HIGH           LOW 
a.m.  p.m.    a.m.  p.m.

April 
2026

Support 
Local  

Journalism 
Donate to the Neighb News 

through a PayPal link on our 
website: www.neighbnews.com; 

or mail check to FNN,  
166 Dogwood St.,  

Fairhaven, MA 02719.  
 

Thank you for reading the  
Neighb News.

FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976 
Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems. 

Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm 
monitoring and FREE MONITORING. 

Replace your old alarm system with a new 
system for as little as $299 Complete 

FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633 

HOUSE CLEANING 
Experienced cleaner, $15/hour 

Call 508-991-1104 

MARK’S PAINTING Specializing in interior and 
exterior painting. Landscaping, carpentry, power 
washing and much more. Call for estimate. Call 
508-405-5625. Many references upon request. 

FIREARMS SAFETY COURSE State approved 
for Mass. license to carry firearms or FID card. 
Call Phil Lacerda, 508-989-6093.  ongoing 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN: 
35 years’ experience. Lic. #13901A. 

Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty. 
Generator hook-ups. Eric, 774-849-0425. 

DON’T FUSS, CALL US! 
All Interior, Exterior Work 

Additions • Windows • Roofing • Siding 
Masonry • Bsmt Waterproof • Painting 

Lic/Ins. Since 1988 
Spring Specials 

6/4_auto  508-326-8996  6/4_auto 

RAY THE PLUMBER: 
Professsional plumbing and heating service you 
can afford. License #16266. Call 508-958-0925. 

PLUMBING, HVAC 
35+ years’ exp. Master Plumber #12990.  

6/4  Call Ralph, 508-717-1550.  6/4 

SHEA DOONAN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
2/11/27  774-202-3972  2/11/27 

David J. Dias Plumbing  
Local Plumber. 50 years.  

License # 8366, 508-965-6584 
12/11  Small jobs preferred/semi retired.  12/11 

CARPENTRY  
Siding, Roofs, Decks, Windows, Doors, 

ong  Painting. Call Dave, 508-971-0929.  ong 

GT CARPENTRY Exterior, interior painting and 
repairs, sheetrock, siding, yard cleanup. Call 
George, 774-810-5008.  ongoing 

 TED SILVA 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 

TEL: 508-965-6072. 

Looking for minor repair of fiberglass hulls on 2 
kayaks at my home in Fairhaven. Contact is 
jerrold.ellner@rutgers.edu  4/9 

FOR SALE Lots of vinyl records, CDs, lots of 
memorabilia. Beatles, Elvis. You name it, I’ve got 
it. Call 508-326-3091, ask for Ron.  4/2 

EXCITED ABOUT THE HISTORY  
OF NEW BEDFORD? 

NEW BEDFORD HARBOR TOURS IS  
NOW HIRING FOR THE 2026 SEASON 

USCG License required 
some support is available 
Subject to Drug Testing 

Excellent Boat Handling Skills a Plus 
THIS IS A FUN AND SATISFYING JOB! 

Please contact us at: 
info@newbedfordharbortours.com

NEED RELIABLE PERSON FOR SNOW 
REMOVAL Operate owner’s snow blower. Very 
little shoveling. Must live in New Bedford or 
Fairhaven, have an AWD vehicle or live within 
walk ing distance to our home on County Street 
in New Bedford near Clasky Park. Must be avail -
able for every snow event over 2" day or night. 
2-4 hours work $50 per hour. Call 774-202-2222. 

CUSTODIANS Reliable person needed for full 
time  custodial position, daytime hours. Part time 
also available. Will need to pass background 
check. Good references required; exp. helpful. 
Call 508-400-4494. 

HELP WANTED

Fairhaven 
Belonging Committee 

Wed., 4/1, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
Board of Appeals 

Tues., 4/7, Town Hal, 6 p.m. 
Board of Health 

Wed., 4/8, Town Hll, 5 p.m. 
Conservation Comm 
Mon., 4/6, Town Hall, 6 p.m. 
Finance Committee 

Thurs., 3/26, Town Hall., 6:30 p.m. 
Historical Commission 
Tues., 4/7, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

Select Board 
Mon., 3/30, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
Mon., 4/13, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

Acushnet 
Planning Board 

Thurs. 4/2, Town Hall, 6 p.m. 
Select Board 

Tues., 3/31, Town Hall, 4 p.m. 

com. The Fairhaven Neighbor hood News 
publishes the Dear Frankie column. To 
receive a free online sub scrip tion, 
readers can email neighbnews@ 
comcast.net, request their name be 
added to the email list or visit www. 
neighbnews.com to read the paper 

Don’t forget to  

tell our advertisers  

you saw their ads in 

the Neighb News!

http://www.neighbnews.com
mailto:jerrold.ellner@rutgers.edu


Wotton (incumbent). Incumbent 
Louise Ponte took out papers for her 
seat on the Trust Commission. 

Two Planning Board seats and one 
partial term to fill a vacancy are up 
for Planning Board, with Kevin Grant 
and Sharon Simmons up for reelec -
tion; and the unexpired term currently 
held by Jeffrey Lucas also on this 
year’s ballot. Both Mr. Grant and Ms. 
Simmons have taken out papers for 
their seats and for the unexpired 

term. Three other people have also 
taken out papers for both Planning 
Board seats: Jennifer Cardoza, Mona 
Phillips, Andrew Panek. Candidates 
may only return papers for one seat, 
so they will each have to decide 
which seat they want. 

Two School Committee seats and 
one unexpired term will be on the 
ballot, with Brian Monroe and 
Stephanie Pickup in the full term 
seats and Donna McKenna in the seat 
she filled after a vacancy. Mr. Monroe 
has said he will not seek reelection. 

Both Ms. McKenna and Ms. Pickup 
have taken out papers for both seats.’ 

Erik Baumann has also taken out 
papers for both SC seats; and Michael 
Sherman has taken out papers for the 
full term seat.  

One seat on the Board of Health is 
up, incumbent Justine Frezza has 
taken out papers for her seat. 

One Housing Authority seat is up, 
Ronnie Manzone is the incumbent, 
but she has indicated that she will not 
run for reelection. Jacob Galary has 
taken out papers for that seat. 
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Public Hearings/Legal Notices 
NOTE: All legal notices are available on the Neighb News website, www.NeighbNews.com, under the “Legal Notices” tab on the top of the main page. Legal ads are also 

available at http://masspublicnotices.org, search under “Fairhaven Neighborhood News”

DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION WATERWAYS 
REGULATION PROGRAM  
Notice of License Application Pursuant to 

M. G. L. Chapter 91 Waterways License Application 
Number 26-WW01-0024-APP Ruth Mccawley 
Geoffroy, Tr., Nekata Nemasket Realty Trust  

NOTIFICATION DATE: March 27, 2026  
Public notice is hereby given of the Waterways 

application by Ruth Mccawley Geoffroy, Tr., Nekata 
Nemasket Realty Trust to maintain a an existing seawall 
and two stone groins at 4 Wilburs Point Drive, in the 
municipality of Fairhaven, in and over the waters of 
Buzzards Bay. The proposed project has been 
determined to be water-dependent.  

The Department will consider all written comments 
on this Waterways application received within thirty (30) 
days subsequent to the “Notification Date”. Failure of 
any aggrieved person or group of ten citizens or more, 
with at least five of the ten residents residing in the 
municipality(s) in which the license or permitted activity 
is located, to submit written comments to the Water -
ways Regulation Program by the Public Comments 
Deadline will result in the waiver of any right to an 
adjudicatory hearing in accordance with 310 CMR 
9.13(4)(c).  

Project plans and documents for the Waterways 
application are on file for public viewing electronically 
at: https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/EEA/PublicApp/ 
(enter “26-WW01-0024-APP” in the Search Page as the 
Record ID). If you need assistance, please contact 
brendan.mullaney@mass.gov or if you do not have 
access to email, please leave a voicemail at (508) 946-
2707 and you will be contacted with information on 
alternative options.  

Written comments must be addressed to: Brendan 
Mullaney, Section Chief, DEP Waterways Regulation 
Program, 20 Riverside Drive, Lakeville, MA 02347 or 
brendan.mullaney@mass.gov.  

FNN: 3/26/26   

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

Docket No. BR26P0103EA  
Commonwealth of Massachusetts The Trial Court  

Probate and Family Court  
Estate of: Russell James Correia,  
Date of Death: October 15, 2025  

To all persons interested in the above captioned 
estate, by Petition of Patricia E. Correia of Fairhaven, 
MA a Will has been admitted to informal probate.  

Patricia E. Correia of Fairhaven, MA has been 
informally appointed as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve surety on the bond.  

The estate is being administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory and accounts are 
not required to be filed with the Court, but interested 
parties are entitled to notice regarding the administra -
tion from the Personal Representative and can petition 
the Court in any matter relating to the estate, including 
distribution of assets and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled to petition the Court to 

institute formal proceedings and to obtain orders 
terminating or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.  

FNN: 3/26/26 

Town of Acushnet 
Invitation to Bid  

The Town of Acushnet, Department of Public 
Works, Highway Division invite sealed bids for Disposal 
of Municipal Solid Waste & Recyclables Single Stream. 

Specifications and information for bidders may be 
obtained at the Board of Selectmen’s Office, 122 Main 
St., Acushnet, MA 02743 on or after March 26, 2026.  

All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope to 
the Acushnet Board of Selectman’s office, 122 Main 
Street, Acushnet MA 02743. Bids to be received until 
10:00 AM April 14, 2026 at which time they will be 
opened and read aloud. 

The Town of Acushnet reserves the right to waive 
any informalities in or to reject any and all Proposals if 
it deems to be in the public interest to do so.   

FNN, 3/26/26 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
Fairhaven  

Conservation Commission 
Monday, April 6, 2026 at 6:00pm 

Fairhaven Town Hall, 40 Center Street 
Fairhaven, Massachusetts  

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, this 
meeting will be conducted in person and via remote 

means, in accordance with applicable law. This means 
that members of the public body as well as members 

of the public may access this meeting in person, or via 
virtual means. In person attendance will be at 40 

Center Street, and it is possible that any or all 
members of the public body may attend remotely, with 

in-person attendance consisting of members of the 
public.  MGL, Ch. 30a, § 20(f) requires anyone that 
intends to record any portions of a public meeting, 

either by audio or video, or both, to notify the Chair at 
the beginning of the meeting.     

Anyone wishing to access the meeting via remote 
means may do so in the following manner:  

Join Zoom Meeting:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86953155076?pwd=VFd

UQkhzdVYrNzJlQktiVi9XSGppZz09  
Meeting ID: 869 5315 5076  

Passcode: 633695  
Or call: 1-929-205-6099  

In-person attendance is permitted for the public at 
Town Hall at 40 Center Street   

The Fairhaven Conservation Commission will hold 
the following Public Hearings pursuant to the Massa -
chusetts Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L. c. 131, s. 40) 
and the Code of the Town of Fairhaven Chapter 192, 
Wetlands:  
a. CON 023-556: 2 Elm Avenue, Map 13, Lot 066 (Re -

ad vertised as Avenue) Request for Determination 
of Applicability filed by Northeast Maritime Institute to 
demolish an existing storage building, and remove 
(2) inches of asphalt within the existing parking area 
(~11,625 S.F.), and replace asphalt with pervious 
stone aggregate (3/4th crushed stone/gravel) con -

sistent with the property. A portion of the property is 
within Land Subject to Coastal Strom Flowage, 
FEMA Flood Zone AE (El. 6’).   

b. CON 023-557, SE 023-____: Starboard Drive, Map 
42, Lot 9C (Starboard Drive: ANR Lot 2) Notice of 
Intent filed by Lance Martin to construct a single-
family dwelling with septic system, utilities and 
associated site work. Project located within Land 
Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage, FEMA Flood 
Zone VE (El. 17’ & 19’).  

c. CON 023-558: 32 Nakata Avenue, Map 43, Lot 244 
Request for Determination of Applicability filed by 
John Afonso to bring in natural grade materials to 
pitch water run-off away from dwelling and garage. 
Property located within Land Subject to Coastal 
Strom Flowage, FEMA Flood Zone VE (El. 20’) and 
within 100 feet to a Salt Marsh.   

d. CON 023-559: 41 Elizabeth Street, Map 27, Lot 8J 
Request for Determination of Applicability filed by 
Patrick Robinson to install perimeter fencing. 
Property located within the 100-foot Buffer Zone to a 
Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW).   

e. CON 023-560: 8 Sunset Beach, Map 29, Lot 2B 
Request for Determination of Applicability filed by 
Duarte Couto to construct a 28’ x 38’ single-family 
dwelling with 44’ x 30’ garage, 12’ x 16’ deck, 
walkway with utilities and associated grading. Parcel 
located within 100 feet to a (BVW).   

f. CON 023-561: 2 Oxford Street, Map 13, Lot 001 
Request for Determination of Applicability filed by 
Robert & Nina Weeks to construct a 15’ x18’ pool 
house within a previously approved concrete patio. 
The construction of patio was approved together with 
the adjacent in-ground pool approved under dep File 
No. SE 023-1513. Proposed work will occur within the 
100-foot Buffer Zone of the top of a Coastal Bank. 
The shoreline portion of the site falls within Land 
Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage (LSCSF), FEMA 
AE (El.6’).  

g. CON 023-562: 165 Balsam Street, Map 43B, Lot 
131 Request for Determination of Applicability filed 
by Kim & Martha Hyland to replace 48 feet of existing 
old stockade fence with a 6’ white, privacy fence 
along the backyard & property line (leaving 6” off the 
ground for FEMA compliance). Also, to replace 41’ of 
post & rail with 4’ spaced baluster-paneled fence 
including gate (5’ wide by 4’ high). Property within 
Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage, FEMA 
Flood Zone AE (El.14’).   

h. CON 023-405, SE 023-1449: Sconticut Neck Road, 
Map 42, Lot 9B (Starboard Drive: ANR Lot 1) 
Request for Amended Order of Conditions filed by 
Robert & Joyce Cummings for the approved con -
struc tion of a single-family dwelling, impervious drive -
way, the installation of a sewage disposal system, 
roof runoff recharge system and underground utilities 
with grading. Work to take place within Land Subject 
to Coastal Storm Flowage, FEMA Flood Zone VE (El. 
17’ & 19’).   
The agenda will be posted on the Town’s website at 

least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  
Copies of the applications and site plans may be 

viewed at the Conservation Office in Town Hall, located 
at 40 Center Street, Fairhaven, MA and links to the 
applications are on the Town Website under current 
filings.   

Brandon J. Estrella, Chair   
 Fairhaven Conservation Commission 

FNN: 3/26/26 

ELECT: cont’d from page 12
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YOUR LOCAL CLEANING 
& RESTORATION 

SPECIALISTS

CYCLONE CLEANING & 
RESTORATION SERVICES 
Proudly serving Greater New Bedford for 40 years 
Cyclone: a name you can trust.

508-995-8816 • Anthony David 
833 Mt. Pleasant St. • New Bedford • www.CycloneCleaning.com

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning 
Floors: Wash/Wax/Strip 

Heavy Cleaning • Fire/Flood Rehab

Whether you need post construction 
 clean ing, carpet or upholstery cleaning,  

or complete fire and flood clean-up 
and restoration, Cyclone can take care 

of it quickly and professionally.  
A local, family owned business, 
Cyclone takes special care with  

each and every project. 

Visit www.CycloneCleaning.com  
to learn more about all our services.

The little paper with a big voice!

4,280 copies weekly + digital

Fairhaven Neighborhood News 
Advertising rates • Call Beth at 508-979-5593

1/16 page 
One week run: $35.00 

4+ weeks: $30.00/week 
($120/mo.) Color: 

$180/mo. 

1/8 page 
One week run: $55.00 

4+ weeks: $46.00/week  
($184/mo.) Color: 

$244/mo. 

1/4 page  
One week run: $95.00 

4+ weeks: $75.00/ week 
($300/mo.) Color: 

$420/mo. 

1/2 page vert. or hor. 
One week run: $185.00 

4+ weeks: $145.00/week 
($580/mo.) Color: 

$780/mo. 

Full Page 
One week run: $255.00 
4+ weeks: $225/week 

($900/mo Color: 
$1140/mo. 

 

Classified: $7/first 3 
lines, $1.00 each 

additional line

4280 copies in 200+ places in Acushnet, 
Fairhaven, Marion, Mattapoisett, New Bedford

Obituaries: $15 per column inch, color included
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Howeallen.com

Fairhaven’s oldest 
Independent Real

Estate Agency

Howe Allen
REALTOR

For almost 2 decades, Howe
Allen Realty has been serving
buyers and sellers in
Fairhaven.  As a totally
locally-owned real estate
agency, we give a
percentage of every
commission dollar back to
the community to support
non-profits, community
events and actvities. 

Support local businesses.
We do!

857.222.3214
Howe@howeallen.com

Howe Allen Realty

• FIREWOOD 
• MOWING 
• FERTILIZING 
• PRUNING 
• CLEAN-UPS 
• MACHINE WORK 
• SNOW REMOVAL 

AARON LAGUE 
508-989-6626

Est. 1997

Mikey B’s 
Lobster, Seafood, Burgers, Sandwiches

🍵 FREE CHOWDER WITH FISH & CHIP  
LARGE & EXTRA LARGE 🐟  

10 % REWARDS + $5 SIGN UP BONUS  

989 Victoria St., New Bedford, MA 02745 
508-985-0002 • www.mikeybs.com

Party Platters • Private room.  
No room fee • Parties from 10 to 100

Light 
Batter

English 
Batter

Seafood 
Platter

Lobster  
Roll with 

FREE 
chowder

Ham 
Dinner

Clam Boils 
are BACK! 
Free cup of 

chowder

SERVING ON EASTER SUNDAY OUR 
CLASSIC HAM DINNER: $14.99


