
First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the  

free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

 Judge Murray Gurfein, Pentagon Papers case, June 17, 1971: 
“The security of the Nation is not at the ramparts alone. Security also lies in the value of 
our free institutions. A cantankerous press, an obstinate press, a ubiquitous press must be 

suffered by those in authority in order to preserve the even greater values of  
freedom of expression and the right of the people to know.” 
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Staff and kids in the Kool Kids program at the Fairhaven Recreation Center pose for the local free sheet on 2/17/26. The program 
provides activities for Grades K-7 after school and during school vacations. See page 12. Photo by Beth David.  

Kool Kids bounce around for fun



My Evil Little Sidekick 
crossed the rainbow 
bridge this week (see page 
14). He was 20 years old, 
about. He was a rescue, so 
his exact age is not known.  
My sister, Chris, rescued 
him from a shelter in Fall 
River. He bit everyone in the family over the years, 
except my mother. Go figure. I took him after my sister 
died from cancer in 2019. He was a royal pain in the you-
know-what, but he was the cutest little thing you ever 
saw. He gave us many moments of entertainment, and 
was, at the very least, an interesting little dog. 

I hope there was a big bucket of that bland, boiled, 
white-meat chicken you loved so much waiting for you 
at the end of the rainbow bridge, little buddy. 

We have some meeting coverage this week. Acushnet 
picked a new Town Administrator (see page 3). Now 
they just have to make the deal. Just in time for budget 
season, right? 

Our own Steve Bouley went to the Super Bowl! How 
cool is that...even if he was rooting for the other side. 
Ahem. See page 11 to read all about it. 

And Fairhaven’s big birthday bash is this Sunday 
(page 5). It will be outside in front of town hall because 
we are tough New Englanders. 

Not as tough as Minnesotans, though. My heroes. 
This week’s atrocities perpetrated by our own US 

government include horror stories about the conditions 
in the so-called “detention centers,” although “con -
centra tion camp” is more apt. Does it make you feel 
safer that we, the most powerful country in the world, is 
feeding people rotten food, cramming them all into one 
room, with lights on 24/7 and one toilet out in the open 
and no access to showers? Little babies are getting sick 
and being denied medical care unless they are at death’s 
door. It’s sickening. 

So, important question: Are 
we great again yet?  

Until next week then, see ya, 
Glory to Ukraine! 

Glory to the Heroes! 
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SCHOLARSHIPS

FAIRHAVEN  |  FALL RIVER  |  NEW BEDFORD  |  SEEKONK

Insured by NCUA  |  NMLS #422864
Equal Housing Opportunity

508.994.9971  |  alltrustcu.org

Visit one of our neighborhood branches today!

Let’s achieve more together!

2026 Scholarship Applications* 
are now available. 
Download an 
application from 
the Alltrust website 
or stop into 
any branch 
location.

* Alltrust Credit Union Scholarship Guidelines apply. Applicant must meet 
eligibility guidelines to apply and complete all parts of the application to be 
considered. Deadline is 03/27/2026.

Acushnet makes decision on Town Administrator hire
By Beth David 

Editor 
At its meeting on 2/17/26, the Acushnet 

Selectboard voted to offer the Town 
Administrator position to Adam 
Lamontagne. 

The board interviewed three finalists 
at its 1/29/26 meeting, but failed to make a 
decision. At the time the board said they 
wanted to talk to members of the 
screening committee.  Mr. Lamontagne 
had been the fourth finalist, but he 
withdrew before the meeting.  

After the board failed to make a 
decision, Mr. Lamontagne expressed 
interest in being inter viewed, although it 
is unclear if he reached out to the town or 
if they reached out to him. The board 
inter viewed Mr. Lamontagne at its 2/10 
meeting, when he thanked them for 
reaching out to them, and SB chairperson, 
David Wojnar, thanked Mr. Lamontagne 
for throwing his hat back in the ring.  

Mr. Lamontagne is currently the Chief 
Administrative Officer in Phillipston, 
where he has been for a little over a year. 
Before that he was the TA in Templeton, 
and left after some contention with that 
Select board, according to news reports. 
He is quoted by several news outlets as 

saying he was subjected to a hostile work 
environment, incurred private legal bills; 
and was the subject of a “political witch 
hunt” (masslive.com). 

In his interview, Mr. Lamontagne told 
the board that he would be willing to 
relocate. 

“So, luckily for me,” he said, his wife 
wants to move so they will relocate. 

The board did not make a decision that 
night, saying they wanted to meet with 
the  screening committee. 

Meanwhile, two of the other three 
candidates withdrew, leaving only 
Heather Chew, the former Acushnet 
Council on Aging Director, in the running. 

When asked how he would balance 
economic development with pre serving 
the character of the town, Mr. 
Lamontagne told the board that it was 
really question for the commu nity. He 
said Town Meeting would decided. He 
said his job is to be an agent of the board 
and follow what they want to get done. 

His approach to the budget is to plan 
several years out, he said, noting that 
health insurance costs are rising. 

Mr. Lamontagne said that his obliga -
tion as a public servant is to do what is 
best for the residents. 

His most difficult employee situations 
were during COVID, he said, and he 
watched more seasoned executives on 
how to handle things. He said he never 
initiated a policy, though, where vaccines 
were required. 

When asked if there is any informa tion 
he feels the board should always get 
immedi ately or some that should never 
surprise them, Mr. Lamontagne said he 
always tries to update the board on any 
mater that may arise so they are not 
blindsided. 

As a former member of a school 
committee, Mr. Lamontagne was asked by 
Mr. Wojnar how he would balance the 
“interesting dynamic” of the competing 
interests by the schools and the town’s 
overall fiscal health.  

Mr. Lamontagne said the school 
committee is always going to advo cate for 
what is best for students. He said it is 
easier to work with a local school 
department than with a regional one, 
which is what Temple ton and Phillipston 
have together as the Narragansett 
Regional School District. 

After the vote, Mr. Lamontagne posted 
a thank-you to the Selectboard on his 

ACUSH: cont’d next page

http://masslive.com
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Facebook page. 
“I truly appreciate your confidence and 

trust in my leadership,” he wrote, and 
thanked the Phillipston Select board, 
saying they got a lot accom plished. 
“Finally, I would like to thank Town 
Administrator James Kelley for his years 
of strong leadership for the Town of 
Acushnet.” 

According to his LinkedIn page, Mr. 
Lamontagne holds a Master of Public 
Adminstration degree from Westfield 
State University. 

In another matter, the board voted to 
accept the Civil Service list for the Police 
Chief and the Deputy Police Chief 
positions. Both positions had the same 
three names: Gary S. Coppa, Jeremy T. 
Fontes, Danny B. Deamaral. 

There was some confusion as to the 
process, with SB member, Kevin Gaspar, 
saying he had expected to meet with the 
search firm before getting the name. But 
Mr Wojnar said the process is that they 
get the names first, because they have to 
come from the list. 

The board will hold interviews in a 
future meeting, but there was also some 
discussion as to whether or not those 
interviews will be held in executive 
session or in open session.  

The board also heard from David 
Davignon for a development at 72 Middle 
Road, near the police station. The project 
consists of six buildings with two units each.  

Discussion revolved around the sewer 
connection that will go behind the police 
station and EMS building. 

Mr. Gaspar said he was concerned with 
the plan and wanted to make sure that the 
new sewer line will be constructed with 
expansion in mind. He said eventually the 
sewer line will go to Nye’s lane. The need 
to be sure, he said, that the line is going to 
be compatible with that expansion. He 
said it needed peer review to be sure. 

Mr. Gaspar will work with the engineer 
to make sure the project is compatible 
with the town’s expansion and not “just 
for the developer.” 

The board also heard from Fire Chief 
Thomas Farland with an update on the 
delivery of two ambulances that have 
been approved by Town Meeting.  

He said one was delayed and one is 
back on track. The second ambulance 
that was approved should be delivered 
next month. The first one will not arrive 
until next September. 

“Different company,” said Chief Farland. 
The board also voted to support H.103, 

an act repsonding to the threat of invasive 
species. 

The board discussed the weeds 
situation at the Lake Street recreation 
area with Conservation Commission 
chairperson Jim Souza. 

He told the board they are working 
with New Bedford to get grant money to 
clean up the invasive weeds and also 
make sure the dams are maintained. 

Mr. Souza also asked that the board 
appoint Conservation Agent, Julia 
Goncalves to be the Stormwater agent, as 
she is doing the work anyway.  

The held off on that decision, citing 
possible issues with the union, budget, 
and other concerns. 

In other business, the board 
• Voted not to exercise the town’s right of 

first refusal for 134 Nye’s Lane. 
• Approved several Reserve Fund 

transfers, including $1,000 for the 
Animal Control Officer’s carcass 
removal budget; $21,000 to repair the 
heating system in the dispatch area; 
$11,500 for a new sprinkler unit for the 
Council on Aging/ Senior Center; 
$16,000 to upgrade the water server, 
from the water enterprise funds;  

• Announced that the Perry Hill Christian 
Church is being con sidered for 
nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Places, the board will write a 
letter of support for. 

ACUSH: cont’d from previous page

Ascent  
Audiology  

and Hearing 
We are here to help you hear.

Dartmouth and Somerset

508-996-0389 
www.rjaudiology.com

Pam Vicek has joined our Dartmouth staff! 
L-R: Pam, Rena, Buster
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AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS

Homecoming Apps 
The Fairhaven Improvement 

Associa tion is now accepting vendor 
and artist applications for the 2026 
Fairhaven Homecoming Day Fair, 
scheduled for Saturday, June 27, 2026, 
in Fairhaven.  

This annual event features artisans, 
crafters, food vendors and an Art 
Exhibit showcasing local and regional 
talent. As a longstanding community 
tradition, the fair attracts residents and 
visitors from across the South Coast. 

Applications for vendors and the 
Art Exhibit, along with additional 
event details, are available at 
www.fairhavenimprovement.org.  

For more information, please visit 
our website.  

Fhvn’s 214th B-day 
Feb 22, 2026, 3:00 PM – 6:00 PM, 

Center Street, Center St., Fairhaven. 
Join Discover Fairhaven (the Office of 
Tourism, Community & Economic 
Development) for Fairhaven’s 214th 
Birthday Celebration — a cozy winter 
evening celebrating the town we call 
home.  

The celebration will feature live 
entertainment and music, food and 
drink, s’mores over campfires, and a 
few fun surprises. Set against the 
backdrop of Fairhaven’s iconic 19th-
century architecture, this gathering is 
a chance to pause, look around, and 
appreciate the generations of people 
who built this town and the community 
spirit that continues to shape it today. 

Whether you’re a lifelong resident 
or new to Fairhaven, come bundle up, 
spend time with neighbors, and help 
celebrate 214 years of history, pride, 
and small-town charm. 

Fhvn GOP 
The Fairhaven Republican Town 

Committee Caucus will be held at the 
Fairhaven Recreation/Senior Center 
on Tuesday, February 24th, from 6:00 
to 8:00 PM. All registered Republican 
voters in Fairhaven are encouraged to 
attend. This caucus is a vital part of 
the process to place candidates on 
the November 3rd, 2026, state 
election ballot.  

At the caucus, we will elect 
delegates for the Republican State 
Convention, taking place at the DCU 
Center in Worcester on April 25th, 
2026. This caucus serves to fulfill 

legal obligations under M.G.L. to 
provide ballot access and endorse 
candidates for statewide office.  

Please contact fairhavenrtc@ 
gmail.com or call Chairman Bob 
McConnell at 508-863-0416 with any 
questions or to express interest in 
serving as a convention delegate.  

Fhvn Dem Comm 
The annual Caucus of the Fairhaven 

Democratic Town Commit tee will be 
held on Wed., 3/18 at 6pm at the 
Fairhaven Senior Center, 229 
Huttleston Ave., Fairhaven. 

Please join us, all are welcome.  
For more information or questions 

please contact ann.richard@gmail.com  

Solidarity 
Show solidarity every night in the 

streets to stop ICE. Visibilities will be 
held around the region in different 
municipalities each night until we 
remove the regime and abolish ICE.  

In Fairhaven, join us every 
Thursday at 6 p.m., at the corner of 
Walnut and Center Streets in the 
center of town. 

Briing signs, friends, family, and 
neighbors. Play music, create art, 
read poetry, and chant. 

If everyone shows up when they 
can, there will be people in the streets 
every night.  

SAVE THE DATES: 
OLOA Annual Dinner 

Get Tickets NOW! 
Sat., 3/28, 5–8 p.m., Our Lady of 

Angels Club, 7 Jesse St., Fairhaven, 
MA 02719. Chicken Mozambique OR 
BIFANA. $15/pp. Call or text Joe Mello, 
508-733-4608, for tickets.  

Concerts 
On March 14, 2026 at 3:00 PM and 

March 15, 2026 at 3:00PM, Seaglass 
Theater Company will present Echoes 
of Ireland at two historic Massachu -
setts churches.   

The concert celebrates Ireland’s 
rich musical legacy — from the 
haunting beauty of traditional folk 
tunes and the elegance of classical 
masterpieces to the excitement of 
Broadway favorites and the energy of 
modern pop hits. From “Danny Boy” 
to U2, there is something for everyone!  

The concert stars Erin Hogan, 
Marcus Huber, Hannah O’Brien and 
Matthew Larson-four incredibly 

versatile artists who bring a wealth of 
experience to the musical genres 
presented.   

Tickets are $30.00, and and may be 
purchased online at Eventbrite:   

https://echoesofirelandmilton.eve
ntbrite.com for March 14 in Milton  

https://echoesofirelandfairhaven.e
ventbrite.com for March 15 in 
Fairhaven  

Tickets may also be purchased 
with cash, credit card, or check the 
day of the concerts at each venue a 
half hour before each performance.   

For more information, please visit 
www.seaglasstheater.com or call 508-
951-7187.   

Scholarship 
Applications 

Fairhaven Dollars for Scholars 
proudly announces over 45 scholar -
ships now available for 2026. 

Application period is February 1, 
2026 thru April 1, 2026.  

For a full list of scholarships and 
details on how to apply go to https:// 
fairhaven.dollarsforscholars.org.  

Create your profile now and be 
ready to apply starting Feb 1, 2026!  

Fairhaven Dollars for Scholars 
chapter is a nonprofit foundation that 
supports academic success in our 
community. As part of Scholarship 
America’s national network of locally 
based, volunteer-driven Dollars for 
Scholars chapters, our mission is to 
mobilize our community on behalf of 
postsecondary education success for 
our students.  

Support Brandon 
Estrella 

Fairhaven resident and Conserva -
tion Commission member, Brandon 
Estrella, has suffered a spinal cerebral 
fluid leak. He will be out of work for a 
con siderable amount of time and 
faces a long recovery.  

His mother, Patti, wrote on his 
GoFundMe page: “If you know 
Brandon, he is the one who will give 
his last dollar to make someone 
happy. He gives his time and heart to 
help others, especially those with 
developmental differences. 

Visit his GoFundMe page to learn 
more about his progress, and to help 
him get through this difficult time. 
Visit https://tinyurl.com/msr2hu2j 

https://tinyurl.com/msr2hu2j


Thursday, February 19, 2026 Fairhaven Neighborhood NewsPage 6

HAPPENINGS OVERTOWN

Lobster Days 
The Fishing Heritage Center, 38 

Bethel St., New Bedford, is pleased to 
announce the return of Lobster Days 
during the February school vacation 
week. This family-friendly event is 
designed to educate the public and 
local youth about Massachusetts’ 
commercial lobster industry.  

Stop by the Center to meet local 
commercial lobstermen, make lobster 
hand puppets, explore model lobster 
boats, get your face painted, and 
participate in a lobster-themed story 
time. This year's two day event will 
take place on Thurs., 2/19, and Fri., 
2/20, from 11:00am until 3:00pm. 
Admission to the Center will be free 
during the event.  

Learn more at https:// 
fishingheritagecenter.org/lobster-
days-2026-day-1/ 

Women on Target  
The New Bedford Rod and Rifle 

Club proudly hosts NRA's Women's 
Instructional Shooting Clinic, Sun., 
2/22, from 10am till 2pm, at our club, 
246 Bolton St., New Bedford, MA 02740  

Come join us and receive a basic 
level of firearm safety instruction so 
that you will know how to safely 
handle firearms. Then, under the 
direct supervision of a Certified 
Firearms Instructors, you will enjoy 
some hands-on experience with both 
revolvers and semi-automatic hand -
guns. This clinic is FREE for any 
woman. Learn the safe and proper 
way to handle firearms.  

***This event does NOT fulfill the 
requirements to obtain your Massa -
chu setts LTC License*** Limited 
seating; must register to attend.  

If you have any questions and want 
to register for this event please 
contact Michael DaRoza 508-294-4082  

Vigil for Justice 
The victims of ICE, their families, 

America. 
Every Tuesday, 6–7 p.m., corner of 

County St. & Pearl St., New Bedford. 
Bring instruments, poetry, candles, 
signs. 

Learn To Row 
Winter Juniors Rowing with the 

New Bedford Rowing Center, 630 
Belleville Ave., New Bedford. For ages 

12–8, begins 2/23. Row at our indoor 
studio on our rowing machines: six-
week session, $150. Tues. & Thurs. at 
5:15 p.m., Sat. at a 9 a.m. US Rowing 
certified coaches. Beginners wel -
come. Scholarships available.  

Become part of a team, make new 
friends, improve your mental health, 
get stronger. Competitive opportuni -
ties available year-round. Get ready 
for the summer season. 

Dock-U-Mentary 
New Bedford Fishing Heritage 

Center (FHC) and New Bedford 
Whaling National Historical Park are 
partnering with Ian Coss, host of 
GBH’s The Big Dig podcast, for a 
special screening and conversation 
about the New Bedford fishermen’s 
strike of 1985-86, entitled “I Hope 
Those People Sink.” The docu -
mentary explores the legacy of that 
explosive three month period 
through extensive archival footage 
and interviews with key participants. 
Following the one-hour film, Coss will 
be joined by members of New 
Bedford’s commercial fishing 
industry for a live conversation and 
Q&A about the strike and its ongoing 
legacy. The program will take place 
on Fri., 2/20, at 7:00pm National 
Park’s auditorium at 33 William Street 
in downtown New Bedford. Doors 
open at 6:30pm.  

Admission to this event is free, but 
people are encouraged to register in 
advance through the Center’s 
website: https://fishingheritage 
center.org/dock-u-mentary-i-hope-
those-people-sink/.  

Scholarships 
The Azorean Maritime Heritage 

Society plans to award $8,500 in 
scholarships to six local students this 
year. The Faial, Pico, and Bela Vista 
scholarships ($1,500 each) named 
after each of our whaleboats. The Dr. 
Mary T. Vermette Memorial Scholar -
ship ($2,000) honoring our founder 
and her dedication to keep our 
shared maritime heritage alive. A 
Memorial Scholarship for Arminda 
C.N.S. da Silva ($1,000) and a Scholar -
ship In Memory of Jose Pacheco 
Branco and Clotilde da Rosa Branco 
($1,000). 

Scholarship applications are due 
April 1st and can be downloaded from 

the website at www.azorean 
maritime.org.  

The Azorean Maritime Heritage 
Society educates the public about 
Azorean maritime history and 
Azorean culture, and especially the 
skills and crafts related to Azorean 
whaling history and seamanship. 
Headquartered at the new Casa Dos 
Botes on Belleville Avenue, the 
community is invited to come out for 
a free row or sail on these magnificent 
boats in Clarks Cove this summer, no 
experience necessary. To donate and 
for more information about these 
activities, visit the Society’s website 
at www.azoreanmaritime.org. 

Free Karaoke 
Broadway Karaoke is a free one-

night only community event on Sat., 
2/28 at 7:30 pm at the New Bedford 
Harbor Hotel, hosted by the South 
Coast’s premiere professional musical 
theatre company, New Bedford 
Festival Theatre with no cover 
charge! Led by Broadway’s own South 
Coast resident Matt Ban (Dennis 
Dupree in Rock of Ages on Broad -
way), expect an amazing night belting 
out your favorite Broadway tunes! 

Fishbowl 
Sun., 3/1, Noon–2 p.m., Wonder 

Bowl, 66 Hathaway Rd, New Bedford, 
MA 02746. REGISTER BY 2/25.  

Welcome to the Fishbowl – where 
the lanes are alive with the sound of 
strikes and spares! Join us for our 6th 
Annual Bowling Fundraiser, a fin-
tastic event dedicated to supporting 
Buttonwood Park Zoo and its mission 
of wildlife conservation. 

Bowlers of all ages and abilities are 
welcome. Team costumes are 
encouraged!  

Funds raised from Fishbowl 
directly contribute to habitat 
preservation, wildlife education, and 
the well-being of the animals in our 
care, 

Sponsorship opportunities 
available. Raffle items are greatly 
appreciated.  

For more information, please 
contact Katie Correia, Development 
Manager, at kcorreia@bpzoo.org or 
508.991.4556, ext. 119; or visit https:// 
www.bpzoo.org/whats-new/fishbowl/ 

https://fishingheritage
http://www.azorean
http://www.azoreanmaritime.org
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HAPPENINGS OTHER LATITUDES

Nomination Papers 
Acushnet’s election will be held on 

Tues., 4/28/26. Nomination papers are 
now available. The last day to take 
out papers is 3/6/26 at 5 p.m.  

Candidates must get 42 signatures 
of registered voters in person to be 
placed on the ballot. 

Last day to submit papers is 3/10. 
Last day to register as a voter is  

Friday, 4/17.  
The polls will open at 8 a.m. and 

close at 6 p.m. on Election Day. 
For more information on how to 

run for office, contact the Town Clerk, 
508-998-0215. 

Vigil for Justice 
Westport is more than nice 

beaches. We care about our 
neighbors! Join us at a Vigil for All 
The Victims of ICE, every Wednesday 
from 6–6:45 p.m., at Drift Road, Head 
of Westport.  

Spiritual Explorers 
The Spiritual Explorers next 

meeting will be on Monday, February 
23,2026, at the Acushnet Council on 
Aging . The groups’ purpose is to 
encourage exploring and sharing 
one’s developing spiritual insights by 
discussing suggested readings and 
topics. For February, the discussion 
will be about a branch of Christianity, 
Presbyterian beliefs and practices. All 
are welcome to attend and 
encouraged to share any information 
they have on the topic. The meetings 
begin at 1:00 p.m. in the library room 
and end it at 2:30 p.m. No registration 
needed.  

At Acushnet 
Library 

The following events are at the 
Acushnet Public Library, 232 Middle 
Road. Visit https://acupl.org or email 
smedeiros@sailsinc.org   

History Coffee Hour 
Thursday, 2/26, 11 am, History 

Coffee Hour - This group meets to 
discuss Acushnet's history. Join the 
conversation and share stories or 
photos from the past. Bring your 
coffee and memories. We will supply 
historic documents, photos, 
newspaper clippings, and more!  

Pajama Drive 
Through March 31 -19th Annual 

Boston Bruins PJ Drive.  Cradles to 
Crayons®, the Boston Bruins, the 
Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners, and Wonder fund are 
partnering with organiza tions in your 
community to collect new pajamas 
for local children living in low-income 
or homeless situations.  

Together, we are looking to collect 
10,000 pairs of pajamas. By 
supporting the PJ Drive, you will 
directly provide new pajamas to 
children who need them most, 
helping them stay warm and get a 
good night's sleep. Over the years, 
Acushnet Library patrons have 
donated more than 310 pairs of 
pajamas to children in the Greater 
New Bedford area. This year, we hope 
to collect 50 pairs. We will accept 
donations through March 31.  

Concerts at the 
Point 

When Concerts at the Point 
audiences gather on Sunday, 2/22 at 3 
p.m., they won’t just be hearing an 
acclaimed early-music ensemble — 
they’ll be welcoming back a group 
that has already made a memorable 
impression in Westport. RUCKUS, the 
dynamic New York–based baroque 
band often described as “the world’s 
only period-instrument rock band,” 
returns to Westport Point with a 
program that turns 18th-century 
music into something vibrant, 
rhythmic, and irresistibly alive.  

Their program, Strawberry Fields: 
Handel, Sancho, and English Country 
Dances, promises to transform the 
church into something closer to an 
18th-century dance hall. At the heart 
of RUCKUS is a continuo group — the 
baroque equivalent of a jazz rhythm 
section — featuring guitars, 
harpsichord, cello, bassoon, and 
bass. The musicians combine stylistic 
authenticity with bold, modern 
vitality, creating performances critics 
have praised for both “rough-edged 
intensity” and lyrical delicacy.  

Performed without intermission, 
the program unfolds as a seamless 
journey through elegance, wit, and 
infectious rhythm — music designed 
not just to be admired, but to move 
the listener.  

The performance takes place at 
Westport Point United Methodist 
Church, 1912 Main Road, an 

acoustically warm and intimate venue 
that has become a cherished cultural 
gathering place for the South Coast. 
Concerts at the Point, now in its 29th 
season, presents five to six concerts 
each year and remains a nonprofit, 
volunteer-run organization sustained 
by community support.  

Tickets are $40 for adults and $20 
for students and are available at 
concertsatthepoint.org or by calling 
617-512-5549.  

Maple Days 
Old Sturbridge Village, 1 Old 

Sturbridge Village Rd., Sturbridge, MA 
is open during the winter months 
with many seasonal programs, work -
shops, and special events happening 
each week.  

During Maple Days, through March 
15th, visitors can explore the historic 
Village and watch as costumed 
historians demonstrate the entire 
sugar-making process, from tapping 
the trees to “sugaring off.” Learn how 
maple sugar was used in early New 
England and why it was more 
common than maple syrup. Step 
inside historic homes and interact 
with interpreters as they cook period 
foods using maple products, watch 
the tinner and the cooper making 
maple-related items, and much more. 

Guests can stop by the Miner Grant 
Store and the Ox & Yoke Mercantile to 
purchase a variety of maple-themed 
items, including syrup, candy, books, 
soaps, lotions, and more! 

Maple Days are included with 
general daytime admission. The 
Village is open 9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Guests are encouraged to reserve 
tickets in advance for their date of 
arrival. For a limited time, February 
14th through 22nd, general daytime 
admission tickets are buy one get one 
half off with code LOVEHISTORY.  

Tickets and more information can 
be found online at www.osv.org/ 
event/maple-days. 

Seed Library 
The Mattapoisett Library is excited 

to announce the return of our 
beloved Seed Library.  

Stop by 7 Barstow Street in 
Mattapoisett and borrow what you 
need to start your garden today! For 
more information, visit the library, 
email mfpl@sailsinc.org, or call us at 
508-758-4171 

https://acupl.org
http://www.osv.org
mailto:mfpl@sailsinc.org
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RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL SOLAR 

SOLAR SERVICE & 
MAINTENANCE 
EV CHARGERS 

SERVICE UPGRADES 
ENERGY STORAGE 

GENERATORS

Mike Rotondo, Owner, Fairhaven Resident 
Portside Renewables, LLC 

NABCEP Certification 
18 Years Industry Experience

LIC MA Masters  
22342A HIC 18176 
MA CSL CS-102054 

LIC. RI Masters A-004998

Come visit us at our new location 
23a County Rs., Mattapoisett

Check Out  
Our Wide 
Variety of  

Cars 
www.aausedautos.com

OPEN 
Mon.–Fri. 

8 a.m.–7 p.m. 

Sat. 
8 a.m.–2 p.m.

196 Huttleston Ave. • Fairhaven, MA • 508-758-9500

Come in for your MA 
State Inspection. No 

appointment necessary!

Free diagnostics for 
any dashboard light

A&A WARRANTY! 
All of our parts come with a 12/12 
warranty (12 months/12,000 miles, 

whichever comes first)

We accept  
all competitors’ 

coupons.

389 Alden Road • Fairhaven, Mass. 

508-991-8600 
Short Term Rehab and Long Term Care 

“We Take Good Care of our Neighbors”

From our readers
Shepherd’s Pantry Says 

Thank You 
I want to take this opportunity to 

thank the Greater New Bedford Track 
Club (GNBTC) members for, once 
again, coordinating the annual Turkey 
Trot this past Thanksgiving morning. 
The bulk of the financial proceeds from 
the road race went to the Shepherd's 
Pantry located in Acushnet. 

Last week I was invited by, GNBTC 
President, Meghan Rogers, to attend 
their monthly meeting so they could 
hand me a check of $20,000.00 to 
benefit the Shepherd's Pantry. This 
year marks 26 years that the pantry's 
dedicated volunteers have been 
helping out the less fortunate each 
Saturday morning between the hours 
of 9 to 11 a.m.  

We couldn’t keep our doors open if 
it wasn't for kind donors and volun -
teers throughout the year. And the 
GNBTC is one of those special groups 
of individuals that are enthusi -
astically willing to help their local 
community. We should all appreciate 
what they do.  

Gerry Payette, Director/ 
Shepherd's Pantry  

Take Pride in What We Save 
and Sustain 

My name is Chris Fidalgo. I’m a 
member of the Fairhaven Finance 
Committee. I’m writing this letter as a 
passionate citizen and state explicitly 
here: this is NOT the committee’s 
opinion, only one person’s.  

Fairhaven’s budget conversation 
has reached a point where we need to 
be honest about the tradeoffs we’re 
making: not just this year, but for the 
town’s future.  

For years, we’ve taken pride in 
keep ing taxes low. On the surface, 
that sounds like fiscal responsibility. 
However, when we step back, a 
different picture emerges: the Massa -
chu setts median residential tax rate 
is around $15 compared to Fairhaven’s 
$9.32 per $1,000. That doesn’t mean 
we’ve found some hidden efficiency: 
it means we are funding less of what 
our town actually needs.  

We are now seeing the conse -
quences. Departments are being 
asked to do more with less, year after 
year. Small budget lines are scrutinized 
down to the dollar, while larger 
structural issues go unaddressed. We 

risk reaching a point where “cutting 
costs” is no longer about efficiency, 
but about cutting into the core 
services that make Fairhaven a 
desirable place to live.  

This is especially clear in our 
schools. Strong schools are not just a 
benefit for families with children. 
They are one of the primary drivers 
of property values and community 
stability. Yet, we are paying our 
teachers among the lowest in 
comparable, nearby towns. Over 
time, that discrepancy will not remain 
invisible. It will show up in employee 
retention, in quality, and ultimately in 
how people value living here.  

There is also growing interest in 
privatizing services as a cost-saving 
measure. While that may reduce 
short-term payroll expenses, it often 
replaces predictable public costs 
with long-term, contractual obliga -
tions that we cannot control. Once a 
service is outsourced, the town loses 
leverage. Costs can rise, and flexi bility 
can disappear. This will expedite the 
loss of services.  

The question in front of us is not 
LETTERS: cont’d on page 18
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Supportive Social Day 
Program 

Supportive Social day Program is a 
structured and supervised program 
for seniors in need of socialization or 
for those who may have cognitive 
disabilities. Persons who are 60 and 
older, who are independent with eating, 
ambulation, medication adminis tra -
tion, continent, are not an elopement 
risk, Please contact Sally Bourke or 
Debra Chmiel at 508-993-9455 for 
further information.  

Mall Trips 
Reservations accepted for mall 

trips at beginning the 15th of the prior 
month. There is a $6 charge unless 
otherwise noted. Please bring exact 
amount. The van leaves the Fairhaven 
Senior Center promptly at 9: 2/25, So. 
Shore Plaza; 3/4, Tiver ton Casino; 3/11, 
Hyannis Mall, Trader Joe’s; 3/18, 
Providence Place Mall; 3/25, Warwick 
Mall. 

Join Us for Lunch 
We serve lunch every weekday at 

11:30 a.m. To schedule a lunch, call 
the day before by 10 a.m. Voluntary 
dona tion of $3 (Please note price 
chance). To let us know you want to 
join us, and to arrange for a ride, call 
508-979-4029.  

Movie Mondays 
Popcorn, pretzels and candy are 

part of the movie experience. If you 
would like a drink other than water, 
please feel free to bring your own. No 
alcohol. Thank you. All shows at 12:15. 

Would you like to have lunch before 
the movie? Please call us the Thursday 
before the movie to reserve yourself a 
lunch. $3 donation for the meal. Call 
508-979-4029. The movie is free. 

Feb. 23. The Lost Valentine. Romand 
& Drama. A reporter (Jennifer Love 
Hewitt) seeks the  truth about a 
woman’s (Betty White) husband (Billy 
Magnussen), a pilot who never returned 
from duty in World War II. 

Walking Group 
Walk with friends at the Rec Center 

gym next door from 12–12:30 p.m., 
Monday–Friday. FREE. Classic hits 
from the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s. It’s the perfect 
way to stay active, lift your spirits, 
and connect with others during the 
chill months ahead. 

Legal Help 
Free 15-minute consultation with 

Atty. Suzanne Seguin. Call the center 
for info, 508-979-4029. 

South Coastal Counties Legal 
Services, advocates for older adults, 
508-979-7150. 

Wellness Clinic & Blood 
Pressure Check 

With Fairhaven Community Nurse. 
Every Wed., from 11:15 a.m.–1:15 p.m. 

Reassurance Program 
A free service for elders wanting a 

daily telephone check-in with a COA 
staff member to ensure all is well. Call 
the COA for more info, 508-979-4029. 

Fairhaven Recreation Center

508-979-4029 • 229 Huttleston Ave • Fairhaven 
Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 7:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.; Wed., 7:30 a.m.–8 p.m.

Fairhaven Senior Center/Council on Aging

Visit our website at: http://fairhavenma.virtualtownhall.net/Pages/FairhavenMA_COA/index

Open Mon-Thurs, 6 a.m.-8 p.m.; Fri., 6 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; Closed Sunday • 227 Huttleston Ave, 
508-993-9269 https://www.fairhaven-ma.gov/recreation-department

Flashlight Easter Egg Hunt 
25th Annual Flashlight Easter Egg 

Hunt (pre registration is required) 
Join us for the annual flashlight egg 
hunt. Children will search for their 
eggs on the Recreation center 
grounds and return them to the 
Easter Bunny for a special treat. 
Don’t forget to bring your flashlight 
& camera for pictures with the 
Easter Bunny. In the event of Rain, 
the event will be held indoors at the 
Center. Date: April 11th Time: 7:15 
PM 11 and under $7.00 per person 

KoolKids April Vacation 
Embark on a thrilling school 

vacation program tailored for grades 
K-7, packed with an array of 
activities! Dive into active games, 
team sports, captivating art projects, 
exhilarating science challenges, 
brain-teasing, team building and 
much more. Our program is de -
signed to ignite creativity, teamwork 
and exploration while ensuring each 
child has a blast in a dynamic and 

inclusive setting. Please ensure 
children wear comfortable clothing 
and sneakers. They should also 
bring a water bottle, a snack, and 
lunch each day 8am-4pm April 21-24 
No program April 20th 
Town Meeting Kool Kids Day 

A fun filled day program tailored 
for grades K-7, packed with an array 
of activities! Dive into active games, 
team sports, captivating art projects, 
exhilarating science challenges, brain-
teasing, team building and much 
more. Our program is designed to 
ignite creativity, teamwork and 
exploration while ensuring each 
child has a blast in a dynamic and 
inclusive setting. Please ensure 
children wear comfortable clothing 
and sneakers. They should also 
bring a water bottle, a snack, and 
lunch for the day. Starts 1 hour 
before town meeting and ends 30 
minutes after Town meeting con -
cludes. Free for current Town 
Meeting members. $35.00 for non- 

voting Town meeting attendees. 
Qigong Class 

with Robin Fielding  Join us for a 
calming and restorative Qigong class 
led by experienced instructor Robin 
Fielding. Qigong is a gentle mind-
body practice that combines slow, 
flowing movements, focused breath -
ing, and mindful awareness to pro -
mote relaxation, balance, and overall 
well-being.This class is suitable for 
all fitness levels and abilities. 
Participants will be guided through 
easy-to-follow movements designed 
to reduce stress, improve flexibility, 
support circulation, and cultivate 
inner calm. No prior experience is 
necessary. Come as you are, wear 
comfortable clothing, and enjoy an 
hour dedicated to movement, 
breath, and mindfulness. you can 
register for this class online and pay 
at class. The $10 will be paid directly 
to the instructor. Starting March 4th 
Wednesdays 5pm-6pm 

 



Secrets 
Dear Frankie, 
My mom is a 

writer. Two 
years ago, she 
told my dad she 
was leaving her 
job as an editor 
to write a novel 
she had been 
mulling over for 
a long time. She 
felt sure that, if 

she worked on it 
full-time, she would have a 
manuscript ready in two years for her 
agent to send to publishers.  

It’s now two and a half years later, 
and the book is nowhere near finished. 
Soon after she began it, she grew 
discouraged and stopped writing 
altogether.  

Whenever my dad asked her how 
the book was going, she told him,  

“Fine.” 
Recently, he asked her when she 

thought it would be finished, and she 
said soon.  

Why can’t she tell my dad the 
truth?  

Carson 
Dear Carson,  
Your mom wanted to write a book, 

but it hasn’t worked out. She’s likely 
embarrassed that she couldn’t finish 
it and hasn’t been honest with your 
dad. She might be afraid of how he’ll 
react when he finds out she hasn’t 
told the truth for over two years.  

I hope he can understand how 
difficult this has been for her as a 
writer. I also hope she realizes how 
much secrets can hurt a relationship, 
and that if he forgives her, she’ll 
promise not to keep secrets from him 
again.  

 
Best, Frankie 

© 2026 Geneva Woodruff 
Comments and letters can be sent to 

Frankie at dearfrankiecolumn@gmail. 
com. The Fairhaven Neighbor hood News 
publishes the Dear Frankie column. To 
receive a free online sub scrip tion, 
readers can email neighbnews@ 
comcast.net, request their name be 
added to the email list or visit www. 
neighbnews.com to read the paper 
online or to download the latest issue.
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Recipe of the Week

Frankie

Dear 
Dear Frankie

Crispy Cheesy  
Sweet Potato Skins 

6 medium sweet potatoes 
2 tbps salted butter, melted 
1 clove garlic, grated 
2 teaspoons seasoned salt 
2 teaspoons chipotle chili powder 
1/2 teaspoon smoked paprika 
kosher salt 
1/4 cup grated parmesan cheese 
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 
crispy bacon bits, for serving 
avocado, cilantro, green onions, 

jalapeños, and sour cream, for 
serving 
Preheat oven to 425°. Prick the 

sweet potatoes with a fork. Bake 
directly on the rack until tender, 
35-40 minutes. Slice in half, cool.  

Use a fork to scoop most of the 
flesh out, leaving about 1/4 inch of 
the sweet potato in the skins. 
Arrange the skins on a parchment-
lined baking sheet.  

Mix the melted butter with the 
seasoned salt, chipotle chili 
powder, paprika, and a pinch of 
salt. Spoon the seasoned butter 
over each potato skin. Sprinkle 
over the parmesan. Bake 15-20 
minutes, until crisp. Add the 
cheddar cheese. Bake another 10 
minutes, until the cheese is 
melted. 

Serve immediately topped with 
lots of bacon bits and an assort -
ment of your favorite toppings.  

 
Homemade Seasoned Salt 
1/4 cup each of onion powder 

and garlic powder 
1 tablespoon paprika 
1/2 teaspoon cayenne 
1/4 cup kosher salt 

HEATING OIL & DIESEL

$3.65 

Gal

Price may 
change

We strive to maintain our competitive reputation  
by reducing costs

24-Hour Service
Over 15 years’ 

 experience

508-996-8042 • 126 MacArthur Drive 
New Bedford, MA 02740

www.luzofuel.com

Be sure  
to tell  

our 
advertisers 

you saw 
their ads  

in the 
Neighb 
News!

Your Local, 
Independent Pharmacy 
Offering everything you expect, 
only focused with your health 

and well-being  
in mind.

Delivery Monday–Friday 
Single and Multi-Dose Packaging 
Seamless Prescription Transfer

Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.–6 p.m. • Sat., 9 a.m.–1 p.m. • Closed Sun.

72 Main St. • Fairhaven, MA 02719 
Phone: 508-525-4455 • Fax: 774-206-1692 • www.FhvnRX.com 

Eric Sylvia

774-849-0425 
Licensed Electrician for 35 Years • Lic: 13901A

Commercial & Residential • MA/RI/CT 
Upgrades • Repairs 

Emergency Calls • New Installation 
Renovation & Re-models • Service Calls

Sylvia Electric — Powerful Service
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General Contractor
Licensed General Contractor 

for 46 years 
Roofing • Decks • Porches • Windows • Doors

MA Const. Sup. Lic. # 003000 
MA Home Imp. Lic. #181168

EPA Lead Safe Certified 
Fully Insured

Materials Supplied by ABC Supply Company

Marc A. Gadbois • 508-992-0226

By Steven J. Bouley 
Special to the Neighb News 

Writing a story about our recent 
Superbowl experience is both a 
delight and a challenge.  

The delight is in the fact our team, 
the Seattle Seahawks, won a decisive 
victory over the New England 
Patriots. First, a plea for some local 
mercy. Our loyalty as die-hard Pats 
fans changed two years ago when our 
nephew, Mike Macdonald, was named 
head coach of the Seahawks. What a 
joy for us and our family to celebrate 
with this fine young man and his 

talented team as world 
champions! 

Remembering Mike 
back in his boyhood 
days and watching his 
mom and my sister, 
Susan, and his dad, 
Hugh, love and guide 
him and his two 
wonderful sisters, Kate 
and Maggie, is still a 
live movie playing in 
my head. Unknowingly, 
that was seed time for 
what harvested this 
past Superbowl 
Sunday. 

Here's another tid 
bit — My wife, Cynthia 
(my best buddy), and I 
qualify as “seniors” and 
we’ve done our share 
of traveling and 
experiencing interesting things 
together over our lifetime. Visiting 52 
of the 63 National Parks provides a 
little evidence of what kind of action 
I'm talking about. So, if you don't 
mind a snapshot of the two of us at 
the Superbowl: Two kids in a candy 

store!! 
The challenge is putting into words 

what shined most brightly as the 
takeaway from our Superbowl 
weekend. 

Any fair-minded sports fan would 

Superbowl Sunday — A Real Dream Come True

Mikey B’s 
Lobster, Seafood, Burgers, Sandwiches

🍵 FREE CHOWDER WITH FISH & CHIP 
LARGE & EXTRA LARGE ALL THROUGH 

LENT 🐟 $10 LUNCH 10% REWARDS + $5 
SIGN UP BONUS

989 Victoria St., New Bedford, MA 02745 
508-985-0002 • www.mikeybs.com

Party Platters • Private room.  
No room fee • Parties from 10 to 100

Light Batter English Batter

Seafood Platter Lobster Roll

Jane Kalife Paul 
REALTOR©

508-971-9824

Platinum Club Member  
Representing the Top 5% 
of Jack Conway Agents 

JUST LISTED!

$410,000 
1256 N. Hixville Rd.,  

N. Dartmouth  
Foundation complete & 

ready for immediate 
construction!  

Ranch style home featuring 
3 beds/2 baths/2.5 garage 

ABOVE: Fairhaven residents, Steve (LEFT) and Cynthia 
(RIGHT) Bouley, meet up with Karin Cupp, the mother of 
Seattle Seahawk Cooper Kupp; and Kenneth Walker II, the 
father of Seattle Seahawk Kenneth Walker III on 2/6/26 just a 
couple of days before Super Bowl LX. BELOW: L-R: Seahawks 
head coach, Mike Macdonald, poses with the Lombardi 
trophy and his uncle, Steve Bouley. Submitted photos.

BOULEY: cont’d on page 17
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Fairhaven had lots of activities for students during school vacation week. The Kool Kids program at the Fairhaven Recreation Center 
provides activities for Grades K-7 after school and during school vacations. See page 9 for more info. The Millicent Library has a variety 
of ongoing programs for children. Visit https://millicentlibrary.org. ABOVE LEFT: This little young’un celebrates after dodging the ball 
during a dodgeball game in the Kool Kids program at the Fairhaven Recreation Center on 2/17/26. ABOVE RIGHT: Kids dodge and throw 
balls during the game. BELOW LEFT: Bodie poses with his house, which just needs some paint and stickers to be completed, during the 
Cardboard Build at the Millicent Library on 2/17/26. BELOW RIGHT: William tries to decide what to cut next on his house, which started 
out as a tepee. Photos by Beth David.

Plenty for kids indoors during February vacation

By Beth David 
Editor 

The Sail House Tavern celebrated 
its official opening with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on 2/13/26. Owners, 
employees, town officials, and 

patrons gathered to hear a few words 
and listen to Ken Richards. 

The tavern is in the old VFW 
building, 109 Middle Street, Fair -
haven. The renovated space features 
a large dining area, which accom -

modates live 
music and 
dancing, and a 
rebuilt bar area.  

Owners, Linda 
and Howie Plaud, 
who are 
e x p e r i e n c e d 
r e s t a u r a n t 
owners, bought 
the building. The 
restaurant/tavern 
is managed by 
their son, Alex. 

“We built this 
space because we 
love hosting, 
bring ing people 
together, and 
creating a spot 

where great food, creative drinks, and 
live entertain ment all live under one 
roof,” Ms. Plaud told the crowd. “This 
isn’t just a restaurant or bar, it’s a 
place for community events, local 
talent, and making memories.” 

Sail House Tavern celebrates opening with ribbon cutting

SAILHOUSE: cont’d on page 18

ABOVE: Owner Linda Plaud cuts the ribbon to celebrate the 
opening of the Sail House Tavern in Fairhaven on 2/13/26 
surrounded by family members and town officials. RIGHT: Linda 
Plaud says a few words before the ribbon is cut. Photo by Beth 
David. 
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By Beth David 
Editor 

The Atlas Tack Working Group 
updated the Fairhaven Select Board 
on the progress the group has made 
trying to find a solution for the 
superfund site that is in the center of 
town. 

ATWG chairperson, Rick Trapilo, 
told the board at its 2/2/26 meeting 
that the group has made progress 
defining the tasks that need to be 
completed on the site to bring it back 
to being a productive parcel for the 
town. 

“We really are in a pivotal moment 
after decades,” said Mr. Trapilo. 

He also said the town had a strong 
case to get the building demolished, 
and that the cost for doing that might 
be significantly lower than originally 
thought. 

The 41 acre site includes 16 parcels 
resulting in a “tremendous amount of 
complexity,” said Mr. Trapilo. 

The parcel with the original factory 
building in approximately 10.3 acres.  

There are wetlands on the 
property, and part of it was cleaned 
up by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), but not to the level of 
allowing residential building. 

Despite the complexity of the 
parcels and the configuration of the 
various challenges on the property, 
Mr. Trapilo said the trust that owns 
the property has been responsive and 
is doing its “due diligence” related to 
a variety of requests. The most urgent 
need, he said, is to get the perimeter 
fence replaced. 

Mr. Trapilo said it is a “no brainer” 
that the  building is a threat to public 

safety. The build -
ing needs to be 
demolished, he 
said, and esti -
mates came in 
between $750K 
and $850K.  

He said the 
ATWG has talked 
to EPA officials, 
who will step in if 
necessary to get 
the trust to do the 
work. 

Mr. Trapilo said 
they are working 
with EPA and the 
Mass. Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) to come up with 
long term solutions. The goal is to 
bring the site up to some use that is a 
benefit to the town. 

It is situated very close to Our 
Lady’s Haven, a long term nursing 
facility; and the former Rogers 
School, where a playground is in 
constant use by the neighborhood. 

“It’s awful,” said Mr. Trapilo. “It’s 
awful for the community. It’s awful for 
the town.” 

In his written remarks to the board, 
Mr. Trapilo said, “Once the structure 
and associated debris are removed, 
collaborative discussions may begin 
between the Town of Fairhaven and 
the Atlas Trust regarding potential 
future uses of approximately 10 acres 
of land. Any such discussions would 
occur only after the site is fully 
secured and remediated.” 

He also wrote that the group is 
confident that the hazards on the site 
will be addressed.  

“Since its formation, the Atlas Tech 
Working Group has worked with 
diligence, professionalism, and 
persistence to advance progress at 
this site, bringing us closer to 
resolution than at any time in 
decades. With continued 
coordination among town officials 
and regulatory agencies, we are 
confident that the remaining hazards 
will be addressed,” Mr. Trapilo. “The 
ultimate  goal is to eliminate the 
longstanding stigma of a Superfund 
site and return this land to 
productive use that benefits the Town 
of Fairhaven once all remediation 
requirements are completed. 

“The Atlas Tech Working Group 
remains fully committed and 
energized in pursuing this resolution 
on behalf of the community.” 

The ATWG slide show is avail able 
on demand within the 2/2/26 meeting 
available at www.FairhavenTV.com, 
and as a PDF on our website: 
neighbnews.com under the 2/5/26 
issue.  

Atlas Tack Working Group updates Select Board

An aerial photo from July, 2025, shows the extent of the collapse of 
the roof of the Atlas Tack building in Fairhaven, a superfund site that 
has been neglected for years. Photo courtesy of the Town of 
Fairhaven. 

ABOVE LEFT: Slide 3, part of a presentation by the Atlas Tack Working Group to the Fairhaven Select Board on 2/2/26, shows the 41 
acres that comprise the Atlas Tack superfund site. ABOVE RIGHT: Slide 8 shows a 6.14 acre portion under a conservation easement. 
Images from ATWG slide presentation.  

http://FairhavenTV.com
http://neighbnews.com
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Obituary: Charlie-Dog David
Charlie-

Dog 
David 
C h a r l i e -

Dog David, 
20, aka Evil 
Dog, aka ELS 
(Evil Little 
S idek ick . . . 
or Shit), 
crossed the 
r a i n b o w 
bridge from 

the comfort of his favorite couch 
surrounded by the family members 
who loved him most (all two of them 
plus one almost-loved one) on 2/16/26. 

Known for his fiesty personality 
and no-nonsense protection of his 
personal space (and those he loved), 
Charlie had many instances of 
drawing blood to his credit over his 
long life. However, since he was only 
about 10 pounds, those gashed by his 
quick teeth always opted to keep the 
incident among friends (and also 
because he was so stinkin’ cute). 
Hence, the little guy died with a clean 
record.  

The aging process had taken its toll 
on his fight, though. He had not 
drawn blood in at least three years, 
much to the dismay of his last 
momma. 

Speaking of mommas... 
Charlie’s last human was clearly 

just a stand-in. His favorite 
momma was Sittoo Octavia, 
with whom he never 
actually lived, belonging 
tech nically to Christine, as 
Charlie-Dog’s entrance into 
the David Family.  

Christine res cued the 
little guy, shivering and 
shaking, from a local shelter 
where he was taken after 
being found on the mean 
streets of New Bedford. No 
doubt, this is where he 
honed his combat skills at 
the tender age of about two-years-old. 

Upon the untimely demise of 
Christine, her sister, Beth, got 
custody of the dog, an arrange ment 
Charlie tolerated out of necessity, but 
never really embraced. 

Being of an adaptive species, he 
immediately claimed the best couch 
as his own....and good luck to any 
who challenged that claim...and so it 
remained until his passing. 

In his younger years, Charlie loved 
his walks on the beach with Momma 
Christine in her big yellow jacket, and 
enjoyed sitting in the sun or the 
shade with family members at the 
shore. 

Charlie also gained a modicum of 
local fame as the mascot of the 
Fairhaven Neighborhood News, due to 
his human being the editor and her 
flaunting of the relationship with a 

picture on her editor’s page, obviously 
to endear herself to her dog-loving 
readers.  

No doubt, when he crossed the 
rainbow bridge, his other two 
mommas (and maybe the one we 
never met) were waiting for him with 
a huge bucket of bland, boiled, white-
meat chicken, his favorite food. 

His family is hopeful that on the 
other side, he has regained full use of 
his legs and his eyes so he is able to 
perform the zoomies to his heart’s 
content. 

He will be missed...by some. 
Charlie will be cremated and his 

ashes placed with the momma who 
rescued him from the shelter. 

Special thanks to Dr. Kimberly 
Kleinfeld for her compassionate in-
home, end-of-life care for the little 
shit.

With Momma 
Octavia

You said “treat.” I heard 
you say it!

With Momma 
Christine

How does he do that  
without thumbs?

Eyeing his human with a 
mixture of love and 

suspicion. 

Quality Remodeling & Finish Work • Kitchens • Bathrooms • Decks 
All Types of Interior & Exterior Remodeling • Fully Insured

508-992-6622 
OVER 40 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE 
Fairhaven, MA

MA H.I.C. Reg. #125134 • MA Const. Sup. Lic #007769 • EPA Lead-Safe Cert.

Support Local Journalism! 
Donate to the Neighb News through a PayPal link on our 

website: www.neighbnews.com  
Or send check or money order to Neighb News,  

166 Dogwood St., Fairhaven, MA 02719.  
Thank you for reading the Neighb News!
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Fairhaven Center for Business 
65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719 

508-997-8515 
www.VieiraIns.com

Auto • Home 
Business

Competitive Insurance  
Rates for

Call or stop by for a  
review and quote 

Local and national  
companies represented

Vieira Insurance Agency

Call today!

508-994-1908
fairhaven@peabodyproperties.com 

www.peabodyproperties.com

1 & 2 Bedrooms
Heat Included
On-site Maintenance
On-site Professional Mgmt.
On-site Laundry Facilities
On-site Parking
Resident Services Programs

Housing for 62 yrs+ & handicapped & disabled person 18
yrs+. Rent based on 30% of adjusted gross income. 

Now Accepting

Applications

Fairhaven Village
330 Main Street   |   Fairhaven, MA 02719

Estate Planning • Elder Law • Probate

508-994-5200 • www.MyFamilyEstatePlanning.com

•   HEALTHCARE PROXY

•   ADVANCE DIRECTIVE

•   LAST WILL & TESTAMENT

•   HIPAA AUTHORIZATION

•   DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY

•   TRUST PLANNING TO ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS

•   MASSHEALTH/MEDICAID PLANNING FOR 
 LONG-TERM CARE

•   ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

“WE GO WHERE PROBLEM TREES GROW”
•  TREE REMOVAL •  LOT CLEARING 
•  AERIAL BUCKET TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE 
•  FIREWOOD 
•  PRUNING OF LARGE HISTORICAL TREES 
•  YEAR ROUND SERVICE

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates 

508-993-3588 
Fairhaven • jfitzgeraldtreeservice.com
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125 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-996-9212 
www.BaysideLoungeFhvn.com

Indoor/Out Door Seating  
& Take-Out

Kitchen Open till 10:00 p.m.  
Full menu available for pick-up or delivery

Call 508-996-9212 for reservations or take-out. 
Now serving full bar and breakfast daily:  
Weekdays at 11 a.m., Weekends at 10 a.m. 

TRIVIA IS BACK: Thursdays at 7 p.m.

KARAOKE 
Thursdays at  

9 p.m.

24-Hour UL-Listed Monitoring Service 
Security Systems • Fire Alarms 

Closed Circuit Television • Card Access 
Serving Bristol & Plymouth Counties for over 35 years

MA Master License 21429-A 
System Security S License SS-001849

Buying or selling a home? 
I can help.

Catherine 
Costa 
Realtor

7 8 1 - 7 2 4 - 1 5 0 4  
c a t h e r i n e @ d i v i t o r e a l t y . c o m

Complete Menu of Chinese &  
American Selections 

Call 508-992-8668 for take-out. 
Hours: Sun.–Thurs., 11-9 

Fri.–Sat., 11-10 • Closed Tuesdays

51 Main Street, Fairhaven Center 
Gift Certificates for all Occasions 

Trusted by your friends and  
family since 1961

We serve 
Beer & Wine   $2off 

 
With this coupon. Exp. 2/28/26 

Not to be  combined with other offers.

ALL FOOD AVAILABLE FOR TAKE-OUT

All purchases of 
at least $20 

Finalist for  
Best Chinese 

Restaurant Four 
Years in a ROW. 

WINNER in 2021
WINNER!

HOURS 
Sun.: 8 a.m.–2 p.m. • Mon.–Wed.: 7 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Thurs.: 7 a.m.–7 p.m. • Fri.–Sat: 7 a.m.–8 p.m.

MAC’S SODA BAR 
& CUSTOM CATERING 
116 Sconticut Neck Road • Fairhaven • 508-992-8615 

A local landmark since June 21, 1946

Thursday Special: 2/26 
Eat-in/Take-out 

Turkey Dinner: $12.95

Saturday Night 
Scallop  
Delight 

Every Saturday 
$16.95 • Five Choices 
Eat In/Take Out • 2–8 
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NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS Upcoming Meetings
FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976 

Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems. 
Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm 

monitoring and FREE MONITORING. 
Replace your old alarm system with a new 

system for as little as $299 Complete 
FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633 

PERSONAL DRIVER Hi there! I’ve been serving 
the communities in Fairhaven, Acushnet, Tri-
Town, and points beyond since 2017. Com -
fortable vehicles, safe driving, stress-free trips, 
reliable service. Trips to/from Green/Logan 
airports, round trips to appointments and events. 
Accommodating your unique needs! Text or call 
Jon the Driver, 508-951-8223, to get info or 
reserve a ride. 

HOUSE CLEANING 
Experienced cleaner, $15/hour 

Call 508-991-1104 

MARK’S PAINTING Specializing in interior and 
exterior painting. Landscaping, carpentry, power 
washing and much more. Call for estimate. Call 
508-405-5625. Many references upon request. 

FIREARMS SAFETY COURSE State approved 
for Mass. license to carry firearms or FID card. 
Call Phil Lacerda, 508-989-6093.  ongoing 

 TED SILVA 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 

TEL: 508-965-6072. 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN: 
35 years’ experience. Lic. #13901A. 

Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty. 
Generator hook-ups. Eric, 774-849-0425. 

RAY THE PLUMBER: 
Professsional plumbing and heating service you 
can afford. License #16266. Call 508-958-0925. 

PLUMBING, HVAC 
35+ years’ exp. Master Plumber #12990.  

6/4  Call Ralph, 508-717-1550.  6/4 

GT CARPENTRY Exterior, interior painting and 
repairs, sheetrock, siding, yard cleanup. Call 
George, 774-810-5008.  ongoing 

SHEA DOONAN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

1/29  774-202-3972  1/29 

David J. Dias Plumbing  
Local Plumber. 50 years.  

License # 8366, 508-965-6584 
12/11  Small jobs preferred/semi retired.  12/11 

CARPENTRY  
Siding, Roofs, Decks, Windows, Doors, 

ong  Painting. Call Dave, 508-971-0929.  ong 

Fairhaven 
Atlas Tack Working Group 

Thurs., 2/19, Town Hall, 5 p.m. 
Board of Appeals 

Tues., 3/3, Town Hal, 6 p.m. 
Board of Health 

Wed.,  2/25, Town Hall, 5 p.m. 
Board of Public Works 
Mon., 2/23, Arsene St., 6 p.m. 
Conservaton Comm 

Mon., 2/23, Town Hall, 6 p.m. 
Economic Develpment 

Thurs., 2/19, Town Hall, 5:30 p.m. 
Finance Committee 

Thurs., 2/19, Arsene St., 6:30 p.m. 
Thurs., 2/26, Arsene St., 6:30 p.m. 

Marine Resources 
Thurs., 2/19, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

Planning Board 
Tues., 2/24, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

School Committee 
Wed., 2/25, Media Ctr/Lib., 6:30 p.m. 

Select Board 
Mon., 2/23, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

Acushnet 
Board of Appeals 

Tues., 2/24, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
Conservation Comm 

Wed., 2/25, Town Hall, 6:00 p.m. 
Planning Board 

Thurs., 2/19, Town Hall, 6 p.m. 
Select Board 

Fri., 3/6, Town Hall, 4 p.m. 

HELP WANTED

Don’t forget to tell our 

advertisers you saw their 

ads in the Neighb News!

*= Predicted minus tides from -0.1 ft. to -1.0 ft 
**Predicted minus tides from -1.1 ft to -2.0 ft or more

TIDE TABLE 
US Army Corps of Engineers, Cape Cod 

Canal/Piney Point

Thursday 19 0903 2127 0217* 1434*

Friday 20 0946 2212 0301* 1514*

Saturday 21 1033 2302 0343* 1554*

Sunday 22 1125 2359 0428* 1637*

Monday 23 --- 1225 0521* 1730*

Tuesday 24 0059 1325 0632 1840

Wednesday 25 0159 1427 0755 1955

Thursday 26 0304 1539 1006 2118

Friday 27 0416 1650 1127 2313

Saturday 28 0518 1745 --- 1217*

HIGH           LOW 
a.m.  p.m.    a.m.  p.m.

Feb. 
2026

EXCITED ABOUT THE HISTORY  
OF NEW BEDFORD? 

NEW BEDFORD HARBOR TOURS IS  
NOW HIRING FOR THE 2026 SEASON 

USCG License required 
some support is available 
Subject to Drug Testing 

Excellent Boat Handling Skills a Plus 
THIS IS A FUN AND SATISFYING JOB! 

Please contact us at: 
info@newbedfordharbortours.com

NEED RELIABLE PERSON FOR SNOW 
REMOVAL Operate owner’s snow blower. Very 
little shoveling. Must live in New Bedford or 
Fairhaven, have an AWD vehicle or live within 
walk ing distance to our home on County Street 
in New Bedford near Clasky Park. Must be avail -
able for every snow event over 2" day or night. 
2-4 hours work $50 per hour. Call 774-202-2222. 

have to agree — Beating a great 
Patriots team, with a promising 
future, was a job well done! It's easy 
to predict more great things are 
ahead for both teams. 

Beyond all the pre-game hype, 
technology, special performances, 
$10.00 hotdogs, crazy ticket prices, 
and natural electricity generated, 
what impressed us most deeply 
wasn’t as obvious. It's the family 
dynamic that creates and maintains 
the reason for such a successful 
extravaganza. 

We met several player parents who 
were just regular folks who were 
blessed with a child who became an 
extraordinary football player, com -
plete with resilience to temptations, 
and tenaciousness to carry on in the 
face of challenges. See the photo of us 

with the dad of Kenneth Walker, this 
year’s Superbowl MVP, and the mom 
of Cooper Kupp, the 2022 MVP as a 
player for the Rams. 

This basic parental connection and 
their solid attributes served as the 
vital foundation for this Superbowl. 
Built on this foundation were the 
families, friends, and fans that came 
to Levi Stadium with passionate 
support for their heroes. Count us in 
the mix! 

So, what was our greatest take -
away this past weekend?  

True champions are rare. Any 
parent reading this, however, could 
become a Macdonald, Walker, or a 
Kupp. Over many years, they never 
abandoned their dream for their 
child, and what we witnessed this 
past Superbowl Sunday was a real 
dream come true!

BOULEY: cont’d from page 11



simply whether to spend more or 
less. It is whether we choose to 
address our financial reality in a 
controlled, thoughtful way now, or be 
forced into larger, more disruptive 
decisions later.  

A modest override, paired with 
responsible budgeting is fiscal 

discipline in action. This is what our 
Town Administrator is thoughtfully 
proposing. It is an acknowledgment 
that maintaining our town requires 
our investment. Avoiding that reality 
does not eliminate the cost. It delays 
it and often increases it.  

Fairhaven is a community people 

care deeply about. The goal is not to 
make the government bigger, but to 
ensure it remains functional, stable, 
and capable of supporting the town 
we want to live in.  

We should take pride not just in 
what we save, but in what we sustain.   

Chris Fidalgo, Fairhaven 
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Public Hearings/Legal Notices 
NOTE: All legal notices are available on the Neighb News website, www.NeighbNews.com, under the “Legal Notices” tab on the top of the main page. Legal ads are also 

available at http://masspublicnotices.org, search under “Fairhaven Neighborhood News”

ACUSHNET CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION  

PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the Acushnet 

Conservation Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Wednesday, February 25th beginning at 
6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall Meeting Room, located 

at 122 Main Street, Acushnet, Massachusetts.  
•  Public Hearing NOI and Stormwater – Meet in the 

Middle, LLC. A Notice of Intent was filed by Meet in 
the Middle, LLC, property located at 0 Middle Road, 
Map 23, Lot 1. The applicant proposes to construct a 
single-story commercial storage building with office 
space and a contractors yard for material and supply 
storage with associated paved parking, utilities, 
stormwater management controls, and landscaping 
located on the southern side of Middle Road. The 
proposed work is shown on a plan titled “Proposed 
Contractors Yard/Storage Facility” dated December, 
2025 by Sitec Engineering & Environmental Inc. The 
applicant is represented by Chris Vandenberghe, P.E. 
of Sitec Engineering & Environmental Inc. 

James Souza, Chair 
FNN, 2/19/26 

Notice of Public Hearing 
The Fairhaven Board of Health is hosting a public 

hearing at 5 p.m. on March 11, 2026 to review and hear 
comments relative to proposed changes to the existing 
Fairhaven Board of Health Animal Regulations (New 
Poultry Regulations).  
The Public Hearing will be held in-person at 40 Center 

St., Fairhaven, MA 02719, and via Zoom 
(https://us06web.zoom.us/j/95313326052?pwd=UEFiV

zVKUDA5eExrTDN6RXBWMzYvUT09 

or call 1-929-205-6099 Meeting ID: 953 1332 6052 
Passcode: 118417). 

A copy of these draft regulations is available for 
pickup at the Fairhaven Board of Health (40 Center St., 
Fairhaven, MA 02719) or on the Fairhaven Board of 
Health website: www.fairhaven-ma.gov/board-health  

You are welcome to attend the Public Hearing in 
person (40 Center St., Fairhaven, MA 02719) or virtually 
via Zoom. You also may submit written comment to the 
Fairhaven Board of Health by mail: 40 Center St. 
Fairhaven, MA 02719.  

FNN: 2/19/26, 2/26/26 

TOWN OF ACUSHNET 
In accordance with Chapter 140, MA General Laws, 

notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held 
on Friday, March 6, 2026 at 12:00 pm at the Town Hall 
Meeting Room on the application of Adriano Vincente 
Used Cars to apply for a Class II Motor Vehicle License 
to buy, sell, exchange or assemble second hand motor 
vehicles on 619 Main Street, Acushnet, MA.  

David E. Wojnar, Chairman 
Kevin Gaspar, Sr. 

Robert J. Hinckley 
Board of Selectmen 

FNN, 2/19/26, 2/26/26 

Fairhaven Zoning Board of 
Appeals Public Hearings 
Tuesday March 3rd, at 6:00 p.m.   Town Hall 

Banquet Room, 40 Center Street 
Fairhaven, Massachusetts 

Public Hearing In-Person at Town Hall or  
via Zoom. Join the Zoom Meeting  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/94115137952?pwd=MXp
oVWpKTFBEUmluT1pWSCtiVzJCQT09  

or call 1-929-205-6099Meeting ID: 941 1513 
7952Passcode: 361259  

1. REF# ZBA-026-005: 2 Oxford Street.Map 13, Lot 1, 
Book 13447, Page 155. Applicant and Owner: 2 
Oxford Street, LLC seeks a variance for a proposed 
accessory building that is forward of the front yard. 
Pursuant to Fairhaven Zoning bylaw 198-22 

Patrick Carr, Chair, Fairhaven ZBA 
FNN: 2/12/26, 2/19/26  

TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

INVITATION TO BID 
The Town of Fairhaven invites sealed bids for the 

“Cushman Park Courts Rehabilitation and Related 
Work", in accordance with the Contract Documents 
prepared by Department of Public Works, 5 Arsene 
Street, Fairhaven, Massachusetts 02719.  

Sealed bids marked “Cushman Park Courts 
Rehabili ta tion and Related Work”, will be received at 
the Board of Public Works Office, 5 Arsene Street, 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 not later than 2:00 p.m., March 3, 
2026 E.S.T., and at 2:00 p.m., March 3, 2026 E.S.T. will 
be publicly opened and read.The Board of Public Works 
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids if it 
is in the best interest of the Town to do so.  

Interested Contractors may request the Contract 
Docu ments free of charge as a Portable Document 
Format (PDF) file by visiting the Town of Fairhaven 
web site at the following: https://fairhaven-ma.gov/ 
beacon/.  

FNN 2/12/26, 2/19/26 

Revive the Hidden Heartbeat in Heirlooms You Can’t Let Go. 
That family relic, heavy with memories — too good to trash, too tough to move. 

Unleash its timeless spark through our family-refined touch. 
Dissolve the dilemma: We hunt your dream piece, or ease its next chapter home. 

Recycle. Relieve. Revive. 
1. Scan QR or visit site 

2. Tell us your story: Relieve guilt? Hunt a gem? Revive and enjoy? Form in minutes 
3. Be a part of the solution — convenient, sustainable, reliable 

Follow us on 
Facebook

Fernandes Family Furniture LLC • www.FernandesFamilyFurniture.com 
We buy, sell, and refinish heirloom-quailty wood wonders

LETTERS: cont’d from page 8

She also noted that the VFW 
chapter has been holding meetings 
there again. 

“Everything you touch turns to 
gold,” said Select Board chairperson, 
Charlie Murphy to the Plauds. 

The Plauds owned the Highlander 
in Acushnet, and Captain Bonney’s in 
Rochester.  

Howie Plaud said all their 
businesses are family oriented  

“This is my final,” he  told the 
Neighb News. “I hope it’s my Mona 
Lisa.”  

Alex told the Neighb News that they 
had been open for about three weeks, 
opting for a soft open before the 
ribbon cutting. He said they have 
been busy.  

He said the atmosphere is kid 
friendly and food is classic tavern fare 
with seafood specialties, burgers, 
pizza. They will have entertainment 
almost every day and night.  

The Sail House Tavern is open 
Tuesday through Sunday from 11:30 
a.m. to 11:30 p.m. Visit salhouse-
tavern.com. 

SAILHOUSE: cont’d from page 12

https://fairhaven-ma.gov
http://www.FernandesFamilyFurniture.com
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YOUR LOCAL CLEANING 
& RESTORATION 

SPECIALISTS

CYCLONE CLEANING & 
RESTORATION SERVICES 
Proudly serving Greater New Bedford for 40 years 
Cyclone: a name you can trust.

508-995-8816 • Anthony David 
833 Mt. Pleasant St. • New Bedford • www.CycloneCleaning.com

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning 
Floors: Wash/Wax/Strip 

Heavy Cleaning • Fire/Flood Rehab

Whether you need post construction 
 clean ing, carpet or upholstery cleaning,  

or complete fire and flood clean-up 
and restoration, Cyclone can take care 

of it quickly and professionally.  
A local, family owned business, 
Cyclone takes special care with  

each and every project. 

Visit www.CycloneCleaning.com  
to learn more about all our services.

• FIREWOOD 
• MOWING 
• FERTILIZING 
• PRUNING 
• CLEAN-UPS 
• MACHINE WORK 
• SNOW REMOVAL 

AARON LAGUE 
508-989-6626

Est. 1997

Howeallen.com

Fairhaven’s oldest 
Independent Real

Estate Agency

Howe Allen
REALTOR

For almost 2 decades, Howe
Allen Realty has been serving
buyers and sellers in
Fairhaven.  As a totally
locally-owned real estate
agency, we give a
percentage of every
commission dollar back to
the community to support
non-profits, community
events and actvities. 

Support local businesses.
We do!

857.222.3214
Howe@howeallen.com

Howe Allen Realty
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