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Teeming with information you need.
(And some you don’t need, but will be glad you have anyway.)

Sorry I missed you!

ABOVE The snow at Fort Phoenix on Monday, 1/19/25, shows obvious signs of sledders, but the Neighb News got there too late to see
them. If you have any sledding pictures, please send them along, we’ll run them next week. The snowstorm dropped five inches in
Fairhaven and frigid temperatures guarantee it will stay for a bit. See page 12. Photo by Beth David.

First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Judge Murray Gurfein, Pentagon Papers case, June 17, 1971:
“The security of the Nation is not at the ramparts alone. Security also lies in the value of
our free institutions. A cantankerous press, an obstinate press, a ubiquitous press must be

suffered by those in authority in order to preserve the even greater values of
freedom of expression and the right of the people to know.”

Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi
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The Editor
WEST ISLAND — #"’
A day late and many dollars short. [ & &

The people of Minnesota
have my utmost respect
and admiration. [ am in awe.
Truly in awe. The revolution
is happening, and it has |
started in Minnesota.

They are fighting back to
protect each other and save
our democracy.

If we were watching any of this unfold in another
country we would be outraged. We cannot claim any moral
ground anymore anywhere in the world. How can we, when
we have jackbooted thugs snatching people off the streets,
yanking people out of their cars, sometimes through
broken windows, and dragging people out of their homes.

Get these ICE thugs out of our cities and towns. Period.’

The agency needs to be abolished.

The took an old man out of his house, into the cold,
wearing only his shorts and slippers. No shirt. Minnesota
in January. Then they realized he was a citizen with no
record. They didn’t fix his door or unransack his house.
They just humiliated him, scared him, and hurt him.

They tear-gassed a six-month-old inside of a car. Let that
sink in: A six-month old baby.

They invaded the home of a Washington Post reporter,
someone who is protected by the First Amendment with
case law supporting a journalist’s right to protect her
sources going back decades.

And now Greenland. Really? An ally. Part of NATO.

I remember when Trumpers said he wouldn’t start wars.
Remember that? Now we have seven places he has
attacked and he wants to send paratroopers to
Minneapolis. Paratroopers to an American city. The guy
does not even know what it means to be an American.

We have some meeting coverage for you. See Fairhaven
Select Board on page 3. Fairhaven also hired an assessor.
See page 4 for that.

Acushnet got their Charter change approved (see page
18); and they’re holding a Complete Streets pop-up to give
residents a chance to talk about problem streets and
intersections in town. See page 11 for that.

We also have some pictures from the FHS Blue Devils
boys basketball team. Young Caden is going to be sending
in more, too. See page 13 for that. And if you see him
around town, be sure to say “he.”

There’s more in here, of course. As you page through to
find in all, be sure to notice who our advertisers are so you
can tell them you saw their ads in the Neighb News.

God Save Our Republic...or at
least help Minnesotans save it. .

Until next week, then, see ya,

Publisher Beth David with
Charlie, aka Evil Dog

Glory to Ukraine!
Glory to the Heroes!

Support Local Journalism!
Donate online through a
PayPal link on our website at
www.neighbnews.com
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CORRECTIONS/CLARIFICATIONS

In our photo from the Mattapoisett Democratic Town
Committee Facebook page, the photo credit should have
gone to Sam Oh.

We apologize for any confusion our error may have
caused.




Fairhaven to consider creating land/housing trust

By Beth David
Editor

At its meeting on 1/12/25, the
Fairhaven Select Board heard from
local housing advocate, Michelle
Costen, about the possibility of creat-
ing a Community Land Trust/Housing
Trust with Community Preservation
Act Funds. CPA funds come from a
surcharge on real estate taxes. The
money is then recommended for dis-
tribution by the Community Preserva-
tion Committee (CPC) which submits
its recommendations to Town Meeting.
TM is the authority that expends the
funds.

CPA funds are allowed to be spent
on projects in the community for
historic preservation, open space
preservation, outdoor recreation, and
affordable housing. The current state
match is about 18%.

Ms. Costen told the board that she
believed CPA funds are being
misappropriated. She said the CPC
has not done its job correctly. The
percentages outlined in the act can be
overridden if there is an urgent need,
she said. And the lack of affordable
housing creates an urgent need. She

said the town could have been using
the funds to buy houses.

Ms. Costen also criticized the
appropriation of funds for pickleball
and other suggested projects.

Town Administrator, Keith Hickey,
said he appreciated Ms. Costen’s
“passion” to find affordable housing.
But he also defended the actions of
the CPC, saying they can only
appropriate money to projects that
have been submitted to them. He also
noted that the deadline has passed
for CPC applications.

He said the “challenge” is that the
CPC has not had an application
submitted to them.

Ms. Costen said the CPC is not
addressing the urgent need of the
community for affordable housing.
She said the town needs to reevaluate
everything the CPC has been doing
for years.

SB member, Keith Silvia, asked Mr.
Hickey if he could look into the
possibility of creating a land and
housing trust.

Mr. Hickey said it can be
established at any time, but an
application needs to be submitted to

the CPC before they can award a
grant for housing. Nothing has as yet
been submitted, he said.

Mr. Hickey said he would be happy
to work with community and profes-
sional partners, such as the Housing
Authority.

Mr. Silvia said if the town has a land/
housing trust, then developers would
know they can put an application in.

Mr. Hickey noted that the CPC is
not responsible for establishing a
land trust, it is responsible for
reviewing applications to make sure
they are consistent with the laws and
regulations. The CPC cannot be
responsible for not spending money
for applications not submitted.

Ms. Costen also said she spoke to
some TM members and they did not
know what CPA funds were or how
the could be used. She asked the
board to make an effort to educate
Town Meeting members on the CPA.

The matter will be addressed again
in a future meeting.

To learn more about the CPA, visit
https://www.communitypreservation.
org/about. Or see Mass. General Law
Chapter 44B on Mass.gov

CASH FOR GOLD
I MAKE HOUSE CALLS!

Marc Folco
508-971-5131

Independent precious metals
buyer. No longer affiliated
with Folco Jewelers.

Paying cash on the spot for unwanted gold jewelry in
any condition. Buying almost any gold or silver items.

GOLD PRICES AT
RECORD HIGHS!

A house call 1o evaluate
your precious metals in
your home or office is
gacond-to-none in trusted,
personal service,

WWW,.openseasonspecialties.com
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YOU CAN JOIN

-Bristol, Barnstable, Dukes, Nantucket,
Norfolk, and Plymouth counties in
Massachusetts

-All cities and towns in Rhode Island

In addition, all family members of existing
members can be members.

 alitrust

Who can join Alltrust?

Membership is open
to anyone who lives,
works, or attends
school in:

Visit one of our neighborhood branches today!

508.994.9971 | alltrustcu.org

FAIRHAVEN | FALL RIVER | NEW BEDFORD | SEEKONK

Insured by NCUA | NMLS #422864
Equal Housing Opportunity

strive thrive together
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Fairhaven hires assessor

By Beth David
Editor

At its meeting on 1/20/26, the
Fairhaven Select Board approved the
appointment of Bruce Cabral as
Principal Assessor. Town Adminis-
trator, Keith Hickey, said the screen-
ing committee forwarded two names
to him. He met with both candidates
and said he was “very pleased” to
recommend Mr. Cabral.

Mr. Hickey also said the tentative
start date is 2/9, but that Mr. Cabral
wants to get started sooner. He may
go in for a day or so before the 2/9
official start date.

Mr. Cabral expressed his gratitude
for the opportunity. He said he was
eager to start working “in this
beautiful community.”

Select Board Vice Chair, Andrew
Romano, who ran the meeting because
Chairperson Charles Murphy joined
remotely, said the committee received
11 or 12 resumes. They spent “multiple
days” going through them. Mr.
Romano said he was impressed by
Mr. Cabral’s application.

SB member Natalie Mello echoed
that sentiment, saying “I'm very

impressed by your credentials and
you'll be a great addition to the team.”

Mr. Romano thanked former asses-
sor Joanne Correia who has already
started a new job, but has been work-
ing in Fairhaven after hours to keep
things going in the Assessors Office.

Mr. Romano said she was instru-
mental in giving the town time to find
someone.

Mr. Cabral is a Massachusetts
accredited assessor, and has worked
as an assessor or assistant assessor
in six Mass. municipalities. He is also
a Certified Residential Real Estate
Appraiser. He earned a BS from
Bentley College in 1986. Mr. Cabral is
currently the Assistant Assessor in
Falmouth. He previously served as
Director of Assessing in Bourne.

The board voted unanimously to
approve the appointment.

SB member Keith Silvia joined the
meeting late, after the vote; SB member
Andrew Saunders did not attend.

In another matter the board
approved two requests by Alyssa
Botelho, Director of Tourism, Com-
munity & Economic Development, to
celebrate Fairhaven’s 214th birthday

at an event on 2/22/26.
Ms. Botelho said the event, an
outdoor celebration, will be held on
the date of Fairhaven’s incorporation
as a town in 1812. The event is de-
signed as a “relaxed, family-friendly
winter event.”
The outdoor event will be held in
front of Town Hall, or inside if there is
inclement weather. It will include
vendors, food trucks, community
groups with tables, fire pits with
s'mores, music and a tented
gathering area. There may also be a
few appearances by notable Fairhaven
historical figures to “add a fun,
educational element.”
The board approved a one day
alcohol license, and permission to
change the clock tower lights to blue
and white that day.
In other business the board:
¢ Approved a one-day alcohol license
at St. Joseph School on 2/11, for the
PTO’s charcuterie making event.

¢ Approved use of the town hall for
the Fairhaven Scholars for Dollars
Awards Ceremony on May 20.

¢ Approved the release of the execu-
tive session minutes from 1/12/26.

Ascent
Audiology
and Hearing

We are here to help you hear.

Come see Buster at Ascent Audiology!

b

' . i

€9

Dartmouth and Somerset

Ascent.”/

AUDIOLOGY & HEARING

€9

508-996-0389
www.rjaudiology.com
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AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS

Citizen Petitions
Deadline

Fairhaven will hold its annual Town
Meeting on Sat., 5/2/26 in the audito-
rium at the Elizabeth 1. Hastings
Middle School, 30 School Street,
Fairhaven, MA 02719

Citizen’s Petition deadline is noon,
Tues., 2/5. Visit https://fairhaven-
ma.gov/town-moderator/

For a Citizens Petition form visit:
https://fairhaven-ma.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2024/04/Citizens-
Petition.pdf

Contact the Town Clerk’s office,
508-479-4023 for information on how
to submit an article.

Scholarships
Applications

Fairhaven Dollars for Scholars
proudly announces over 45 scholar-
ships now available for 2026.

Application period is February 1,
2026 thru April 1, 2026.

For a full list of scholarships and
details on how to apply go to https://
fairhaven.dollarsforscholars.org.

Create your profile now and be
ready to apply starting Feb 1, 2026!

NEW scholarships are being added
constantly. Between Feblst and April
1st check your profile weekly to see
what NEW scholarships you qualify
for both at the local and national
level. Scholarships are awarded for a
variety of reasons, including aca-
demics, sports, community service,
chosen major, and more.

Fairhaven Dollars for Scholars
chapter is a nonprofit foundation that
supports academic success in our
community. As part of Scholarship
America’s national network of locally
based, volunteer-driven Dollars for
Scholars chapters, our mission is to
mobilize our community on behalf of
postsecondary education success for
our students.

Vendors Wanted

Discover Fairhaven’s first lineup of
events in 2025 was an absolute BANG!
Thousands of residents and visitors
came out to enjoy themed celebra-
tions, unique vendors, and lively
entertainment. And in 2026, the fun
keeps rolling—with old favorites and
fresh twists to make unforgettable

Fairhaven Neighborhood News

memories in our charming coastal
town.

NEXT EVENT: Fairhaven’s 214th
Birthday Celebration, Sun., 2/22

Help us celebrate our town’s rich
history in Fairhaven’s historic heart!.

Fees: Artisan tables/tents, $50;
Table food/drink, $60; food trucks,
$70; nonprofits and town depart-
ments, free.

Other events coming up in 2026:
Friday-Sunday, May 15-17, MA250
Harbor of Courage, American
Revolution’s First Naval Engagement;
Sat., 7/4, Fourth of July Parade; Sat.,
7/25, Food Truck Flavor Fest; Sat.,
9/19, Swords and Sales, a Seaport
Medieval Faire; Sat., 12/12, Olde-Tyme
Holiday Village.

Visit https://www.discoverfairhaven.
org/2026events for more information
and link to the vendor form.

[ ] (]
Wellness Clinic

SEMA & the Fairhaven Board of
Health invite the community to its
monthly wellness clinics on the third
Thursday of each month, from 8:30-
10:30 AM at the Fairhaven Recreation
Center, 227 Huttleston Ave. Next date:
2/19/26.

Services include: Blood pressure
screenings, Car seat safety checks,
Stop the Bleed training, Flu vaccina-
tions (in-home service available),
Narcan/Naloxone training & distribu-
tion, Health education and more

]

Local Short Films

The Shepherd Center will be
hosting three local award-winning
directors, each showcasing their 20-
minute short films for us. There will
be a Q&A at the end of the evening
with all filmmakers.

Jan 31, 2026, 7:00 PM, Shepherd
Center for the Performing Arts, 34
Center St, Fairhaven, MA 02719

Screenings of three films by local
directors: “Drowned’ by Ryan Nunes;
“Cold Summer” by Nick Bernat;
“Widow's Peak” by Julia Harley

Tickets: $20

Get your tickets at the Shepherd
Center website: https://theshepherd
center.ticketspice.com/cinema-
shorts-showcase

SAVE THE DATES:

Fairhaven’s 214th Birthday
Feb 22, 2026, 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Thursday, January 22, 2026

Center Street, Center St, Fairhaven,
MA 02719, USA

Join Discover Fairhaven (the Office
of Tourism, Community & Economic
Development) for Fairhaven’s 214th
Birthday Celebration — a cozy winter
evening celebrating the town we call
home.

The celebration will feature live
entertainment and music, food and
drink, s’mores over campfires, and a
few fun surprises. Set against the
backdrop of Fairhaven’s iconic 19th-
century architecture, this gathering is
a chance to pause, look around, and
appreciate the generations of people
who built this town and the community
spirit that continues to shape it today.

Whether you're a lifelong resident
or new to Fairhaven, come bundle up,
spend time with neighbors, and help
celebrate 214 years of history, pride,
and small-town charm.

Sreens and Teens

Feb 11, 2026, 5:30 PM, Millicent
Library, 45 Center St, Fairhaven, MA.

Free presentation for Teens and
Adults on how screen time impacts
kid/teen brains and health, and
shares smart tech usage strategies
for our children and ourselves.

The typical teen spends 7-9 hours
looking at screens each day, drawn in
by addictive algorithms, influencers,
and more.

Laura Gardner, Teacher Librarian
at Dartmouth Middle School, will
share research on how this impacts
kid/teen brains and health, and smart
tech usage strategies for our children
and ourselves. Free!

Register at https://millicentlibrary.
org/events-calendar

Our Region’s Rocks

Feb 09, 2026, 6:30 PM, Unitarian
Universalist Church Auditorium, 102
Green St, Fairhaven, MA.

Join geology enthusiast Dana
Dextraze for an engaging introduction
to the rock cycle and the forces that
shape New England’s landscapes.
Explore the unique geology, state
rocks, and defining features of each
New England state, with a special focus
on Massachusetts and the Fairhaven
area. The talk will also highlight
rockhounding opportunities across
the state, including notable finds,
maps, and mines open to the public.

Register at https://millicentlibrary.
org/events-calendar
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HAPPENINGS OVERTOWN

Ham & Bean Supper
Please join us on Saturday, January
24, 2026 at 5:30 pm at the Our Lady of
Purgatory Maronite Catholic Church
Parish Center, 4254 Acushnet Avenue,
New Bedford, for our annual Ham &
Bean Supper. In addition to Ham &
Beans we'll be serving Macaroni &
Cheese, homemade cornbread,
coleslaw, desserts and beverages...an
opportunity to share some comfort
food and the laughter of family and
friends on a cold January night.

The donation is only $20.00 or
$5.00 for children under 10 years old.

For tickets or more information
please call the Parish Office at 508-996-
8934 or email officeolop@gmail.com.

Get a discount

If you like our food, you'll love this
limited offer!

The 2026 OLOP Dining Books, with
tickets for six (6) OLOP Dining
Events, a $100.00 value, are available
for only $85.00 for a limited time.

For More Information call the
Parish Office at (508) 996-8934 or
e-mail us officeolop@gmail.com.

Stand With Minn

Labor Solidarity Standout

Organized labor across Minnesota
is taking action to stand against the
violent ICE occupation of Minne-
apolis, which is directly impacting
union members, their workplaces,
communities, and families. They have
called for a walkout and general strike
for Friday, January 23rd, “A Day of
Truth and Freedom.”

The Greater Southeastern MA
Labor Council, in a show of solidarity
with our sister organization, is asking
our unions, communities, and partners
to join us in a powerful show of
solidarity by joining in a Solidarity
Standout to show that labor nation-
wide has Minnesota's unions' back.

Friday, January 23,, 4:00- 5:30 p.m.,
Corner of Route 6 & Route 140
Dartmouth / New Bedford Line

Bring your union banners and
other signs of solidarity. Wear your
union colors. Stand in solidarity for
workers’ rights, immigrant rights, and
democracy

Military Talk

The epic battles in the Pacific
Theater during World War II were
fought, not just by battleships and air

Page 6

power. The role of logistics, and naval
blockade strategies were vital to
victory.

Learn more about this at 2 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 25 at the Fort Taber-Fort
Rodman Military Museum and
Veterans Memorial, 1000 S. Rodney
French Blvd., New Bedford.

Dr. Joshua Meeks, associate
professor at the College of Distance
Education at the U.S. Naval War
College in Newport, R.I., will discuss
these important aspects to the United
States offensive strategies in the far
flung waters of the Pacific Ocean.

The talk is free to the public, and
parking is ample and free.

(] [ ]
Puzzles Vigil

On February 2, 2006, an act of
violence at Puzzles Lounge shook
New Bedford and left deep scars—
alongside enduring strength, resili-
ence, and love. This year marks
twenty years since that night, and we
are coming together to remember,
honor, and rise.

The South Coast LGBTQ+ Network
invites you to join us for a candlelight
vigil as we gather in remembrance of
the survivors, those we lost, and the
resilience of our community.

Candlelight Vigil, Sunday, 2/1 , 4:00
p.m., 60 Eighth Street, New Bedford

Immediately following the vigil, all
are welcome to attend a Reception &
Remembrance at: First Unitarian
Church, 71 Eighth Street.

This gathering is about more than
remembering the past — it is about
reaffirming our collective commit-
ment to building a world free from
fear, where LGBTQ+ people are safe,
seen, and supported.

We hope you will stand with us as
we honor our history and continue
moving forward together.

To learn more about The South
Coast LGBTQ+ Network visit https://
www.sclgbtgnetwork.org or find them
on Facebook.

o
Preservation 101
Owning a historic or older home

can be both rewarding and complex,
especially as preservation standards,
terminology, and funding opportuni-
ties continue to evolve. From under-
standing the basics of historic
preservation to navigating financial
resources and connecting with fellow
homeowners, having the right infor-
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mation and support makes all the
difference.

WHALE’s Historic Homeowner
Workshop Series is designed to
inform, empower, and connect
homeowners at every stage of their
preservation journey. Join us on
January 29 at 5:30 PM for
Preservation 101, a back-to-basics
virtual workshop covering historic
homes, architectural styles, key
terms, and the ever-changing
landscape of preservation—perfect
for those new to the topic or looking
for a refresher. This session will be
held on Zoom.

Looking ahead, WHALE will host a
virtual workshop in March, “Show Me
the Money: Funding Options for
Historic Homeowners,” focused on
financial tools and resources to sup-
port preservation efforts, followed by
an in-person Historic and Older
Homeowner Meet Up in May, offering
a chance to connect, share experi-
ences, and build community.

Visit https://waterfrontleague.org/
events/ for Zoom link.

Dial M for Murder

Prepare for suspense, intrigue, and
a thrilling new adaptation of a classic!
Jeffrey Hatcher’'s 2021 ingenious
adaptation of Dial M for Murder takes
Frederick Knott’s masterful whodunit
and infuses it with fresh, compelling
layers. Delve deep into the
meticulously planned “perfect crime”
and witness it unravel as secrets and
lies come to light. Even if you know
the culprit, this production brings a
renewed sense of mystery you don’t
want to miss!

By Your Theatre at the Steeple
Playhouse, 159 William St., New
Bedford. Fri. & Sat., 1/23, 24 at 7:30
p.m.; Sat. & Sun., 1/ 24, 25 at 2 p.m.
Tickets: $27; $22 Seniors and
Students. Open seating. Visit https://
steepleplayhouse. org for tickets.

SAVE THE DATE:

NB Science Cafe

Tues., 2/3, 6 to 8 p.m., The Last
Round Bar & Grille, 908 Purchase St.,
New Bedford.Open to everyone. Free,
save for the beer!

Engineer Richard Riels, will discuss
“Ropeless Lobster Traps; Protecting
the Lives of Marine Mammals & the
Livelihood of Harvesters."
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HAPPENINGS OTHER LATITUDES

Winter Fire Concert

The New Bedford Symphony
Orchestra presents Winter Fire, Jan.
31 & Feb. 1, at 3 p.m. Spark your
spirit. Melt the midwinter chill.

Beat midwinter chill with warming
string quartets by Stravinsky and
Prokofiev, the effervescent Piano Trio
No. 2 of Felix Mendelssohn, and a
devilish Variation V by American
Kevin Day, who based this miniature
on a variation from Beethoven’s
String Quartet No. 5. Keep the
bonfires burning!

Saturday, January 31, 3 PM, St.
Gabriel’s Episcopal Church , 124
Front Street, Marion

Sunday, February 1, 3 PM, St.
Peter’s Episcopal Church, 351 Elm
Street, South Dartmouth

Tickets $35, must be purchased in
advance and will not be available at
the door.

Tickets at https://www.zeiterion.
org/events

Igor Stravinsky: Three Pieces for
String Quartet

Felix Mendelssohn: Piano Trio No.

2 in C minor, Op. 66
Sergei Prokofiev: String Quartet
No. 2, Op. 92

Kevin Day: Variation V (Miniature

for String Quartet)

[ ] [ ]

History in Medals

250 Years of American History in
Medals Presented by Alex Krapf, Sat.,
1/24, 2 p.m., Westport Public Library,
408 Old County Road, Westport MA

Join medal and coin collector Alex
Krapf for a whirlwind tour of (some)
coins and (mostly) medals through
250 years of American history. Coins,
medals, and art are inextricably
intertwined with history. Medals can
be appreciated for their beauty or
valued for their scarcity, but they can
also tell stories to those willing to
listen.

An informal “show and tell”
session will follow the presentation
for which medal collectors are invited
to bring along items to share with the
audience and for Alex to examine.

Westport resident Alex Krapf grew
up in Germany but has been living in
the U.S. since the 90s. His passion for
medals was ignited in 2013 when one
solitary medal in a museum display
case caught his eye. Since then, he
has been collecting medals with a
particular focus on 20th century
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American Art Medals. He serves as
Vice President of the American
Numismatic Society (ANS) and as a
Trustee of the American Medallic
Sculpture Association (AMSA).
Suggested donation, $5.
Visit www.wpthistory.org

Sgiritual Explorers

Spiritual Explorers next
meeting at the Acushnet Council on
Aging will be on the fourth Monday of
this month, January 26,2026.

All are welcome to join this group
who like to engage in discussing
various readings and suggested
topics. Topics encourage exploring
and sharing one’s own spiritual
insights. For January, the discussion
will be about a branch of Christianity,
the Presbyterian’s beliefs and
practices. All who attend are
encouraged to share any information
they have found on the topic. The
meetings begin at 1:00 p.m. in the
library room and end it at 2:30 p.m.
No registration needed.

Auditions

Bill Hanney’s Theatre By the Sea
announces Equity and Non-Equity
Adult Auditions for its 2026 Summer
Season. Seeking strong singers,
dancers, and actors. Performers must
be available for all rehearsal and
performance dates. Local talent is
strongly encouraged to audition for
the following productions:

Little Shop of Horrors to be
presented from May 28 — June 20

Grease to be presented from June
25 — July 18

Titanic to be presented from July
23 — August 15

On Your Feet to be presented from
August 20 - September 13

Auditions will be held on Saturday,
January 31 and Sunday, February 1, ,
at: The Talent Factory, 46 Frenchtown
Road, North Kingstown, RI 02852

AUDITIONS ARE BY APPOINT-
MENT ONLY.

Visit https://www.theatrebythesea.
com/auditions.html to learn how to
sign up

Hunting Meetings

The Healey-Driscoll Administration
announced today that the
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries &
Wildlife (MassWildlife) will hold
public listening sessions on several

Thursday, January 22, 2026

opportunities to expand hunting
access in Massachusetts, including
Sunday hunting, hunting with
crossbows, and minimum setback
distances for hunting.

MassWildlife welcomes the public
to provide input on these hunting
laws at upcoming listening sessions.
The public may also provide feedback
using this online form or by mail to
Attn: Hunting Laws, 1 Rabbit Hill
Road, Westborough, MA, 01581 by 5
p.m. on Friday, February 6, 2026.

Visit https://tinyurl.com/d7m94dju
to learn how to register for zoom
meetings.

Jan. 27, 6 p.m., Zoom.

Jan. 28, 6 p.m., MassWildlife Field
Headquarters (1 Rabbit Hill Road,
Westborough)

Jan. 29 at 6 p.m. at Berkshire
Community College (Robert Boland
Theatre, 1350 West Street, Pittsfield)

Feb. 2 at 6 p.m. at Massachusetts
Maritime Academy (Admiral’s Hall,
101 Academy Drive, Bourne)

Feb. 3 at 1 p.m. on Zoom. C

Visit https://tinyurl.com/d7m94dju
to learn how to register for zoom
meetings.

Ramgs Needed
Buzzards ‘Bay Area Habitat for
Humanity (BBAHFH) is seeking metal
wheelchair ramp donations for Ramp
Donation Program. Ramp recipients
have ranged in age from 17 to 95
years old.

Through ramp donations and pur-
chases, BBAHFH has built an
inventory that can be loaned out and
installed by volunteers when needed
by a family. BBAHFH is running this
program throughout Acushnet, Dart-
mouth, Fairhaven, Marion, Matta-
poisett, New Bedford, Rochester,
Wareham, and Westport.

BBAHFH is currently looking for
ramps to help additional families, as
well as low-income applicants in need
of a ramp. We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization; ramp donations are tax
deductible per IRS code. In addition
to tax deductions, donors benefit
from the removal of unwanted ramps
and can feel good about helping
another in need.

For more information on donating
or requesting ramps, email Christine
Lacourse at BuzzardsBayAreaHabitat@
yahoo.com, or call (508) 758-4517.
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Services we offer: Pests we cover:
. N i i i - _e Cockroaches |
o 100% All Natural Mosquito & Tick e Mosquitoes 3
e Quarterly Home Protection plan o Ticks
o Bi-Annual Perimeter Treatments e Wasps & Hornets
e Solar Panel Exclusion o Wildlife
e Chimney. Cap Installation e Termites .

o Wildlife Exclusion Work il o Ants

8885776704420 ..

e.and more,

2834 Acushnet Ave. New Bedford, MA 02745

Sylvia Electric A

Eric Sylvia

Commercial & Residential « MA/RI/CT
Upgrades * Repairs
Emergency Calls « New Installation
Renovation & Re-models ¢ Service Calls

Sylvia Electric — Powerful Service

774-849-0425

Licensed Electrician for 35 Years  Lic: 13901A /

ALL FOOD AVAILABLE FOR TAKE-OUT
w AH MAY Finalist for

Best Chinese

RESTAURANT Restaurant Four

IR
Years in a ROW. T
WINNER in 2021

$ All purch f
purchases o
zoff at least $20
With this coupon. Exp. 1/30/26

Not to be combined with other offers.

Complete Menu of Chinese &
51 Main Street, Fairhaven Center American Selections

Gift Certificates for all Occasions Call 508-992-8668 for take-out.
Trusted by your friends and Hours: Sun.—-Thurs., 11-9
family since 1961 Fri.—-Sat., 11-10 ¢ Closed Tuesdays
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RESIDENTIAL &
PORTSIDE ISV et

SOLAR SERVICE &
MAINTENANCE

EV CHARGERS
SERVICE UPGRADES
ENERGY STORAGE
REMEWABLES GENERATORS

i Free Proposals
i Rebate Incentives
& Flexible Payment Options

& In-House Sales, Design, & Install Team
& Local, Honest, & Trusted.

Mike Rotondo, Owner, Fairhaven Resident
Portside Renewables, LLC
NABCEP Certification
18 Years Industry Experience

Z5a Coanty Ro., Mattapocsert

. LIC MA Masters

1 L

1%} SO8.ATO. 1947 22342A HIC 18176

|0 portsiderenawables MA CSL CS-102054

1w portsiderenewables.com  LIC. RI Masters A-004998

b= A woPEN. Check Out
E . IS Our Wide

Variety of
q . IT Sat.

.:. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Cars
www.aausedautos.com  r----------oomoo o
massacHuserts  We accept !

1 - 9 1
e~ atal~=dl all competitors’ |
VEHICLE CHECK JH i

Come in for your MA : cou pons' !
State Inspection. No el tininieleiaieiaintainluinbafuiniaininle
appointment necessary! A&A WARRANTY!
Free diagnostics for - - All of our parts come with a 12/12
any dashboard light ~ - warranty (12 months/12,000 miles,

whichever comes first)

196 Huttleston Ave. « Fairhaven, MA - 508-758-9500

ALDEN COURT

Mursing Care & Rehabilitation Center

389 Alden Road * Fairhaven, Mass.
508-991-8600

Short Term Rehab and Long Term Care

“We Tate Good (Care of oar Veighbors”
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Fairhaven Senior Center/Council on Aging
508-979-4029 - 229 Huttleston Ave - Fairhaven

Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wed., 7:30 a.m.-8 p.m.

Visit our website at: http://fairhavenma.virtualtownhall.net/Pages/FairhavenMA_COA/index

Supportive Social Day
Program

Supportive Social day Program is a
structured and supervised program
for seniors in need of socialization or
for those who may have cognitive
disabilities. Persons who are 60 and
older, who are independent with eating,
ambulation, medication administra-
tion, continent, are not an elopement
risk, Please contact Sally Bourke or
Debra Chmiel at 508-993-9455 for
further information.

Mall Trips

Reservations accepted for mall
trips at beginning the 15th of the prior
month. There is a $6 charge unless
otherwise noted. Please bring exact
amount. The van leaves the Fairhaven
Senior Center promptly at 9: 1/28, So.
Shore Plaza; 2/4, First Light Casino;
2/11, Westgate Mall; 2/18, Providence
Place Mall.

Join Us for Lunch

We serve lunch every weekday at
11:30 a.m. To schedule a lunch, call
the day before by 10 a.m. Voluntary
donation of $3 (Please note price
chance). To let us know you want to
join us, and to arrange for a ride, call
508-979-4029.

Movie Mondays

Popcorn, pretzels and candy are
part of the movie experience. If you
would like a drink other than water,
please feel free to bring your own. No
alcohol. Thank you. All shows at 12:15.

Would you like to have lunch before
the movie? Please call us the Thursday
before the movie to reserve yourself a
lunch. $3 donation for the meal. Call
508-979-4029. The movie is free.

Jan. 26. The Gumball Rally. Comedy,
Car Action. An eclectic group of people
takes part in a secret, and illegal, cross
country road race.

Empowering Older Adults
With Technology

Must call to sign up: 508-979-4029.
Don’t forget to bring your smart phone.

Mon., 1/26, 1:30-3:30. Learn how to
operate your Android phone.

Mon., 2/2, 1:30-3:30. Learn all about
helpful apps on your iPhone/Android
phone.

Wellness Clinic & Blood
Pressure Check

With Fairhaven Community Nurse.
Every Wed., from 11:15 a.m.~1:15 p.m.

Reassurance Program
A free service for elders wanting a

daily telephone check-in with a COA
staff member to ensure all is well. Call
the COA for more info, 508-979-4029.

Single Senior
Supper Club
Third Tuesday of the month, 3-5
p.m. Must sign up at the front desk or
call a week before. $5, partially funded
by Coastline Elderly Nutrition. Please
do not arrive earlier than 2:45 p.m.

LGBTQ Supper Club
Fourth Wednesday of the month,
5-7 p.m. Call 508-979-4029.

Walking Group
Walk with friends at the Rec Center
gym next door from 12-12:30 p.m.,
Monday-Friday. FREE.

Legal Help

Free 15-minute consultation with
Atty. Suzanne Seguin. Call the center
for info, 508-979-4029.

South Coastal Counties Legal
Services, advocates for older adults,
508-979-7150.

Caregivers
Support Group
The first Thursday of the month,

from 1-2:00 p.m. at the Fairhaven
Senior Center. Please call 508-979-4029.

Fairhaven Recreation Center

Open Mon-Thurs, 6 a.m.-8 p.m.; Fri., 6 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; Closed Sunday * 227 Huttleston Ave,

508-993-9269 https://www.fairhaven-ma.gov/recreation-department

2026 Kool Kids

Summer Camp
The Kool Kids summer program is
up and ready for your children to
register for 1 or 10 weeks of summer
fun. Check it out and register at
fairhavenrecreation.activityreg.com

Kool Kids
February Vacation

Get ready for a fantastic time at
the February Vacation program.

Designed for children in kinder-
garten through 7th grade, each day
is packed with fun activities,
including games, team building
challenges, STEAM projects and art.

Your child will make new friends
and create lasting memories. Don't
forget to pack a lunch, snacks, a

Fairhaven Neighborhood News

reusable water bottle, and be sure to
wear comfy clothes and sneakers!

Program runs Feb 17th-20th
(Tuesday-Friday) 8am-4pm Member
$170, non member $180. Fairhaven
Recreation Staff

Family Feud Game Night

Fairhaven Recreation Center Sur-
vey says... fun for the whole family!
Join us for an exciting evening of
laughter, friendly competition, and
classic Family Feud action! Families
will team up to guess the top
answers and see who can climb to
the top of the scoreboard?? Enjoy
snacks and punch while cheering on
your family and friends!! Small prizes
for our winning team! All ages
welcome! Spaces may be limited, so
register early at the Fairhaven

Thursday, January 22, 2026

Recreation Center or online at
fairhavenrecreation.activityreg.com
$10 per resident team of 3-5 $15 per
non-resident team of 3-5. Friday,
January 30th, 5:00-6:30 PM

Cereal Box Piiiata
Get ready for a smashing good
time! Join us at the Rec Center on
February 11th from 4pm-5pm for a
fun and creative program where
you’ll transform cereal boxes into
colorful pinatas! Don’t miss out on
this exciting DIY adventure! Sign up
today and get creative with friends!
Age: 7-12 years old Date: February
11th Time: 4pm-5pm Location: Rec
Center Cost: $15 member $20 non-
member (cereal box not included)
Supplies: Provided by the Rec Center

including candy/stickers/toys
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Recipe of the Week

Stuffed Pepper Casserole

2 Tbsp. olive oil, plus more for the
baking dish

1 medium yellow onion, chopped

1 red bell pepper, cut into 1”7 pieces

1 green bell pepper, cut into 1” pcs

1 Ib. ground beef (80/20)

2 Tbsp. tomato paste

1 1/2 tsp. kosher salt

1 tsp. ground cumin

1 tsp. paprika

1/2 tsp. black pepper

4 garlic cloves, finely chopped

4 vine-ripened tomatoes, chopped

1 large zucchini, quartered
lengthwise and sliced

2 cups chicken broth

1 cup long-grain white rice

1/4 cup fresh parsley or cilantro,
chopped, + more for sprinkling

1 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce

2 cups shredded pepper jack
cheese (about 8 ounces)

Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease a 3-
quart baking dish with oil.

In a large skillet, heat the oil over
med heat. Add the onion, red &
green bell pepper and cook, stirring
occasionally, until softened, 3 to 5
minutes. Add the ground beef and
cook, breaking up the meat with a
wooden spoon, until the beef is
cooked through and browned, 6 to 8
minutes. Add the tomato paste, salt,
cumin, paprika, black pepper, and
garlic; cook, stirring frequently, until
fragrant. Add tomatoes and zucchini
and cook until softened, 3 to 5 mins.

Stir in the chicken broth, rice,
parsley, Worcestershire sauce, and
1 cup of the cheese. Remove from
heat and spoon the mixture into the
prepared baking dish and cover
with aluminum foil.

Bake until the rice is tender and
the liquid is absorbed, 50 minutes
to 1 hour. Remove the foil and stir
the casserole. Sprinkle with the
remaining 1 cup cheese. Increase
the oven to broil.

Broil until the cheese is melted
and bubbly, 2 to 3 minutes. Allow to
cool 5 minutes before sprinkling
with more parsley and serving.

From ThePioneerWoman.com

Dear Frankie

Dear Frankie,

My parents
are going back
to work full-time,
and they’ve given
me two options
for how I can
spend my day:
| either go to
doggy daycare
or have Harry,
our neighbor, come for an hour visit
and a walk.

I'm pretty easygoing and like to
plan my day based on how I feel.
Some days I'm raring to go, and other
days all I want to do is snuggle in bed
with Sandy, my teddy bear. So I'm not
sure [ would be a good candidate for
a set daycare schedule.

[ like Harry, but if he’s only around
for an hour a day, I'll be alone most of
the time. What would you do?

Alfie

Dear Alfie,

Before you decide, I think it’'s a
good idea to try both options and see

which one you like better.

Maybe spend your first week
splitting your time between daycare
and Harry — two days with one, three
days with the other. You might find
you enjoy the bus ride and socializing
with other dogs so much that the
schedule is tolerable.

As the lady on TV used to say, “Try
it, you might like it. What do you have
to lose?”

You might also find that daycare is
not for you, and being with Harry full-
time is preferable, or vice versa. Once
you've tried both options, you will
know what works best for you.

Best, Frankie

© 2026 Geneva Woodruff

Comments and letters can be sent to
Frankie at dearfrankiecolumn@gmail.
com. The Fairhaven Neighborhood
News publishes the Dear Frankie
column. To receive a free online sub-
scription, readers can email
neighbnews@comecast.net, request their
name be added to the emalil list or visit
www. neighbnews.com to read the
paper online or to download the latest
issue.

Support
Local
Journalism!
Donate to the
Neighb News

Fairhaven

R Gharmay

Your Local,
Independent Pharmacy

Offering everything you expect,
only focused with your health
and well-being
in mind.

through a
PayPal link on
our website:
WWW.
neighbnews.

Delivery Monday-Friday
Single and Multi-Dose Packaging
Seamless Prescription Transfer

com
Or send check
or money order

72 Main St.  Fairhaven, MA 02719
Phone: 508-525-4455 ¢ Fax: 774-206-1692 ¢ www.FhvnRX.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.—6 p.m. ® Sat., 9 am.—1 p.m. ¢ Closed Sun.

to Neighb News,
166 Dogwood
St., Fairhaven,
MA 02719.
Thank you for
reading the

TP ERTER-CO N TR C TON

o) Ruber 1. Airado

Quality Remodeling & Finish Work « Kitchens « Bathrooms « Decks
All Types of Interior & Exterior Remodeling « Fully Insured

MA H.I.C. Reg. #125134 » MA Const. Sup. Lic #007769 + EPA Lead-Safe Cert.

Neighb News! We strive to maintain our competitive reputation
by reducing costs
508-992-6622 _ Over 15 years’
OVER 40 YEARS = experience
s 24-Hour Service e
Fairhaven, MA www.luzofuel.com 4
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LUZO FUEL:

HEATING OIL & DIESEL

126 MacArthur Drive
508-996-8042 @ \ic\, Bedford, Ma 02740

Price may
change

ov
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Acushnet holding Complete Streets pop-up

The Town of Acushnet is holding a
pop-up event to get input from resi-
dents on the town’s Complete Streets
Prioritization Plan, on Tuesday, 1/27/26,
from 2:30-7 p.m., at the Acushnet
Public Library, 232 Middle Road.

Community members are invited
to stop by anytime during the pop-up
hours to share feedback on where it
feels safe or unsafe to walk, bike, or
drive in Acushnet. They will have
maps to mark up, visual preference
surveys, and other simple, interactive
tools to gather input. The short
presentation will summarize existing
challenges and highlight opportuni-
ties to make getting around town safer
and more comfortable for everyone.

The outreach is part of a broader
planning effort to identify and
prioritize transportation improve-
ments across Acushnet, with a strong
focus on safety, accessibility, and
everyday travel needs.

The effort is being run through the
Town’s planning department, with the
Department of Public Works and Bi-
cycle and Pedestrian Safety Committee.

How to Participate
The Town of Acushnet needs your

help identifying areas where it feels
unsafe or uncomfortable to walk,
bike, or drive throughout town! Stop
by anytime to share feedback on
walking, biking, and driving in
Acushnet. Participants can mark up
maps, complete quick surveys, and
highlight locations that feel safe or
unsafe.

Can’t make it? No worries! Visit our
project website to learn more about
the process and take our online survey:
https://tinyurl.com/AcushnetCSPP

Community feedback will help us
understand:

e Where it feels safe or unsafe to get
around

¢ Locations that are challenging for
walking, biking, or driving

¢ Areas where improvements could
have the greatest impact”

Complete Streets are about design-
ing and maintaining roads that are
safe and comfortable for everyone —
whether you’re walking, biking,
driving, using a mobility device, or
taking the bus.

We're looking to you to tell us
where you’d like to see improve-
ments, whether it's new sidewalks,

better crosswalks, bike facilities, or

intersection changes. If something

doesn’t feel safe or comfortable, we
want to know.

We’re taking a close look at how
Acushnet works today — then
identifying where the biggest
challenges and opportunities are.

We’re reviewing things like:

* The existing walking and biking
network (sidewalks, shoulders,
crossings, bike comfort)

¢ Safety and crash trends

¢ Key destinations people travel to
(schools, parks, town buildings,
local businesses)

¢ Vehicle speeds and problem areas

* Where there are gaps that make it
hard to get around
Visit https://tinyurl.com/Acushnet

CSPP for more information and a link

to fill out the survey.

Contacts

Acushnet: Victoria Alfaro, Town
Planner, 508.998.0200 x4261; VAlfaro@
acushnet.ma.us

Consultants Greenman-Pedersen,
Inc. (GPI), Nicole Rogers, Senior
Project  Manager, 978.570.2985;
NRogers@gpinet.com

Iﬂ_{r.i".

for 46 years

Gadbois
General (outracton

Licensed General Contractor

Rooﬁng * Decks *® Porches ®* Windows ® Doors

Marc A. Gadbois * 508-992-0226

REALTOR®
508-971-9824

MA Const. Sup. Lic. # 003000
MA Home Imp. Lic. #181168

Materials Supplied by ABC Supply Company
EPA Lead Safe Certified

Fully Insured

Mattapoisett Office

-

Jane Kalife Paul

Platinum Club Member
Representing the Top 5%
of Jack Conway Agents

JACK CONWAY
0

.

Price Reduced to $413,000
550 Spring St.,U2, Fall River
Condo with 3 floors of open concept
living. Low HOA fee and
pets are welcome.

1/16 page
One week run: $35.00
4+ weeks: $30.00/week
($120/mo.) Color: $180/mo.
1/8 page
One week run: $55.00
4+ weeks: $46.00/week
($184/mo.) Color: $244/mo.
1/4 page
One week run: $95.00
4+ weeks: $75.00/ week
($300/mo.) Color: $420/mo.

Ffairhaven Neighborhood Netws

Ad rates ¢ Call 508-979-5593 ¢ Email: NeighbNews@comcast.net

1/2 page vert. or hor.
One week run: $185.00
4+ weeks: $145.00/week
($580/mo.) Color: $780/mo.

Full Page
One week run: $255.00
4+ weeks: $225/week
($900/mo Color: $1140/mo.

Classified: $7/first 3 lines,
$1.00 each additional line

4,280 copies in 200+ places
and online

UU Society of Fairhaven
welcomes all!

10 a.m. Jan. 25: “Charity and
Justice: Transaction or
Transformation?”

Worship leader; Elizabeth Murphy

Children are welcome af Lhe seroice!

Nursery care acailable Bd5 a.m, o
12:30 p.m. In Harrop Center.

The Rew. Maria Uit MoCabe
102 Green 5t., Falrhaven uwufairhaven.org SO8-902-7081
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Snow will be sticking around for a bit.

A snowstorm dropped about five
inches of snow in Fairhaven Sunday
night into Monday, 1/19/26.

Colder weather and high winds
settled in almost immediately,

freezing up any leftover snow and

promising to keep it here for awhile.

Arctic air is expected to hit the
area later this week and stay through
the weekend, with temperatures
going into the single digits on Friday
and Saturday.

More snow is expected for Sunday,
1/25/26, with accumulations of 3-5
inches. The cold weather is expected
to stay around for at least another
week.

ABOVE LEFT: Telltale signs of sledders are left in the snow at Fort Phoenix on 1/19/26 after a storm dropped five inches of snow in
Fairhaven. ABOVE RIGHT: Two people look out to the water, with the south facing rocks at Fort Phoenix in Fairhaven bereft of snow
because of the wind. BELOW LEFT: Snow covers Fort Phoenix by the cannons BELOW RIGHT: As evidenced by the footprints, little bit
of snow and a lot of wind did not stop people from walking along the hurricane barrier at Fort Phoenix on 1/19/26 after a storm dropped
five inches of snow in Fairhaven. Photos by Beth David.
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FHS beats Voc-Tech 54-48 for second win in a row

1/13/26, forcing Voc-Tech to a season-low 48 points to earn their second South Coast Conference win in a row, with a final score of
54-48. The Blue Devils will play Bourne on 1/23, and Case on 1/27 at home; and Bishop Stang on 1/28 away. ABOVE LEFT: Fairhaven
High School’s Matt Chang takes the ball past Voc-Tech’s Sawyer Tonnessen during the game in Fairhaven on 1/13/26, when the FHS
Blue Devils beat the GNBRVT Bears 54-48. ABOVE RIGHT: FHS Blue Devils Jackson Vargas and Jackson Ponte, and Voc-Tech’s
Payton Leandre scramble for the ball while another Voc-Tech Bear hits the floor BELOW LEFT: FHS Blue Devil Jackson Ponte takes
the ball down the court BELOW RIGHT: FHS Blue Devil Josh Vieira takes the shot BOTTOM LEFT: FHS Blue Devil Josh Vieira goes in
for the layup. BOTTOM RIGHT: FHS Blue Devil Jackson Vargas grabs the rim with a roar. Photos by Caden Lisa. Find him on Instagram:
@cadens.camera.content
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DA Quinn not running for reelection

Press Release

After serving almost 12 years as
Bristol County District Attorney, I
have decided not seek re-election for
a fourth term. It has been a great
honor and privilege to serve the
citizens of Bristol County. I will be
forever grateful for the support I
received from the DA’s staff, my
family, and members of the commu-
nity when [ was appointed by
Governors Deval Patrick and Charlie
Baker in 2015.

[ became a prosecutor nearly 40
years ago and have dedicated my
career to the pursuit of justice.
During that time, the courtroom

became a second home. It is there
that I learned the profound responsi-
bility to uphold the law with fairness
and integrity.

Born and raised in Bristol County,
this community has always been
more than the place I worked, it is my
home. I have tried to be a District
Attorney who listened, who respected
differing perspectives, and who
worked to ensure that justice was
administered thoughtfully and fairly
to all.

I want to thank the prosecutors,
law enforcement officers, court
personnel, and staff with whom [ have
had the privilege to work. I am also

thankful to the residents of Bristol
County for the trust they have placed
in me over the years.

[ am very proud of our accomplish-
ments during my time as District
Attorney.

[ remain fully committed to
carrying out the responsibilities of
this office with the same dedication
and focus that have guided my 28
years as a prosecutor. [ will continue
to fight for the victims and citizens of
Bristol County as I complete my final
year in office.

Thomas M. Quinn, Ill
Bristol County District Attorney

NB JazzFest Acoustic Series starts March 1

New Bedford JazzFest (NBJF) is
proud to bring back its JazzFest 2026:
Acoustic Jazz Series after last year’s
successful inauguration. The events
will feature local live acoustic jazz in
an informal setting, ideal for questions
and conversation beginning Sunday,
March 1, from 4:00-6:00 PM.

Local jazz favorites Yoron Israel
and High Standards will bring their
cool vibe and sophisticated sound to
the Steeple Playhouse for the first
concert on March 1. The series will
continue on Sunday, April 19, and
Sunday, June 7.

Yoron Israel is a drummer,
percussionist, composer, band leader,
educator, and author. Israel is
Department Chair and Professor of
Percussion at Berklee College of
Music. He has performed with such
varied and notable artists as Otis
Clay, Shirley Caesar, Kenny Burrell,
Horace Silver, Sonny Rollins, Abbey
Lincoln, Ahmad Jamal, Benny Golson,
David “Fathead” Newman, Curtis
Fuller, Art Farmer, Clark Terry, Joe
Henderson, Bobby Hutchinson, James
Williams, Joe Lovano, and many more.

Additionally, he is featured on over
300 recordings with various
illustrious artists as an accompanist.
As a leader, he has recorded seven
albums, including his most recent,
New Dreams, featuring his ensemble
“Trio Plus.”

He will be accompanied by Ilan
Buss on saxophone, Laszlo Gardony
on keyboard, Avery Sharpe on bass,
and featuring Leah Hinton on vocals.

Doors will open at 3:30 PM.
Acoustic Jazz concerts will feature

Page 14

concessions as well as a JazzFest
merchandise table.

New Bedford JazzFest is excited to
once again host its events in the
historic Steeple Playhouse, located at
159 William Street in downtown New
Bedford. General admission tickets
are $30 for adults, $25 for seniors/
students/military, and $5 through
Mass. Card to Culture. All tickets are
available at SteeplePlayhouse.org.
The festival takes place rain or shine,
as it is indoors. The building is

Thursday, January 22, 2026

completely accessible to all, and
there is free parking on the street, as
well as in the adjacent parking lot and
Elm Street Parking Garage.

Stay tuned for upcoming concerts
in the Acoustic Jazz Series in April
and June.

New Bedford JazzFest and the
Acoustic Jazz Series are made
possible by the Mass Cultural Council
as well as the Acushnet, Dartmouth,
Mattapoisett, and Westport Cultural
Councils.

Fairhaven Neighborhood News



Fitzgerald Tree Service

“WE GO WHERE PROBLEM TREES GROW”

* TREE REMOVAL - LOT CLEARING

+ AERIAL BUCKET TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE
+ FIREWOOD

* PRUNING OF LARGE HISTORICAL TREES

* YEAR ROUND SERVICE

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates

508-993-3588

“ Fairhaven - jfitzgeraldtreeservice.com

BREWER BANNER )¢

F7 Forest 50, Hew Badford, MA % info@brewerbanner.com
OMN SALE MOW: (.5, Flags, Bunting Fans, Veterans Flags

Display Cazes, Decorathe Banners, Poles, B accessaries
Custom Design is our specialty!
L\_ www.brewerbanner.com 508-996-6006 J

[ J [ J
Fairhaven Village
330 Main Street | Fairhaven, MA 02719
*1 & 2 Bedrooms
« Heat Included
¢ On-site Maintenance
« On-site Professional Mgmit.
* On-site Laundry Facilities
 On-site Parking
* Resident Services Programs

Call today!
508-994-1908

fairhaven@peabodyproperties.com
www.peabodyproperties.com

.Y/ PEABODY
N\~ PROPERTIES, INC.

N

@(E,\ Housing for 62 yrs+ & handicapped & disabled person 18
yrs+. Rent based on 30% of adjusted gross income.

Competitive Insurance
Rates for

Auto - Home
Business

Call or stop by for a
review and quote

Local and national
companies represented

Vieira Insurance Agency

Fairhaven Center for Business
65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-997-8515
www.Vieiralns.com

it Mg - er e

* HEALTHCARE PROXY

* ADVANCE DIRECTIVE

* LAST WILL & TESTAMENT

* HIPAA AUTHORIZATION

* DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY

* TRUST PLANNING TO ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS

* MASSHEALTH/MEDICAID PLANNING FOR
LONG-TERM CARE

* ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

Surprenant,
+ Beneski & Nunes

Estate Planning | Elder Law

Py

£ 508-994-5200 - www.MyFamilyEstatePlanning.com

Fairhaven Neighborhood News
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Reflex to Balance

Lypetience Reflexology to help the
Mind, Body, & Soul

Holistic Therapy for Stress,
Anxiety, Pain, and Fatigue
Bring your mind and your
body together to promote

healing.

€9

4 Each session enters you in
the FREE monthly
' Raffle Drawing!
Tell us you saw us in the
Neighb News, receive a
free bracelet.

(€9

By Appointment Only.
Call/Text
201-388-0225

Located in Fairhaven, MA

MAC’S SODA BAR
& CUSTOM CATERING

116 Sconticut Neck Road e Fairhaven ¢ 508-992-8615
A local landmark since June 21, 1946

.. Saturday Night

L
{25
:. I 'F.:l ScallOp :'. “-'I _F:'
S 7 Delight S~
" Every Saturday 1

$16.95 ¢ Five Choices
Eat In/Take Out ¢ 2—-8

Thursday Special: 1/29
Eat-in/Take-out

Meat Loaf or Chicken Parmigiana:
$12.95

HOURS
Sun.: 8 a.m.-2 p.m. ® Mon.—Wed.: 7 a.m.-2 p.m.
Thurs.: 7 a.m.—7 p.m. ® Fri.—Sat: 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

alamss
5089975600 508758-3068 walamms.com
24-Hour UL-Listed Monitoring Service

Security Systems ¢ Fire Alarms
Closed Circuit Television * Card Access

Serving Bristol & Plymouth Counties for over 35 years

MA Master License 21429-A
System Security S License SS-001849

Buying or selling a home? )
I can help.

7AY = Catherine
|[|l[ : Costa

Realtor
Divito REALTY

781-724-1504

SIDE

FAIRHAVEM JHA

Indoor/Out Door Seating
& Take-Out

*:: 4 I Tk 2 __:Lﬁﬁ
m U sﬂ c KARAOKE
W Iﬂ

Thursdays at
9 p.m.
EVERY TUESDAY /| TPM

-

Fl - o
T ":?l'\--\i' L L3
L

{atherine@divitorealty.com

/

Kitchen Open till 10:00 p.m.
Full menu available for pick-up or delivery

Call 508-996-9212 for reservations or take-out.
Now serving full bar and breakfast daily:

Weekdays at 11 a.m., Weekends at 10 a.m.
TRIVIA IS BACK: Thursdays at 7 p.m.

125 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven * 508-996-9212
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NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS

FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976
Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems.

Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm
monitoring and FREE MONITORING.
Replace your old alarm system with a new
system for as little as $299 Complete
FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633

DON'T FUSS, CALL US!

All Interior, Exterior Work
Additions « Windows « Roofing * Siding
Masonry « Bsmt Waterproof * Painting

Lic/Ins. Since 1988
Summer Specials
508-326-8996

PERSONAL DRIVER Hi there! I've been serving
the communities in Fairhaven, Acushnet, Tri-
Town, and points beyond since 2017. Com-
fortable vehicles, safe driving, stress-free trips,
reliable service. Trips to/from Green/Logan
airports, round trips to appointments and events.
Accommodating your unique needs! Text or call
Jon the Driver, 508-951-8223, to get info or
reserve a ride.

HOUSE CLEANING
Experienced cleaner, $15/hour
Call 508-991-1104

MARK’S PAINTING Specializing in interior and
exterior painting. Landscaping, carpentry, power
washing and much more. Call for estimate. Call
508-405-5625. Many references upon request.

FIREARMS SAFETY COURSE State approved
for Mass. license to carry firearms or FID card.
Call Phil Lacerda, 508-989-6093.

TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
Water Department — Administrative Assistant
The Town of Fairhaven Board of Public Works
is accepting applications for the position of
Administrative Assistant. Job Description
available upon request by emailing
bpw@fairhaven-ma.gov
Deadline for applying is January 30, 2026.
The Town of Fairhaven is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Support the
Food Pantry

This bin is in the
Walnut Street
lobby of the
Millicent Library
in Fairhaven;
another bin is at
Stop & Shop,
and one is at the
Acushnet Library.
.l All food goes to

8 the Shepherd’s

Pantry, 1215
Main Street,
Acushnet (508-

763-9289). The Pantry spends more
than $5,500 each month to keep the
shelves stocked. It serves more than
120 families each week.

Tax deductible donations may be sent to
Shepherd’s Pantry, PO Box 760,
Fairhaven, MA 02719. Visit https://food-
banks.org/detail/the_shepherds_pantry
_acushnet_ma.html

Fairhaven Neighborhood News

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN:
35 years’ experience. Lic. #13901A.
Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty.
Generator hook-ups. Eric, 774-849-0425.

RAY THE PLUMBER:

Professsional plumbing and heating service you
can afford. License #16266. Call 508-958-0925.

PLUMBING, HVAC

35+ years’ exp. Master Plumber #12990.
Call Ralph, 508-717-1550.

TED SILVA
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION
TEL: 508-965-6072.

GT CARPENTRY Exterior, interior painting and
repairs, sheetrock, siding, yard cleanup. Call
George, 774-810-5008.

SHEA DOONAN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
774-202-3972

TRUSTED HANDYMAN FOR ALL HOME
REPAIRS Carpentry, Drywall & Plaster, Painting,
Plumbing Leaks, Sump Pumps, Kitchen & Bath,
Safety Grab Bars, Remodeling, Decks, Emer-
gency Repairs, Skilled, prompt, and dependable.
Home Improvement Consulting, Plan It Right the
First Time. Licensed, Insured, Local Family
Owned, Serving Property Management Firms.
Call 774-361-5520. Ask for Mack

David J. Dias Plumbing
Local Plumber. 50 years.
License # 8366, 508-965-6584
Small jobs preferred/semi retired.

WHEN LOCAL
NEWS FAILS...

Gi The foundations
of democracy
weaken.

i Ly Thm Brwre

THANK YO FOR SUPPORTING THIS MEWSRAPTE

[T Project [l

Design by Metro Creative Graphics, Inc. NEMEEFSFIN FINTA

Upcoming Meetings

Fairhaven
Atlas Tack Working Group
Thurs., 1/22, Town Hall, 5 p.m.
Board of Health
Wed., 1/28, Town Hall, 5 p.m.
Community Preservation
Wed., 1/28, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Contributory Retirement
Tues., 1/27, Town Hall, 9:30 a.m.
Finance Committee
Thurs., 1/22, Arsene St., 6:30 p.m.
Planning Board
Tues., 1.27, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Public Safety Complex
Mon., 1/26, Fire Station, 3:30 p.m.
School Commiittee
Wed., 2/11, Media Ctr/Lib., 6:30 p.m.

Select Board
Mon., 1/26, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Acushnet

Conservation Comm.
Wed., 1/28, Town Hall, 6 p.m.

Select Board
Tues., 2/3, Town Hall, 4 p.m.

Support Local
Journalism

Donate to the Neighb News through
a PayPal link on our website:
www.neighbnews.com; or mail
check to FNN, 166 Dogwood St.,
Fairhaven, MA 02719.

Thank you for reading the
Neighb News.

Thursday, January 22, 2026

TIDE TABLE

US Army Corps of Engineers, Cape Cod
Canal/Piney Point

Jan. HIGH LOW
2026 a.m. p.m. am. p.m.
Friday 2311056 2329 0358* 1615*
Saturday 2411149 - 0445* 1700*
Sunday 25|0024 1246 0542 1756*
Monday 26/0120 1343 0654 1901*
Tuesday 2710217 1444 0806 2006*
Wednesday 280322 1555 0925 2115*
Thursday 29|0432 1702 1112 2233*
Friday 30{0530 1757 - 1214*
= - -t 2342
Saturday 31]0620 1846 -— 1309*
Feb. HIGH LOW
2026 a.m. p.m. am. p.m.
Sunday 1/0708 1934 0042* 1401* |
Monday 2|0756 2023 0146* 1439*|
Tuesday 3(0843 2109 0236* 1503*
Wednesday 410927 2153 0310* 1524*
Thursday 5(1011 2237 0339* 1547*
Friday 6[1055 2324 0409 1615*
Saturday 7|1144 - 0442 1647
Sunday 8[0015 1236 0525 1728 |

*= Predicted minus tides from -0.1 ft. to -1.0 ft
**Predicted minus tides from -1.1 ft to -2.0 ft or more

Page 17


http://www.neighbnews.com
mailto:bpw@fairhaven-ma.gov

Public Hearings/Legal Notices

NOTE: All legal notices are available on the Neighb News website, www.NeighbNews.com, under the “Legal Notices” tab on the top of the main page. Legal ads are also
available at http://masspublicnotices.org, search under “Fairhaven Neighborhood News”

ACUSHNET CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Acushnet
Conservation Commission will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, January 28, 2026
beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall Meeting
Room, located at 122 Main Street, Acushnet,
Massachusetts.
Public Hearing — Notice of Intent — Buzzards Bay
Coalition Inc./91 South Main Street. A Notice of
Intent Permit Application has been filed by Buzzards
Bay Coalition Inc. for property located at 91 South
Main Street, Map 25, Lot 61.62.34B. The applicant
proposes to repair a septic system within the River-
front Area and the 100 foot buffer to the associated
Top of Bank. The applicant is represented by John
Marchand of Farland Corp. Plan name is “Subsurface
Sewage Disposal System — 91 South Main Street”
dated September 2, 2025, revised December 8, 2025.
James Souza, Chair
FNN, 1/22/26

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROPOSED CHANGES TO PERSONNEL
POLICY — PUBLIC HEARING

This hearing is to present and receive public
comment on proposed updates to the Town of
Fairhaven Personnel Policy, designed to align benefits
for non-union employees per Chapter 61 § 5-B of the
Town Bylaws.

Monday, February 9, 2026 at 6:30pm, Fairhaven
Town Hall, 40 Center Street.

FNN: 1/15/26, 1/22/26

Fairhaven Zoning Board of
Appeals Public Hearings

Tuesday February 3rd, at 6:00 p.m. Town Hall
Banquet Room, 40 Center Street
Fairhaven, Massachusetts
Public Hearing In-Person at Town Hall or
via Zoom. Join the Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/94115137952?pwd=MXp
oVWpKTFBEUmIuT1pWSCtiVzJCQT09
or call 1-929-205-6099Meeting ID: 941 1513

7952Passcode: 361259
1. REF# ZBA-026-001: 1 Homestead Avenue. Map 25,
Lot 044. Applicant and Owner: Janis Sharek and
Lacey Quinn seeks special permit for hair salon in
home business. Pursuant to Fairhaven Zoning bylaw
198-23B-2
REF# ZBA-026-002: 14 Hawthorne Street. Map 22,
Lot 217. Applicant and Owner: Brendan Wilson
seeks a Special Permit for an in-home office for a
construction business. Asking for storage of a dump
trailer and pickup truck. Pursuant to Fairhaven Zon-
ing Bylaw 198-23 & 198-33B Regulation Schedule.
3. REF# ZBA-026-003: 3&5 Starboard Drive. Map 42,
Lot 009L. Applicant and Owner: “Starboard Drive
Estate” seeks a variance to keep 2 original houses
on same lot as existing, use one as an ADU and a
variance to allow for over half of living space,
oversized. Pursuant to ADU guidelines half of main
dwelling or up to 900 square feet.
Patrick Carr, Chair, Fairhaven ZBA
FNN: 1/15/26, 1/22/26

N

Acushnet Charter Change approved by state

Press Release from
State Sen. Mark Montigny,
State Rep. Mark Sylvia,
State Rep. Steven Ouellette

A home rule petition filed on behalf
of the Town of Acushnet by Repre-
sentative Mark Sylvia, Senator Mark
Montigny and Representative Steven
Ouellette, has been signed into law by
Governor Healey:.

House Bill 2341, authorized by
Acushnet Town Meeting, amends the
Acushnet Town Charter by striking
Section 3-1-2, which previously im-
posed a two-year waiting period for
reappointment to paid Town positions

following the expiration of a term.
Removal of this provision provides the
Town with greater flexibility in appoint-
ments while maintaining local over-
sight and governance standards. The
change will also help the town recruit
local candidates for vacant positions.

“Home rule petitions like H.2341
allow municipalities to tailor their
governing documents to best serve
their residents,” said Rep. Mark
Sylvia. “This legislation respects local
decision-making and  supports
effective town governance.”

“Town voters sent a clear mandate
that they want flexibility and control

over who can best serve their com-
munity,” said Senator Mark Montigny.
“Thank you to David Wojnar and the
Board of Selectmen for their steadfast
advocacy on behalf of the town and
for my legislative colleagues Repre-
sentatives Sylvia and Ouellette for
ensuring a seamless process through
the legislature.”

“I'm pleased to take part in this
initiative,” said Rep. Steve Ouellette.
“The delegation acted quickly to
support the Town of Acushnet”.

This newly enacted session law
supports Acushnet’s efforts to
modernize its charter.
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One week run: $35.00
4+ weeks: $30.00/week
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Revive the Hidden Heartbeat in Heirlooms You Can’t Let Go.

That family relic, heavy with memories — too good to trash, too tough to move.
Unleash its timeless spark through our family-refined touch.
Dissolve the dilemma: We hunt your dream piece, or ease its next chapter home.

[ | 1 Follow us on

Facebook

Fernandes Family Furniture LLC ¢ www.FernandesFamilyFurniture.com
We buy; sell, and refinish heirloom-quailty wood wonders

Recycle. Relieve. Revive.

1. Scan QR or visit site

L]
2. Tell us your story: Relieve guilt? Hunt a gem? Revive and enjoy? Form in minutes 4 L 1
3. Be a part of the solution — convenient, sustainable, reliable
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Fairhaven reads winning essay at annual MLK breakfast

By Beth David
Editor

Jessica Fidalgo, a Fairhaven resi-
dent, Planning Board member, and
social justice activist, won the essay
contest open to all students of Bristol
Community College.

The prompt for this year’s contest
was: “How are Dr King’s views and
work relevant to us today? In what
ways can citizens today affect their
own communities and elicit change?”

James Mesalon won second place,
Geraldine Fequiere received third
place. First place winner received
$250, second, $150, third, $100.

As the first place winner, Ms.
Fidalgo was allowed to read her essay
at the breakfast.

The following is the shortened ver-
sion she read at the breakfast on
1/19/26. The unabridged version is on
her substack at https://tinyurl.com/
hdkwawds

The event featured a keynote
address by Dr. Sean Edmund Rogers,
Dean of the University of Rhode
Island School of Business.

Visit www.BristolCC.edu/MLK to
learn more about the event.

(€9

By Jessica Fidalgo

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy
is often remembered through the big
moments the marches, speeches, and
sweeping national change, but one of
the most powerful parts of his message
is something quieter: the belief that
ordinary people, in ordinary roles,
have extraordinary power to shape
the world around them.

In 1967, speaking to students in
Philadelphia, Dr. King told them that
if life called them to be a street
sweeper, they should sweep streets
“like Michelangelo painted pictures.”

I've always loved this quote

Fairhaven Neighborhood News

because it reminds us that dignity,
leadership, and impact aren’t
reserved for people with titles. They
live in the everyday ways we choose
to show up for our communities.

That message feels especially
relevant here today in a place
dedicated to learning, opportunity,
and public life. Through my studies in
government, leadership, and sociology,
and through my involvement in my
community, I've learned how deeply
our lives are shaped by local
decisions. Often, those decisions
aren’t made in grand settings. They're
made in classrooms, meeting rooms,
and community spaces by people
who simply chose to participate.

It’s one thing to read about policy
or economics in a textbook. It’s
another to see how a single decision
can affect a neighborhood, access to
resources, or a community’s sense of
belonging. When Dr. King spoke about
doing work with excellence and pur-
pose, he was pointing to a truth I've
come to understand firsthand: leader-
ship begins with taking responsibility
for something that matters.

In my writing, I often use the word
ownership. Ownership doesn’t require
a title or position. It shows up in
small, consistent acts of care by the
volunteer who arrives early to set up
chairs, the student who asks a
thoughtful question, the neighbor
who looks out for someone else.
These actions may seem small, but
they are exactly the kind of everyday
commitment Dr. King believed could
transform society.

Serving in my community has
shown me that real change rarely
begins with sweeping laws or dramatic
moments. More often, it starts when
someone notices a problem, a gap, or
an injustice and decides not to look
away. As Dr. King reminded us,
neutrality is not neutral. Each of us
plays a role in either maintaining the
systems around us or helping shape
them into something better.

For a long time, I didn’t see myself
as a leader. I thought of what I was
doing as simply caring, as just being a
regular person trying to help. But
over time, I've seen how much those
small actions matter. 've watched a
single question change the tone of a
meeting. I've seen small collabora-
tions grow into meaningful traditions.
I've seen people step in for one
another in ways that quietly shape
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B m kAL .
ABOVE: Fairhaven resident, Jessica
Fidalgo, reads an abridged version of her
winning essay at the annual MLK
Community Breakfast at Bristol Community
College on 1/19/26. Photo courtesy of
Joyce Brennan. BELOW: Ms. Fidalgo
receives her first place certificate from Dr.
Dariel “DT” Henry, the chair of the Martin
Luther King Committee/Director of TRIiO.
Photo courtesy of Kevin Spirlet.

the culture of an entire community:.

I often think about the moment
citizenship stopped feeling like a
status and started feeling like a verb
for me. It wasn’t dramatic. There was
no big announcement. It happened in
a meeting, during a discussion that
would shape our community for
years. | wasn’t an expert, and [ wasn’t
sure [ even belonged in the room. But
I asked a question. Then I asked
another. That ordinary decision to
refuse silence changed the direction
of my civic life.

That was the moment I realized
local government, and civic life more
broadly, wasn’t something happening
around me. [t was something I was
part of. That shift from “someone
should fix this to maybe I can help” is
the same shift Dr. King urged in that
speech to those students.

Dr. King reminded us that the
power to build a more just, com-
passionate, and responsive community
doesn’t belong only to those in high
office or leading national movements.
It belongs to ordinary people willing
to act with care, purpose, and
courage in the places they call home.

King taught that history bends
when people push. My experience
has taught me that while one person
can begin that push, the bending and
ultimately transforming systems
takes all of us. And that work begins
the moment each of us decides to
take ownership of our communities,
and to treat citizenship not as a title
we hold, but as the verb it truly is.
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We Buy Junlk Cars

Highest Prices Guaranteed & Towing Available

r,,,":g'\t:“‘* 548 State Road, Westport

W g: Massachusetts 02790
MID CTY 508.675.7831
0 = www.midcityscrap.com

R (R G R P —

farwastresandlindstapmg Eqmat com
- FIREWOOD

* MOWING

* FERTILIZING

* PRUNING

« CLEAN-UPS

* MACHINE WORK
+ SNOW REMOVAL

Fairways

Est. 1997
AARON LAGUE

508-989-6626

Fairhaven’s oldest
Independent Real
Estate Agency

Howe Allen
REALTOR

Howe Allen Realty

For almost 2 decades, Howe
Allen Realty has been serving
buyers and sellers in
Fairhaven. As a totally
locally-owned real estate
agency, we give a
percentage of every
commission dollar back to
the community to support
non-profits, community
events and actvities.

Support local businesses.
We do!

857.222.3214
Howe@howeallen.com

Howeallen.com

Your LocAL CLEANING
& RESTORATION
SPECIALISTS

Whether you need post construction
cleaning, carpet or upholstery cleaning,
or complete fire and flood clean-up
and restoration, Cyclone can take care
of it quickly and professionally.

A local, family owned business,
Cyclone takes special care with
each and every project.

Y Zn

Visit www.CycloneCleaning.com
to learn more about all our services.

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning
Floors: Wash/Wax/Strip
Heavy Cleaning e Fire/Flood Rehab

e - "é.
-.':.r_l._.-.:.

CYCLONE CLEANING &

RESTORATION SERVICES
Proudly serving Greater New Bedford for 40 years

Cyclone: a name you can trust.

508-995-8816 ¢ Anthony David

PROUDLY SERVING THE SOUTHCOAST FOR OVER 20 YEARS!

833 Mt. Pleasant St. ® New Bedford ¢ www.CycloneCleaning.com
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