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The Southcoast Centers for Cancer Care held an open house at its new facility on Mill Road in Fairhaven on Saturday 4/30. Members
of the public toured the new facility, while volunteers explained the functions of the rooms and state-of-the-art equipment. The 56,000
square foot facility has 16 chemotherapy stations and the latest in imaging technology, including a CT scanner, and a PET/CT scanner
ABOVE: The star attraction at the new Southcoast Centers for Cancer Care in Fairhaven: a Linear Accelerator (Linac). The Linac can
turn 360 degrees around the patient table, the table can move 180 degrees to get just the exact angle. The Linac delivers a range of
radiation, from low dose treatments to radiation surgery. See page 16 for story. Photo by Beth David. See it in color at
www.NeighbNews.com. Find us on Facebook for more photos of this event.

Cancer center opens doors to public



Osama bin Laden is dead.
Our Navy SEALs, in an
extraordinarily daring
mission, infiltrated way
inside Pakistan and killed
him in a suburban mansion.
I started this whole big thing
about celebrating a violent
death and his young child being there and all, but I
deleted it. I’d rather just marvel at how the guy was
living the suburban lifestyle in a grand way, while we
all thought he’d be in a hole like Saddam Hussein’s
“spide hole.” Bin Laden was living in a million-dollar
McMansion a stone’s throw from Pakistan’s version
of West Point.

Geesh. No wonder we couldn’t find him.
Who would’ve thought of looking there?
We’ve got lots of great coverage for you this week.

We’ve published our annual salaries issue this week,
right before town meeting. See page 26–30 for what
all town employees made last year, and also a little
update on last week’s administrator salary story.

For meeting coverage we have Selectboard on
page 32, School Committee on page 33, and Finance
Committee on page 12. 

Our cover story is about the brand-new cancer
treatment center in Fairhaven. See page 16 for that.
It’s a beautiful building, that’s for sure. It will also
make it much easier for local cancer patients to get
state-of-the-art treatment. No more traveling to
Boston or even just Fall River. Let’s hope, however,
that fewer and fewer people need it as time goes on. 

Joyce Rowley wrote a great piece on the conflict of
interest/ethics law. I’ve made some pointed
comments on this page about board members
recusing themselves from votes and not telling us
why, and not leaving the room.

Joyce got to the bottom of what the law requires,
and what commen sense dictates. It’s not as clear cut
as it may seem.

I, however, stand by my comments. I don’t care
what the law says. I think the public should know
why a board member won’t vote on something. If it’s
just because he or she hasn’t decided yet, he should
just abstain. If it’s because of a conflict, I think the
public has a right to know. Yes, they don’t have to say
why according to the law, but this is America. I can
disagree with the law. There’s nothing
in the law that says they CAN’T tell
us.

Well, until next week then,
see ya...
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From 
The Editor

WEST ISLAND —
A day late and many dollars short.

Beth David, Publisher

CORRECTIONS
In our article on teacher salaries in last week’s issue, we

made a mistake. The average salary for teachers in
Rochester is $68,289.
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After-prom parties at both FHS & GNBVT to keep seniors safe

To order, visit Beth David’s author page on Amazon
at http://www.amazon.com/Beth-David/e/B004SZ6U5W/

or for Nooks: http://productsearch.barnesandnoble.
com/search/results.aspx?ATH=Beth+David&STORE=EBOOK

VISIT: WWW.ZORENA.COM FOR LINKS

A fantasy novel written for
adults, and suitable for young
readers 11+. Fantasy lovers

of all ages will enjoy this tale
of adventure. Strong women
characters. Minimal violence.

No foul language.
$499

Now Available for Kindle
And Other E-book Readers

Available for Nook, Kindle, iPad, iPhone, Blackberry, Android,
PC, Mac, or any device with ePub reader software.

A light-hearted 
little fairy tale 

about a Zebra who
loses his stripes and
thinks that means he

loses himself, but
learns otherwise.

99cents

A fun little 
tale about an

encounter with a
master storyteller 

by a young 
brother 

and sister.

99cents

FOR SALE BY OWNER
58 Bayview Avenue

Unobstructed Ocean view, steps from beach. Two
bedrooms, one bath, fireplaced living room.

$369,900. Call 508-996-4565.

Cruising at FHS
As far as safe events for teenagers,

the parent-chaperoned after-prom at
Fairhaven High School hopes to offer
more exciting and amusing entertain -
ment than an out-of-school private
party could afford

To recreate the number of fun
things to do aboard a cruise ship and
the settings at ports along the way,
the after-prom committee has put
together a full package of customized
decorative creations, themed
entertain ment and large rented
amusements. Some of the highlights
include indoor motorized toilet-
shaped race cars, a giant laser tag
arena, caricature artists, and pers -
onalized music videos. There will also
be plenty of food and beverages.

The school’s gymnasium, theater
and their connecting lobbies, as well
as a large adjacent classroom are
completely transformed with decora -
tions to fit the Midnight Cruise theme.
Participating students get the run of
these spaces to enjoy the games and
amusements.

At the end of the night, FHS
students have chances to win a

number of valuable prizes, Chinese
auction style. Most importantly, the
event is guaranteed alcohol-free; and
for parents, that should take a lot of
worry out of prom night. Seniors and
juniors who do not attend the prom
are also welcome to attend this event.

This year’s event has been months
in the making. Much of that time is
spent fundraising and gathering
donations of food and prizes. The
specialty entertainment consumes a
significant portion of the budget, but
is essential to making the event one
students will want to participate in.
The planning committee is actively
seeking donations and raffle prize
giveaways and has generated a “Top
10 Reasons to Support the After-Prom
Event” to encourage area businesses
to contribute.

In addition, the committee is
sponsoring the Mr. Fairhaven
competition. This year eight senior
boys are vying for the title of Mr.
Fairhaven. Their fate will be decided
on May 6 starting at 7:00 p.m. in the
Performing Arts Center where they
will be judged for their pizzazz in
casual wear, swim wear, formal wear,

and a talent presentation. Admission
is $ 7.00.

To contribute or volunteer for the
Fairhaven High School After-Prom
Event, please call Liddy Pepin at
508-993-4792. Contributions and
donations can be dropped off directly
to the After-Prom Committee c/o
Fairhaven High School, 12 Huttleston
Ave., Fairhaven, MA 02719.

At GNB Voc-Tech
Prom season is fast approaching!

GNB Voc-Tech will be having its
fourth After Prom Event at GNB Voc-
Tech fieldhouse. The After Prom
provides students with a lifesaving
alcohol and substance free event that
is filled with cherished, happy,
tragedy-free memories.

The GNB Voc-Tech After Prom
Committee has been fundraising
since September. We are still short of
our $20,000 goal, and have until May
26th to reach that goal. There will be
a Texas Hold ’Em Tournament at Café
Funchal on May 6th at 7pm to help
raise funds for the After Prom.

GNB Voc-Tech has over 480
students in the senior class. The goal

PROM: cont’d on page 22
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Conflict of interest rules/violations not always clear
By Joyce Rowley

NeighbNews Correspondent
City Councilor Michael Carrigan of

Sparks, Nevada, was charged with an
ethics violation for not recusing
himself on a vote for a new casino
when his campaign manager and
close confidant was getting $10,000 a
month from the developer as salary.
Now at the U.S. Supreme Court, the
case challenges whether Nevada’s
conflict of interest law can keep an
elected official from his First
Amendment free speech rights.
Councilor Carrigan claims he did
nothing wrong, but was doing what
he was elected to do — cast a vote.

Massachusetts’ conflict of interest
law may be different, but it’s all about
maintaining the public trust. There
are times when a board or
commission members say they
are abstaining or “recusing”
themselves from voting. Why
can’t they vote? Shouldn’t they
say what the conflict is? Aren’t
they supposed to leave the
room? And, hey, what about that
guy who got up from one side of
the table, went and sat down
with the public, and then got up
and spoke against that new
store? How is that right?

“The intersection of the
public employee’s official
responsibilities and their private
interests creates the conflict of
interest,” said David Giannotti,
Chief of Public Education and
Communication at the State
Ethics Commission. That entity
receives questions and complaints
about conflicts of interest for state,
town, and city employees. They also
provide free and confidential legal
consultation to municipal officials
and employees about potential
conflicts. 

Mass. General Law (MGL) Chapter
268A is the “conflict of interest” law
for all municipal employees and
officials. Anyone who is elected,
appointed and/or works full-time or
part-time, paid or unpaid for town,
city, county or state government is
considered a “public employee.”

There are two types of conflicts:
when a public employee has a
financial interest in a matter, and
when a public employee has a private
interest in a matter. But having a
conflict of interest does not
necessarily mean there has been a

violation of the law.
Public employees are prohibited

from participating officially in any
matter if it affects the financial
interest of the employees, their
immediate families, employers or
businesses, or anyone with whom
they are negotiating employment for
themselves.

For boards and commissions, the
typical course of action is for the
member to recuse himself or herself
from a decision. The conflict of
interest law does not make a
distinction between the two terms
“abstain” and “recuse.” It merely
states that the public employee may
not participate, according to Mr.
Giannotti.

When a conflict of interest comes
up, board members or commis -

sioners may recuse themselves and
stay at the meeting table; they may
get up and sit in with the general
public; or they may leave the room
before the discussion starts. As long
as they do not participate in the
discussion or vote, said Mr. Giannotti,
then it is not considered a violation of
the law.

According to Town Counsel
Thomas Crotty, the difference
between the two terms is whether the
abstention is counted in the vote. If
there is a recusal and the person
leaves the room, he or she clearly is
not counted. If he abstains, the vote
will reflect it and it may be considered
participation.

In a practical sense, though,
recusing and staying at the table
during discus sion does not insulate
the public employee from a complaint

being filed. Leaving the room does.
It may be that just the very

presence of a well-respected board
member will inhibit other board
members. There may be non-verbal
gestures, or body language that will
influence how other people on the
board vote. Or the complaint may
state the board member’s presence
was intimidating to other members.

So how about the member who
abstains and then sits in with the
general public? According to Mr.
Giannotti, board members and
commissioners do not give up their
private rights. They just cannot
represent any other board, person, or
organization before any board in their
municipality.

For example, if a Wal-Mart is
proposed across the street from a

board member’s home, the
member can abstain from voting,
sit in the audience, and then
participate on her or his own
behalf. He cannot represent
anyone else before his own
board, but he can represent his
own private interest, such as
opposing the traffic or
supporting the tax revenue that
a Wal-Mart might bring.

Nor do board members have
to state the reason for their
recusal. However, if there are
numerous occasions on which
they abstain, the appointing
authority, if there is one, may
request a report on recusals.
Otherwise, they can answer to
the voters at the next election.

If someone suspects a violation,
they should still file a complaint.
Complaints can be filed confi -
dentially, and even anonymously.
Only the State Ethics Commission can
make the determination whether a
violation has occurred. The Commis -
sion reviews between 900 to1100
complaints a year. These are first
reviewed for jurisdiction and fact-
finding. 

About 20 to 30 complaints are
publicly adjudicated. If the violation
is significant, and, in the interest of
justice, the public should know, the
Ethics Commission makes the viola -
tion public. Otherwise, all complaints
and remedies are kept confidential.

The fines for a violation can be
steep — up to $10,000 for civil
penalties. There are a few instances

ETHICS: cont’d on page 24

When in doubt, don’t vote...
It’s not worth getting in 

trouble over. 
[John Roderiques]

If you recuse yourself, 
get up and walk out of

the room. [Jeffrey Osuch]
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IN YOUR HOME:
Call Cyclone and our  uni formed, professional crew will take care of
your wall-to-wall  carpets. You just pick up the phone.

AT OUR PLACE:
Drop off your area carpet one day and pick it up a few days later.
ALL carpets are machine scrubbed and extraction-rinsed for a clean

that only Cyclone can give. Don’t just clean it, make it Cyclone-clean.

YOUR CARPET

CLEANING

PROFESSIONALS

CYCLONE CLEANING SERVICES
Proudly serving Greater New Bedford for 40 years
Cyclone: a name you can trust.
833 Mt. Pleasant St. • New Bedford
508-995-8816 • Anthony David 

Call th
e

Company

you Trust

Wall-to-Wall • Orientals • Area Carpets • Braided

AT YOUR PLACE, OR OURS
CONVENIENT RUG & CARPET

DROP-OFF CENTER

Visit www.CycloneCleaning.com to learn about all our cleaning services

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS:
Do you have smoke, fire, or water damage due to flooding, fire, or

furnace malfunction? You have the right to choose your contractor.
We are experts in water and smoke removal/restoration: 

from cleaning to complete reconstruction.

* Annual Percentage Rate = APR. Above APRs reflect a .50% rate reduction for automatic payment from a SMCU
Checking Account for remainder of loan. Available to qualifying members based upon established underwriting
guidelines and creditworthiness. Other rates and terms available. Refinancing existing SMCU loans excluded.
These offers may be withdrawn or modified at any time. Some
restrictions may apply. Available on model years 2007-2011and
requires a minimum down payment of 5% of the purchase price or
NADA value, whichever is less. APRs effective 4/1/11. 

Low Rate Auto Loans
• New or Used • Low Payments

• Purchases or Refinancing

Other low rates and terms available. To apply for a loan call
1-866-484-2264 or online at southernmass.com.

Protect your purchase with GAP insurance. Ask for details.

Main Office: 123 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719
Branch Office: 2926 Acushnet Avenue, New Bedford, MA 02745

Loan Center: 866-484-2264 (available 24/7)
Connecting All Offices: 508-994-9971

with Southern 

Federally insured with NCUA

As low as

2.49%
APR*

Terms up to 3 years
Cost per $1,000=$28.86 (3 yrs.)

MODEL YEARS 2007-2011
As low as

2.74%
APR*

Term: 4 years
Cost per $1,000=$22.02

As low as

2.99%
APR*

Term: 5 years
Cost per $1,000=$17.97

Hit a Home Run

Mass Credit Union

MAC’S SODA BAR
Open Every Day: 6:30 a.m.–8 p.m. 508-992-8615

Mac’s has been satisfying a wide circle of friends at
116 Sconticut Neck Rd., Fairhaven, since June 21, 1946

Mother’s Day Specials
Sunday, May 8 • Open 6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

• Brittany’s Double Blueberry
Pancakes topped with 
Blueberry Sauce

• Carmel Pecan Waffle
• Homemade Hash-n-Eggs,

Homefries
• Crepes with Strawberries, 

Fresh Whipped Cream

• Italian Sausage, tomato,
Swiss Cheese omelette
with toast and home 
fries

• Stuffed French Toast
topped with warm
cinnamon and apples

The usual,
complete with
chowder and

dessert.

$1395

Early Season Clamboil
Sun., May 22 from 2–8 p.m.

+ meals tax

MAC’S CUSTOM CATERING
Your special event will be prepared just the way

you want it! Call Jevon: : 774-473-0393 (cell)

181 Huttleston Ave., Fairhaven (Co. Washington)
508-717-0278 • www.SweetGingerRestaurant.com

Open 7 days: Mon.-Thurs., 11 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Fri. & Sat., 11 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sun., noon-10 p.m.

Full Bar
•

Family
Dining

Take-Out
•

Healthy
Dishes

Available

Linguica Fried Rice
Small $5.95 • Large $8.35

Linguica Fried Brown Rice
Small $6.95 • Large $9.35

(Includes bean sprouts, onion, green pepper, red pepper & egg)

Linguica Fried Wonton: $4.25

Happy Mother’s Day!
This Mother’s Day, Sweet Ginger welcomes you and your
family to celebrate! Whether you’re dining in or taking
out, you’ll receive a $10 Gift Card with a purchase of
$40 or more.*
Come check out our NEW MENU items. We have added some favorites
like Chicken Pad Thai and Chicken Lo Mein to our Lunch Specials!
As always, your business is greatly appreciated and we look foward
to seeing you.
*Please present coupon/ad at time of purchase. Offer valid on 5/8/11

ONLY. Gift card redeemable AFTER 5/8/11.



Mothers’ Club
The Fairhaven Mothers’ Club will

hold its board meeting on 5/12 at 10
a.m. at the home of Gwen Skinner.
The Club will hold its Directors
Luncheon Annual Meeting, including
election of officers, at the Pasta
House in Fairhaven on May 17 at
noon.

Book Bazaar
Families are invited to celebrate

the love of reading and writing at the
Southcoast Children’s Book Bazaar
on Saturday, May 14, from 10am -
2pm, hosted by the East Fairhaven
School, 2 New Boston Road,
Fairhaven. Authors and Illustrators
for children of all ages will be in
attendance.

Event includes storytime with the
authors/illustrators, book signings,
crafts, “Runaway Story” writing
workshop. Also, FREE Title I
resources for parents: Early Reading
Strategies and Using the Newspaper
for Reading. Admission is free.

Guests are encouraged to take a
gently used book for donation to the
East Fairhaven School Library. 

Featuring the following authors
and illustrators: Paula J. Chretien,
author of “A Haunting in Plymouth,
Spirit in the Woods”; Kristine Daniels,
author/illustrator of “Floyd and the
Irresistible Cookie”; Amy A. Gracia,
“Arby the Singing Cockatoo”; Bunny
Griffeth, illustrator of “The Waterfire
Duck, Bubble Butt”; Eveline Hesketh-
Petty, author of “Eveline's Ants;”
Myra Lopes, author of “Pa’s Magic
Pillow,” “Causey Goes to Summer
Camp”; Stephanie L. Pickup, author/
illustrator of “The Soldier’s Tree;”
Jessica Piva, illustrator of “The
Adventures of Miss Aiden in
Dinoland;” J. B. Spooner, author of
“The Little Black Dog Series;” D.G.
Stern, author of the Upton Charles
Adventure Series; Jacque Stoddard,
author of “Vision: The Path to Danger,
Blinding Deception.”

At the Millicent
At the Millicent Library, 45 Center

St., Fairhaven, in the Library
Auditorium, Walnut Street entrance.
Accessible. To register, call the
library at 508-992-5342, or email Jane
Murphy (jmurphy@sailsinc.org).

Storytime Spring Session begins

April 25th and runs through June 3rd.
No regular storytimes June 6th
through 17th

Summer Storytimes begin the
week of June 20th along with Summer
Reading Signups!

Toddler Storytime is on Tuesdays!
Back by popular demand, a second
session has been added. Ages 1-3.
Siblings welcome! Toddler Group I
will meet from 9:30-10:15 and Toddler
Group II will meet 10:30-11:15 a.m.

Big Kid Storytime is on Fridays
from 10-11 a.m. Age 3-5.

Baby Storytime is on Fridays from
11:15-11:45 a.m. Age 0-18 months.

May Teen Advisory Group (Milli -
wizards) meets Tuesday, May 10th
from 3-5 p.m. Grade 6 and up. 

May CRAFTERNOON! Wednesday,
May 11th from 3-5 p.m. in the
downstairs Auditorium. Ages 3 and
up. Springtime crafts.

Rum Runners 
The Fairhaven Historical Society is

planning an exhibit on the Rum
Runners of Sconticut Neck. If you
have information or artifacts about
these local legends, please contact
Mark Badwey at 508-993-1464.

Grease
Greater New Bedford Voc-Tech

Theatre Company presents “Grease,”
the best Rock & Roll Musical to hit
Broadway since the 50s.

Peformances on Thurs., Fri., Sat.,
5/19–21 at 7 p.m. and 5/22, Sunday
matinee, 2 p.m., at GNBVT High
School, 1121 Ashley Blvd., New
Bedford. Tickets: $12 general;
Seniors, $10; Students, $6. All seating
reserved. Call the box office, 508-998-
3321, Ext. 424 for more info.

Car Wash
The GNBVT Theatre Company is

holding a car wash fund-raiser at the
school on Saturday, May 14, from 9
a.m.–noon. $5/car.

DCR Comments
The Department of Conservation

and Recreation is inviting public
comment on the Resource Manage -
ment Plan for the Ft. Phoenix
Planning unit, which includes the Ft.
Phoenix, Nasketucket Bay and West
Island State Reservations. 

The presentation that was made
on April 13 in Fairhaven is available

at http://www.mass.gov/dcr/news/
publicmeetings/rmppast.htm

The DCR will receive comments
until Friday, May 13. Send to
DCR.Updates@state.ma.us and note
“Fort Phoenix RMP” in the subject
line, or to Office of Public Outreach,
Department of Conservation and
Recreation, 251 Causway St., Boston,
MA 02114.

Coalition events
The Coalition for Buzzards Bay has

opened registration for Swim
Buzzards Bay (July 2nd) and The
Watershed Ride (October 2nd). Both
are fantastic ways to enjoy the Bay
and watershed while helping The
Coalition protect these precious
resources. Participants can register
for both events at the same time and
fundraise towards one combined
goal.

The 18th Annual Swim Buzzards
Bay will take place on Saturday July
2nd, with the first swimmers hitting
the water just after 7am to swim 1.2
miles from Davy’s Locker in New
Bedford to DCR’s Fort Phoenix in
Fairhaven. With great support and
clean, clear water, the Swim draws a
wide range of participants, including
serious competitors, first-timers,
families, teams, and everyone in
between. Participants can register at
the new Swim Buzzards Bay website:
www.savebuzzardsbay.org/swim.

The 5th Annual Watershed Ride
will take place on Sunday October
2nd with cyclists departing at 9am for
a 76-mile Bike Ride from Westport to
Woods Hole. The route is one of the
region’s best with winding roads that
take cyclists through coastal villages,
past cranberry bogs, the New
Bedford waterfront, farmlands, and
along the back roads of Cape Cod.
There is also a 35-mile option which
starts in Rochester and ends in
Woods Hole. Participants can register
at the new Watershed Ride website at
www.savebuzzardsbay.org /ride.

The Coalition for Buzzards Bay is a
private, non-profit membership organi -
za tion dedicated to the protection,
restoration, and sustainable use of
Buzzards Bay and its watershed. The
organization works to improve the
health of the Bay ecosystem through
education, conservation, research
and advocacy and is supported by
more than 8,000 members.

AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS

Thursday, May 5, 2011 Fairhaven Neighborhood NewsPage 6



Fairhaven Neighborhood News Thursday, May 5, 2011 Page 7

HAPPENINGS OVERTOWN
Volunteers Day

On Saturday, May 7, from 9:30
AM-12:30 PM, New Bedford Whaling
National Historical Park will host a
Volunteer Day & All-American
Cookout, a volunteer-driven initiative
designed to provide our national park
with the people-power to ready the
park for the upcoming summer
season. The event kicks off with
volunteer check-in at the park visitor
center at 33 William Street, downtown
New Bedford, where participants will
receive a complimentary t-shirt.
Accessible

Volunteers who have participated
in past events cite the satisfaction
they get from volunteering. In addi -
tion, the service activities enable
volunteers to earn service-hour
credits while giving something back
to America’s treasures — its 394
National Parks.

To learn more or to sign up, call
Emily Prigot at 508-996-4095 Ext. 6105
or email emily_prigot@nps.gov. Drop-
ins the day of are also welcome.

Texas Hold ’em
Texas Hold ’em Tournament to

benefit the Greater New Bedford Voc-
Tech After prom. On May 6, at Cafe
Funchal, 123 Church St., New
Bedford. Wheel chair accessible. Fifty
percent of tix sales to cash prixes.
Buffet included, cash bar.

Registration at 7 p.m.; game starts
at 7:30. Also paying 12 levels of prizes

This is an over-21 event. Costs: $60
per ticket. Make checks payble to to
GNBVT, with “After Prom” in the
memo line. Sponsor a table for $60.
For info, call Michelle, 508-415-5310.

WHALE Fund-raiser
“Aoife Clancy and Friends,”

featuring Eddie Dillon, Truck Croteau,
Jonathan Danforth, Erik Wendelken,
Andrea Cooper, and Lauren and
Rachel Croteau will present an
exciting evening of traditional Irish
music and dance on Friday, May 6,
2011 from 6:30 until 9:30 p.m., New
Bedford Whaling Museum, 18
Johnny Cake Hill, New Bedford.
Accessible.

The proceeds of this event will
benefit the saving of historic
buildings in New Bedford. To learn
more about WHALE’s projects and to
order your tickets for the Celtic

Hooley, “a lively party,” please visit
the web site at www.waterfront
league.org/support-us/donations/.

Your ticket, $30 for members and
$40 for non-members, to Ceol agus
Craic, “music and fun,” includes a
complimentary drink of your choice;
Guinness, Harp, Jameson, Bailey’s,
Irish Coffee, Magners Irish Cider, or
Wine; and a menu of Potato Leek
Soup, Clam Chowder, Hearty
Vegetable and Chicken Soup, Irish
Soda Bread; and snacks. A cash bar
will be available and the event is
sponsored by Reynolds DeWalt, Peter
and Toby DeWalt, mediumstudio,
Peter Hawes, Garnish and Drink, and
Destination Soups.

Cancer Screenings
Southcoast Hospitals Group and

Northeast Ear Nose & Throat
Surgeons will be offering free head
and neck cancer screenings on the
Southcoast Health Van on Wed.,
5/11, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at CVS/
Pharmacy, 1145 Kempton St. in New
Bedford. Reservations are required
for the screening. To register, call the
Southcoast Wellness Line at 1-800-
497-1727.

To learn more about head and neck
cancer visit www.headandneck.org/.

Bio Med Seminars
The Biological Medicine Network

(BMN), a program of the Marion
Institute, is pleased to offer a seminar,
Applications of Biological Medicine,
on May 20th-21st and The Pleo-Sanum
“Power 10 Package”: Clinical Applica -
tions on May 22nd. These seminars
will take place at The Waypoint
Conference Center, Fairfield Inn &
Suites by Marriott, 185 MacArthur
Drive, New Bedford, MA 02740.

These seminars will be led by
Frank Pleus, M.D., D.D.S, O.M.F.S. and
Dirk Eckhardt, D.D.S. both from the
Paracelsus Clinic in Switzerland, and
Bradford Harding, M.D. and Margaret
McMorrow, LAc., M.S., from the
Progressive Medicine Clinic in
Litchfield, CT. The seminars are
designed for healthcare practitioners,
medical students and the public who
are interested in learning more about
biological medicine. 

Please visit our website
www.biologicalmedicinenetwork.org,
email us at info@biologicalmedicine
network.org or call the Marion

Institute at 508.748.0816 for more
detailed information.

Hazelwood Run
The Greater New Bedford Track

Club is excited to announce the
running of its 32nd Annual Hazelwood
Women’s 5K Run/Walk on Sunday,
May 15, at 10 a.m. at Hazelwood Park
(553 Brock Ave.) in New Bedford to
benefit The Women’s Center. A fun
run for children 10 and under will
begin at 9:30. The 5K race will be
professionally timed by 5K Sports
Race Management. Prizes will be
available for participants in the Kids’
Run and to 5K runners and walkers,
including mother/daughter teams. 

The Greater New Bedford Track
Club and The Women’s Center would
like to thank our early sponsors:
Anderson Law Offices, Webster Bank,
BMC HealthNet Plan, Hoyt & Hoyt,
P.C., and Robert Commercial
Construction. We continue to seek
additional sponsors for this event.

Registration fee is $20 per person.
No fee for the Kids’ Fun Run. For more
information and to register, visit
www.rungnbtc.com or email ques -
tions to Hazelwood5k@rungnbtc.com.

Free Meditation
At Serlingpa Meditation Center, 512

Pleasant St. (between Spring &
Union). For more information, www.
meditationinmass.org, or call 508-979-
8277. Call for wheelchair accessibility
information.

• Saturday in New Bedford. Free
Event: Just Breathe: Learn to
Meditate. May 7th, 10-11am Class will
include short talk and guided
meditation. No meditation experience
necessary

• Sunday in New Bedford, Special
Event: Tara & Mothers’ Day High Tea,
May 8th, 1:30-3pm. Mothers’ Day
Celebration. Enjoy tea, finger sand -
wiches, and crumpets and the
company of our kind mothers.
$12/per person $20/for two.

Free Lecture
Peter Pantuso, president of the

American Bus Association will speak
at the New Bedford Whaling Museum
on Thursday, May 12 at 3:00 p.m. in
the Cook Memorial Theater. A
reception to “meet and greet Pete”
will follow in the Jacobs Family

cont’d next page
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Tiara Classic
The Women’s Fund Tiara 5K Race

& Walk event is here: Mother’s Day,
Sunday, May 8 at Oxford Creamery
in Mattapoisett. Kids Fun Run at 9:00
AM, 5K at 9:30 AM. Registration
begins at 7:30 AM.

Prizes for the most funds raised,
the most mother-daughter pairs on a
team and the most creatively attired
teams. Prizes for the first female and
male indi vidual finishers will also be
awarded.

For more information about the
Women’s Fund or to register as an
individual or as a team, please visit
www.womensfundsema.org.

At Baker Books
The following events are at Baker

Books is, independent bookstore
located at 69 State Rd. in North
Dartmouth. Accessible. For more
information, visit www.bakerbooks.
net or call 508-997-6700. 

Book signing
Fresh, quirky and disquieting:

these are words that have been used
to describe Nina-Marie Gardner’s
writing. She beautifully delivers an
unflinching and real glimpse of
alcoholism, isolation & love addiction
in SHERRY & NARCOTICS, the debut
novel she’ll be reading from when she
visits Baker Books for an in-person
book signing on Sat., 5/7, at 3:00PM.

Calling her book the antithesis of
chick-lit, Gardner says, “not every
woman lives for Prada handbags and
wants to only read about perfect

characters and happy endings.”
SHERRY & NARCOTOCS is THE book
for every woman who has ever fallen
for the wrong guy, or knows someone
else who has.

Visit her website at ninamarie
gardner.com 

Special story time
Are you itching for fun? On

Saturday, May 7th at 11:00 AM, local
author Kimberly Marcus will be at
Baker Books for a fun-filled story time
event. She’ll be reading from her
debut picture book, SCRITCH-
SCRATCH: A PERFECT MATCH, a
rhyming romp about a flea with a
knack for bringing new friends
together. A story-related activity,
yummy treats, and a book signing will
follow the reading. 

KIMBERLY MARCUS writes
pictures books and novels for teens
from her home in Dartmouth. She
shares that home with her husband
and two children, but not with any
fleas! You can find out more about her
and her books on her website at
kimberlymarcus.com. 

From the other side
Have you ever wondered what’s on

the other side? Or why we are here?
The realm of the spirit world is closer
than you think. Curious to learn
more? Meet local Medium Susan
Bellwether, author of MORPH IN A
MINUTE: MAGIC IN THE MOMENT =
RAVINGS OF A MEDIUM in person
when she visits Baker Books on
Tuesday, May 10th at 6:30 PM.

Susan Bellwether’s life experiences

have enabled her to make contact
with the spirit world. She uses her
gifts to transcend other dimensions
and communicate unique messages
and wisdom

Free Jazz Concert
The UMass Dartmouth Music

Department will present the Vocal
Jazz Ensemble in concert on Monday,
May 9, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. This new
ensemble includes vocal improvisa -
tion and four-part harmony arranged
in the style of Manhattan Transfer.
The group features the vocal talents
of Kristine Chylinski, Charlie Denny
Jr., Christine Eubanks, Marcelle
Gauvin, Brad Goff, Dori Legge,
Michelle Oliveri, and Rebecca Wolff.  

All student ensemble concerts
sponsored by the UMass Dartmouth
music department are open to the
public and free of charge. This
program will take place in the Recital
Hall Room 153 which is located on
the first floor in the College of Visual
and Performing Arts building.
Visitors are advised to park in lot
number 7 or 8.

For additional information about
the UMass Dartmouth Music Depart -
ment, please visit www1.umassd.edu/
cvpa/areas/music/overview.cfun

Call For Artists
For Acushnet residents 16 years of

age and older, call 508-995-4238 for
information to participate in the FREE
Annual Acushnet Arts & Craft Show
May 21st & May 22nd.

HAPPENINGS/OTHER LATITUDES

Gallery, concluding at 5:00 p.m. The
event is free but reservations are
required by calling Museum
Admissions: (508) 997-0046, ext. 100,
or by email to:
plowe@whalingmuseum.org

18 Johnny Cake Hill in the heart of
the city's historic downtown and is
open daily. Wheelchair accessible.
For a complete calendar of events,
visit the Whaling Museum online at
www.whalingmuseum.org.

AHA! Night
April showers bring May flowers!

Join us on May 12 in Downtown New
Bedford when we celebrate Arts in

Bloom. Our garden of creativity is
bursting with visual & performing
artists including over 2500 pieces of
student artwork at the NB Public
Schools District-Wide Art Show as
well as over 15 new & continuing
shows to see at our downtown
galleries, studios, shops & eateries. 

AHA! Night highlights include: • We
Art NB! NEW SHOWS @ Artworks!,
Crowell’s Fine Art, Judith Klein Art
Gallery, the Green Bean, the Pour
Farm Tavern, Gallery X & more!
• Frock: new work by Jennifer Avery,
live music with the Wolf Hongos &
belly dance performance by Sarasvati
@ the Garage • NB Public Schools
District-Wide Art Show @ the Paul

Rodrigues Administration Building
• Classical & Jazz ensemble
performance by the students of Tom
Short @ Gallery X • UMass Dartmouth
Senior Illustration Exhibition @
Waypoint Event Center at Fairfield Inn

• SouthCoast High School Artists’
Pop-Up Gallery @ Webster Bank Bldg,
5th floor • Flower Power! with the
First Unitarian Church @ Custom
House Square • Art in Bloom: hands
on crafts @ NBAM • The Language of
Flowers @ NB Whaling National
Historical Park • Seed bombs with the
Marion Institute @ Wings Court • Port
Cities in New England lecture series @
the RJD • NB Symphony Orchestra
Open Rehearsal @ Zeiterion Theatre.

STILL OVERTOWN
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Ted Silva
Licensed Private Investigator

PRIVATE • Criminal Defense • C.P.C.S.
Exclusively serving attorneys.

Tel: 508-997-0952
email: tedsilva@comcast.net • Fax: 508-997-0951

New Bedford, Massachusetts
MA Lic. P-1355

Lenny Fleurent 
& Sons

Masonry Contractors
508-996-0861 • 508-971-3478 (cell)

Over 55 years’ experience

SPECIALISTS in waterproofing cellars/basements
Jobs big or small — we do them all!

Cement Floors • Cement Driveways
Chimneys • Stone Walls • Patios &

Steps Sidewalks & Aprons • Fireplaces
Insured • Residential • Town Approved • Lic. # 013997

◆ MUNICIPAL TAXATION ◆
◆ LAND COURT REPRESENTATION ◆

◆ ESTATES ◆

4 PARK PLACE • SUITE 101 • NEW BEDFORD • MA 02740
M J T @ M J T H O M A S L AW. C O M

508-994-1500 • FAX: 508-990-1916

Homeowners
◆ We Insure Coastal Properties ◆

◆ Alternatives to Mass Fair Plan Available ◆

◆ Competitive Premiums for Homes 
Valued Over $250,000 ◆

Call us Today!

Fairhaven Center for Business
65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-997-8515 • 508-997-8670 (fax)

www.vieirains.com

If you like it, tell a
friend. If not, tell us.

• 90 cents per pound 
pickup & delivery service

• 75 cents per pound 
drop-off 

228 Hillman St. • New Bedford, MA 02740 • Email: DimanLaundry@aol.com

508-999-0227
1-866-505-0227

Gilly Brasidio
Owner

Carlos Landscaping

Carlos Brasidio
Owner

Lawn Rolling
Small Tractor Work

Lawns Cut & Trimmed
Hedges • Bushes • Clean-Up

Everything in Your Yard

Nos Falamos Portugues

508-264-1667
CarlosBrasidio@comcast.net

SouthCoast Overhead Door 

& Services

We will beat all competitors’ prices

Kevin Silva • 508-889-4964 • 774-206-1235
scoverheaddoor@comcast.net

$15.00 OFF your next service call
(parts and labor not included), or 10% off new garage 
door and opener installation. Good through July 2011

Overhead Garage Door
Specialists • Residential

• Commercial
Sales, Services, Installation

• General Household
Maintenance

• Insured 
• Falamos Portuguese



By Bob Hobbs
Special to the Neighb News

FHS Baseball
Adam Mullin pitched a four-hitter

versus Westport. Billy Lessa, and
Dylan St.Pierre led the hit parade, in a
7-2 win. Adam got his fifth win of the
season in FHS win over Wareham.

Wareham Upsets FHS
Softball 11-10

Courtney Girouard suffered her
first loss of the season. Kelsey Perron-
Sovik, Kelsey Rapoza and Kayli Moniz
had three hits apiece for the Lady Blues.

FHS was beating ORR on Monday
6-3 in the fifth inning. Kayli Moniz got
the big hit to put the Blues ahead.

FHS Girls and Boys Tennis
Both teams won big again. Ray

Lawton led Blues over Wareham.
Christina Pottel and Michelle
Westgate led the girls with a big win
over Wareham.

Prose on Pros
Jordon Todman a Charger

Jordan Todman taken 183rd round
in the NFL Draft. I thought he would
go higher and maybe the Pats would
take him. He ends up with the SD
Chargers where I
think he will be
much bet ter off.
Con gratu lations
and good luck to
Jordan. I do not
like any of
Belichick’s picks,
number 56th pick

Shane Vereen RB maybe be Ben’s son.
Number 74, a six-foot seven QB Ryan
Mallett, maybe be a tight end some -
day, he will never replace Brady. Super
Bill, you need defensive linemen.

Bruins get big win over Montreal,
should beat Philly. Celtics in trouble
with Heat.

Ray Dean
One of Fairhaven’s best passed

away last Friday. Ray was co-
chairman of FHS Hall of Fame for
years and was also an FHS Hall Of
Famer. Ray excelled in basketball and
baseball in the middle 40s at Fairhaven
High. He later played and coached in
the City Basketball League. For many
years he coached Fairhaven Little
League Teams and Fairhaven Rec
Girls Basketball. He was an ASA and
High School Softball Umpire for many
many years.

Mr. Dean was also a mailman in
Fairhaven for many years. Ray could
be seen at many FHS games, which he
was a big supporter of. A friend to so
many through his coaching and
umpiring, he will be sorely missed by
all of Fairhaven. Thanks Ray for just
being Ray Dean.                    A Friend
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A Little Bit of SportsRecipe of the Week
Breakfast Pizza

1 store-bought pizza dough 
2 tablespoons butter, melted 
4 tablespoons Cinnamon-Sugar,

divided (recipe follows)
2 cups mascarpone cheese 
1 tablespoon heavy cream 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
1 tsp lemon zest (from 1 lemon) 
2 cups mixed berries 

Preheat the oven to 350° Line a
baking sheet with parchment paper. 

Using a rolling pin, roll out the
pizza dough to a thickness of about
1/4 inch. Transfer the pizza dough to
the lined baking sheet and brush the
dough with the melted butter. Sprinkle
with 2 tbs Cinnamon-Sugar and bake
until golden brown, about 10–15 min.
Cool the pizza crust on a wire rack. 

Meanwhile, in a medium bowl, mix
together the cheese, cream, lemon
juice, and zest. 

Spread the cheese mixture over
the cooled crust. Top with mixed
berries and sprinkle with the
remaining Cinnamon-Sugar. Slice like
a pizza and serve. 

Cinnamon-Sugar: 
1 vanilla bean  • 1/2 cup sugar
1 tbs ground cinnamon 
Cut the vanilla bean in half, length -

wise. Using the back of a knife, scrape
along the inside of the vanilla bean to
collect the seeds. Scrape vanilla bean
seeds into a small bowl. Add sugar
and cinnamon and stir to combine.
Set aside in a small serving bowl.
Submitted by Rachael Thomas Higgins

Landscaping

Lawn Care

Property

Management

General

Contractor

Home

Improvements

Fairhaven, MA

Phone (508) 996-6844
Website: www.haworthsllc.com

Call Now For All Your Property Needs

MA HIC# 149969 Senior Discount MA CSL# 96122

Fairhaven Computer Repair

• Virus & Spyware Removal
• House Calls
• On-Site Service 24/7

• Repairs • Installs
• Upgrades • Networks
• Laptops • Wireless

A local repairman for the local community!

508-991-0169

17+ years’ experience!

Errands & More

Call Maureen at 508-994-3141

Catering to Working People, Elderly & Homebound

We are not just a taxi service, but will keep a watchful eye on mom or dad
for doctor’s appointments and other needs.

Verification of CORI check
available on request

Hours: Tue, Wed, Thur, Sat 10–5:30
Fri 11–7 • Sun 1–4 • Closed Monday

154 Huttleston Ave. (Rte. 6), Fairhaven
(At the former Modern Galleries) • 508-997-0166 

WHAT A FIND!
Consignment Furniture & Home Décor

Great “Finds” For 
Mother’s Day!!
Only at What-A-Find!
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Cyd�s 
Creative
Kitchen

$200

OFF*

Any Lunch
Monday through

Friday
On meals of $6.29 and up

*Must present coupon. Offer expires 5/13/11. Limit $2 per person. Maximum $4 per
coupon. Not valid on weekly specials. Cannot be used with any other promotions

2331 Acushnet Ave.
New Bedford

Open Daily, 6 a.m.-2 p.m. • Sunday, 6 a.m.-1 p.m.

Once a week
go Greek!

Yia Yia’s Pizza Cafe
381 Sconticut Neck Rd.

(corner of Seaview)

508-990-1919
*Plus tax and delivery. With this coupon, one coupon per
order. Not to be combined with other offers. Exp. 5/13/11 

We accept
competitors’ coupons

We deliver!

Complete Menu of Chinese & 
American Selections

Call 508-992-8668 for take-out.
Open every day 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS

Go where you KNOW
the food is ALWAYS

good...for EVERY meal!

51 Main Street, Fairhaven Center
Gift Certificates for all Occasions

Trusted by your friends and 
family since 1961

We serveBeer & Wine

$2off
All purchases of at least $20

With this coupon. Exp. 5/13/11.
Not to be  combined with other offers.

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN 2011

Bud & Bud Light 30 pack...................................$2149 + dep.

Coors Light 30 pack ............................................$2049 + dep.

Heineken 24 loose bottles....................................$2379 + dep.

Absolut Vodka 1.75..............................................$2999

Captain Morgan Rum 1.75..................................$2999

Jim Beam Bourbon 1.75 ......................................$2499

Christian Bros. Brandy 1.75 ...............................$1999

Gordon’s Gin 1.75 ................................................$1699

Kahlua 750 ...........................................................$1999

Kendall Jackson Chard 750 ................................$1199

George Duboeuf Cotes du Rhone 750..................$699

Foxhorn Wines 1.5. All Varietals ...........................$799

Open Mon.-Thurs., 9-10; Fri. & Sat., 9-11; Sun., 12-6

This week’s specials

355 Huttleston Ave.
Route 6, Fairhaven

508-990-8724

1926 Purchase St.
New Bedford
508-999-4724

More than 
300 wines to
choose from&

WE LISTEN

WE CARE

WE TAKE ACTION

PONICHTERA DENARDIS P.C.
SINCE 1987

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Divorce & Family Law

Custody

Support & Visitation

Trials & Mediation

Real Estate

Social Security Disab
ility

Criminal

Wills & Estates

Personal Injury

Get the
personal,

experienced
service you
deserve.

- Nos Falamos
Portugues
Ann M.

Ponichtera
De Nardis

Antonio Daniel
P. De Nardis

Call us for your free consultation

508-991-3355
10 Park Place, New Bedford • Free On Site Parking

Visit Us on The Web: www.panddlaw.com

Any large
1-topping

pizza**
**Except seafood

We now have
gluten-free 

crust

$

2off*

Open Daily, 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m. Closed Tues. • Beer & Wine Available
130 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-999-2527

Daily Lunch Specials: 11 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Dinner: 4–9 p.m.

Join us for Sunday Lunch Buffet
11 a.m.–3 p.m. • Perfect for parties and family 

get-togethers: every 11th person FREE
Children under 3 FREE • Eat in or take out

Weekly specials • Check out our beer & wine list

Only$1095

We Deliver: Wed., Thurs., Sat. & Sun. (only)

CELEBRATING 

OUR SIX YEAR

ANNIVERSARY
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FinCom Votes 5-4 to Recommend the One-school Option
By Joyce Rowley

NeighbNews Correspondent
When all was said and done, the

Fairhaven Finance Committee was
about evenly divided over proposed
Article 8, Schematic Design for the
preferred option — consolidation of
Rogers and Wood Schools.

The first vote, for indefinite post -
pone ment, failed 4-5 at the FinCom
meeting on 4/28. The same members,
Padraic Elliott, Sidney Martin,
Theresa Szala and Kathleen Carter,
voted against funding the article, but
it passed 5-4. Chairperson John
Roderiques, Antonio D. DeNardis,
Edward Silva, Scott Fernandes and
Kim Hyland voted in favor. Jennifer
Bishop, Ronald Quintin, and Carl
Bissonnette were absent.

The hour-long debate was not a
public hearing, and was announced
by Chairperson Roderiques as a
discussion only among FinCom
members. Many of the issues had
been discussed at earlier meetings.

Mr. Elliott led by asking what the
implication would be if the article was
voted down. 

“If Town Meeting doesn’t vote the
schematic design, then there’s no
money,” said Mr. Roderiques.

“The $200,000 is already spent?”
asked Mr. Elliott.

Mr. Roderiques read aloud the
article’s language as a proposal “to
raise and appropriate, borrow or
transfer from available funds” a sum
of money for the schematic design.

He said there would have to be
another Town Meeting to appropriate
money for designing a two-school
option. Executive Secretary Jeffrey
Osuch said over $310,000 had been
spent to date on feasibility and
design. Mr. Roderiques asked who
would do the design and under whose
direction if another Town Meeting
were held.

Mr. Elliott answered it would be an
architect under the direction of the
School Building Committee. 

“This is the way the School
Building Committee (SBC) decided to
determine what design to use. They
didn’t conduct studies or focus
groups. They brought it to Town
Meeting,” said Mr. Elliott.

The two members then debated
the ability and willingness of the
Massachusetts School Building
Authority (MSBA) to pay for two
schools, and the fiscal impacts if it

did not. Mr. Elliott said the Town
should let the MSBA decide whether
they would fund two schools.

Mr. Elliott read from MSBA guide -
lines that they were not to be applied
to renovations, but only to new
construction. But Mr. Roderiques said
that applied if this was a one-school
renovation project. The options, he
said, were renovation, renovation
with additions, new school construc -
tion, and redistricting.

“I think everyone here cares about
all the children in the Town. The
problem is we don’t agree on how to
do that,” Mr. Roderiques said.

He handed out copies of the
historic birth rates for Fairhaven for
the past thirty years that he got from
the Town Clerk’s office. On average,
141 children are born every year in
Fairhaven. The average birthrate in
Town for the last ten years is 129.

Those figures are what the MSBA
uses to calculate the number of
children the new or renovated school
has to accommodate. Mr. Roderiques
said the MSBA, at the town’s request,
boosted it another 30, to 370, for the
two elementary schools.

Mr. Elliott argued that MSBA
figures automatically exceeded the
class size capacity from the beginning
by two or three per grade. From class
sizes the discussion turned to the
benefits of small class sizes, with
comparisons to rural schools refuted
as not comparable, and no firm
definition of what was considered a
“small” school. 

When Mr. Roderiques polled the
board for a vote, Mr. DeNardis
weighed in as supporting the SBC’s
decision. 

“I don’t know if we can afford to
throw the dice,” he said of the two-
school option. “I’ve got to go with the
one-school option which has the

extra two rooms with $5 million
savings.”

Mr. Silva also supported the one-
school option, saying he had to
respect SBC Chair Christorpher
Bunnell’s efforts in researching the
options. 

Mr. Fernandes felt it was unfair to
ask his precinct to pay for two
schools.

“You can’t ask my precinct to pay
for your two schools after closing
Oxford School,” he said.

But Mr. Roderiques stopped him,
saying it shouldn’t get personal. He
said the debate was on the merit of
the arguments. Mr. Fernandes stood
by his opinion that one school was
better for the taxpayer.

Mr. Martin raised concerns with
the costs as presented, and believed
that too much emphasis was spent on
designing for reimbursement.

As an engineer, he said he felt the
renova tions could be done for much
less. But even if the architect’s
estimates were used, it was unknown
whether the MSBA would fund it
because they didn’t clarify their
position. He said he did not have
enough information to decide.

“If we have to go to Town Meeting,”
he said, “it’ll be a cost, but it will be
Town Meeting that decides it.”

Ms. Szala said the cost of renovat -
ing Rogers School had to be figured in
before anyone could say a one-school
option would cause less debt. 

“If it cost $9 million, $10 million, or
$3 million [to renovate Rogers School
building], 100% is going to come out
of taxpayers’ pockets. If we’re going
to spend money fixing it, why not
have it as a school?” she asked.

Ms. Carter agreed the cost of
renovating Rogers School should be
brought to the taxpayers with the
one-school option. She said without
it, there wasn’t enough information to
make a decision.

Mr. Elliott wrapped up by reiterat -
ing the MSBA’s failure to clearly state
whether they would fund any part of
a two-school option. He said use of
the third floor of the Rogers School
was not part of the plans, and there
could be a more creative solution to
the problem.

When the vote was over, Mr. Martin
asked if they could present a minority
presentation at Town Meeting and Mr.
Roderiques agreed.

FINCOM: cont’d on page 13

You can’t ask my 
precinct to pay for 

your two schools after 
closing Oxford School

[Scott Fernandes]
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Celebrating 5 Years!

We want to thank all our customers very much 
for making our first five years a success.

111 Main Street • Acushnet • 508-998-3891

Hours: Sun. & Mon., closed; Tues., 9 a.m.– 6 p.m.; Wed., 11 a.m.–5 p.m.; Thurs. & Fri., 9 a.m.–6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.–3 p.m.

INTRODUCING the ammonia-free color line, CHI.
For the month of  April, color OR highlights: $50.00, 

with cut & style included. 
Now through 5/12/11. By appointment only.

Celebrate Spring & Easter with a new you. 

Fincom from page 12
In another matter, Fire Chief

Timothy Francis asked FinCom to
restore $350 in dues and gatherings to
his budget. He presented a list of
grants and equipment the Town
receives as a result of his participa -
tion in various state and county
associations.

It included a $345,000 new police
boat, $70,000 in dive equipment,
$100,000 cascade system for police
and fire departments, and a new
trailer for Board of Health.

The Finance Committee did not
capitulate. Mr. Fernandez said the
$350 could still be covered out of
pocket, which Mr. Francis refused to
do. Mr. DeNardis asked if there was
something that could be cut, which at
first the Fire Chief refused to do.

Mr. Hyland said it was a matter of
consistency. For example, the Chief
listed ten committees and associa -
tions that have monthly meetings. He
asked if Mr. Francis must attend each
meeting every month, and if so, how
there is coverage at the fire station.

Mr. Francis said his deputy covers
for him when he’s out and again
stated the meetings are necessary to

network and bring in grants. He also
said he pays for his own meals at the
monthly meetings, a point that Mr.
Roderiques disputed. Mr. Roderiques
also said it was an across-the-board
policy, and all departments bring
value to the Town. 

Mr. Francis also asked $700 of
unclassified expenses be restored to
his Purchase of Services account.
This money went to food for
firefighters in the event of fires and
catastrophes.

However, Mr. Roderiques said he
saw charges to WB Mason and Staples
under that item. After further
discussion, the committee voted to
allow $150 in general unclassified to
be used for food, and $550 additional
in supplies, noting this was a
justifiable exception to the policy.

While he was there, the Fire Chief
also requested $13,000 be returned to
his salary account from the reserve
fund. Salaries for injured workers are
taken out of the department account
but workers’ compensation reim -
burses the general fund, so there is a
shortfall. The FinCom voted unani -
mously to transfer the funds.

The FinCom also took up the issue
of Article 4, Item 53, contributory
retirement, which they had voted to
increase by $25,000 on April 21st. The
Retirement Board had voted for the
same amount, but the Selectboard
had not agreed.

Mr. Roderiques suggested that the
FinCom amend the vote to allow a
return to the original recommenda-
tion if there was not consensus by
Town Meeting. The amendment
passed 7-2, with Mr. Hyland and Mr.
Silva voting against the measure.

The Hastings Middle School
window replacement bid came in at
$292,530, or $200,000 less than
expected. The Committee voted the
new number in unanimously as an
amendment to last week’s vote on
Article 28 of the Special Town
Meeting warrant.•••

If you are idle be not
solitary; if you are
solitary, be not idle. 

Samuel Johnson
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Ongoing Programs
Call 508-979-4029 for

days and times
A/G Consumer Mediator; Bingo;

Blood sugar and blood pressure
testing; Board Meeting/monthly;
Bridge; Caregiver Support & Edu ca -
tion Group; Computer Training;
Friends of Elderly/ monthly meet ing;
A Grant is available for heating your
home; Grocery Shop ping; Line
Dancing; Live Band; A Matter of
Balance; Medical Transpor tation;
Nutrition Program/meal served;
Osteo porosis class; Outreach Coor -
dinator; PACE Fuel Assistance; Pitch;
Reassurance Program; Shop ping;
Supportive Senior Social Day
Program; Tai Chi; Walking Clubs.

Fairhaven
Recreation Center

Kool Kids Summer
Summer Vacation Registration:

April 30 & May 1st 8am-2pm. Kool
Kids is for children entering first
grade to age 12. Children will have
fun each day by participating in a
variety of sports, games and art
activities. Each session will also
include special themed events.
Children are grouped by the grade
they will enter in the Fall. Don’t miss
out on this great summer program.
Last year’s program was full every
week. Sign up early so we can take
more participants than in years past.

Counselor in
Training Program
In this new program teens 13-16

learn to become summer counselors.
Included in this program is CPR, early
education tips and job interview
skills and much more. CITs will plan
and run a theme day for the summer
Kool Kids program, run games, assist
senior counselors with projects, etc.
Field trips and a pizza lunch every
Friday are included. Program runs for
two-week sessions. Cost per session
$200. You must be at least 13 to
attend this program; no exceptions

Self Defense
Self Defense & Awareness Class: 6

week session on self defense that
teaches situational awareness and
self defense tactics and techniques
for the everyday person. Ages 11-
Adult. Instructor Derk Alves. $125.00
member/$150.Non-member Fridays
5-6:30 pm from 5/6/11-6/10/11

Track & Field
Track& Field Sign Ups
March 30th 8am-2pm

Tennis
ALYSSA NIEMIEC TENNIS

ACADEMY SUMMER 2011 Sign-ups!!!

Open Mon-Thurs, 6 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Fri., 6 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.-

2 p.m.; Closed Sunday • 227
Huttleston Ave, 508-993-9269
http://fairhavenma.virtualtown

hall.net

508-979-4029 • 229 Huttleston Ave
Supportive Senior Day Care Program, 9-3

508-993-9455

Visit our new website at:
http://fairhavenma.virtualtownhall.net/Pages/FairhavenMA_COA/index

Fairhaven Senior Center

With Nancy
May 26: Newport Dinner Train and Tour of Rosecliff Mansion 
June 13, 2011 – The Hamptons & Montauk Point, Long Island. .
Sept. 11: Duck Boat Tours. Boston. Shopping at Quincy Market and Fanuel

Hall
4-DAY TRIP: Mon.–Thurs., Sept. 19-22. Lancaster Show Trip & the Dutch

Country. Insurance for this trip is available, please inquire. 
Reserve your seat for these events. Call Nancy at the Fairhaven Senior Center,

508-979-4029.
With George

Foxwoods, June 27
July 20: Lobster Bake at Captain Jack’s & Mohegan Sun Casino
Aug 17: Newport Playhouse

Call 508.979.4029 or after 3pm George Arruda @ 508.996.6538.

MALL TRIP/WED.:
May 11: Swansea Mall, Seekonk

Plaza 
ENTERTAINMENT:

Every Thurs. dancing w/the
COA Band at 1 p.m.

Upcoming Trips

Seniors, do you 
need help heating 

your home?
1. If you are a senior who lives in

Fairhaven
2. If you qualify for fuel assistance
3. If you have exhausted all other

sources of help (PACE, etc)
4. If you have an unpaid bill for

heating fuel, of any kind.
Take your bill to the Senior

Center, 229 Huttleston Ave, and
you will get some help in paying it.
Save a life: Donate Blood

Red Cross Blood Drive on
Wednesday, May 18, 2:30–7:30 p.m.
at the Fairahven Senior Center, 229
Huttleston Ave., Fairhaven.

New at the 
Senior Center

Beginning May 12th Every Tues.
and Thurs., 9:30-11:30 any
Fairhaven senior or caregiver of a
senior will be able to meet with
the nurse Lisa Russell RN, by
appointment or walk-in. This
endeavor is a partnership with the
Fairhaven Council on Aging/Senior
Center, Community Nurse and
Hospice Care, Visiting Nurse
Association of Fairhaven to create
a Senior Health and Wellness
Center. 

MALL TRIPS: MAY 2011
5/18: Providence Place Mall and

Whole Foods
5/25: Silver City Galleria, Kohls, & Target

June
6/1: South Shore Plaza
6/8: Wrentham Village
6/15: Hyannis Mall, XMass Tree Shop
and Trader Joes 
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OUR NEWLY RENOVATED FACILITY INCLUDES:

Please call for a tour. We’re sure that when you visit us,
you’ll want to make Alden Court your place to spend

your short or long-term stay! (508) 991-8600

Nursing Care and Rehabilitation Center
389 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719 • 508-991-8600

Having Elective Surgery?
Before you check in, check us out for post-op care.

We provide top-notch rehabilitative care after surgery.

From our home to your home...
We don’t think of ourselves as
a nursing home, and our
atmosphere proves it. We
are a home to our residents,

and we provide everything
you need to feel comfortable,
engaged and entertained
during your short-term stay.

Media Room, Computer with
On-Line Access, Full Service
Salon, Beautiful Courtyard,
Variety of Therapeutic and

Social Activities, Library,
7 days a Week Rehab
Services, and Friendly and
Caring Staff.

730-46777

You deserve the best

Many senior living communities talk about quality, 
but at Atria Fairhaven, it’s the cornerstone of what 

we do. With strict standards in place to ensure 
the highest quality lifestyle possible, you can 

rest assured that Atria’s commitment to you is a 
commitment to excellence.

ATRIA FAIRHAVEN

391 Alden Road | Fairhaven, Massachusetts 
508.994.9238 | www.atriafairhaven.net

Call today to schedule a visit!
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A simple ad
just to say: I truly enjoy

reading the Neighb News
every week!
from Louise Dupre
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Public tours new cancer center in Fairhaven
Beth David

Editor
With lots of “oohs, aahs” and “I

hope I never have to use it,” floating
around the building, the new
Southcoast Centers for Cancer Care
opened to the public on Saturday,
April 30. A steady stream of visitors
toured the sprawling 56,000 square
foot, two-story building on Mill Road
in Fairhaven. It boasts the newest and
best equipment available in the fight
against cancer, yet is designed to be a
“retreat-like setting.”

The star attraction of the building
is the Linear Accelerator (Linac), a
state-of-the-art radiation therapy
machine that can deliver low dose
radiation treatments or radiation
surgery (radiosurgery).

“This machine can do it all,” said
Deborah, who explained the details to
the public.

The $5 million Linac can also take
CT images to help with positioning of
the radia tion beam. Imaging systems
in the ceiling and floor allow for
micro scopic accuracy.

The “gantry” is the part of the
machine that can move 360 degrees
to position the beam exactly. The
patient “couch” also rotates 180
degrees, and tips 6 degrees.

“It can pitch, roll, and yaw,” said
Deborah. 

The facility is designed to be
welcoming and calming to patients,
while still delivering the highest in
technological advances.

“It’s a beautiful retreat, everything
is under one roof,” said Dr. Elizabeth
Blanchard, a medical oncologist who
will be running clinical trials at the
facility. She said oncology patients
spend a lot of time at their various
medical facilities at a very difficult
time in their lives. “For them to have

these amenities in
such a difficult time of
life is wonderful.”

Some of those
amenities and con -
veniences include a
specialty suite, where
patients can see more
than one specialist in
one visit and at the
same place. Artwork
throughout the build -
ing is by local artists
and includes water
colors and sculptures.
Outside is a small
flower garden for
sitting.

The infusion room,
where patients get
chemotherapy, is
designed for patients to have privacy
or socialize with other patients. Each
room has extra chairs for family
members and a flat-screen TV.

A “green roof” has planted material
on it that gives chemo patients more
to look at than asphalt, reduces heat
build-up in the building, and provides
rainwater absorption. The building
has other “green” elements, including
special roofing, window glazing, and
lighting controls.

“It’s mind-boggling to have this
here. We had no idea that this was
like this,” said Ann Ayers of
Rochester. “It’s astounding. It’s like an
art gallery.

Ms. Ayers was touring the building
with her friend Jackie Crocker, who
has breast cancer. 

“I think it’s amazing. It’s state-of-
the art,” said Ms. Crocker. “I’ve been
to some pretty nifty rooms in my
travels, but these take the cake.”

“Why would you go anywhere
else?” asked Ms. Ayers.

The facility will
be the only com -
prehensive pro -
vider of oncology
services from
Fair haven to the
Cape. 

“It’s beautiful.
We’ve come a
long way,” said
Louise Sylvia of
Marion, who has
relatives with
cancer.

Herb and
Shirley Hunter of

Fairhaven have been happy with the
care Shirley received for her breast
cancer at St. Anne’s in Fall River, but
they could not resist checking out the
new facility.

“It’s so much closer,” said Shirley.
“Hopefully, we won’t have to come
here.”

The center will also do clinical
research and clinical trials for
patients who have exhausted all their
current protocols.

“It’s so far advanced just from a
few years ago,” said Richard Clark of
Fairhaven. “It’s so patient oriented.”

“I’m amazed at the technology,”
said his wife Diane. 

The building has a resource library
that will be open to the public and
allow access to specialized medical
information; a café with a menu
designed with cancer patients in
mind, including sandwiches with
hormone-free deli meats; a con -
ference room with video conferencing
capabilities; separate changing rooms
for men and women; CT scanner,
PET/CT scanner, and X-Rays. 

Fairhaven Superintendent of
Schools Robert Baldwin also
attended the open house. He said the
high school does not have an
arrangement with the facility for
school-to-career programs...yet.

He said it was definitely good for
students to have the facility in town.

“Absolutely, from our perspective,”
he said. “We are always trying to
create school-to-career programs,
and internships. But Allied Health
professions? Yes.”

CANCER: cont’d on page 22

ABOVE: the “green” roof has planted material, giving chemo
patients something green to look at. It also reduces heat
build-up and provides additional rainwater absorption.
BELOW: The infusion chairs, where cancer patients get
chemotherapy, are spacious, light, and comfortable. They all
have flat screen TVs and patients can have privacy or
socialize with other patients. Photos this page by Beth David.
See them in color at www.NeighbNews.com. Find us on
Facebook for more photos of this event.
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MSBA responds to criticism
This letter was sent to 
Fairhaven town and 

school officials on 4/28/11.
The Massachusetts School Build -

ing Authority has been pleased to
work with the Town of Fairhaven
since the MSBA Board of Directors
invited the District’s priority school,
the Rogers Elementary School, into
its capital pipeline for a feasibility
study in November 2007. The MSBA is
confused and troubled by the
statements made in The Standard
Times recently that the MSBA is “non-
responsive”.

Since November 2007, the MSBA
has been working with the District to
better understand its needs and the
existing conditions of its school
facilities. The MSBA has understood
from the District that the community
faced a challenge to design a cost-
effective project that would meet the
educational needs of its K to 5
enrollment. The District has made
clear that the proposed project would
need to address both the divergent
community opinions on maintaining
neighborhood schools and the
concerns regarding the restoration of
the historical Rogers Elementary
School.

These challenges not only affect
the options for a cost-effective capital
project but also requires, as do all
MSBA projects, a review of the opera -
tional budget for the proposed options.

For the last 12 months, and before
the feasibility study had even begun,
the District has repeatedly requested
that the MSBA outright declare to
Fairhaven two things: first, that the
MSBA would only fund one project,
not two; and second, that the MSBA
would not support a proposed
project for less than 300 students. 

The MSBA would never make a

statement like that without having
studied the options through a
feasibility study — the purpose of
which is for the District to work with
its consultants to study various
options and provide the analyses
necessary to inform the most cost-
effective and educationally appropri -
ate solution.

If the feasibility study shows
viability for two projects that
represent the most cost-effective and
educationally appropriate solution,
the MSBA will discuss this result with
the District. As your Owner’s Project
Manager undoubtedly knows, any
feasibility study funded in part by the
MSBA must include a robust analysis
of no-build, add-reno, and new
options as required by the MSBA’s
regulations, the District’s Feasibility

Study Agreement with the MSBA
dated August 12, 2010 and the Module
3 — Feasibility Study guidelines,
published July 2010.

The MSBA has strongly empha -
sized that the District’s feasibility
study needed to include an option
which would compare addition/
renovation options for two schools
(Rogers and Wood) to a new
construction option as potential
solutions to the District’s issues.

Options cannot
be ruled out until
the feasibility
study is complete,
and only with this
i n f o r m a t i o n
would the District
be able to make a
decision and vote
to forward to the
MSBA its recom -
mendation for a
preferred solu -
tion.

The District
has presented to

the MSBA a clear preference for a new
building for many months, and the
MSBA has not yet agreed to this
solution because the complete
feasibility study results have been
only submitted to the MSBA in the
past ten days. 

The MSBA has a one-project-per-
district rule, but in cases where a
feasibility study has concluded that a
multiple school solution is
appropriate and cost-effective, this
has also been considered. 

It is truly disappointing to see how
much miscommunication has occurred
regarding the study of this project.

MSBA staff is reviewing the
complete feasibility study submittal,
which we received on April 15, 2011
after having received inadequate
information from the District earlier
in April, despite having met on March
25th to discuss the project and
requirements for the feasibility study
submission.

Only after a thorough review of this
submittal will the MSBA be able to
issue comments on the District’s
recommendation. We look forward to
providing comments on the District’s
submittal.

In the meantime, however, the
District must complete the local
actions and approvals form sent on
April 20, 2011 to illustrate the commu -
nity outreach it has conducted to
date. Also, the District and its
Designer and Owner’s Project
Manager must present the feasibility
study and recommendations at a
Facilities Assessment Subcommittee,
as scheduled by the MSBA. The
District’s presentation at a Facilities
Assessment Subcommittee will be the
first time the Board of Directors has
an opportunity to see the preferred
solution recommended by the
District and provides an important
opportunity for the District to
present its educational program and
the analysis of the preliminary alter -
natives studied as well as address any
questions raised by the MSBA.

I look forward to continued
collaboration with you as we advance
the proposed Rogers Elementary
School project through the MSBA
process. Please feel free to contact
me or your Field Coordinator,
Brendan Melican, at 617-720-4466
should you have any questions.

Mary Pichetti
Director of Capital Planning, MSBA

It is truly disappointing 
to see how much

miscommunication has
occurred regarding the
study of this project.
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Chocolate Works

Call for information about our gum paste and
fondant class. Begins May 2. 

Must pre-register
1849 Acushnet Ave. • New Bedford • 508-998-2672

Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 10-5:30; Sat., 9-4; Closed Wed. & Sun.

Large Selection of
Candy Molds, Cupcake and 
Cake Decorating Supplies

Munchkin Mania
The Consignment Store for 

Children & The Mother-To-Be
(Located in the rear of the Acushnet Plaza)
132 S. Main Street, Acushnet, MA 02743

(508) 995-1626

Follow us on Facebook:
Store Hours: Closed Sun. & Mon.; Tues., 10-7; Wed. & Thurs., 10-5; 

Fri., 10-6; Sat., 9-4.

MOTHER-TO-BE $ALE
20% OFF All Regular-Priced Maternity Wear

Now thru Mother’s Day.
NEW SPRING/SUMMER ITEMS ARRIVING DAILY

Sizes from Newborn to Boys/Girls Sizes 16/18 
Maternity Wear • Baby Accessories • Toys & Books

NOW ACCEPTING: Summer consignments, by appointment only

Caroline D. Percy
Marcoux

Graduate Gemologist, Goldsmith

Since 1982

114 Balsam St., Fairhaven • 508-961-0068

Custom designed
with Louise in

mind.

Jewelry Repairs • Custom Designed Jewelry
Gem Testing Lab

Call today for an appointment.
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Atria volunteers recognized Atria holds Red Sox party

April was National Volunteer Appreciation Month and Atria
Fairhaven honored these wonderful ladies, L-R, Pat Broadland,
Lillian Desrosiers, Germaine St Gelais, Christina Lindh. Submitted
photo. See it in color at www.NeighbNews.com

Painting • Siding • Decks 
Repairs • Rebuilds

Specializing in interior & exterior painting
In business 25 years • Call 774-451-8420

General Home Improvement

379 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven
Near Yiayia’s Pizza

Hot Coffee
Beer & Wine 

Lottery
Groceries

Hours: 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
every day

508-990-1127

Opening day Red Sox Party at Atria Fairhaven. L-R: Toni Byrne,
Marjorie Weinstein & Shirley Ryan. Submitted photo. See it in color
at www.NeighbNews.com
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Ray’s Take-Out
Located at Surf ‘n’ Turfs

164 South Main Street • Acushnet
508-933-3112

Open Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–7 p.m.

This Week’s
Specials

Credit Cards Accepted

Good Portions,
Good Food,
Good Prices

Fried Clam Plate: $9.95
Fried Clam Roll: $7.95

Fish Sandwich w/Fries: $5.95
Hot Wings w/Fries: $5.95

Try our Clam Cakes
Chowder

Clamboil Stew
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Letters to the editor
Letter Carrier Food Drive

coming up fast
Have you ever been hungry?
I’m not talking about the type of

hunger that goes away after you
reach for a sandwich or when you eat
one of three meals that you have in a
course of a day. And, not the type of
hunger you experience when you're
on a diet trying to lose weight.

No. The type of hunger I’m talking
about is the type of hunger that stays
with you because you need to ration
what you eat because of your finan -
cial situation. In this case, these folks
need to choose between heating their
homes, buying gas to get to work,
clothing for their children, buying
medicine and paying medical bills,
heating their homes and the list goes
on, or eating to you heart’s content.

Unfortunately, a lot of these folks
can’t apply for aid because they’re
over the threshold financially.

This scenario I’ve just mentioned
isn’t about people in foreign lands;
although we both know there are
plenty of them that need help. I’m
mentioning people in our own
community, possibly your own
neighbors, who are struggling in this
economy trying to make ends meet.

To prove my assertions, you just
have to look at all the many food
pantries that have cropped up over
the years. These pantries are where
the less fortunate can go to get help.

But in order to supply these needy
families with much needed food, the
supply train needs to continue on a
weekly basis from generous donors
from all over.

One of the ways to do this is to
participate in local food drives and
fund raisers that are in your area from
time to time. One such food drive in
particular that is coming up on
Saturday, May 14, has been
sponsored by the Postal Service for
the past 18 years called, “STAMP OUT
HUNGER.” 

This food drive has netted over 1
billion pounds since its inception.
This yearly venture combines the U.S.
Postal Service, the National Associa -
tion of Letter Carriers, the National
Rural Letter Carriers Association, the
United Way Worldwide and the AFL-
CIO's Commu nity Services to name a
few of the participating agencies.

This food drive has got to be the
easiest way someone can donate food
to the needy. You need only to put out

food on your porch or by your mail -
box and your letter carrier and their
helpers will do the rest. Last year,
nationally, 77.1 million pounds of food
were picked up, making this the
nation’s largest one day food drive.

I’ve been a proud member of the
Postal Service delivering mail for the
past 30 years in North Fairhaven. It
truly makes my heart feel good, as
well as my fellow letter carriers, to
see the generosity of the kind people
along our routes who leave bags of
food for us at this time of year.

I challenge anyone who hasn’t
donated anything to this food drive to
simply put out one or two cans of
non-perishable food on that morning
and help make this year even better.

Every postal patron will be
reminded of this upcoming event with
the help of a postcard you’ll receive
in your mail a few days before,
courtesy from the Campbell Soup Co.
Campbell Soup is a major corporate
sponsor who supplies postcards,
magazines and newspaper advertise -
ment pro mot ing this food drive, and
will also earmark an additional one
million pounds of canned food.

We can do this folks. We can
muster our love and caring for the
less fortunate and make this 19th
year of “STAMP OUT HUNGER” a huge
success. Put your non-perishable
food out for your letter carrier on
Saturday, May 14.

Remember, we are all in this
together.

Gerry Payette, Fairhaven
High salaries do not always

equal better talent
I, like most people in Fairhaven,

have read about the size of the raises
the Fairhaven School Administrators
are still receiving. How in this
economic environment, when so
many hard working, intelligent
individuals are losing their jobs
through no fault of their own, are we
still giving out 3% or higher raises?

In an article in the newspaper, the
Fairhaven School Superintendent
states, “a boost in administrative
salaries is necessary to retain talent.”

Frankly, I have heard these same
arguments on Wall Street for years
leading up to the economic collaps of
2008. This argument is a big canard.
There is no empirical evidence that
suggests paying the highest salaries
retais talent. 

For example, Warren Buffet does

not pay his employees the best
salaries, yet he retains some of the
best talent in the industry. Private
industry has not given out much in
the way of raises over the past few
years, yet they still retain great talent.

Frankly, in this economic environ -
ment, the empirical evidence is to the
contrary, the supply of educated,
talented professionals for outpaces
demand. 

Also, please save the argument
that we have to pay what other
communities are giving. No two
communities are the same. Whether
they are measured in terms of size,
age, population or per capita income,
we are all different.

In addition, I do not htink it is wize
to compare Fairhaven to other towns
which are in much worse financial
condition than we are. A town should
only pay what it can afford, and I do
not believe Fairhaven can afford the
sizes of these raises any longer.

Finally, when many of these
administrators reitre they will be
receiving 80% of their salaries as their
yearly pensions. In can tell you today
that with the amount they contribute
to their retirement and the increased
longevity of life, the retirement
system will not be solvent. The
actuarials that are currently being
used are incorrect and in time its
massive flaws will be exposed. 

The good news is, the system can
be saved if we start making the
correct changes.

Let’s start by stopping the
excessive raises.

Mark Badwey, Fairhaven
Town Meeting member to

vote for one-school design
On Saturday May 7th hundreds of

our friends and neighbors will gather
at Town Meeting to make the difficult
choices that determine the future
direction of Fairhaven. The hottest
topic is likely to be Article 8 of the
Special Town Meeting, a petition from
the School Committee for $200,000
for a new school schematic design.

I’ll be one of those hundreds who
will be voting that morning and I can
say with complete certainty that,
regardless of what I hear or read
during the next few days, I will be
voting in favor of the expenditure for
that schematic design.

As someone who has volunteered
and worked in our elementary

LETTERS: cont’d on page 31



Chasing Tornados — 
The Ultimate Extreme — 

and you’re invited
By MLBaron

The West Island Weather Station
F5 Tours, Inc. doesn’t take you in a

chubby bus with long vertical windows
to see dead movie stars’ homes or
“Old Faithful.” You would be cramped
inside a storm chasing vehicle with
storm spotters and tornado chasers
headed right for trouble.

“We remove that anxiety and put
you in a situation where you can
learn how to chase in comfort. It
takes a special kind of person to want
to go on a storm chase,” says Andrew
Revering, CEO of F5 Tours, Inc.

“Our extreme winter is setting the
stage for a record breaking tornado
season,” said the veteran storm chaser.

You know you’re in for some
excitement when the tour guide asks
you to sign a waiver and fill out a next
of kin information card. 

The company web site (http://
www.f5tours.com/index.php or west
islandweather.com) has more details
and booking informa tion. I’ll gladly
post your video and photos on
westislandweather.com when you
come back. 

If you saw TWISTER, a movie about
a bunch of weather nerds (nut cases)
chasing tornadoes, it was not totally
far fetched. A tornado can defy the
laws of gravity with unbelievable
catastrophic impact, however, some
exaggerated special effects in this
movie insulted everyone’s intelli -

gence. This is the kind of movie that
the case becomes more useful for the
VHS home movies you just trans -
ferred to DVD.

The most outrageous scenes
included a tanker truck suspended in
mid air then exploding a few yards
away; a cow slowly hovering by the
chaser’s windshield — mooing along —
and then another cow. Later we found
out it was the same cow.

The chaser’s truck crashing
through every room of a rolling house
and smashing out the other side
showed 4x4’s could do anything. If
this movie couldn’t get any
dumber — Bill and “Jo” — divorcing
storm chasers run for their lives as a
huge F5 Tornado bears down on them
in a corn field. They ended up in a
barn and decided it’s not safe.

They find a long leather strap and
secure themselves outside to a water
pipe in a shed. The tornado blew
away the shed and spun right over
the couple as they went horizontal
(hmmm) in the 150MPH wind.

Then through all the blinding
sandblasted debris; Jo, with eyes
wide open, looks up into the center of
the tornado and sees the blue sky and
sun breaking through.

As the twister heads away, debris,
boards and shingles keep falling from
the sky. Bill and Jo are OK as their
fellow storm chasers come to the
rescue.

You could say
that some of the
movie was based
on eyewitness ac -
counts from those
who where “last-
call” customers at
The Bayside
Lounge.

But seriously,
an EF5 tornado
like those that
recently occurred
down south re -
moves everything
in its path...
everything. If you
are not under -
ground for safety
in the path of one

of these, you will leave this earth in a
most violent way.

There are indeed storm chasers
who pursue tornadoes and provide
important life-saving data and
informa tion to The National Weather
Service and they invite you to go along!

After the chase, Tornado Tourists
are given a free F5 Tours T-Shirt and a
DVD of their near death experience.

Forecast
Friday: Mostly Cloudy. Hi: 61

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy. Lo: 45 
Saturday: Highs in the lower 60s.

Saturday Night: Lows in the mid 40s.
Sunday: Highs in the upper 50s.

Chance Of Showers. Hi: 59 Lo: 45 Sun.:
Mostly cloudy with a 40% chance of
showers. Lows in the mid 40s.

Monday: Chance Of Showers. Hi:
59 Lo: 45 Mostly cloudy with a 40%
chance of showers. Monday Night:
Partly Cloudy. Low: 48

Tuesday: Partly Cloudy. High: 55
Tues. Night: Mostly Cloudy With Scat -
tered Light Showers Possible. Low: 51 

Wednesday: Mostly Cloudy. High:
59. Wed. Night: Cloudy With A Light
Shower Possible. Low: 51 

Ocean temp: 55 degrees. Hurricane
Season: 26 days. Summer: 46 Days.

Appreciate ML’s 
Weather Eye?

Help support the WIWS by donating
through our secure website. All major
credit cards accepted. 
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A weekly weather report from ML
Baron of the West Island Weather
Station: westislandweather.com

ML’s Eye on 
the Weather

Moby Dick Marina

2 River Ave. • Fairhaven • 508-994-1133 • www.mobydickmarina.com

Arion Anezis

John Zolotas

Indoor rack

Storage Available

Boat Slips
Available:

Starting at
$75/foot

We have WiFi

Pine Grove Chiropractic
Personalized Healthcare

Dr. Carol Duphily
Massage Therapists on staff/Acupuncture

508-998-8444
934 Ashley Boulevard • New Bedford

The Laurie Lee, a Fairhaven lobster boat, is framed by the gangway
as it pulls out from Hoppy's Landing. The vessel, with a crew of
two, headed out on Monday, 5/2, to lay out traps in a choppy sea.
The Laurie Lee is named after the Captain’s wife, a common
practice for local fishing vessels. Photo by ML Baron. See it in color
at www.NeighbNews.com
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NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS

*= Predicted minus tides from -0.1 ft. to -1.0 ft
**Predicted minus tides from -1.1 ft to -2.0 ft or more

TIDE TABLE
US Army Corps of Engineers
Cape Cod Canal/Wing’s Neck

HIGH LOW
a.m. p.m.  a.m. p.m.

May
2011 each year is to have every senior walk

away with a raffle prize at the end of
the night. As of right now there are
not enough funds to give each GNB
Voc-Tech senior a raffle prize.

Donations of raffle prizes, which
can range from gift certificates, to gas
cards and cash donations, are needed
to help make this After Prom a
success.

The After Prom Committee is still
looking for a car to be given away to
one of our lucky seniors who attends
the After Prom! If you are thinking
about buying a new car, we will be
happy to take your old one off your
hands! 

Volunteers are also needed to help
out at this year’s After Prom,

Thursday May 26th. Volunteers are
needed to check in students, work
the food station, security (covering
exits), the game area, and general
volunteers. A CORI form must be
completed as soon as possible and
volunteers must attend a mandatory
meeting on Tuesday May 17th at
6:30pm in the GNB Voc-Tech cafeteria.
Sun Kissed Tanning sends a group of
employees each year to volunteer. Do
you have a small group of employees
or friends? Eighty volunteers are
needed to run this event.

For more information on how you
can help, contact Jennifer Gaspar at
jgaspar@gnbvt.edu or Heidi Walsh at
508-998-3221 ext 764.

Please see visit www.gnbafter
prom.com for more information. •••

PROM: cont’d from page3

PLACE A CLASSIFIIED AD IN THE NEIGHB
NEWS: Only $5 for three lines. Call Beth at 508-
979-5593.

APPLIANCE REPAIR
Low rates. Work guaranteed. • Washers • Dryers
• Stoves • Dishwashers & more. 508-954-5277.

ODD JOBS • SMALL JOBS
Painting, carpentry, organizing, etc.

Call George 508-801-6743

SEWING ALTERATIONS: Reasonably priced,
expertly done. Acushnet. Call 508-995-0985 or
508-542-6262 (cell).  ongoing

CATERING for parties, graduations and
everything else. Enjoy your own party, let us do
the work. Call 774-644-6586.      ongoing

FINE FURNITURE RESTORA TION
Free Estimates, 13 Years’ Experience.

Veneering, Hand Rubbed Finishing.
Do your heirloom antiques need some TLC?

Call Michael, 508-997-1079.
Hand Crafted Custom Furniture

www.floatingstonewoodworks.com

WAYNE ELECTRIC & ALARMS: Security
Systems and Fire Alarms, 24-Hour Alarm
Monitoring, Security Cameras and Lighting,
Electrical Contracting, 35 Years Experience.
508-997-5600 * 508-758-3068   4/28

PAUL’S PAINT. Exterior and interior painting.
Great prices. Pressure washing, also. Many
references available. Call 508-961-7350.   6/30

EXPERIENCED PLUMBER: For all your
plumbing needs. Lic. #PL31859-J. Call
Raymond, 508-958-0925.   5/19

FULL LANDSCAPING
5/12 Call Lionel, 508-989-7038  5/12

J&J PET & HOUSE SITTING. Keep your pet
safe & happy with us! Mother-daughter team.
Call 774-628-9037. References.  ongoing

FREE SCRAP PICK-UP
4/21 Ask for Steve: 508-997-7266  4/21

RON’S LAWN MAINTENANCE Lawns cut &
trimmed, weeding, mulching, hedges, gardens
roto-tilled, clean-ups. Experienced & insured.
Dedicated to a job well done! Free estimates.
Ron, 774-451-4521.   6/30

APARTMENT FOR RENT: 2nd floor, in Fairhaven
on Main Street; 6 rms; 3 BR. Off street parking.
$800+ utils. No smoking. Call 774-313-9160.  5/26

SPRING CLEANING? HAVING A YARD SALE:
Run a classfieid ad in the Neighb News. Only $5
for three lines. Call Beth at 508-979-5593.

DIFFICULT & UNUSUAL carpentry, furniture
repair and refinishing, antique repairs. Unusual
jobs a specialty. Call Tom, 508-999-1517.  5/6

FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976
Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems.

Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm
monitoring and FREE MONITORING.

Replace your old alarm system with a new
system for as little as $299 Complete

FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633

SEMI-RETIRED ELECTRICIAN:
40 years experience. Lic. #E21920.

Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty.
Upgrade your service with circuit breakers.

Paul Days          508-965-7446.

ALL-PHASE HOME IMPROVEMENT Additions,
Remodeling. Licensed. We do it all, just give us
a call. Lionel Garcia, 508-989-7038.  5/5

BOB’S LAWN SERVICE Yards clean, grass
cutting, mulching, new lawns installed, Bobcat
service, trees & bushes pruned, lawns fertilized,
gardens planted, dump runs, loam/fill/gravel.
Located at Staffon’s Greenhouse, 124 Alden
Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719; Business line: 508-
997-9259; cell, 774-263-4002. 

CARPET BINDING &
6/2 INSTALLATION 6/2

ARDe carpeting, 508-863-3550, Paul Debortoli.

DANA’S LAWN SERVICE, 508-642-2118:
Retired teacher/coach. 25 years’ experience
land scaping. Or email dana02719@yahoo.com

BOAT FOR SALE. 26’ Stamas Cruiser. Fully
equipped. $6500. Willing to barter for plumbing
or carpentry. Call 508-961-8830.   5/26

Board of Public Works
Sat., 5/7, Middle School, 8:15 a.m.
Conservation Commission

Mon., 5/9 Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Finance Committee

Thurs., 5/7, Arsene St., 7 p.m.
Sat., 5/7, Middle School, 8 a.m.

School Committee
Sat., 5/7, Middle School, 8 a.m.
Wed., 5/11, FHS Library, 6:30

Selectboard
Sat., 5/7, Middle School, 8:00 a.m.

Mon., 5/9, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Town Meeting

Sat., 5/7, Hastings Middle, 9 a.m.

Fairhaven Meetings

The open house also had some fun
activities: free refreshments, trail mix,
and a goody bag for all takers. Those
who got their cards stamped in each
area could enter a raffle for an Apple
iPad 2. A photo booth allowed free
pictures with funny hats and fuzzy
boas.

“It’s welcoming for both family and
patient,” said cancer patient Paulette
Sanchez of Fall River after she shed
her hat and boa. 

“It’s comforting. It’s bright. It’s
shiny. That’s what you need,” she
said. “You need something to cheer
you up.”

She said the photo booth was also
just the right medicine.

“Where else can you go and have  a
miserable disease and smile?”

The facility is scheduled to open
this summer. •••

CANCER: cont’d on page 22
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Fairhaven Lumber Co.
508-993-2611

120 Alden Road • Fairhaven, MA

Visit Our Showroom

GRANITETOPSstarting at$1995
sq. ft.

Kitchens
To Fit
Your

Lifestyle
& 

Budget

FULL SERVICE COMPUTERIZED
KITCHEN PLANNING

FREE IN-HOME MEASUREMENT
SERVICE

FINE CABINETRY IN AS LITTLE AS
3 DAYS

CUSTOM CABINETS & COUNTERTOPS

Scouts hold annual Pine Derby

Voted Fairhaven’s
#1 Breakfast &

Lunch Restaurant
“A Unique Combination of 

Fine Dining and Home Cooking”

Check Out Our Daily Specials

THURSDAY
79¢ Coffee

Order any
breakfast from 

the menu & 
coffee is only 79¢

Limit one per customer.
Please present coupon 

before ordering. Ex. 5/20/11

FRIDAY
Lobster

Roll
$895

Please present coupon 
before ordering. Exp. 5/20/11

SATURDAY

SAVE $2
off Lunch with
purchase of $10

or more
Please present coupon 

before ordering.
Exp. 5/20/11

Lunch Mon.–Sat. • Breakfast 7 days/week • Open 5 a.m.
270 Huttleston Ave./Route 6, Fairhaven Lifestyles Plaza

Serving breakfast all day

We honor all
competitors’ ads

The Fairhaven Boy Scouts held their annual pine derby race on April 3, at Troop 52’s headquarters at St. Mary’s Church in Fairhaven.
Scouts have to make a pinewood car to strict specifications. It cannot be heavier than 5 ounces. TOP LEFT: the cars line up for heat.
BOTTOM LEFT, L-R: Cullin Tate, Cory Furtado and Owen Gallagher root for their cars. TOP RIGHT: the cars a mere blur as they race to
the finish line. BOTTOM RIGHT, Back Row, L-R:  Kevin Dorgan, Bob Dorgan; The Winners: Brice Vargas, first place; Sam Vieira, second
place; Eagan Cabral, third place; Owen Gallagher fourth. Photos by Heidi Winnett. See them in color at www.NeighbNews.com
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ETHICS: cont’d from page 4
where an official can be removed, but
not usually on the local level.

If bribery is alleged, the Ethics
Commission will normally coordinate
with the Attorney General’s office to
determine whether the matter is
investigated as a criminal or civil
matter. Penalties for criminal viola -
tions are steeper — up to $100,000
and 10 years in jail.

Minor violations are resolved
confidentially; the Commission pro -
vides the public employee education
on requirements of the conflict of
interest law.

In fact, public education is a key
component of the law. Within 30 days
of election or appointment, the
municipality is required to distribute
summary documents on how the law
applies. Also, within that same 30
days, every elected or appointed
official must complete online training
on the Ethics Commission website.

Although the online training is
geared towards state employees, Mr.
Giannotti said the conflict of interest
principles are the same for all public
employees. But the rules are complex,
so he strongly recommends calling
the Commission with questions.

“It’s not worth the aggravation or
the monetary sanctions to go through
the process, so call first,” Mr.
Giannotti said. 

Fairhaven Finance Committee
Chairperson John Roderiques agreed.

“When in doubt, don’t vote,” he
said. The law is not always clear, so
he recommends recusal. “It’s not
worth getting in trouble over.”

Fairhaven Selectboard Chairper -
son Michael Silvia said that he always
leaves the room when recusing
himself rather than staying at the
table. As an example, he said when
Homecoming comes before the
Selectboard, he recuses himself
because he is a past president of the
Fairhaven Improvement Association.
That organization’s by-laws allows
past presidents to sit on the board of
directors, so he feels there is a
conflict of interest.

“If you recuse yourself, get up and
walk out of the room,” said Executive
Secretary Jeffrey Osuch. Staying at
the table can invite a complaint.

Mr. Osuch noted there are excep -
tions to the recusals, as when there
are not enough members on a board
and a 2/3 vote is required. With a five-
member board, if more than one

person has to recuse themselves, it
can prevent the board from acting.

Recently re-elected Planning Board
Chairperson Wayne Hayward voiced
the same concern. With eight
members on the Planning Board, it
takes six members to vote a special
permit under MGL 40A. If two
members are absent, then all six must
vote.

He said the chairperson could
request a recusing member to
disclose their conflict and vote under
a “rule of necessity.” However, the
recusing member would still have his
or her own obligation to seek a legal
opinion from either the State Ethics
Commission or Town Counsel. 

Geoffrey Haworth, BPW chairper -
son, said he is always very careful
when reviewing matters for a conflict
of interest.

“I’m a contractor and I’m on the
BPW,” said Mr.  Haworth. “There may
be conflicts of interest because of
what I do for work. So I always use
caution if a client I’ve worked for
previously comes before the board.” 

He said that it is the same with his
board members.

“It is their duty
to come forward
and recuse them -
selves if they have
a conflict,” he
said.

Mr. Haworth
also said he knew
that no sitting
board member
has ever been
found guilty of an
ethics violation.

Town Clerk
Eileen Lowney
said she
distributes a
summary of the
ethics law to all
public employees
shortly after
elections. Not
only the board
and commission
members receive
it, but all paid
employees as
well. The sum -
mary includes a
signature sheet,
which is returned
to her. She also
retains the online

training certificates from all public
employees.  

All of the officials contacted
remem bered the online training. No
one recalled receiving annual sum -
mary documents after being elected.
Those who had taken the evening
seminar presented by the Ethics
Commission two years ago remem -
bered it as a good experience.

“It was more interactive,” said Mr.
Silvia. “You could ask questions.”

The law can be found at www.
mass.gov/ethics by clicking on the
section for “Laws, regulations and
forms” and then on “Information
about the Conflict of Interest Law.”

And be sure to try the online
test — it’s fun!

Find the test under Education &
Training Resources, click mandatory
education requirements and then
online training program.

56 Goulart Mem. Dr. (Causeway Road) at Earl’s Marina • Fairhaven
508-993-3434 • www.EarlsMarina.com • Visit us on Facebook!

A truly unique
experience.

Kitchen Open noon–8 p.m. STARTING
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

Entertainment Schedule:
Starts Memorial Day Weekend

Friday, 5/27: J Kelley Band, 8-Mid.
Sat., 5/28: Shipyard Wreck, 8-Mid.

Sun., 5/29: Chris Richard solo, 8-Mid.
Mon., 5/30/Memorial Day: 

Neal McCarthy, 1:30-5:30 p.m.

Sneak Preview Opening
Check out our renovated digs 
before the crowds get here!

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 5/13–15
Open Noon to 8 p.m.

GRAND
Opening

Memorial Day Weekend:
Thurs.–Sun., 5/26–29

Facts are 
stubborn things

Alain René Le Sage
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Cat Country 98.1 - FM WCTK
ESPN RADIO on

WNBH~1340 - AM
WLKW~1450 - AM

You know us,
we know sports!

Olympia Building • 888 Purchase Street • Suite 212
New Bedford • MA 02740

Office # 508-979-8003
Fax # 508-979-8009
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Salaries of town employees; cont’d to next page
By Beth David

Editor
With Town Meeting scheduled for

Saturday, 5/7, it is time for our
annual publishing of town em -
ployee salaries as they appear in
the Fairhaven Finance Committee’s
report to town meeting. The list on
pages 26–30 has been scanned
directly from that report. The
amounts listed are actual dollars
paid to employees from Jan. 1, 2010
through 12/31/10.

Last week we ran an article on
the salaries and contracts of the
town’s top administrators. As a
follow-up to that, we would like to
make a few additions/clarifications.

An astute reader pointed out that
some salaries published in last
year’s salary article were more, not
less, than the salaries/contract
amounts in last week’s issue. Last
week’s article published the
contract amounts, or agreed upon
base salaries, to adminis trators for
fiscal years. Fiscal years start on
July 1 and end on June 30.

The salaries of public employees

that we published last year was
actual dollars paid to employees for
the calendar year, which is Jan. 1
through 12/31. The actual amounts
paid can also include sick leave buy-
backs/incentives, longevity pay,
and stipends.

There has also been discussion
about some information in last
week’s article. The school
administrators did not take raises
for FY10 (the year ending on
6/30/10). The following year, they
resumed receiving the amounts in
their contracts. We neglected to
note that this resulted in increases
of 5-6% in one year, which is a big
point of contention with critics.

Superintendent of Schools
Robert Baldwin’s current contract
expires in 2012. The five-year
contract was negotiated in 2008 and
covers fiscal years 2008–2013
(ending June 30, 2013). At the end of
the contract, his annual base salary
will be $144,895.

The average salary of superin -
tendents in New England, according
to the American Association of

School Administrators’ website is
$135,180.

School business manager Paul
Kitchen’s contract was renegotiated
in September 2010 and ends in
FY2012. His base pay will be $98,970
through June 30, 2011. Future raises
will be based on merit and,
therefore, are not specified in his
contract. 

Raises for East Fairhaven School
principal Geraldine Lucas will also
be based on merit starting with
FY2012.

Contracts for Wood Elementary
School Principal Amy Hartley-
Matteson, Rogers Elementary
School Principal Wendy Williams,
and Fairhaven High School Principal
Tara Quirk Kohler expire this year.
The new contracts are not yet
available, but reliable sources say
raises will be based on merit in
those as well.

See last week’s issue, page 17, for
the story. It is available on the
archive page of our website:
www.Neighb News.com

•••
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Salaries of town employees cont’d from previous page; cont’d to next page
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Salaries of town employees cont’d from previous page; cont’d to next page
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LETTERS: cont’d from page 20
schools for a decade I can attest to
the following:
1: The Rogers and Wood schools are

in desperate need of replacing.
2: East Fairhaven is a warm and

inclusive learning community that
is not a cold “big box” school.

3: School buses, which my sons rode
for 8 years without incidence, are
common sense alternatives to
private transportation, and they
are a worthwhile expense to be
sure that children arrive safely and
on time for the school day. 
I believe the School Building Com -

mit tee consists of honest individuals,
who have invested hundreds of hours
questioning and researching all of the
ins and outs of the issue, while
navigating an impossibly complex
process.

The result is that they have
brought us to the point where our
town’s children will reap the benefits
of their labor, a new elementary
school equal to the beautiful model
building in East Fairhaven.

I believe that if we were building
that new school at the current Rogers
school site, we would not be having
this discussion. As far as walking vs
busing: the Wood School site is near
the bike path which is a safe, direct
walking route from the center of
town.

At one of the meetings I attended I
learned that the MSBA will fund a
building or buildings that house a
total of three classes per grade. So to
me that means if we renovate both
sites, the larger Wood School site
would have two classes and the
smaller Rogers School site just one.

That tells me that the neighbor -
hood for Rogers School would be cut
in half; half the students now
attending would end up at Wood
School anyway.

I guess the Town can proceed on
its own and tell the MSBA “thanks but
no thanks, we’re going to renovate
the two buildings with two classes
each so we’ll fund it all ourselves”.

That doesn’t seem like a very
smart solution. The bottom line is, if
we want state funding, we have to
accept the guidelines of the MSBA.

If the Town wants to preserve the
Rogers School because of its
undeniable historical relevance, then
it should be done with other
resources.

I want my tax dollars to go toward

building and maintaining modern
schools that will educate our
students and prepare them to be
responsible citizens of the world. It’s
not right to mortgage that future in
order to preserve the past.

I urge every Town Meeting Member
to get the true facts. Do not allow
sentiment and hysteria to override
common sense. Vote in favor of the
funds needed to secure the future
education of our students.

Diane Hahn, Fairhaven

From the Superindendent
It is with great enthusiasm that I

provide you with this update
regarding our process to meet the
educational needs of our entire
elementary population in the most
cost effective manner.

My enthusiasm is based upon
tangible fact. At a recent School Com -
mit tee meeting (April 27, 2011) all the
seats were filled with members of the
school community. During the public
comment section of the meeting,
seven (7) different individuals or
groups presented comment or
prepared statements in favor of the
one-school option. The three building
principals read a joint letter of
support for the project. The momen -
tum established at that meeting was
palpable.

At a meeting with the MSBA, it was
made clear that support across the
community by various boards is
important to the success of a project. 
• Before reaching a final decision on

recommending the preferred
option at the Wood school site, the
School Building Committee voted
unanimously (8–0) to pursue a one-
school option. This decision was
unanimous and was based upon all
of the information received during
the feasibility study process. A one-
school option was the unanimous
choice of the school building
committee because it was deter -
mined to be the most educationally
sound and cost effective option. 

• The Fairhaven Board of Selectmen
approved the membership of the
School Building
Committee in
a c c o r d a n c e
with the recom -
menda tions set
forth by the
MSBA. The
build ing com -

mit tee member ship was accepted
by the MSBA. Some members of
this team were respon sible for the
East Fairhaven School project that
concluded in 2007. This project was
completed ahead of schedule,
under its projected budget and is
still considered one of the most
cost effective projects conducted
in the new MSBA era. Most
recently, four schools were
announced as models for the new
elementary school division of the
highly successful model school
program. The East Fairhaven
School was selected as one of these
schools. Schools that meet the high
standards of the MSBA and could
be used as model designs for other
town school building projects were
chosen for this honor. 

• The Fairhaven School Committee
voted unanimously (6-0) to support
the preferred option of the new
model school at the Wood School
site.

• The Fairhaven Board of Selectmen
voted unanimously (3-0) to support
the preferred option of the new
model school at the Wood School
site.

• On April 4, 2011, the town elections
took place. The two leading vote
getters openly ran supporting the
one-school option. They were
elected by over 200 vote margin in
an election that had only 1500
voters total. 
The ultimate decision lies with

town meeting and the taxpayers of
our great community. 

I believe the majority of people in
our community support the decision
that was made and believe that the
School Building Committee, School
Committee, and the Board of
Selectmen, have the town’s best
interest at heart. I trust our
community as it has always done
what is right for its people, especially
for the children and their future. 

Editor’s note: please see page 17 for
a letter from the MSBA to Fairhaven
town officials.

Nick’s Services
Nicholas J. Costa

Electrician
MA Lic. 10986B

No Job
Too 

Small

“Keeping Your
Hometown
Energized”

• Free Estimates
• Fully Insured
• 24-Hour  

Emergency Service

Complete
Electrical
Services508-993-0344
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Save Our Schools group tells Selectboard they were all misled
By Mali Lim

Neighb News Correspondent
More than 25 concerned residents

filled the Fairhaven town hall banquet
room Monday night, 5/2, in an effort
to convince the selectboard to
withdraw a school-related article
from the May 7 sepcial town meeting
warrant.

The short selectboard meeting,
meant to cover a few housekeeping
mat ters before Saturday’s town
meeting, was dominated by parents
challenging the town’s decision to put
forward an article for schematic
design costs for a new elementary
school.

Representatives from Save our
Schools Fairhaven, a group of town
residents opposed to the consolida -
tion of Rogers and Wood schools into
a single new facility, asked the select -
board to table the article, pausing the
development process and giving town
residents more time to consider
options.

“Many community members did
not feel as if as much time was spent
on looking at all the design options
pertaining to this project,” said
Sharon LaCroix-Andersen, one of the
S.O.S. organizers.

The process in which the school
building committee came to the
decision to present a single-school
option was the main point of
contention for the group.

“When this project began there
was a strong sentiment that a deci -
sion had already been made,” Ms.
LaCroix-Andersen told the board.
“Votes were taken without input from
all groups and I feel I wasn’t validated
by this process.”

“On multiple occasions the com -
mu nity was told that the MSBA (Mass.
School Building Authority) would not
support a project of less than 300
students. On multiple occasions the
community was told that the MSBA
would not support a two-school
option. On multiple occasions the
community was told a pause in the
process would be viewed as a ‘no go’
by the MSBA,” she said.

The parent group presented the
selectboard with copies of state -
ments from the MSBA web-site,
posted on April 28 in response to
criticism in the local media and
clarifying the agency’s position
relative to the Fairhaven project.

“Much of the information pre -

sented contradicted some of the
information we’ve been hearing in the
past few months,” said Padraic Elliott,
another concerned parent of a Rogers
School student, and a Finance
Committee member.

He went on to cite portions of a
letter from Mary Pichetti, Director of
Capital Planning at the MSBA, to
support the group’s claims that
school officials had dismissed a two-
school option from the start [see full
text of letter on page 17]:

“For the last 12 months, and before
the feasibility study had even begun,
the District has repeatedly requested
that the MSBA outright declare to
Fairhaven two things: first, that the
MSBA would only fund one project,
not two; and second, that the MSBA
would not support a project for less
than 300 students. The MSBA would
never make a statement like that
without having studied the options

through a feasibility study,” said Mr.
Elliott, quoting directly from Ms.
Pichetti’s letter. The response from
Ms. Pichetti also referenced the
advancement of a “proposed Rogers
Elementary School,” a statement that
has further muddied the debate over
the controversial building plan.

“We are in the portion of the
process where a district is supposed
to look at all the options, not to put
any options aside,” Mr. Elliott said.
“The MSBA is taking a hands-off
approach, and will not make a judg -
ment until they receive a presentation
from the town. I think it would at this
stage be inappropriate to vote for a
one school project without fully
evaluating all options, to make sure
we have a fully wide open view. We’re
not saying we need to take the one-
school option off the table, but we
feel that it is not time to take a vote.”

Town executive secretary Jeffrey
Osuch, a member of the School

Building Committee, disputed the
group’s claims that appropriate
processes had not been followed.

“Architects have submitted studies
to the MSBA. There have been traffic
studies, impact studies,” he said.
“Both the project manager and the
architect had to be selected by the
MSBA. I don’t think that you can
easily say they didn’t do a good job
just because you don’t agree with
their position. I think the process was
followed.”

The selectboard refused to cede to
the group’s request to remove Article
8 from the warrant, as well as a
request to withdraw the board’s
support of the article.

“The article was petitioned by the
school building committee and not
this board, so the article would have
to be withdrawn by the school
building committee,” Selectboard
Chair Michael Silvia told the group.
“I’m not only uncomfortable with the
idea, but I’m also pretty sure we don’t
have the authority to withdraw an
article submitted by another
committee.”

“Let’s put the shoe on the other
foot,” Mr. Silvia continued. “If this was
an article that you were feeling
passionate support for, and if we were
to pull the rug out from under it just
days before the town meeting, would
you feel that democracy was being
served? To me the larger issue is that
you’re asking this board to do
something that we cannot and should
not do.”

One of the S.O.S. group members,
who declined to identify herself,
asked that the selectboard at least
withdraw its endorsement of the
article.

“You need to look at how this
process was put together,” she said.
“Because of its process we feel we
have lost faith in the legitimacy of the
school building committee. If you
refuse to withdraw your endorse -
ment, you become accessory to the
process, you become accessory to
this article.”

Mr. Silvia refused to comment on
the board’s endorsement, repeating
that the appropriate venue for debate
would be the town meeting floor.

“The ultimate arbitrator for the
legitimacy of an article on the town
floor is the town moderator,” he said.
“An important decision like this

SELECT: cont’d on page 34

An important decision
like this should be 

debated on the town
meeting floor. 

[Michael Silvia]
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School Committee hears more on school building options
By Anne Fenton

Neighb News Correspondent
Community support for the new

“Model School” preferred option, one
school built on the grounds of the
Wood School to accommodaet both
Wood and Rogers School students, far
outweighed the two schools option,
according to Fairhaven Superin -
tendent of Schools Robert Baldwin.

Dr. Baldwin presented his findings
of the pros and cons of both plans in
a PowerPoint presentation at the
School Committee meeting on April
27, 2011. Parents, teachers, and
school principals expressed their
views about the options to “build
new” or “maintain the old”
elementary schools.

Dr. Baldwin said that he had
presented his concerns and findings
to parents and anyone who wanted to
learn about the process a number of
times.

The three elementary school
Principals, Geraldine Lucas, East
Fairhaven; Wendy Williams, Rogers
School; and Amy Hartley-Matteson,
Wood School, presented a united
front with Mrs. Lucas addressing the
committee.

“We would like to express our
strong and continued support for
the proposed school building
project,” said Mrs. Lucas. “Currently
there are inequities in services,
educational programming, and
issues of compli ance because of the
condition of the elementary school
facilities in the town of Fairhaven.
This is unaccept able to us and should
not continue any longer. The
proposed school building project
ensures equitable state-of-the-art
facilities and services for all of our
elementary students. We believe that
the one school option is the only
solution to provide an equitable
education for all elementary students
in Fairhaven.”

Dr. Baldwin’s presentation echoed
the concerns of the Principals.

“The approval of the new model
elementary school at the Wood
School site would allow each and
every elementary student in our
district the same opportunities that
the students are receiving at the new
East Fairhaven School,” he said. “A
scaled down two-school option that
does not provide the same opportuni -
ties for all of our elementary
students, creates inequity, and is not

educationally sound for all students.
It is irresponsible to propose a
project that creates ‘haves and have
nots’ and develops inequity within
the system. Any suggestion that this
is acceptable for our children is
inexcusable.”

“We don’t really know what the
Massachusetts School Building
Authority (MSBA) will fund and what
they will not fund,” said Parent
Monica Whalley in a statement to the
committee.

Dr. Baldwin then informed the
public, once again, about the results
of his research.

“To get a question again tonight
that we don’t know, with all due
respect, we do know,” he said.

Dr. Baldwin’s findings include,
“Based upon the total project budget
prepared by Daedalus Projects/HMFH

Architects, the total cost of the new
model school preferred option is
$24,416,700 and the total cost of the
two-school option, that does meet the
MSBA guidelines and does conform to
our educational program, is
$32,184,900.”

Dr. Baldwin’s presentation states
that, “A reimbursement rate has not
been determined by the MSBA for the
two school option. It is common
sense that a duplication of effort
would be more costly, the question of
whether or not this figure would be
reimbursed is a moot point.”

“A percentage multiplied by a
higher figure is still a higher figure,”
he added.

With a reimbursement rate for the
one-school option of 54.79%, set by
the MSBA, with an increase of 5% if
the new model school is utilized,
MSBA’s share would be $14,598,745
and the town share would be
approximately $10,000,000.

Parent and Town Meeting member
Denise Washko reinforced Dr.
Baldwin’s statements.

Ms. Washko admitted that
originally she was in favor of
maintaining the two school, but after
attending a number of meetings she
now prefers the one-school option.
She is convinced that Fairhaven hired
a Project Manager and Architectural
firm based on their expertise and
experience and because they have
worked with the MSBA. 

Ms. Washko also added that she
trusts when her principal at Wood
school said that a new school could
retain a warm family feeling because,
“It is about the people not the
building.”

Trust issues surfaced a number of
times throughout the meeting. Brian
Munroe, the newest School Commi -

ttee member, stated, “They
want to give us over $14
million and I just in my mind
can’t say to myself they must
be wrong I know better, these
people do this every day.”

Projected enrollment figures
have also been a point of
contention. Dr. Baldwin said
the formula for predicting
births was “reliable.”

He said his research showed
that the “district births to
kindergarten ratio is one of a
number of significant predic -
tors of future enrollment.”

Births in Fairhaven in the year
ending August 31, 2006 total 137 and
continually decreased through the
same time in 2010 to 118. Actual
enrollment in K-5 has declined from
1,005 in 2002 to 839 in 2011.

“They are factual birth to enroll -
ment numbers. It gets scary if we
don’t do something about it.”

SC member David Gonsalves asked
Dr. Baldwin why the citizens of
Fairhaven should believe the MSBA’s
enrollment projections.

Dr. Baldwin reassured Mr. Gon -
salves that he and Town Clerk Eileen
Lowney researched the birth records
back through September 1, 2005.

“I feel better believing those
projec tions when one of our own has
gone to town hall, with town hall staff,
and physically looked up these
numbers,” said Mr. Gonsalves.

The one-school feasibility study
was one of 49 school districts’

It is irresponsible to propose a 
project that creates ‘haves and 

have nots’ and develops inequity
within the system. Any suggestion 

that this is acceptable for our 
children is inexcusable

[Superintendent Robert Baldwin]
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should be debated on the town
meeting floor.”

Selectboard member Charles K.
Murphy concurred, suggesting that
the group focus its efforts on
speaking out during town meeting
and at the precinct meetings.

“If your support is prevalent on the
day of meeting, your opinion will
prevail. You have the opportunity to
share this [letter from the MSBA] but
it’s up to you to educate the town,” he
said. “Eight hundred and fifty people
have signed your petition, but there
are 16,000 people in this town. Not
everyone knows about this, not
everyone knows what the MSBA is.”

Selectboard member Brian

Bowcock concluded the discussion,
commenting that the warrant had
been served and the issue has come
to the point where voters will decide
which way to go on Saturday.

The board then ended the
discussion on Article 8, to keep to a
scheduled appointment to discuss a
repair shop license for Ray’s Fair
Repair. The business license applica -
tion, which has been pending
approval for over a year, was
contingent on the receipt of an official
site plan, which the owner never
submitted. As the proper documents
have finally been produced and
approved by the building inspector,
the board voted to grant the license.

In other
business, the
selectboard voted
to support the
final negotiated
contract ratified
by the dis -
patchers’ union,

agreeing to a zero-percent increase
for the current year, 1% for FY12,
another 1% for FY13, with an
additional 1% for the last day of FY13,
a contract similar to that negotiated
by the teachers’ union.

The board also voted to re-appoint
Town Planner and Economic Develop -
ment Director William Roth to the
Southeastern Mass. Commuter Rail
Task Force, and signed a CDBG
Housing Rehab Subordination
approval for a block housing grant.

The board reconvened in executive
session to discuss an opening in the
assessor’s department for a
secretary, contractual negotiations
with John Moore, Cushman Park
encroachments with the Board of
Public Works, and union contracts.
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projects chosen for analysis by the
MSBA out of 162 districts that
applied. If the funds for the schematic
design are approved by 51% of the
Town Meeting voters on May 7th, the
project will go forward to the MSBA
for further review. If the funding is not
approved, Fairhaven could be
removed from the MSBA list and
another town could benefit from the
grant funding. 

“This approval will not be
authorizing the building of a new
school, but just the architectural
design of the building which will
provide a much more accurate cost of
the new school,” stated Dr. Baldwin.

Based on Dr. Baldwin’s presenta -
tion, “A yes vote provides the
educational program for all children
for 40 cents on the dollar. A no vote
will still cost the taxpayers millions,
but at 100 cents on the dollar.” 

It is ironic that the Rogers School
opened in 1885 as a regional
alternative and according to the

school’s web site, “It was not only Mr.
Rogers’s money but also his insight to
see that Fairhaven needed a large
grammar school that would replace
several one-room schools. Besides
being logistically more efficient Mr.
Rogers envisioned a school that
would serve the educational needs of
the children who might never go
beyond a primary education.”

Dr. Baldwin said, “Despite
whatever efforts we use in bringing
old and tired buildings up to code, we
still will not have addressed the
educational program deficiencies at
Wood and Rogers Schools.”

According to Dr. Baldwin’s
presenta tion, a very alarming situa -
tion surfaced at the Rogers School
during a recent fire drill, when
students in music class could not
hear the fire alarm.

Ms. Kuechler noted that all the
information regarding the proposed
plans, including Dr. Baldwin’s
presentation, will be available online

ad: www.fairhavenps.org/.
In other business the committee

learned that the Chess team made
championships and a large number of
Sophomore students are being
inducted into the honor society. The
local band Tavares will be looking at
the battle of bands to see if they can
spot especially talented students.

A discussion was held about FPS
School Choice participation and Tara
Kohler, High School Principal,
cautioned against opening up the
school system at this time until the
elementary school proposal has been
settled. 

She said if the district opens
system to outside students it opens it
to the entire family. The committee
voted unanimously not to become a
school choice district.

The committee also unanimously
approved two field trips for Rogers
School students to travel to Woods
Hole and Boston.

•••

FBC Construction, Inc.

All Improvement Projects
Residential & Commercial

New Construction • Additions
Remodeling • Kitchens • Windows • Decks

Storm Doors • Siding • Roofing, etc.
Licensed and Insured: CSL 84295 • Reg. 119870

More than 20 years of  experience
Call 508-990-3768

LUNCHEON
SPECIAL:

Lobster roll with French
Fries & Pickle

$899

Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

Southcoast
FLEA

MARKET

Open Every Sun., 9-4
251 Brook St., New Bedford

(Cor. of Nash Road) • 508-910-2282

Space Available
Wide selection of Antiques, Gifts,

Furniture & much more.

Free Admission (up to 2 people)
with this coupon. Exp. 5/13/11
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The logic of the heart 
is absurd

Julie de Lespinasse
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HEATING OIL & DIESEL

$3.63

Gal

Price may
change

We strive to maintain our competitive reputation 
by reducing costs

24-Hour Service
Over 15 years’

experience

508-996-8042 • 126 MacArthur Drive
New Bedford, MA 02740

www.luzofuel.com

Dr. Brian K. Bowcock

Fairhaven 
Chiropractic Office
• Auto Injuries

• Low Back
Injuries

• Job Injuries
• Board Certified
in Orthopedics

• Neck
Injuries

• Headaches

Call 508-997-3600
Nos falamos Portugues

Most insurances accepted, including United Healthcare & HMO Blue

Now offering Massage Therapy

“WE GO WHERE THE PROBLEM TREES GROW”
• TREE REMOVAL • LOT CLEARING
• AERIAL BUCKET TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE
• FIREWOOD
• PRUNING OF LARGE HISTORICAL TREES
• YEAR ROUND SERVICE

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates

508-993-3588
Fairhaven

THE place for UNIQUE
items. From clothes to toys and 

everything in between!
We have UGGS!

24 Center Street • Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-992-1714 • Fax: 508-992-1652 • eurship@aol.com

EURO SHIP STORE/PHOENIX

QUALITY REMODELING & FINISH WORK
ALL TYPES OF INTERIOR & EXTERIOR REMODELING

PHONE 508-992-6622
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
EPA LEAD-SAFE CERTIFIED

FIRM #NAT-21140-0
MA CONST. SUP. LIC. #007769
MA H.I.C. REG. #125134
FULLY INSURED
FAIRHAVEN, MA

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

CABINET MAKING

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATIONS

DECKS AND PORCHES

WINDOWS AND SIDING

Call Phil Lacerda, 508-989-6093

Firearms
Safety Course

State approved for Massachusetts 
License to Carry Firearms or Firearms Identification Card

St. Anthony of New Bedford
Federal Credit Union
Your Community Credit Union

Local Weather • News • History

Weather....You Like It or Not

From West Island
Weather Station KA1WBH

WESTISLANDWEATHER.COM
By ML Baron, Fairhaven, MA

Open Monday thru Saturday • Serving from 6 a.m to 7 p.m.

847 Kempton Street
New Bedford, MA 02740

Tel. # 508-999-3845



03 VW Beetle: 
Convertible. Auto. All
leather. Full power
options. CD player.
80K $8,995 

02 BMW 525I:
All power options.
Leather. Moonroof

$7,995 

05 Ford
Escape XLT:
4x4. Loaded. Leather.
Moon roof $10,500

03 Chevy
Silverado 2500:

Heavy duty 4x4. 
$9,900

03 Dodge Ram
w/plow &

sander
Regular cab. 4x4.

Hemi. 8 Ft plow. 2 yd
sander. Must see! $14,000

00 Ford 
Taurus SE: 

Sedan 4D. All power
options. Alloy wheels.

$3,995

Here’s just a sample of the cars we have available now.
For more details, please call Alex at 508-509-2292 or our

salesman Tony at 508-951-5056 or the shop at 508-758-9500.

02 Ford F150
XLT: 

Crew cab. 4x4. All
power options

$10,500 

00 Jeep Grand
Cherokee Ltd
Fully loaded. Leather.
Moon roof. $7,500 

05 Chrysler
PT Cruiser:

All Power Options.
CD Player.A/C.Only

83,000K  $6,500 

02 Chevy
Silverado:
2WD. 8 ft bed. Aut.
Gas saver V6 engine.
$5,995

01 Jetta GLS:
2L engine.

Automatic. Leather.
Moonroof $3,995

02 Ford 
F150 Harley
Davidson Ed.:
Crew cab.
Supercharged

engine. Fully loaded. $17,000

79 Marion Road • Mattapoisett

We will beat any 
competitor’s estimate.

All Reasonable Offers and Trades Considered.

Your
Neighborhood

Tavern
Where there are no

strangers: only 
friends you haven’t met

BAYSIDE LOUNGE & TAVERN
125 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-996-9212

www.baysidelounge.com

Fairhaven, MA

Local Bands

LIVE BANDS: WED., FRI, & SAT., 9 P.M.
Fri., 5/6: Three For All w/Billy Mulligan, 5–8 p.m. and

React from 9 p.m.–1 a.m.
Sat., 5/7: Outta Kontroll, 9 p.m.–1 a.m.

Wed., 5/11: Three For All w/Billy Mulligan, 5–8 p.m.
Fri., 5/13: George Hubert—Jolly Mon, 5–8 p.m., and The

O’Tooles and The McGunks, 9 p.m.–1 a.m.
Thurs., Trivia Buff: 7:30 p.m. • Weekly prizes
Tues., Pitch League: Ask at the bar for details

STEVE’S KITCHEN OPEN DAILY
Hours: 11-8, Mon., Thur., Fri., Sat. • 11-7, Sun. • 11-3, Tues. & Wed.

FEATURING on SUNDAYS:
$5 Steak or Fried Shrimp • Clam Boils & Fresh Lobster Rolls, $10

Open:
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.– 6 p.m. • Sat., 9 a.m.–1 p.m.

We are prepared to help you 
with all your automotive needs

Chuck Akin & Bruce Labossiere
276 Huttleston Ave., Fairhaven

508-994-2078

JRs

Auto

Shop

QUALITY WORK — 

AFFORDABLE PRICES


