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And off they go! ABOVE: At the start of the hunt, people rush to the playgrounds at Livesey Park on Saturday, 4/23, for the annual North
Fairhaven Improvement Association’s Egg Hunt. About 100 people showed up bright and early, despite the cold and rainy weather. The
rain stopped just long enough for the kids and their adults to scour the playground, drink some free hot chocolate, and collect their
prizes. See page 16. Photo by Beth David. See it in color at www.NeighbNews.com. Find us on Facebook for more photos of this event.

Rain doesn’t stop these hardy egg hunters



Here we go again. Down to
the wire.

We had to add pages this
week to accom modate some
of the extra submissions
about the school building
controversy. See pages 26,
27, and 28 for letters from the
school superintendent, a school committee member,
and the group, Save Our Schools Fairhaven, which,
decidedly, does not agree with the other two.

We are delighted to be able to give a voice to these
opposing sides. 

We also have a story on administration salaries
this week. This is a story we have been meaning to
get to for weeks. School department salaries are the
ones that have been getting all the focus lately,
because they are the highest. We tried to make some
comparisons and give the arguments on both sides. 

The wealth of information available online made it
easy, and, in fact, more difficult. I swear, I didn’t know
how to stop myself from delving into per capita
incomes for every town in Mass. I’m wondering if
they know how many times we flush our toilets. 

Maybe that’ll be in Census 2020.
The links for the websites we used to get our

information are all in the article. See page 17 for that.
We have a lot of meeting coverage, too: BPW on

page 20, Finance Committee on page 12; Selectboard
on page 4.

Check out our happenings pages. We have lots of
fun stuff going on now that spring is trying to get
sprung. West Island has been a cloud of fog the last
few days, but I understand the rest of the world
is bright and sunny. I’ve had my nose
ina computer, so I couldn’t say for
sure. 

Until next week then...

Fairhaven Neighborhood News
Volume 6, Issue 16

Thursday, April 28, 2011
Copyright 2011 Elizabeth A. David

Editor: Beth David
News Correspondents/Photographers:
Anne Fenton, Mali Lim, Joyce Rowley, 

Heidi Winnett
Published weekly on Thursdays by

Fairhaven Neighborhood News, LLC, at
166 Dogwood Street, Fairhaven, MA 02719

NeighbNews@comcast.net
www.NeighbNews.com

508-979-5593 • Fax: 508-991-5580

Contributions: The Neighb News accepts press releases, editorial
contributions and letters to the editor at the above address. Editorial
must be typewritten, 500 words or fewer. Unfortunately, The Neighb News
is not able to pay money for contributions at this time. Contributors
agree, by virtue of their submissions, to grant The Fairhaven
Neighborhood News, LLC, the right to publish submissions in print and
online. Contributors also verify, by virtue of their submissions, that they
own the right to publish the work submitted. Any claims of copyright
infringement will be referred to the contributor, who will also be
responsible for any and all costs associated with said claims.
Advertising: Call or write for rate card and sample issue or visit our
website at www.NeighbNews.com.
The Fairhaven Neighborhood News, LLC, reserves the right to refuse
advertising and editorial for any reason. The Neighb News will not assume
any liability, financial or otherwise, for errors in ads or in editorial
content submitted by contributors. The Neighb News will run a correction
on the inside front cover to rectify any misprints or errors in the previous
week’s issue. Readers, advertisers, and writers are responsible for
notifying The Neighb News of any inconsistencies or errors in the paper. 
Advertisers are responsible for all claims made in their ads. The Neighb
News is not be liable in any way for claims made by advertisers.
Advertisers are responsible for their own content. We will, to the extent
reasonable, try to verify any claims that seem unreasonable or unlikely to
be true. Readers are encouraged to report any problems with our
advertisers.
Subscriptions are available for 6 months (24 issues) or one year (48
issues) at $1.75 per issue for a total of $42.00 or $84.00 respectively. Also
available for free online at www.neighbnews.com, www.northfairhaven.org,
www.westisland-ma.com. For free email subscription, send to NeighbNews@
comcast.net and include your first and last name.
Copyright 2011 Elizabeth A. David

Contents
BPW meeting .....................................................................................20
Classifieds..........................................................................................22
Cover Story/NFIA Egg hunt .............................................................16
Fairhaven Recreation Center news ................................................14
Finance Committee meeting............................................................12
Happenings....................................................................................6,7,8
Legal Notices/Public Hearings............................................................
Letter from the editor ........................................................................2
Letters to the editor ......................................................24, 26, 27, 28
A Little Bit of Sports.........................................................................10
ML’s Eye on the Weather .................................................................21
Recipe of the week ...........................................................................10
School Superintendent’s message..................................................26
Selectboard meeting ..........................................................................4
Senior Center this week...................................................................14
Tides...................................................................................................22
Upcoming meetings..........................................................................22
What the make and where the money comes from.....................17

From 
The Editor

WEST ISLAND —
A day late and many dollars short.

Beth David, Publisher

CORRECTIONS
Two weeks in a row? Are you sure?

This bin is in the Walnut Street lobby of the Millicent Library in Fair -
haven. Another bin is at Stop & Shop. All food goes to the

Shepherd’s Pantry, 1215 Main
Street, Acush net (508-763-9289).
The pantry has seen a sharp
increase in families seek ing food
due to the worsening economy. 
The Pantry spends more than
$5,000 each month to keep the
shelves stocked. It serves more
than 100 families each week.
Tax deductible donations may be
sent to Shepherd’s Pantry, PO Box
760, Fairhaven, MA 02719. Visit
www. shepherdspantry.org

Help feed the hungry
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Guest readers visit EFS Pennies for Patients, Pie for the Principal

The East Fairhaven School invited guest readers from the
community to read their favorite stories to children in
classrooms throughout the elementary school the week of
April 11. Readers included parents from all walks of life,
politicians, and other invited guests. ABOVE: Neighb
News publisher and editor, Beth David, explains all about
gnomes and gnome houses to Mrs. Carney’s second
grade class. Ms. David read a little from the book Gnomes
by Rien Poortuliet and Wil Huygen, the world’s foremost
authorities on gnomes. Woodland and garden nomes
build their houses under large, old trees. Ms. David is
pictured showing the children a photo of the “gnome
trees” in her yard, where, she believes, a gnome family
lives. Neighb News photo. See it in color at www.
NeighbNews.com

At East Fairhaven Elementary School

This March, the East Fairhaven School joined joined 25,000 schools
nationwide in the Pennies for Patients Program collecting coins and other
donations to help people who are sick with blood cancers like leukemia,
lymphoma, and myeloma. This year, each student was sent home a
collection box to fill with spare change from around the house. As an added
incentive to raise money for the cause, several staff members agreed to
participate in surprises for the students during that week: Mr. Lewis and Mr.
Perry wore wigs for one day. Principal Mrs. Lucas also agreed to get a pie
in the face at the end of the program. Students surpassed their goal of
$1,800 and raised $2,178.96 in coins during a five-day period. Mrs. Perry’s
classroom raised the most money and won a pizza party. LEFT: On April 11,
the whole school watches as Louise Dillon tosses the first pie at Mrs. Lucas,
but she dodges it, and Mrs. Horsefall gets it instead! RIGHT: Mrs. Lucas
finally gets it from Mrs. Martins, the fourth grade teacher. Photos courtesy
of Heidi Winnett. See them in color at www.NeighbNews.com
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HMS to get new windows; top admins agree to 1% raise
By Anne Fenton

Neighb News Correspondent
The Fairhaven Selectboard

addressed several Town Meeting
articles at its meeting on Monday,
4/25. The Selectboard and the
Finance Committee are closer to
agreeing on most Town Meeting
articles, with a total of $20,000
separating them.

The Selectboard voted on two
Special Town Meeting Articles, with
the approval of the FinCom’s recom -
mendation for a transfer of $72,750
from the Sewer Retained Earnings for
the Rehabilitation of Taber and South
Streets and a recommendation to
change at Town Meeting the Window
Repair at Hastings Middle School
from the original $400,000 to the
adjusted estimate of $300,000. The
NSTAR Rebate article, for the replace -
ment boiler, will be passed over.

Only one Annual Meeting article
was reconsidered by the board. They
voted to approve a reduction of $900
for the pump-out boat for the
Shellfish Department.

The board agreed with the
FinCom’s budget for the reduction of
the monies formerly supplied by the
Quinn Bill for the Police Department
and a $200 reduction for the Building
Department to purchase services.

The board voted unanimously in
favor of a one percent raise for the
Town’s Executive Secretary, Director
of Finance/Treasurer, the Town
Accountant, and the Director of
Planning and Economic Development.

Selectboard’s Executive Secretary
Jeffrey Osuch said, “in the spirit of
cooperation with the finance
situation in the town, all four of us
request the same increase of one
percent that was recommended for
non-union employees.” 

The board also approved a motion
to sign an agree ment to accept a
grant for the Hastings Middle School,
which has been awarded the grant
from the Green Communities
Designation and Grant Program, an
initiative of the State’s Green Commu -
ni ties Division (GCD). 

The grant will reimburse the Town
for 54.94% of the cost to replace
doors and windows at HMS. Paul
Kitchen, the School Department Busi -
ness Manager, will manage the project.

The board also approved a request
by Meaghen Blasingame, Fairhaven’s
Government Access Director, to

transfer $1,500 from the Public,
Educational, and Govern ment (PEG)
account to the government access
channel. 

Ms. Blasingame’s request to
increase the Government Access
Budget by $3,200, however, was
unanimously denied. 

“It is time for the Government
Access Depart ment to produce a
budget like other departments,” said
Selectboard Chair Michael Silvia

He requested a report with a
breakdown for coverage of current
and upcoming meetings. Ms.
Blasingame will present her report at
a future meeting.

Eight copper downspouts were
stolen from the Town Hall and six
from the Millicent Library. The

Finance Committee is waiting for the
insurance company to determine the
value of the downspouts before the
Selectboard can determine the
method of replacement. There is a
$5,000 deductible.

Frank Przybyszewski, Sealer of
Weights and Measures, will be retiring
at the end of June. The Town will need
to decide either to fill the part time
position with a qualified and certified
inspector or to contract with the
state for an inspector on a fee-for-
service basis.

Mr. Osuch informed the board that
he will be meeting with John
Beauregard, from the Sylvia Group,
the town’s workers compensation
agent, and the Stephenson and Brook
Company which specializes in
assisting communities with high

workers’ compensation claims. The
meeting is being held to discuss how
to reduce the town’s insurance costs
due to the high number of workers’
compensation claims filed in the
School and Public Works depart -
ments.

Town officials have been invited to
tour the Southcoast Center for
Cancer Care on Mill Road. An Open
House for the general public will be
held on Saturday, 4/30, from 1-4 p.m.

On Wednesday May 4th, Precinct
Meetings will be held at Hastings
Middle School. Each precinct will
meet in a separate classroom at 6:30
p.m., to elect Precinct Captains and
discuss issues specific to their
precincts. At 7:00 p.m. everyone will
gather in the cafeteria for a general
Pre-Town Meeting. Town Moderator,
Mark Sylvia will moderate the
session. The Annual Town Meeting
will be held on Saturday, May 7 at 9:00
a.m. at the Hastings Middle School.

In other business the board:
• Accepted a letter of resignation

from Erika Correia, a Senior Clerk in
the Assessors’ office, effective April
29. Vice Chair Brian Bowcock
wished Ms. Correia success and
said that she has been an excellent
employee in the three different
departments she has worked in.

• Accepted a notice of retirement for
Linda Smith. After 28 years of
service Ms. Smith, Principle Clerk
in the Town Clerk’s office, will retire
on August 26. Dr. Bowcock said that
Ms. Smith has been a very valuable
asset to the Clerk’s Office and she
will be missed.

• Approved a motion to approve
Town Counsel Atty. Thomas P.
Crotty’s request to be designated
as a Special Municipal Employee.
Mr. Crotty will serve in a temporary
appointment, lasting less than 800
hours, for the Greater New Bedford
Regional Vocational Technical High
School (GNBRVTHS). At the same
time he represents Fairhaven as a
member of the GNBRVTHS district
in the lawsuit brought by the Town
of Dartmouth against the school
over the formula used to calculate
Dartmouth’s contributory share for
educating Dartmouth students.
Atty. Crotty’s designation indicates
that the Selectboard sees no
conflict of interest. Mr. Murphy was

SELECT: cont’d on page 22

In the spirit of
cooperation with the

finance situation in the
town, all four of us

request the same 
increase of one percent
that was recommended 
for non-union employees

[Jeffrey Osuch]



Fairhaven Neighborhood News Thursday, April 28, 2011 Page 5 

IN YOUR HOME:
Call Cyclone and our  uni formed, professional crew will take care of
your wall-to-wall  carpets. You just pick up the phone.

AT OUR PLACE:
Drop off your area carpet one day and pick it up a few days later.
ALL carpets are machine scrubbed and extraction-rinsed for a clean

that only Cyclone can give. Don’t just clean it, make it Cyclone-clean.

YOUR CARPET

CLEANING

PROFESSIONALS

CYCLONE CLEANING SERVICES
Proudly serving Greater New Bedford for 40 years
Cyclone: a name you can trust.
833 Mt. Pleasant St. • New Bedford
508-995-8816 • Anthony David 

Call th
e

Company

you Trust

Wall-to-Wall • Orientals • Area Carpets • Braided

AT YOUR PLACE, OR OURS
CONVENIENT RUG & CARPET

DROP-OFF CENTER

Visit www.CycloneCleaning.com to learn about all our cleaning services

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS:
Do you have smoke, fire, or water damage due to flooding, fire, or

furnace malfunction? You have the right to choose your contractor.
We are experts in water and smoke removal/restoration: 

from cleaning to complete reconstruction.

* Annual Percentage Rate = APR. Above APRs reflect a .50% rate reduction for automatic payment from a SMCU
Checking Account for remainder of loan. Available to qualifying members based upon established underwriting
guidelines and creditworthiness. Other rates and terms available. Refinancing existing SMCU loans excluded.
These offers may be withdrawn or modified at any time. Some
restrictions may apply. Available on model years 2007-2011and
requires a minimum down payment of 5% of the purchase price or
NADA value, whichever is less. APRs effective 4/1/11. 

Low Rate Auto Loans
• New or Used • Low Payments

• Purchases or Refinancing

Other low rates and terms available. To apply for a loan call
1-866-484-2264 or online at southernmass.com.

Protect your purchase with GAP insurance. Ask for details.

Main Office: 123 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719
Branch Office: 2926 Acushnet Avenue, New Bedford, MA 02745

Loan Center: 866-484-2264 (available 24/7)
Connecting All Offices: 508-994-9971

with Southern 

Federally insured with NCUA

As low as

2.49%
APR*

Terms up to 3 years
Cost per $1,000=$28.86 (3 yrs.)

MODEL YEARS 2007-2011
As low as

2.74%
APR*

Term: 4 years
Cost per $1,000=$22.02

As low as

2.99%
APR*

Term: 5 years
Cost per $1,000=$17.97

Hit a Home Run

Mass Credit Union

181 Huttleston Ave., Fairhaven (Co. Washington)
508-717-0278 • www.SweetGingerRestaurant.com

Open 7 days: Mon.-Thurs., 11 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Fri. & Sat., 11 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sun., noon-10 p.m.

Full Bar
•

Family
Dining

Take-Out
•

Healthy
Dishes

Available

New Menu Items
Our Lunch Menu Has the Following Changes:

C1 Chicken with Green Beans ...................................................5.25
C2 Curry Chicken ......................................................................5.25
C3 Shrimp & Scambled Egg.......................................................5.25
C4 Beef or Chicken with Broccoli .................................*NEW* 5.25
C5 Chicken Lo Mein (no rice) ........................................*NEW* 5.25
C6 Beef or Chicken with Vegetables ............................*NEW* 5.25
C7 Chicken Pad Thai (no rice).......................................*NEW* 5.85
C8 General Gao’s Chicken .........................................................5.65

All the above served with steamed rice (pork fried rice or
steamed brown rice, $1 extra)

Linguica Fried Rice
Small $5.95 • Large $8.35

Linguica Fried Brown Rice
Small $6.95 • Large $9.35

(Includes bean sprouts, onion, green pepper, red pepper & egg)

Linguica Fried Wonton: $4.25

MAC’S SODA BAR
Open Every Day: 6:30 a.m.–8 p.m. 508-992-8615

Mac’s has been satisfying a wide circle of friends at
116 Sconticut Neck Rd., Fairhaven, since June 21, 1946

Mother’s Day Specials
Sunday, May 8 • Open 6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

• Brittany’s Double Blueberry
Pancakes topped with 
Blueberry Sauce

• Carmel Pecan Waffle
• Homemade Hash-n-Eggs,

Homefries
• Crepes with Strawberries, 

Fresh Whipped Cream

• Italian Sausage, tomato,
Swiss Cheese omelette
with toast and home 
fries

• Stuffed French Toast
topped with warm
cinnamon and apples

The usual,
complete with
chowder and

dessert.

$1395

Early Season Clamboil
Sun., May 22 from 2–8 p.m.

+ meals tax

MAC’S CUSTOM CATERING
Your special event will be prepared just the way

you want it! Call Jevon: : 774-473-0393 (cell)



JC Superstar
Footlights Repertory Company

presents “Jesus Christ, Superstar” at
the Fairhaven Town Hall Auditorium,
40 Center St., Fairhaven. Accessible. 

Professionally produced show,
featuring 15-piece orchestra and
seasoned, professional performers,
will be presented on Thurs., Fri., Sat.,
Sun., 4/28–5/1. All shows at 7:30
p.m. Tickets at the door, $20/adult;
$18/ students and seniors. 

Footlights Repertory Company is a
non-pforit theater group based in
New Bedford. Call 774-644-4539.

Animal 
Adopt-A-Thon

On Saturday, April 30th and
Sunday, May 1st, Fairhaven Animal
Shelter, 200 Bridge St., Fairhaven, will
be hosting a community adoption
event and open house in cooperation
with North Shore Animal League
America’s Pet Adoptathon® 2011. We
will extend our hours to 9:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. for that Saturday and
Sunday. Accessible.

During this Kick-off Weekend, we
will be promoting adoptions to help
bring attention to orphaned animals
and to find them permanent, loving
homes. We will be taking advantage of
this opportunity and also hosting an
open house to give the community a
chance to come in and see our
beautiful shelter, meet our furry
friends, and talk with some of our
wonderful volunteers.

Also in attendance on Saturday,
April 30th Rick of South Coast
Canine and also Pam of It’s All
About The Animals rescue. We will
continue to promote adoptions
throughout the month of May.

Call the Animal Shelter for more
information, 508-979-4028.

Book Signing
Fairhaven poet Barbara Despres

will read from her books, “My Time”
and “Echoes of the Mind” on
Saturday, April 30, from 11 a.m.–2
p.m. at the Blue Dory Gallery, 50
Main Street, Fairhaven. Ground
floor, but not wheelchair accessible. 

Book signing and conversation
withthe author will follow. For ore
information call 508-994-0157 or visit
www.LaurelMeadsGallery.com

Rum Runners 
The Fairhaven Historical Society is

planning an exhibit on the Rum
Runners of Sconticut Neck. If you
have information or artifacts about
these local legends, please contact
Mark Badwey at 508-993-1464.

Battle of the Bands
Fairhaven High School’s 2011

Battle of the Bands will be held on
Friday, April 29, from 6:30–9p.m. at
the FHS Performing Arts Center.
Tickets available in advance at the
FHS Main Office or at the FHS Ticket
Office that night. Don’t take any
chances, though, get your tickets
early. Tickets are $5 in advance, $6
at the door. Accessible.

Antiques Fair
Sat., April 30th. See ad on page 3

Cancer Center
Open House

Southcoast Health System will host
a public open house for its new
Southcoast Center for Cancer Care at
206 Mill Road, Fairhaven, on
Saturday, April 30, from 1 to 4 p.m.

The nearly completed state-of-the-
art 56,000-square-foot Southcoast
Center for Cancer Care is two stories
high and was designed in a retreat-
like setting to support the medical,
emotional and social needs of its
patients. Tour the new facility, meet
the physicians and caregivers and
learn more about the extensive
services that will be offered when the
Center opens this summer. Enter for
the chance to win a free Apple iPad 2,
receive free health information and
enjoy refreshments.

The Southcoast Center for Cancer
Care in Fairhaven will be the only
comprehensive provider of oncology
services from Fairhaven to the Cape
and is conveniently located off I-195
with plenty of free parking.

Lobster Dine-Out
Lobster Roll Dine-Out from Our

Lady’s Haven kitchen, 71 Center St.,
Fairhaven, Thursday, 4/28, from 4:30-
6 p.m. Includes chowder, lobster roll,
French Fries, coleslaw, dessert and
beverage. Tickets, $12 must be pur -
chased in advance at reception desk.

Tautog Regs
MarineFisheries has received a

number of queries regarding the 2011
recreational and commercial tautog
fisheries. No changes were made to
the rules governing these fisheries
and the current rules are as follows:

Commercial Tautog
Open Season, April 16–May 15 or

28% of quota; and Sept. 1–Nov. 30.
Gear Type: All. Open Days: All. Trip
Limit: 40 fish/vessel. Min. size: 16"

Recreational Tautog
Private (shore or vessel) and for

hire, same rules. Season: open. Bag
limit: 3 fish/angler. Minimum size: 16"

For more information, contact
MarineFisheries at 617-626-1520 or
online at www.mass.gov/marine
fisheries.

Alumni Scholarship
The Fairhaven High School Class of

1976 Memorial Scholarship applica -
tion is now available to Fairhaven
High seniors graduating in 2011. This
scholarship, which was funded
through classmate donations and a
fundraiser at the 2009 Homecoming
Fair, is in memory of deceased
members of the class of 1976.

The scholarship will help fund
members of the class of 2011 in their
continuing education to a four year
degree program, hopefully in
education, but all applicants will be
considered. It is also part of the
Dollars for Scholars program.

Seniors, please see your guidance
counselor for the application or
download a copy from the Class of '76
website at www.fshc76.com.

Grease
Greater New Bedford Voc-Tech

Theatre Company presents “Grease,”
the best Rock & Roll Musical to hit
Broadway since the 50s.

Peformances on Thurs., Fri., Sat.,
5/19–21 at 7 p.m. and 5/22, Sunday
matinee, 2 p.m., at GNBVT High
School, 1121 Ashley Blvd., New
Bedford. Tickets: $12 general;
Seniors, $10; Students, $6. All seating
reserved. Call the box office, 508-998-
3321, Ext. 424 for more info.

Car Wash
The GNBVT Theatre Company is

holding a car wash fund-raiser at the
school on Saturday, May 14, from 9
a.m.–noon. $5/car.

AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS
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HAPPENINGS OVERTOWN
Women’s Center

The 3rd Annual Cooks Who Care
will be held on Saturday, April 30th
from 1:30pm-3:30pm at the Madeira
Feast Pavilion, 88 Tinkham Street,
New Bedford. Accessible.

More than 20 chefs will prepare
their favorite dishes in the tradition
of Men Who Cook to benefit The
Women’s Center. All the food is
prepared on-site in the certified
kitchen at the Clube Madeirense
Pavilion, which is generously donated
by the club.

Live entertainment by Karaoke DJ
Digital Tim Ross makes it a fun, family
event. There will be plenty of
appetizers, main dishes and desserts,
plus coffee and cold drinks.

Tickets are $20/adult and $8/
children under 12. All proceeds
benefit programs and services for
victims of violence, abuse and trauma
at The Women’s Center.

Tickets are available at The
Women’s Center, 405 County Street,
New Bedford or at the door. For more
information, visit www.thewomens
centersc.com.

Texas Hold ’em
Texas Hold ’em Tournament to

benefit the Greater New Bedford Voc-
Tech After prom. 

On May 6, at Cafe Funchal, 123
Church St., New Bedford. Wheelchair
accessible. Fifty percent of tix sales to
cash prixes. Buffet included, cash bar

Registration at 7 p.m.; game starts
at 7:30. Also paying 12 levels of prizes

This is an over-21 event.
Tickets, registration received

before May 1 will receive 1,000 in
bonus chips.

Costs: $60 per ticket. Make checks
payble to to GNBVT, with “After
Prom” in the memo line. Sponsor a
table for $60. For information, contact
Michelle, 508-415-5310.

WHALE Fund-raiser
“Aoife Clancy and Friends,”

featuring Eddie Dillon, Truck Croteau,
Jonathan Danforth, Erik Wendelken,
Andrea Cooper, and Lauren and
Rachel Croteau will present an
exciting evening of traditional Irish
music and dance on Friday, May 6,
2011 from 6:30 until 9:30 p.m.

This fabulous night of Celtic music,
dancing and fun will take place in the

Jacobs Family Gallery of the New
Bedford Whaling Museum, 18
Johnny Cake Hill, New Bedford.
Accessible.

The proceeds of this event will
benefit the saving of historic
buildings in New Bedford, like the
1834 Howland House, when only
WHALE can. To learn more about
WHALE’s projects and to order your
tickets for the Celtic Hooley, “a lively
party,” please visit the web site at
www.waterfrontleague.org/support-
us/donations/.

Your ticket, $30 for members and
$40 for non-members, to Ceol agus
Craic, “music and fun,” includes a
complimentary drink of your choice;
Guinness, Harp, Jameson, Bailey’s,
Irish Coffee, Magners Irish Cider, or
Wine; and a menu of Potato Leek
Soup, Clam Chowder, Hearty
Vegetable and Chicken Soup, Irish
Soda Bread; and snacks. A cash bar
will be available and the event is
sponsored by Reynolds DeWalt, Peter
and Toby DeWalt, mediumstudio,
Peter Hawes, Garnish and Drink, and
Destination Soups.

CBB Annual Mtg
The Coalition for Buzzards Bay

invites the public to attend its 23rd
Annual Meeting to learn about
progress made in 2010 to improve the
health of Buzzards Bay for everyone.

The meeting will be held on
Thursday, May 5, 2011 at the new
Buzzards Bay Center located at 114
Front Street in Downtown New
Bedford. Accessible. The evening
will begin with a reception at 6 p.m.,
including a cash bar and light hors
d’oeuvres. The meeting will follow at
7 p.m. and will include a discussion of
the organiza tion’s 2010 accomplish -
ments, election of Board Members,
and presentation of 2011 Buzzards
Bay Guardian Awards to two
recipients.

The Buzzards Bay Guardian Award
is the highest honor bestowed by The
Coalition for Buzzards Bay. Buzzards
Bay Guardians must have demon -
strated outstanding service in the
clean-up, restoration or protection of
the bay. Their work may be as a
citizen volunteer, as an organization,
or as a public official or employee.
Most importantly, a Buzzards Bay
Guardian is an unsung hero or
heroine who deserves public recogni -

tion, not only for what they have
achieved but also for inspiring others
to make a difference.

The meeting will include a talk and
discussion with Jon Mueller, Vice
President of Litigation for the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) in
Maryland, who will speak about CBF’s
precedent-setting work to clean up
nitrogen pollution in the Chesapeake
and the legal and political implica -
tions for other waterways like
Buzzards Bay.

Free and open to the public.
For more information and

directions, call The Coalition for
Buzzards Bay at 508-999-6363 or visit
www.savebuzzardsbay.org.

Jazz Concert
Ron Murray and Amarosso,

featuring Mike Monaghan will
perform at the New Bedford Whaling
Museum, 18 Johnny Cake Hill, New
Bedford, on Friday, April 29 at 6:00
p.m. as a this month’s musical guests
for After Hours. Accessible.

Guitarist Ron Murray adds a new
wrinkle to his World Beat/Jazz
presentation with the use of the 7-
string guitar. The addition of a lower-
tuned string enables Ron to play bass
lines along with chords and melodies.
Ron’s Trio Amarosso adds soprano
virtuoso Mike Monaghan (Boston
Pops, Rosemary Clooney) and a guest
percussionist, in a presentation that
combines the rhythms of Brazil,
Cuba, Africa and Spain with songs
from around the world by the
Gershwins, Beatles, Santana and
Jobim, along with folk melodies and
original tunes by Murray. 

After Hours is a monthly musical
celebration at the New Bedford
Whaling Museum with sensational
cocktails, beautiful museum setting
and rotating musical guests. The
program is sponsored by Whaling
City Sound, Fiber Optic Center, Inc.
and Perfect Pour, LLC. Admission: $5
for Members, $10 for Non-Members.
Become a Museum member at the
door and your admission is waived.
Free food; cash bar (this is a 21 and
older event).

Blessed is he who has
found his work; let him

ask no other blessedness.
Thomas Carlyle
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Yard Sale FR
Help homeless dogs and cats by

coming to Humane Society and
Shelter Southcoast’s giant yard sale
on Saturday April 30 from 8:30 am
to 2 pm. Bargains galore will be
available at the Humane Society, 31
Ventura Drive Dartmouth. Society
members have been cleaning out
their attics to find household items,
books, and other treasurers. Held
indoors rain or shine the items are
well displayed in several rooms.

Proceeds benefit the Shelter where
animals without a roof over their
heads find great care and new homes. 

No early birds for the yard sale.
For more information and a list of
pets available check out the website
www.hsssc.org or call 508-995-6661.

Spring Concert
The Sippican Choral Society will

present its annual Spring Concert,
Songs of Beauty, Love and Nature, on
Friday April 29th and Saturday April
30th. Under the direction of Brian
Roderick and accompanied by pianist
Michelle Gordon and three guest
soloists, 70+ voices will perform pieces
celebrating love, nature, and the
beauty of spring.

Selections by Hayden, Mozart,
Rutter and Dickau will be featured.
The Sippican Choral Society Chamber
Choir will also perform. Be sure to
visit our website at www.sippican
choral.org.

Friday, 4/29 & Saturday, 4/30: 8:00
PM, at St. Gabriel's Episcopal Church,
124 Front Street, Marion, MA

Tickets: Adults $12; Students $6
Available at: The Bookstall in

Marion, Seaport Village Shoppe in
Mattapoisett, and Baker Books in
Dartmouth. Tickets will also be
available at the door.

Pajama Party F-R
Pajama Party Brunch Weekend,

Sat, 4/30 & Sun, 5/1, at The South
Coast Local, 81 Fairhaven Rd.,
Mattapoisett, 508-758-3600

To benefit Damian’s Place, E.
Wareham, MA

• Wear PJ’s (No baggy sweats,
fellas!) •  Bring Canned / Non-
Perishables! •  Help Damian’s Place!
• Get 10% Coupon for your next visit!
• Feeties / Bunnies get special prize!
• Bears & Blankies welcome!

Music Festival
April 28–May 1, Brandeis

University, 415 South St., Waltham. 
The Festival of the Creative Arts at

Brandeis was founded in 1952 by the
brilliant composer and conductor
Leonard Bernstein. Each spring, the
Brandeis campus blooms in a
celebration of creativity and commu -
nity, with work by national and
regional artists as well as Brandeis
faculty and students.

Highlights of the festival include
the Brandeis Theater Company
production of Dog Sees God, directed
by Summer L. Williams; a concert by
the Lydian String Quartet; and a
world music concert by the Guy
Mendilow Band. Most events are free
and open to the public.

The Leonard Bernstein Festival of
the Creative Arts is sponsored by the
Brandeis Office of the Arts.

All events are handicapped
accessible and all are free and open
to the public unless otherwise noted.
Visit http://www.brandeis.edu/arts/
festival/ for more information.

At Baker Books
The following events are at Baker

Books is, independent bookstore
located at 69 State Rd. in North
Dartmouth. Accessible. For more
information, visit www.bakerbooks.
net or call 508-997-6700. 

Poetry
Saturday, April 30th, at 7:00 PM.

Chris Souza earned her Master’s in
Creative Writing at Boston University
where she studied under Robert
Pinsky, Derek Walcott, and Rosanna
Warren. Her work has appeared in
fine journals nationwide including
American Literary Review, New York
Quarterly, West Branch, Salt Hill, New
Delta Review, Gulf Coast, and
Connecticut Review. She has twice
received the Nevin Prize for Poetry.
Her work has also been feature on
Verse Daily. She lives and works in
Massachusetts.

An Open Mike for anyone in the
community who wants to share their
poetry or short prose will precede
the reading. Come early to sign up, or
email whalingcityreview@gmail.com. 

Book Reading/Signing
From the moment that his now-

iconic American Gothic caught the
nation’s attention in 1930, Grant

Wood and his work have served as a
blank canvas for American audiences,
who see what they will in his dreamy
landscapes, quirky history paintings,
and forbidding portraits, with little
sense of the man behind the images.

Tripp Evans, author of the first
biography of the artist to appear in
almost seventy years, and the only
one to explore Wood's closeted
sexuality, will visit Baker Books in
North Dartmouth for a reading and
book signing of GRANT WOOD: A
LIFE on Wed., May 4th at 7:00 PM.

In this powerful new biography,
winner of the prestigious Marfield
Prize National Award for Arts Writing
in 2010, art historian Tripp Evans
challenges the all-American persona
Grant Wood so carefully cultivated —
revealing, instead, the complex figure
the public never saw: a man deeply
ambivalent about his region who
labored mightily to conceal his
homosexuality. Evans presents an
artist of extraordinary gifts, haunted
by hidden longing and unorthodox
relationships. 

TRIPP EVANS is a Virginian by birth
and Rhode Islander by adoption –
hence his love for bourbon, Gothic
storytelling, and stuffed quahogs.

ABWA meeting
The members of the Southcoast

Express Network of the American
Business Women’s Association
(ABWA) invite all women from
diverse occupations and stages in
their professional careers to join
them at their next meeting on
Wednesday, May 4, 2011 at the
Country Club of New Bedford, 585
Slocum Road, North Dartmouth.
Wheelchair accessible.

The Southcoast Express Network
is a non-profit group that meets on
the first Wednesday of every month.
The meetings begin at 5:30 p.m. and
include time for networking, dinner
and a speaker. The cost is $25 per
person.

The May speakers are Mr. Matthew
Morrissey, Executive Director of the
New Bedford Economic Development
Council, Inc. (NBEDC) and Ms.
Dorothy Botelho, Director of
Operations and Finance at the New
Bedford Area Chamber of Commerce.  

To make a reservation or for more
information, please contact April
Jodoin, 508-995-2553.

HAPPENINGS/OTHER LATITUDES
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Ted Silva
Licensed Private Investigator

PRIVATE • Criminal Defense • C.P.C.S.
Exclusively serving attorneys.

Tel: 508-997-0952
email: tedsilva@comcast.net • Fax: 508-997-0951

New Bedford, Massachusetts
MA Lic. P-1355

Lenny Fleurent 
& Sons

Masonry Contractors
508-996-0861 • 508-971-3478 (cell)

Over 55 years’ experience

SPECIALISTS in waterproofing cellars/basements
Jobs big or small — we do them all!

Cement Floors • Cement Driveways
Chimneys • Stone Walls • Patios &

Steps Sidewalks & Aprons • Fireplaces
Insured • Residential • Town Approved • Lic. # 013997

◆ MUNICIPAL TAXATION ◆
◆ LAND COURT REPRESENTATION ◆

◆ ESTATES ◆

4 PARK PLACE • SUITE 101 • NEW BEDFORD • MA 02740
M J T @ M J T H O M A S L AW. C O M

508-994-1500 • FAX: 508-990-1916

Homeowners
◆ We Insure Coastal Properties ◆

◆ Alternatives to Mass Fair Plan Available ◆

◆ Competitive Premiums for Homes 
Valued Over $250,000 ◆

Call us Today!

Fairhaven Center for Business
65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-997-8515 • 508-997-8670 (fax)

www.vieirains.com

If you like it, tell a
friend. If not, tell us.

• 90 cents per pound 
pickup & delivery service

• 75 cents per pound 
drop-off 

228 Hillman St. • New Bedford, MA 02740 • Email: DimanLaundry@aol.com

508-999-0227
1-866-505-0227

Gilly Brasidio
Owner

NEW RELEASE!
Book 2 now Available!

East Fairhaven 
***Naskatucket***

HISTORY
Books 1 & 2

by
Natalie S. 
Hemingway

Available at:
Courtyard

Restaurant
Euro-Phoenix

$17.00 each
(Sales Tax
Included)

History Alive!
508-992-2925 • nathem1@comcast.net

Carlos Landscaping

Carlos Brasidio
Owner

Lawn Rolling
Small Tractor Work

Lawns Cut & Trimmed
Hedges • Bushes • Clean-Up

Everything in Your Yard

Nos Falamos Portugues

508-264-1667
CarlosBrasidio@comcast.net



By Bob Hobbs
Special to the Neighb News
FHS Girls Softball 6-0

The Lady Blues rolled over D-R,2-0
for their sixth straight win. First time
in years, that a Fairhaven High School
team has beaten D-R.

Courtney Girourd pitched a
shutout, with Kayli Moniz getting
three big hits.

FHS Softball beats Seekonk 2-1
Courtney Girouord was winning

pitcher, also lead ing hit parade with
two hits. Brittany Romero had three
hits, Kayli Moniz
and Kiyana
Alfaiate had big
hits for the Lady
Blues.
FHS Baseball

The Bluemen
lost to D-R 3-2.
Billy Lessa had a
four hitter with
three unearned
runs. Ryan Bald -
win and Zack
Leblanc led the
hit parade. The
Blues are now 2-5.

FHS Boys Tennis
The boys rolled over Westport in a

great match. Alex McGannan got a big
singles win. Sean MClaughlin, Matt
Wordell, Kit Costa and Adam Lima
won big doublematches.

FHS Girls Tennis
Christina Pottel and Harriet

Beaulieu won singles matches along
with Michelle Westgate. Double wins
came from Kara Charette, Emma
Sherman, Sylvia Pacheco and Farah
Gillette for the 3-1 Ladies in Blue

Thursday, April 28, 2011 Fairhaven Neighborhood NewsPage 10

To 
share 

a recipe
with your
neighbors

Mail to 166
Dogwood St.,

Fairhaven, 
MA 02719; 

fax to 
508-991-5580;

email to
neighbnews@
comcast.net

A Little Bit of SportsRecipe of the Week
Home made Eclairs

Lemon Curd
4 egg yolks and 1 whole egg lightly

beaten 
1 cup sugar 
1/2 cup lemon juice 
1 stick of unsalted butter 
1 tablespoon grated lemon peel

Strain eggs through a sieve into a
medium saucepan. Add the sugar and
lemon juice. Whisk to combine. 

Cook over low heat, stirring
constantly with a wooden spoon until
the mixture thickens and coats the
back of the spoon. about 10 to 12
minutes.

Remove from heat, Stir in lemon
zest and butter. Put into bowl, cover
and refrigerate for up to 3 days.

Puff Pastry
1 cup(s) water,
6 tablespoon(s) butter or margarine,
1/4 teaspoon(s) salt,
1 cup(s) all-purpose flour,
4 large eggs,

Preheat oven to 400°. Grease and
flour large cookie sheet or spray  with
a nonstick spray that contains flour.

In 3-quart saucepan, heat water,
butter, and salt to boiling on medium
until butter melts. Remove saucepan
from heat. Vigorously stir in flour all
at once until mixture forms ball and
comes away from side of pan.

Add eggs, one at a time, beating
well after each addition, until batter
becomes smooth and satiny.

Drop batter by scant 1/4 cups into
10 large mounds, 2 inches apart, onto
prepared cookie sheet. With fingertip
moistened with water, gently smooth
tops to round.

Bake 40 to 45 minutes or until puffs
are a deep golden-brown. Remove
cookie sheet from oven; with knife,
poke hole in one side of each puff to
release steam. Turn off oven. Return
cookie sheet to oven and let puffs
stand 10 minutes to dry out slightly.
Transfer puffs to wire rack to cool
completely.

Using serrated knife, slice each
cooled puff horizontally in half. With
fingers, remove and discard any
moist dough inside.

Fill the bottom half with the earlier
made and cooled curd; place the top
half of the puff on the curd

Sprinkle with powdered sugar and
enjoy.

P.S. This is NOT a diet pastry!
Submitted by Beatrice Long

Landscaping

Lawn Care

Property

Management

General

Contractor

Home

Improvements

Fairhaven, MA

Phone (508) 996-6844
Website: www.haworthsllc.com

Call Now For All Your Property Needs

MA HIC# 149969 Senior Discount MA CSL# 96122

FOR SALE BY OWNER
58 Bayview Avenue

Unobstructed Ocean view, steps from beach. Two
bedrooms, one bath, fireplaced living room.

$369,900. Call 508-996-4565.Be sure to
tell our

advertisers
you saw

their ads in
the Neighb

News!
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Cyd�s 
Creative
Kitchen

$200

OFF*

Any Lunch
Monday through

Friday
On meals of $6.29 and up

*Must present coupon. Offer expires 5/6/11. Limit $2 per person. Maximum $4 per
coupon. Not valid on weekly specials. Cannot be used with any other promotions

2331 Acushnet Ave.
New Bedford

Open Daily, 6 a.m.-2 p.m. • Sunday, 6 a.m.-1 p.m.

Once a week
go Greek!

Yia Yia’s Pizza Cafe
381 Sconticut Neck Rd.

(corner of Seaview)

508-990-1919
*Plus tax and delivery. With this coupon, one coupon per
order. Not to be combined with other offers. Exp. 5/6/11 

We accept
competitors’ coupons

We deliver!

Complete Menu of Chinese & 
American Selections

Call 508-992-8668 for take-out.
Open every day 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS

Go where you KNOW
the food is ALWAYS

good...for EVERY meal!

51 Main Street, Fairhaven Center
Gift Certificates for all Occasions

Trusted by your friends and 
family since 1961

We serveBeer & Wine

$2off
All purchases of at least $20

With this coupon. Exp. 5/6/11.
Not to be  combined with other offers.

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN 2011

Bud & Bud Light 30 pack...................................$2149 + dep.

Coors Light 30 pack ............................................$2049 + dep.

Heineken 24 loose bottles....................................$2379 + dep.

Absolut Vodka 1.75..............................................$2999

Captain Morgan Rum 1.75..................................$2999

Jim Beam Bourbon 1.75 ......................................$2499

Christian Bros. Brandy 1.75 ...............................$1999

Gordon’s Gin 1.75 ................................................$1699

Kahlua 750 ...........................................................$1999

Kendall Jackson Chard 750 ................................$1199

George Duboeuf Cotes du Rhone 750..................$699

Foxhorn Wines 1.5. All Varietals ...........................$799

Open Mon.-Thurs., 9-10; Fri. & Sat., 9-11; Sun., 12-6

This week’s specials

355 Huttleston Ave.
Route 6, Fairhaven

508-990-8724

1926 Purchase St.
New Bedford
508-999-4724

More than 
300 wines to
choose from&

WE LISTEN

WE CARE

WE TAKE ACTION

PONICHTERA DENARDIS P.C.
SINCE 1987

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Divorce & Family Law

Custody

Support & Visitation

Trials & Mediation

Real Estate

Social Security Disab
ility

Criminal

Wills & Estates

Personal Injury

Get the
personal,

experienced
service you
deserve.

- Nos Falamos
Portugues
Ann M.

Ponichtera
De Nardis

Antonio Daniel
P. De Nardis

Call us for your free consultation

508-991-3355
10 Park Place, New Bedford • Free On Site Parking

Visit Us on The Web: www.panddlaw.com

Any large
1-topping

pizza**
**Except seafood

We now have
gluten-free 

crust

$

2off*

Open Daily, 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m. Closed Tues. • Beer & Wine Available
130 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-999-2527

Daily Lunch Specials: 11 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Dinner: 4–9 p.m.

Join us for Sunday Lunch Buffet
11 a.m.–3 p.m. • Perfect for parties and family 

get-togethers: every 11th person FREE
Children under 3 FREE • Eat in or take out

Weekly specials • Check out our beer & wine list

Only$1095

We Deliver: Wed., Thurs., Sat. & Sun. (only)

CELEBRATING 

OUR SIX YEAR

ANNIVERSARY
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FinCom votes to hold off on vote for one school design costs
By Joyce Rowley

NeighbNews Correspondent
At their April 21 meeting, the

Fairhaven Finance Committee dealt
with the last, but not least of, the
Special Town Meeting articles —
Article 8, Schematic Design for the
preferred elementary school option.

School Building Committee (SBC)
Chair per son Christopher Bunnell
said $200,000 was needed for a
schematic design for a model school.
After the meeting with Mass. State
Building Authority (MSBA) four
weeks ago, the School’s architect had
submitted the preferred option on
April 1. MSBA asked for an expanded
education plan and Superintendent
Robert Baldwin provided it. The
School District also submitted the
original Statement of Intent and eight
different options studied for Rogers
and Wood schools. Addi tionally, the
costs study for the two-school option
was included.

The SBC voted at their meeting on
2/15/11 to recom mend closing the
Rogers School and building a new
school at the Wood School site to
accommodate both student popula -
tions. Contro versy erupted from
parents who contacted the MSBA
directly and have claimed conflicting
information and lack of transparency
from the SBC.

The MSBA was to have responded
by April 15th, but did not. The MSBA
requested that Fairhaven submit a
form acknowledging they wished to
go forward. If so, they would then
meet with the Facility Committee on
May 11 at 10 a.m. in Fairhaven. A
meeting with MSBA would follow on
May 25 in Boston.

“At this point, you know as much
as we know,” Mr. Bunnell said of the
MSBA process.

Mr. Roderiques circulated print-
outs of the MSBA website page dedi -
cated to Fairhaven. He said there was
little clarification to the two-school
question, except to say that all
districts voted in to the “capital
pipeline” must meet the MSBA
guidelines and regulations.

Mr. Roderiques asked a series of
questions about the costs associated
with the one school option, the $19
million cost estimate, and the two-
school option. Dr. Baldwin said the
exact figure for the one-school option
was $24,416,700. Mr. Philip “Pip”
Lewis, project architect, said that the

$19 million figure was for construc -
tion only without other improvements.

The two-school option was $32
million, according to Mr. Lewis. He
said renovating the Rogers School
would cost $16,320,700 and the Wood
School $15,864,200, according to the
most recent cost estimate by Richard
Marks, Project Manager.

Mr. Roderiques discussed the
logistics of Town Meeting voting
down the Article. If it were voted
down, a ten-day notification to MSBA
followed by a 120-day redesign period
would begin. Mr. Roderiques
cautioned those who would vote it
down to stay at Town Meeting to
make sure the $200,000 wasn’t spent
on other Town projects because there
was no other money available to do
design work.

“Doing nothing is not an option,”
Mr. Roderiques told the other FinCom
members. 

Member Antonio DeNardis asked

the residents present why the town
should support a two-school option,
and whether they had architectural
or other professional evidence in
favor of it.

“Are we supposed to hire an
architect?” responded Monika
Whalley. She said they had told the
SBC there was an interest in the two-
school option since October 2010, but
that the SBC had been unresponsive.

In particular, residents had
requested a “stream-lined” Wood
School renovation. She said the Town
did not need rooms as expensive as
the MSBA required.

Mr. Lewis said a streamlined Wood
School renovation was included in a
$27,265,200 cost estimate for both
schools.

But member Ronald Quintin said
he agreed with Ms. Whalley. “Do we
need a Cadillac? Maybe we can make
do with a Ford?”

Mr. Roderiques argued he would

not tolerate that kind of logic. East
Fairhaven School (EFS) is a model
school known for its efficiency and
cost, he said. To go with a $27 million
solution that would lose state funding
was not a savings.

Mr. Quintin said the MSBA had not
clarified its position on whether or
not they would fund two schools.
Member Scott Fernandes asked about
the operating costs after construction
of a one-school option.

Dr. Baldwin said increased elec -
tricity costs about equaled decreases
in heating-fuel costs after consolida -
tion at EFS. He said there would be a
slight increase in transportation
costs for the one-school option.

Paul Kitchen, the school district’s
business adminis trator, recom -
mended rebid ding the transportation
contract. Overall, salaries, transpor -
ta tion and utilities would be less.

Mr. Roderiques asked about the
differences in class sizes. Dr. Baldwin
said EFS classes had 21-24 pupils;
Rogers and Wood Schools currently
have 15-16 pupils, with some in the
low 20s. The 15-16 student classes
were in Grades 3 and 4. The MSBA will
pay for an elemen tary school with no
more than 19 classrooms. There are
25 classrooms now. 

Member Sidney Martin asked if
Rogers School could be renovated for
under $5 million. Dr. Baldwin said it
could, but that it would still not be
cost efficient, as repairs would
constantly be needed on the building.
He said Rogers School had deplorable
conditions. As an example, Dr. Baldwin
said students in a basement class -
room had failed to hear a fire drill
alarm last week.

Member Kathleen Carter said that
the MSBA responses had not really
clarified what they would pay for and
asked what Mr. Lewis meant by
“spatial” restrictions. Mr. Lewis
explained he could not get a clear
answer from MSBA whether they
would fund a school that varied from
guidelines, except for changes to
administration space size.

Everything from art rooms to
custodial rooms had specific area
requirements. Mr. Lewis said not
following the guidelines was not a
matter of MSBA funding a smaller
percentage, it meant MSBA might not
fund the project at all. 

Member Edward “Ted” Silva said he

FINCOM: cont’d next page

[Mr. Feernandes] said,
the cost of two schools
would “blow property
taxes out of the water.”
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Celebrating 5 Years!

We want to thank all our customers very much 
for making our first five years a success.

111 Main Street • Acushnet • 508-998-3891

Hours: Sun. & Mon., closed; Tues., 9 a.m.– 6 p.m.; Wed., 11 a.m.–5 p.m.; Thurs. & Fri., 9 a.m.–6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.–3 p.m.

INTRODUCING the ammonia-free color line, CHI.
For the month of  April, color OR highlights: $50.00, 

with cut & style included. 
Now through 5/12/11. By appointment only.

Celebrate Spring & Easter with a new you. 

had to support the SBC as they had
researched the issue and decided the
one-school option was the best for
the town. But he asked the residents
who had come to the meeting why
they wanted the two-school option,
other than class size.

Ms. Whalley said some of the cost
savings of consolidation as presented
were not accurate. For example, she
said, Rogers School does not have
any transportation costs. She said the
cost to renovate the Rogers School
building after it closed was not
included, nor has the cost of road
expansion at Wood School, which
would not be picked up by MSBA.

The effect of increased traffic on
Sconticut Neck Road had not been
taken into account. She mentioned
wetlands filling, which was dis -
claimed by SBC members.

Ms. Whalley also said there was
the cost of scrapping a school that
went through recent investments
such as the new boiler at the Wood
School. She also said she had been
told Rogers School had not been
maintained so the School District
could secure a grant.

School Committee Chairperson
Pamela Kuechler disputed that, but
Mr. Roderiques stopped the debate.

Mr. Fernandes said he disagreed
with the comparisons the Save Our
Schools group had made to consoli -
da tion results in other states. He said
Fairhaven was not comparable to
rural schools in West Virginia. And, he
said, the cost of two schools would
“blow property taxes out of the
water.” 

Mr. Roderiques noted the absence
of three members who had voiced
strong opinions on the issue
previously. He suggested FinCom
postpone a vote on the issue until
they could be present next week. 

After a short break in the meeting,
Mr. Osuch said the matter had to be
voted for the Warrant, which by law
had to be published no later than
Friday, April 22. As a result, FinCom
voted unanimously to recommend at
Special Town Meeting. 

In other matters, FinCom voted
unanimously to approve funding of
Hasting Middle School windows in
Article 28 of the Special Town
Meeting Warrant in the amount of

$420,000. Much of the amount will be
reimbursed by a State grant.

FinCom then reconsidered two
items in Article 4 of the Annual Town
Meeting Warrant. Since the state had
not modified the governor’s budget,
and revenue projections were higher
than anticipated, Mr. Roderiques
recommended appropriating $25,000
in additional funds to the contribu -
tory retirement and $25,000 more to
the Stabilization Fund. FinCom voted
to reconsider and approve the new
amounts unanimously.

Similarly, the Bicentennial Commit -
tee almost got $25,000 when Mr.
Hyland recommended a reconsidera -
tion and revote for funding. However,
he quickly corrected his motion to
fund it at $2,500.

After a brief discussion, in which
Mr. Quintin suggested that perhaps
$7,000 would be appropriate, since
the Bicentennial Committee was
planning on a parade and fireworks,
FinCom voted the $2,500 for the
Bicentennial Committee. Mr. Fernan -
des recused himself and left the room
for the vote.

•••

FinCom cont’d from page 12
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Ongoing Programs
Call 508-979-4029 for

days and times
A/G Consumer Mediator; Bingo;

Blood sugar and blood pressure
testing; Board Meeting/monthly;
Bridge; Caregiver Support & Edu ca -
tion Group; Computer Training;
Friends of Elderly/ monthly meet ing;
A Grant is available for heating your
home; Grocery Shop ping; Line
Dancing; Live Band; A Matter of
Balance; Medical Transpor tation;
Nutrition Program/meal served;
Osteo porosis class; Outreach Coor -
dinator; PACE Fuel Assistance; Pitch;
Reassurance Program; Shop ping;
Supportive Senior Social Day
Program; Tai Chi; Walking Clubs.

Fairhaven
Recreation Center

Kool Kids Summer
Summer Vacation Registration:

April 30 & May 1st 8am-2pm. Kool
Kids is for children entering first
grade to age 12. Children will have
fun each day by participating in a
variety of sports, games and art
activities. Each session will also
include special themed events.
Children are grouped by the grade
they will enter in the Fall. Don’t miss
out on this great summer program.
Last year’s program was full every
week. Sign up early so we can take
more participants than in years past.

Counselor in
Training Program
In this new program teens 13-16

learn to become summer counselors.
Included in this program is CPR, early
education tips and job interview
skills and much more. CITs will plan
and run a theme day for the summer
Kool Kids program, run games, assist
senior counselors with projects, etc.
Field trips and a pizza lunch every
Friday are included. Program runs for
two-week sessions. Cost per session
$200. You must be at least 13 to
attend this program; no exceptions

Self Defense
Self Defense & Awareness Class: 6

week session on self defense that
teaches situational awareness and
self defense tactics and techniques
for the everyday person. Ages 11-
Adult. Instructor Derk Alves. $125.00
member/$150.Non-member Fridays
5-6:30 pm from 5/6/11-6/10/11

Track & Field
Track& Field Sign Ups
March 30th 8am-2pm

Tennis
ALYSSA NIEMIEC TENNIS

ACADEMY SUMMER 2011 Sign-ups!!!

Open Mon-Thurs, 6 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Fri., 6 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.-

2 p.m.; Closed Sunday • 227
Huttleston Ave, 508-993-9269
http://fairhavenma.virtualtown

hall.net

508-979-4029 • 229 Huttleston Ave
Supportive Senior Day Care Program, 9-3

508-993-9455

Visit our new website at:
http://fairhavenma.virtualtownhall.net/Pages/FairhavenMA_COA/index

Fairhaven Senior Center

With Nancy
May 26: Newport Dinner Train and Tour of Rosecliff Mansion 
June 13, 2011 – The Hamptons & Montauk Point, Long Island. .
Sept. 11: Duck Boat Tours. Boston. Shopping at Quincy Market and Fanuel

Hall
4-DAY TRIP: Mon.–Thurs., Sept. 19-22. Lancaster Show Trip & the Dutch

Country. Insurance for this trip is available, please inquire. 
Reserve your seat for these events. Call Nancy at the Fairhaven Senior Center,

508-979-4029.
With George

Foxwoods, June 27
July 20: Lobster Bake at Captain Jack’s & Mohegan Sun Casino
Aug 17: Newport Playhouse

Call 508.979.4029 or after 3pm George Arruda @ 508.996.6538.

MALL TRIP/WED.:
May 4: Hyannis Mall, Xmas Tree

Shop, Trader Joe’s
ENTERTAINMENT:

April 26, Music with Rod at
12:30

April 27: DJ  Joe at 12:30
Every Thurs. dancing w/the

COA Band at 1 p.m.

Upcoming Trips

Seniors, do you 
need help heating 

your home?
1. If you are a senior who lives in

Fairhaven
2. If you qualify for fuel assistance
3. If you have exhausted all other

sources of help (PACE, etc)
4. If you have an unpaid bill for

heating fuel, of any kind.
Take your bill to the Senior

Center, 229 Huttleston Ave, and
you will get some help in paying it.

Blood Drive
Red Cross Blood Drive on

Wednesday, May 18, 2:30–7:30 p.m.
at the Fairahven Senior Center, 229
Huttleston Ave., Fairhaven.

New at the 
Senior Center

Beginning May 12th Every Tues.
and Thurs., 9:30-11:30 any
Fairhaven senior or caregiver of a
senior will be able to meet with
the nurse Lisa Russell RN, by
appointment or walk-in. This
endeavor is a partnership with the
Fairhaven Council on Aging/Senior
Center, Community Nurse and
Hospice Care, Visiting Nurse
Association of Fairhaven to create
a Senior Health and Wellness
Center. 

MALL TRIPS: MAY 2011
5/11: Swansea Mall & Seekonk Plaza
5/18: Providence Place Mall and

Whole Foods
5/25: Silver City Galleria, Kohls, & Target
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OUR NEWLY RENOVATED FACILITY INCLUDES:

Please call for a tour. We’re sure that when you visit us,
you’ll want to make Alden Court your place to spend

your short or long-term stay! (508) 991-8600

Nursing Care and Rehabilitation Center
389 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719 • 508-991-8600

Having Elective Surgery?
Before you check in, check us out for post-op care.

We provide top-notch rehabilitative care after surgery.

From our home to your home...
We don’t think of ourselves as
a nursing home, and our
atmosphere proves it. We
are a home to our residents,

and we provide everything
you need to feel comfortable,
engaged and entertained
during your short-term stay.

Media Room, Computer with
On-Line Access, Full Service
Salon, Beautiful Courtyard,
Variety of Therapeutic and

Social Activities, Library,
7 days a Week Rehab
Services, and Friendly and
Caring Staff.

730-46777

You deserve the best

Many senior living communities talk about quality, 
but at Atria Fairhaven, it’s the cornerstone of what 

we do. With strict standards in place to ensure 
the highest quality lifestyle possible, you can 

rest assured that Atria’s commitment to you is a 
commitment to excellence.

ATRIA FAIRHAVEN

391 Alden Road | Fairhaven, Massachusetts 
508.994.9238 | www.atriafairhaven.net

Call today to schedule a visit!
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A simple ad
just to say: I truly enjoy

reading the Neighb News
every week!
from Louise Dupre
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Egg Hunt draws crowd despite cold and rain.
About 100 people showed up bright and early at

Livesey Park on Saturday, 4/23, for the annual North
Fairhaven Improvement Association’s Egg Hunt. Despite
the cold and rainy weather, young and old alike scoured
the playgrounds and fields looking for wooden, numbered
eggs. Each egg had a corresponding prize. Lots of door
prizes also got raffled off. Free hot chocolate and pictures
with the Easter Bunny rounded out the event. 

Children also got chocolate, but this year it was handed
out instead of making them hunt for it, because organizers

feared the rain would interrup things. The behaved,
however, just long enough for the festivities to conclude.

Dr. Brian Bowcock donated the candy. Prizes were
donated by Pat and Gary Mello and the Raphael Family in
memory of Chief Alfred Raphael and Clementina Raphael.
Prizes were also donated Kathy Sturtevan and by Gail and
Andy Korneth.

Photos by Beth David. See them in color at
www.NeighbNews.com. Find us on Facebook for more
photos of this event.

LEFT, L-R: Mackenzie Vigeant, Kaylyn Blackburn, Paige Blackburn, and Sophie Vigeant show off the eggs they found at the North
Fairhaven Improvement Association’s annual egg hunt on Saturday, 4/23. RIGHT, L-R: Sherry Vigeant, Tiffany Blackburn and Doreen
Gall keep an eye out for their kids. 

Four egg hunters Three moms

Eggs? What eggs?

Olivia Costa doesn’t need an egg hunt to be
amused at a playground. Her dad, Mario
Costa, helps her keep her balance.

Here’s looking at you!

Bobby Cote and Evalina deSousa pose
with the Easter Bunny.

I’m coming! I’m coming!

These two young’uns won door prizes
and are rushing to make sure no one
beats them to the punch.
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Who makes how much, and where the money comes from
By Beth David

Editor
With the economy still under great

stress and unemployment at 8.8%
nationwide, salaries of top tier officials
have come under fire. Rank and file
govern ment employees are still
getting raises, albeit small raises, and
adminis trators, especially in school
depart ments, are being called
overpaid.

The Town of Fairhaven gets its
spend ing money from a variety of
sources: property taxes; business
taxes; excise taxes; fees charged for
services and permits, such as water
and sewer, building permits, recrea -
tional parking stickers for beaches and
boat ramps; fees for licenses, such as
restaurants, etc.

The state and federal governments
kick in a few million. Some of that has
to be used in certain areas or for
specific projects, some is grant money,
some is for the general fund for the
town to use where it needs to. 

The grand total has hovered around
the $48–50 million range in the past
few years, with expenses using up just
about every cent.

Last year (FY2010), actual revenue
was $49,911,102, with property taxes
accounting for just over 41% at
$20,544,964. Total expenditures were
$49,628,566.

For the upcoming year (FY2012),
the various town depart ments have
requested a total of $48,960,278; the
Selectboard has pared that down to
$47,653,728; the Finance Committee
has knocked it down further to
$47,560,487.

Town Meeting members will be the
final decision-makers on what gets
spent for what.

Meanwhile, the state’s aid numbers
could change, throwing the whole
thing into a tailspin.

Using the FinCom’s numbers,
$7,784,258, or a little more than 16%, of
this year’s total budget will go to
salaries, not including the school
department salaries.

The school department is not
required by law to break down its
expenses the way other departments
have to. Each department (police, fire,
etc.) has to submit a budget detailing
all projected expenses. 

The school department is only
required to submit a total, and that is
how it is listed in the FinCom annual
report.

The Fairhaven
school depart -
ment has posted
its proposed FY12
budget on the
district’s web site
( w w w .
Fairhavenps.org
under “School
Com mittee”).

According to
those figures,
$13,824,321 of
$17,514,735, or
just a tad over
76%, will go to
salaries. Add ing
this salary figure
to the Fin Com’s
figures, about 45%
of the town’s total
budget will go to
salaries in FY12.

The school
depart ment, by
far the biggest
depart ment and
employer in town,
will use up about
37% of the town’s
total budget, us ing
the FinCom’s
r e c o m m e n d e d
budget of
$17,424,735 for the
schools. Add an -
other $2.3 million
for out-of-district
tuitions (Voc-Tech
stu dents), and the
percentage is even
higher.

Fairhaven’s Ex -
ecu tive Secretary,
Jeffrey Osuch,
points out that
those numbers
still do not include
other costs
associ ated with the schools. Because
the school is associated with the town
and not a regional district (such as
Greater New Bedford Voc-Tech), the
Fairhaven Public School (FPS) district
uses town services that are not listed
as expenses.

If added to the total, the associated
costs, which include things like build -
ing insurance, employees’ health
insurance and workers’ com pensa tion
costs, and administration costs for pay -
roll, etc., make the total closer to 45%.

Other departments, such as police

and fire, also have those “associated
costs,” but they are much smaller than
the school department in all areas,
including number of employees and
number of buildings.

The main gripes by local residents
are that (1) school department
administrators make salaries that
seem astronomical to the average
Fairhaven resident; and (2) that
teachers, adminis trators, and other
town employees got raises, when most
people have had their hours and
salaries cut.

Salaries of Fairhaven’s top administrators
and department heads for FY2011

Robert Baldwin
Superintendent of Schools: $136,578.00

Jeffrey Osuch
Selectboard Executive Secretary $106,744.00

Michael Myers
Police Chief $106,829.00

William Fitzerald (negotiated*)
Public Works Superintendent $90,371.00
*Leaving before end of FY011

Timothy Francis
Fire Chief $99,323.00

John Nunes
Finance Director/Treasurer $81,939.00

William Roth
Dir. of Planning and Econ. Dev. $72,057.00

Anne Carreiro
Town Accountant $67,745.00

Wayne Fostin
Building Commissioner $64,164.00
Conservation Agent stipend $11,473.00

Patricia Fowle
Health Agent $64,164.00

Carol Brandolini
Town Collector $57,128.00

Jane Bettencourt, 
Admin. Asst to Board of Assessors $55,457.00

Eileen Lowney
Town Clerk, elected $50,158.00

Other School Department
William Kenney

Director of Special Ed. (approx) $105,000.00
Paul Kitchen

Business Administrator $98,970.00
Tara Kohler

High School Principal $106,090.00
Wayne Miller

Hastings Middle School Principal $85,000.00
Geraldine Lucas

East Fairhaven School Principal $91,529.00
Amy Hartley-Matteson

Wood School Principal $79,568.00
Wendy Williams

Rogers School Principal $81,955.00
Sources: written contracts, the Fairhaven School Department and

the Fairhaven Finance Director/Treasurer’s office

SALARIES: cont’d on page 29
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Chocolate Works

Call for information about our gum paste and
fondant class. Begins May 2. 

Must pre-register
1849 Acushnet Ave. • New Bedford • 508-998-2672

Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 10-5:30; Sat., 9-4; Closed Wed. & Sun.

Large Selection of
Candy Molds, Cupcake and 
Cake Decorating Supplies

Munchkin Mania
The Consignment Store for 

Children & The Mother-To-Be
(Located in the rear of the Acushnet Plaza)
132 S. Main Street, Acushnet, MA 02743

(508) 995-1626

Follow us on Facebook:
Store Hours: Closed Sun. & Mon.; Tues., 10-7; Wed. & Thurs., 10-5; 

Fri., 10-6; Sat., 9-4.

MOTHER-TO-BE $ALE
20% OFF All Regular-Priced Maternity Wear

Now thru Mother’s Day.
NEW SPRING/SUMMER ITEMS ARRIVING DAILY

Sizes from Newborn to Boys/Girls Sizes 16/18 
Maternity Wear • Baby Accessories • Toys & Books

NOW ACCEPTING: Summer consignments, by appointment only

Caroline D. Percy
Marcoux

Graduate Gemologist, Goldsmith

Since 1982

114 Balsam St., Fairhaven • 508-961-0068

Custom designed
with Louise in

mind.

Jewelry Repairs • Custom Designed Jewelry
Gem Testing Lab

Call today for an appointment.
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Spring is Here
and

It’s Time for Spring Cleaning

Large Hall for Rent
Great place for local groups to hold fund-raisers

WCW Wrestling on 4/23

109 Middle Street • Fairhaven • 508-997-1707

Ft. Phoenix Post 2892

Soup to Nuts
KITCHEN OPEN TUES.–SAT. 
FOR LUNCH AND DINNER

Fish & Chips every Friday
Daily Specials

(SOUP TO NUTS CATERING)
Take-Out • 508-997-7722

VFW
Under New Management

Ray’s Take-Out
Located at Surf ‘n’ Turfs

164 South Main Street • Acushnet
508-933-3112

Open Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–7 p.m.

Ray Houle’s 
Favorites

Credit Cards Accepted

Good Portions,
Good Food,
Good Prices

All Meat Lobster Roll
Fried Clams, Fried Oysters

Clam Cakes, Stuffed Quahogs
Homemade Onioin Rings

Homemade Chowders: Clam & Seafood
Clamboil Stew

To order, visit Beth David’s author page on
Amazone at http://www.amazon.com/Beth-

David/e/B004SZ6U5W/
VISIT: WWW.ZORENA.COM

A fantasy novel written for
adults, and suitable for young
readers 11+. Fantasy lovers

of all ages will enjoy this tale
of adventure. Strong women
characters. Minimal violence.

No foul language.
$499

Now Available for Kindle
And Other E-book Readers

Available for Nook, Kindle, iPad, iPhone, Blackberry, Android,
PC, Mac, or any device with ePub reader software.

A light-hearted 
little fairy tale a

bout a Zebra who
loses his stripes and
thinks that means he

loses himself, but
learns otherwise.

99cents

A fun little 
tale about an

encounter with a
master storyteller 

by a young 
brother 

and sister.

99cents
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BPW hires same lifeguards, despite complaints; hires HMEO
By Joyce Rowley

NeighbNews Correspondent
Last summer’s problems at West

Island Beach will not be tolerated
again. That was the message from the
Fairhaven Board of Public Works  to
the five lifeguards and two gate
attendants hired Monday night, 4/25.
The Board had received complaints
that the beach was a mess, bath -
houses were not maintained, trash
was not getting picked up, and life -
guards were texting instead of
watching the beach. Gate attendants
were allowing friends in for free, and
were seen sitting in their cars with
their feet out the window, music
blaring.

“The first incident, I’ll be voting
with this board to dismiss you,”
Chairperson Geoffrey Haworth
warned each applicant.

BPW Kathleen Sturtevant told
applicants she had visited the
beach last summer and saw the
problems first hand.

“There will be zero tolerance
for not following the job
description,” she said. “No
telephones, no IPODs.”

That sentiment was echoed by
all Board members. Kathy Tripp,
Administra tive Assistant, who
fielded the many complaint calls
last summer, suggested that cell
phones not be allowed because
residents were concerned that
lifeguards were texting and not
paying attention to the beach.

Head lifeguard Heather Hollins
acknowledged during her interview
that it was her responsibility for what
happened last summer. She said she
had also complained that they didn’t
have needed equipment such as a
backboard, a cervical collar, and an
up-to-date First Aid kit. She also said
that they needed whistles and two-
way radios if they couldn’t text each
other. She defended the guards on the
IPOD use, saying that she did not
allow headphones.

Victoria Wood, who had been
Assistant Head Lifeguard, also
reapplied. She met with the same
reprobation. She said that they were
doing the same things that had been
done in prior years, and they had
taken advantage of the situation. 

Member Stephen Riley allowed
that everybody should get a second
chance. It allows them to learn from
experience. But this year, the life -

guard will be dismissed immediately.
Michelle Grenier, who had also

worked at West Island last summer,
acknowledged there were problems
but she was new to the job. She said
she wanted a chance to step up and
take ownership for her part of what
happened.

“You’re doing a job,” Member
Daniel Freitas told her. “If it happens
this year, everybody will go…You’ve
got to see it’s the perception of the
people if you’re texting. And every -
body’s got to pay [to get in], even if
it’s a friend.”

“The Town is liable for what
happens or if something bad
happens…It’s not a college party,”
said Robert “Hoppy” Hobson. “We’re
not going to put up with what
happened last year.”

Ms. Chelsea Stepwith also reap -
plied for a lifeguard job.

“I know that last year I didn’t take it
as seriously as I should have. Being
the oldest one there, I should have,”
she said, and asked for a second
chance.

Timothy Hopp, who appeared late,
had not worked the prior year as a
lifeguard. He received the same
warning as the others.

The sixth candidate, Gregory Davis,
is a Fairhaven history and psychology
teacher who was a lifeguard in Matta -
poisett for the past several years.

Mr. Davis had been a lifeguard with
Fairhaven in 2005, when things were
done differently. His interview was
first, and he had not heard of the past
year’s problems. When the Board
asked what his duties were back then,
he easily rattled off several: swim
lessons, trash detail, emptying trash
barrels, seaweed raking, guarding the
water, keeping people in the proper

swimming areas, no fishing, breaking
down the lifeguard ladder, and first
aid treatments generally just for jelly
fish stings.

Only one gate attendant, Katharine
Scieszka, returned for an interview
this year. She did not have complaints
lodged against her, according to Ms.
Sturtevant.

Kaitlyn Farrell of Fairhaven had not
worked West Island Beach before but
had experience at the Buttonwood
Park Zoo kiosk, which required cash
register duties. The Board made it
clear there would be no “freebies.” 

“That’s revenue to the Town,” said
Mr. Riley. 

The Board voted unanimously to
hire Ms. Scieska and Ms. Farrell as
gate attendants. BPW then voted 4-0-1
o hire Mr. Davis, Ms. Grenier, Ms.
Hollins, Mr. Hopp, and Ms. Skipwith
for the five lifeguard posi tions. Mr.

Riley recused himself because Mr.
Davis was his son’s teacher.

BPW was split on whether to
return Ms. Hollins to the head
lifeguard position. Mr. Hobson and
Ms. Sturtevant thought Mr. Davis
would work better, and Mr. Riley
and Mr. Freitas favored giving Ms.
Hollins a second chance. Mr.
Haworth broke the tie, saying that
she recognized there was an issue
and took owner ship of it. Ms.
Hollins was voted in unanimously
as head lifeguard, with Mr. Davis
as assistant head lifeguard.

In other business, the BPW
inter viewed applicants for Heavy

Machine Equipment Operator
(HMEO) in the Highway division. 

Jonathan Bowers was selected for
the position over Michael Cordeira. A
third candidate, Lonnie De Terra, did
not attend the meeting.

Mr. Bowers currently works
temporary full-time for the Town
Water division. He previously worked
in the Sewer division, and was a
Highway division intern for two
months. He also worked in the Parks
department in 2010.

Mr. Freitas said that he was
extremely reliable, having worked
with him in 2008. 

Mr. Bowers told the board he had
his Class B license and has applied for
his hydraulics license. He said he will
work towards a Class A license so he
can drive trucks with trailers.

Mr. Haworth asked what was the

BPW: cont’d to page 30

If it happens this year, everybody
will go…And every body’s got 
to pay [to get in], even if it’s a 

friend [Daniel Freitas]
It’s not a college party. We’re not

going to put up with what 
happened last year. 

[Robert “Hoppy” Hobson]



Vintage Hurricane Photo
Albums Now Available on

The Web*
For those who have an old

hurricane photo album tucked away
in the attic, you can leave it there for
now. Westislandweather.com has
added an exciting new feature with
most of the popular hurricane books
now on line.

Some selected books include one
of New Bedford’s earliest known
hurricane souvenir photo albums:
“The Worst Storm in New Bedford’s
History” 1924, in which the last
square rigged American Whaleship
“The Wanderer” ran aground and was
lost off Cuttyhunk (published by
Reynolds The Printer, NB); The 1938
Hurricane, The Hurricane of 1944,
and “Hurricane!” 1954 with pictures
from Carol and Edna published by

The Standard-Times.
Visitors and survivors alike will be

able to comment and share with
everyone their personal hurricane
experience or recollections with a
public comment box below each
photo.

Some other rare publications
include The New Haven Railroad
restoration efforts after the ‘38
Hurricane. The Aerovox and
Acushnet Process companies also
produced booklets for Hurricane
Carol in 1954. The photos can
enlarged to full screen or
automatically put into a slide show.
This new section on the West Island
Weather Station’s web site augments
the recent feature of the history of
The Hurricane Barrier and the 45th
anniversary of its completion on May
21, 1966. 

It’s important now more than ever
that hurricane awareness and its
immense power be addressed by
those who’ve never been in a
hurricane. The last major hurricane
to impact Southern New England was
Hurricane Bob on August 19, 1991.

These hurri cane books are a stark
reminder as to what could be in store
for us again. A recent study has
shown that 90% of those living along
the coast have yet to experience a
major hurricane.

The 2011 Atlan tic Hurricane
Season begins June 1st.

The direct link to the hurricane
photo album directory: http://www.
westislandweather.com/hurricane

photoalbums.htm

Forecast
Friday: Mostly Sunny. Hi: 61

Patchy fog. Highs in the lower 60s.
Friday Night: Partly Cloudy Lo: 41
Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 40s.
Highs around 60. 

Saturday: Partly Cloudy Hi: 60 Lo:
41 Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower
40s. Highs around 60.

Sunday: Partly Cloudy Hi: 60 Lo: 41
Sunday Night: Mostly Cloudy Lo: 45 

Monday: Hi: 60 Lo: 45 Mostly
cloudy. Lows in the mid 40s. Highs
around 60. 

Tuesday: Partly Cloudy. High: 54
Tues. Night: Partly Cloudy. Low: 43 

Wednesday: Partly Cloudy. High:
52 Wed. Night: Light Rain. Low: 49 

Thursday: Mostly Cloudy. High: 52
Thursday Night: Cloudy With A Light
Shower Possible. Low: 50 

The island’s ocean temperature is
51 degrees. The first day of Summer is
in 55 days.

Appreciate ML’s 
Weather Eye?

Help support the WIWS by donating
through our secure website. Click on
the “donate” button on the bottom right
column. All major credit cards accepted. 
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A weekly weather report from ML
Baron of the West Island Weather
Station: westislandweather.com

ML’s Eye on 
the Weather

Moby Dick Marina

2 River Ave. • Fairhaven • 508-994-1133 • www.mobydickmarina.com

Arion Anezis

John Zolotas

Indoor rack

Storage Available

Boat Slips
Available:

Starting at
$75/foot

We have WiFi

Pine Grove Chiropractic
Personalized Healthcare

Dr. Carol Duphily
Massage Therapists on staff/Acupuncture

508-998-8444
934 Ashley Boulevard • New Bedford

Hours: Tue, Wed, Thur, Sat 10–5:30
Fri 11–7 • Sun 1–4 • Closed Monday

154 Huttleston Ave. (Rte. 6), Fairhaven
(At the former Modern Galleries) • 508-997-0166 

WHAT A FIND!
Consignment Furniture & Home Décor

Reuse ... Recycle ... Rejoice!
Celebrate Earth Day, April 22nd
Stop into What A Find! and receive

a pack of flower seed
o Decorate Our World!

Nick’s Services
Nicholas J. Costa

Electrician
MA Lic. 10986B

No Job
Too 

Small

“Keeping Your
Hometown
Energized”

• Free Estimates
• Fully Insured
• 24-Hour  

Emergency Service

Complete
Electrical
Services508-993-0344

Errands & More

Call Maureen at 508-994-3141

Catering to Working People, Elderly & Homebound

We are not just a taxi service, but will keep a watchful eye on mom or dad
for doctor’s appointments and other needs.

Verification of CORI check
available on request

All greatness is
unconscious, or it is little

and naught.
Thomas Carlyle

*Fixes layout error from printed version



PLACE A CLASSIFIIED AD IN THE NEIGHB
NEWS: Only $5 for three lines. Call Beth at 508-
979-5593.

APPLIANCE REPAIR
Low rates. Work guaranteed. • Washers • Dryers
• Stoves • Dishwashers & more. 508-954-5277.

ODD JOBS • SMALL JOBS
Painting, carpentry, organizing, etc.

Call George 508-801-6743

SEWING ALTERATIONS: Reasonably priced,
expertly done. Acushnet. Call 508-995-0985 or
508-542-6262 (cell).  ongoing

CATERING for parties, graduations and
everything else. Enjoy your own party, let us do
the work. Call 774-644-6586.      ongoing

FINE FURNITURE RESTORA TION
Free Estimates, 13 Years’ Experience.

Veneering, Hand Rubbed Finishing.
Do your heirloom antiques need some TLC?

Call Michael, 508-997-1079.
Hand Crafted Custom Furniture

www.floatingstonewoodworks.com

WAYNE ELECTRIC & ALARMS: Security
Systems and Fire Alarms, 24-Hour Alarm
Monitoring, Security Cameras and Lighting,
Electrical Contracting, 35 Years Experience.
508-997-5600 * 508-758-3068   4/28

PAUL’S PAINT. Exterior and interior painting.
Great prices. Pressure washing, also. Many
references available. Call 508-961-7350.   6/30

EXPERIENCED PLUMBER: For all your
plumbing needs. Lic. #PL31859-J. Call
Raymond, 508-958-0925.   5/19

FULL LANDSCAPING
5/12 Call Lionel, 508-989-7038  5/12

J&J PET & HOUSE SITTING. Keep your pet
safe & happy with us! Mother-daughter team.
Call 774-628-9037. References.  ongoing

FREE SCRAP PICK-UP
4/21 Ask for Steve: 508-997-7266  4/21

SPRING CLEANING? HAVING A YARD SALE:
Run a classfieid ad in the Neighb News. Only $5
for three lines. Call Beth at 508-979-5593.

DIFFICULT & UNUSUAL carpentry, furniture
repair and refinishing, antique repairs. Unusual
jobs a specialty. Call Tom, 508-999-1517.  5/6

FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976
Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems.

Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm
monitoring and FREE MONITORING.

Replace your old alarm system with a new
system for as little as $299 Complete

FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633

SEMI-RETIRED ELECTRICIAN:
40 years experience. Lic. #E21920.

Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty.
Upgrade your service with circuit breakers.

Paul Days          508-965-7446.

ALL-PHASE HOME IMPROVEMENT Additions,
Remodeling. Licensed. We do it all, just give us
a call. Lionel Garcia, 508-989-7038.  5/5

FOR LEASE/SALE
COMMERCIAL SPACE BUILT TO SUIT. SIX
UNITS RANGING FROM 1,900 SQ. FT. PLUS
MEZZANINE SPACE TO 3,000± SQ. FT. PLUS
MEZZA NINE. EACH UNIT HAS TWO
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE REST ROOMS,
FULLY FIRE SPRINKLERED, NATURAL GAS
HEAT, DRIVE IN OVERHEAD DOORS,
COMPLETE WITH OFFICE/FINISHED AREA.
ATTRACTIVE LEASE RATE WITH OPTION TO
PURCHASE. CALL JOHN 508-758-4915. 4/21

BOB’S LAWN SERVICE Yards clean, grass
cutting, mulching, new lawns installed, Bobcat
service, trees & bushes pruned, lawns fertilized,
gardens planted, dump runs, loam/fill/gravel.
Located at Staffon’s Greenhouse, 124 Alden
Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719; Business line: 508-
997-9259; cell, 774-263-4002. 

CARPET BINDING &
6/2 INSTALLATION 6/2

ARDe carpeting, 508-863-3550, Paul Debortoli.

RETIREES WELCOME: We need a babysitter
for an elderly person. Must have reliable vehicle.
If interested, call 774-328-0493.   4/28

DANA’S LAWN SERVICE, 508-642-2118:
Retired teacher/coach. 25 years’ experience
land scaping. Or email dana02719@yahoo.com

MOVING/YARD SALE:
Sat. & Sun., 4/30 & 5/1 from 10 a.m.–4 p.m.,

132 Sycamore Street. Fairhaven.

Thursday, April 28, 2011 Fairhaven Neighborhood NewsPage 22

NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS

Board of Public Works
Wed., 5/4, HMS/Precinct mtg, 6:30 p.

Boat Ramps Committee
Thurs., 4/28, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission

Mon., 5/9 Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Finance Committee

Thurs., 4/28, Arsene St., 7:00 p.m.
Thurs., 5/5, Arsene St., 7:00 p.m.

School Committee
Wed., 5/11, FHS Library, 6:30

Selectboard
Mon., 5/2, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Wed., 5/4, HMS/Precinct mtg, 6:30 p.
Town Meeting

Sat., 5/7, Hastings Middle, 9 a.m.

Fairhaven Meetings

*= Predicted minus tides from -0.1 ft. to -1.0 ft
**Predicted minus tides from -1.1 ft to -2.0 ft or more

TIDE TABLE
US Army Corps of Engineers
Cape Cod Canal/Wing’s Neck

HIGH LOW
a.m. p.m.  a.m. p.m.

April
2011

Support the
Neighb News

It’s no secret that newspapers are
having a tough time these days. Here
at the Neighb News, we know you want
us to continue publishing. Your
support is needed to keep us fiscally
sound and healthy. Any small amount
will help us stay afloat.

Just clip the coupon and send it
with check or money order to
Fairhaven Neighborhood News, 166
Dogwood St., Fairhaven, MA 02719. 

Ask for a bumper sticker that says
“I Support the Neighb News.”

And thank you for reading the little
paper with a big voice.

Name: _________________________

Address: _______________________

_______________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________

Email: _________________________

Do you want to receive the paper
by email?                     Y N

HIGH LOW
a.m. p.m.  a.m. p.m.

May
2011

pleased that Atty. Crotty brought
this matter to the attention of the
board for review.

• Approved Stephen Cabral’s request
to be appointed to the Bicentennial
Committee.

• Accepted a letter of resignation
from Susan Moulton from the
Tourism Committee. She is no
longer with the Hampton Inn and
does not live in Fairhaven. Mr.
Osuch was asked to inquire if Ms.
Moulton’s successor would be

interested in joining the committee. 
• Approved petitions by NSTAR to

install new gas service at 114
Adams Street, 49 Chestnut Street,
and 3 Stephen Street. All petitions
were previously approved by the
BPW.

• Reconvened in Executive Session
to discuss: a tax title issue with
Town Treasurer John Nunes; the
Police, Fire, Dispatcher, and
Clerical union contracts; and the
Brown and Caldwell digester
contract issues.

SELECT: cont’d from page 4
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Fairhaven Lumber Co.
508-993-2611

120 Alden Road • Fairhaven, MA

Visit Our Showroom

GRANITETOPSstarting at$1995
sq. ft.

Kitchens
To Fit
Your

Lifestyle
& 

Budget

FULL SERVICE COMPUTERIZED
KITCHEN PLANNING

FREE IN-HOME MEASUREMENT
SERVICE

FINE CABINETRY IN AS LITTLE AS
3 DAYS

CUSTOM CABINETS & COUNTERTOPS

Kitchen
142 Huttleston Ave. • Fairhaven, MA • (Across from Benny’s)
Mon.-Thu., 11 a.m.–10 p.m. • Fri. & Sat., 11 a.m.–11 p.m.

Sun. & Holidays, noon–10 p.m.

Dine In • Take Out • Delivery
508-9928300 • www.AKitchenMA.com

New Chef from Boston!

Sushi Lunch Special
Served Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.–4 p.m.

All served with choice of salad or soup (dine-in only)
12 PIECES: $6.95

Spicy Tuna Maki — (6 pieces)
Philadelphia Maki — (6 pieces)

B.Y.O.B.

FREE
SCALLION PANCAKES
Cannot be combined with any

other offer. Dine In & Take Out.
Min. purchase of $20. One

coupon per order. Exp. 4/29/11

FREE
CRAB RANGOON

or
CHICKEN FINGERS

Cannot be combined with any
other offer. Dine In & Take Out.

Min. purchase of $15. One
coupon per order. Exp. 4/29/11

Chinese Food & Sushi

HMS Rocket Club soaring to new heights
Press Release

The Rocket Club at Hastings
Middle School in Fairhaven will
compete in the National Finals of the
world’s largest rocket contest after
qualifying among the top 100 teams in
April. The HMS team beat the scores
of 607 other participating student
teams from across the country. Only
one other team in New England
qualified. The HMS team will now
travel to compete in the final fly-off of
the Team America Rocketry Chal -
lenge (TARC) on Saturday, May 14,
outside of Washington, DC. 

The contest challenges middle and
high school students across the
country to design and build a rocket
that will climb to 750 feet and stay
aloft for between 40 and 45 seconds
using a 15 inch diameter parachute
for a recovery device. Teams must
also transport a payload of one egg in
their rocket and return it unbroken. 

Students compete for $60,000 in
prizes and scholar ships, as well as a
chance to compete nationally at the
finals held at Great Meadow in The
Plains, VA. The winning team also
earns the chance to attend the

International Air Show in Paris,
France. 

The team of Connor Powers, Paul
Katan and Jared Fredette are all
seventh graders at Hasting Middle
School. This is their first year
competing in this event. They are
mentored by Boris Katan and
Bruce Riseborough, a
technology education teacher at
Hastings Middle School.

About 6,000 students from
across the country took part in
the contest this year. Since
TARC’s first contest in 2003, over
60,000 students have
participated in the challenge.
The Aerospace Industries
Association sponsors the
contest with the National
Association of Rocketry, NASA,
the U.S. Department of Defense,
the American Association of
Physics Teachers and AIA
member companies. 

TARC is aimed at attracting
students to science, math and
technology education and,
ultimately, careers in the
aerospace industry. With nearly

60 percent of the aerospace
workforce over the age of 50, AIA and
other industry leaders hope to spark
the interest of future aerospace
engineers with programs like TARC.
For more information about TARC
visit www.rocketcontest.org.

Hastings Middle School Rocket Club members
Connor Powers, Paul Katan and Jared Fredette
set up and make adjustments to the rocket
between test flights at their qualifying launches in
Amesbury, MA, in March. The Club will compete in
the national finals in Virginia on May 14. Photo
courtesty of Don Fredette. See it in color at
www.NeighbNews.com
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Painting • Siding • Decks 
Repairs • Rebuilds

Specializing in interior & exterior painting
In business 25 years • Call 774-451-8420

General Home Improvement

379 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven
Near Yiayia’s Pizza

Hot Coffee
Beer & Wine 

Lottery
Groceries

Hours: 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
every day

508-990-1127

LUNCHEON
SPECIAL:

Lobster roll with French
Fries & Pickle

$899

Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

Fairhaven Computer Repair

• Virus & Spyware Removal
• House Calls
• On-Site Service 24/7

• Repairs • Installs
• Upgrades • Networks
• Laptops • Wireless

A local repairman for the local community!

508-991-0169

17+ years’ experience!

More Scouts means more fun

Halls for rent
American Legion Post 166

54 Main Street Fairhaven 
Call 508-993-0046

Meat raffles on Thursday, 7 p.m.

FBC Construction, Inc.

All Improvement Projects
Residential & Commercial

New Construction • Additions
Remodeling • Kitchens • Windows • Decks

Storm Doors • Siding • Roofing, etc.
Licensed and Insured: CSL 84295 • Reg. 119870

More than 20 years of  experience
Call 508-990-3768

SouthCoast Overhead Door 

& Services

We will beat all competitors’ prices

Kevin Silva • 508-889-4964 • 774-206-1235
scoverheaddoor@comcast.net

$15.00 OFF your next service call
(parts and labor not included), or 10% off new garage 
door and opener installation. Good through July 2011

Overhead Garage Door
Specialists • Residential

• Commercial
Sales, Services, Installation

• General Household
Maintenance

• Insured 
• Falamos Portuguese

My name is Cory Furtado and I’m a
Boy Scout in Fairhaven’s Pack 52 at
St. Mary’s Church. In my spare time, I
like to play guitar, ride my bike and
play computer games. I’ve been
Scouting for three years, since I
started second grade. I’m now in the
fourth grade.

Some things I’ve learned at Scouts
are how to whittle wood, how to fold
a flag and how to start a fire, with an
adult present. We learn why it’s
important to keep the earth clean. We
picked up trash at Fort Phoenix and
we will be picking up trash around a
neighborhood in Fairhaven.

The best part of Boy Scouts is
having fun with friends. We’ve gone
camping twice at Camp Cachelot, had
sleepovers on The USS Salem in
Quincy, Boston Museum of Science

and the Pawsox Baseball field. It’s
cool to sleep in these places because
a lot of people haven’t done it.

We also take trips like going to the
Lloyd Center in Darmouth, going to
see the Providence Bruins, and going
to the Fairhaven Fire Department.

Earlier this month we had our
Pinewood Derby, where we raced
cars that we made ourselves out of
wood. I didn’t win but it was still fun.

I’d love to have more friends at Boy
Scouts because the more boys we
have, the more fun we have. I think of
my friends at Boy Scouts like a team
because we have to work together to
get things done. 

I’m glad that I joined Boy Scouts
and want to be a Scout for a long
time.

Cory Furtado, Fairhaven

Southcoast
FLEA

MARKET

Open Every Sun., 9-4
251 Brook St., New Bedford

(Cor. of Nash Road) • 508-910-2282

Space Available
Wide selection of Antiques, Gifts,

Furniture & much more.

Free Admission (up to 2 people)
with this coupon. Exp. 5/6/11

Did you Know?
The Neighb News accepts

advertisements for births, anni ver -
saries, engage ments, obituaries, etc.
We charge only $20 per column
inch; or use our convenient set
sizes: 1/6 page, $35; 1/4 page, $45;
1/3 page, $55; 2/3 page, $100

Visit our website at www.Neighb
News.com for complete rate card

Your neighbors are reading the
Neighb News, so if you want them to
know what’s going on in your life
and the lives of your loved ones,
you’ll have to advertise it here.

The Neighb News prints 4,000
copies each week. The paper is also
online in its entirety, and we have a
growing email list. 

Call Beth at 508-979-5593 
to place your ad, or email 
NeighbNews@comcast.net
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Cat Country 98.1 - FM WCTK
ESPN RADIO on

WNBH~1340 - AM
WLKW~1450 - AM

You know us,
we know sports!

Olympia Building • 888 Purchase Street • Suite 212
New Bedford • MA 02740

Office # 508-979-8003
Fax # 508-979-8009
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Superintendent explains school building article
By Dr. Robert N. Baldwin

Fairhaven Superintendent of Schools
At Town Meeting, we are seeking to

appropriate money for schematic
design for the new model school
preferred option. This approval will
not be authorizing the building of a
new school, but just the architectural
design of the building which will
provide a much more accurate cost of
the new school. 

The schematic design process
lasts for two months. During that time
drawings would be drafted and
matched to the educational program.
Once we have the completed plan
this will go back to the MSBA for final
approval. The MSBA Board ultimately
approves the project scope and
budget agreement. 

Once the MSBA approves, the
district has 120 days from the date
of the MSBA Board Vote to obtain all
local approvals. There is no entitle -
ment to funding. In the past, you got
on the list and you got your money.
Now, if you cannot secure local
funding, you are removed from the
list. It was stated that, “projects
unable to start because of local
circumstances will lose their
approved status and those funds
will be given to another project.”

The new regulations change the
way we must look at this decision.
We must make a decision knowing
that there will not be a do-over. The
decisions that we make today will
have significant ramifications for
many years to come. It is imperative
that all individuals responsible for
making this choice have the factual
information to make their decision.

One week ago I stated that the
facts and knowledge that I attained
throughout the school building
process formed my decision. I
concluded my message by stating
that, “ I trust that once town meeting
members are able to analyze this
information they will realize that
there is only one choice and that is
one school.”

I respectfully submit to you the facts
and knowledge that I learned through -
out the process to make that decision.
• All elementary school students

should be provided with the same
opportunities. The new model
school preferred option would
afford equitable educational oppor -
tu ni ties to all elementary school
students in our district.

• A scaled down two-school option
that does not provide the same
opportunities for all of our
elementary students, creates
inequity, and is not educationally
sound for all students. It is
irresponsible to propose a project
that creates “haves and have nots”
and develops inequity within the
system. Any suggestion that this is
acceptable for our children is
inexcusable. Any suggestion that
we take care of one school now and
wait three, five or even twenty
years as some have suggested to
cure the problems at the other
school, with a ready alternative
available, is indefensible.

• Analysis of reliable data projecting
as far as 2015–2016, shows that the

proposed classrooms in the new
model school preferred option do
meet the district’s class size goals
and the MSBA class size guidelines.

• We will not have the enrollment to
maintain the current configuration
of our two elementary schools. The
MSBA and the district must agree
upon the most cost effective and
educationally sound option. It is
not educationally sound to have
one classroom per grade and it is
fiscally irresponsible to both build
and maintain empty classrooms. 

• We have strictly adhered to the
MSBA Process as our guide
through out the entire school
building committee process. In
order to comply with procedural
requirements along the way there
have been adoptions of language,
board actions, and town appropria -
tions, at school committee meet -
ings, selectmen’s meetings and at
town meeting.

• Claims about the process and
individual and collective attacks

upon the credibility and integrity of
the team are merely code for the
real issue. Some individuals just do
not like the answers that they have
been hearing.

• Since 2006, both the Fire Chief and
the Building Inspector have been
clear and direct regarding their
assessment of the Rogers School’s
future as a viable school building.
Aware of numerous safety concerns,
it is understandable that our safety
officials have made statements
regarding the Rogers School as not
being a viable building for school
children. The ramifications of
closing of the Rogers School by
safety officials would affect our
entire school community. 

• If a no vote occurred and the
Rogers School was closed by safety
officials, we would be left with only
five (5) classrooms per grade
between the East Fairhaven School
and the existing Wood School.
Beginning in September 2014, class
sizes in the two remaining schools
would be: Kindergarten, 25; Grade
One, 27; Grade Two, 27; Grade
Three, 31; Grade Four, 28; Grade
Five, 29. Furthermore, the consoli -
da tion, re-configuration, and re-
districting could affect how we
configure the middle school and
the high school.
• Based upon enrollment data, the

status quo is not an option. The
MSBA and the district have
agreed to a certified enrollment
figure. Reliable enrollment
projections show a declining
elementary school enrollment.
An analysis of district births
corroborates this claim.
Furthermore, recent 2010 Census
data confirms this down ward
trend of our town’s school-aged
population with a decrease of
over 14%. As a result, we will not
have the enrollment to maintain
the current configuration in our
elementary schools.

• The ramifications of remaining as is
would soon create a situation with
two classes per grade in one of the
schools and one class per grade in
the other. The school department
has attempted to minimize the
impact on re-districting while we
are fluid in the school building
process. However, if the new
project does not materialize, as

BALDWIN: cont’d next page

We must make a decision
knowing that there will not 
be a do-over. The decisions
that we make today will have
significant ramifications for

many years to come.
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soon as the next school year,
children will be re-districted to
equalize class sizes throughout the
district.

• Furthermore, it is our responsi -
bility to use our appropriations
from town meeting in the most
responsible and equitable manner
within the district. Advanced place -
ment, athletics, band, strings,
student activities, and exploratory
classes are all major contributors
to excellence. Class size will not
continue to remain significantly
lower than our district goals at
certain schools while integral
programs throughout the district
are not supported.

• The approval of the new model
elementary school at the Wood
School site would allow each and
every elementary student in our
district the same opportunities
that the students are receiving at
the new East Fairhaven School. A
yes vote provides the educational
program for all children for 40
cents on the dollar. 

• A no vote will still cost the tax -
payers millions, but at 100 cents on
the dollar. Bringing two buildings

up to code is considered
extraordinary main tenance. This
will require more feasibility
studies, compliance with the
procurement process, and town
approval and substantial appropri -
a tions with little likelihood of any
state contribution. Despite whatever
efforts we use in bringing old and
tired buildings up to code, we still
will not have addressed the
educational program deficiencies
at Wood and Rogers Schools.

• The one school option is the most
fiscally responsible and cost
effective solution for the long term.
The MSBA has established a
reimbursement rate of almost 55%
for our project. Using the new
model school as the preferred
option, the project would be
awarded an additional 5%. Based
upon the total project budget
prepared by Daedalus Projects/
HMFH Architects, the total cost of
the new model school preferred
option is $24,416,700. After
reimbursement by the MSBA, the
town share would be approxi -
mately $10,000,000. 

• Based upon the total project
budget prepared by Daedalus

Projects/HMFH Architects, the total
cost of the two-school option that
does meet the MSBA guidelines and
does conform to our educational
program is $32,184,900. A reim -
burse ment rate has not been
determined by the MSBA for this
proposal. Applying the guidelines,
rules and regulations given to us by
MSBA, it is likely that any reim -
burse ment obtained for this
proposal would be minimal at best,
if any at all. It is common sense that
a duplication of effort would be
more costly, the question of
whether or not this figure would be
reimbursed is a moot point. A
percentage multiplied by a higher
figure is still a higher figure.

• The school building committee
represents all of the taxpayers in
the Town of Fairhaven. The
preferred option is the most cost
effective option, which meets the
educational needs of ALL our
children. That absolutely matters.
The least expensive alternative
that provides every child with the
same opportunities is the most
fiscally responsible project to the
taxpayer and most educationally
sound alternative for our children.

BALDWIN: cont’d from previous page

School Committee member weighs in for one-school option
Brian Monroe

Fairhaven School Committee Member
In 1880, the schools of Fairhaven

were described as “ill ventilated,
nearly all uncomfortably seated, and
poorly supplied with blackboards,
maps, charts, etc.”

Dr. Charles C. Cundall, member of
the School Committee at the time,
said that the teachers were “faithful,
conscientious and hard-working,
and did the best they could under
the circumstances.”

To solve this issue, Henry
Huttleston Rogers
closed/consolidated four schools
into a single school.

Dr. Cundall stated, “On Monday
morning, September 7, 1885 — boys
and girls of the town bade adieu to
their old discarded school buildings
on Green, Spring, Privilege and Centre
Streets — and went to the brand new
Rogers!”

This is eerily close to the
circumstance that we face today.

Currently, Rogers School has many
issues which, in the words of Dr.
Baldwin, Superintendent of Schools,
include “leaking classrooms, music

programs taking place in the base -
ment between the boiler and the
bathroom, tired and problematic
wiring and technology infrastructure,
and a gym-cafe-torium that serves as
a kitchen, physical education class -
room, performance stage, and
occupational and physical therapy
setting, sometimes simultaneously.” 

Fire Chief Timothy Francis has

stated that if the new school doesn’t
move forward, he will “start to look
into the process of condemning the
building.”

The situation is severe and makes
it seem as though Wood School is fine
in comparison, but this is not the
case.  It suffers from the following and
more:
• A roof and windows that leak.  The

windows are also discolored.
• OT and PT services are provided in

the hallway or cafeteria.
• Music lessons are provided in a

supply closet.
• Loss of space for special education

services due to an additional
kindergarten class.

• Lack of privacy in the nurse’s
office. This space also serves as the
teachers’ work room.

• The adjustment counselor, speech
pathologist and special education
secretary share a small office.

• The principal’s office is used for
all special education team,
collabora tion and grade level
meetings. Outside counselors also
use it to perform student therapy
sessions.

Some have advocated for the use
of all funds to renovate the Rogers
School. This would leave the Wood
School with NOTHING. Even if Wood
School was to apply for other grants,
it makes no sense as most of the
children would attend brand new
schools while Wood’s children would
remain in the same cramped building. 

MONROE: cont’d on next page

Let’s act in the best interest
of our children and

advocate for a new school.
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“Save Our Schools” says two-schools are better than one

Also, to say that we can apply for
future funding for Wood School isn’t
viable as there is NO guarantee
funding will be available. This isn’t
fair and it isn’t equitable. Any project
must address ALL students.

The MSBA will only fund a project
for a capacity of 370 students. If both
schools were renovated, it would
leave one of the schools with one
classroom per grade and the other
with two. This makes no sense as it
requires us to maintain empty class -
rooms and provide administration/
health services for a building with few
students.

While some say that building a
school for 370 doesn’t meet current
enrollment needs, they aren’t correct.
370 only takes into consideration the
K–5 classrooms. This number does
not include two spare classrooms,
two preschool rooms, four special
education/inclusion rooms, a music
room and an art room.

The new building also offers a full
sized gymnasium, music practice

rooms, performance stage, media
center/library, a computer technology
room and resource rooms for
services such as speech, occupa -
tional therapy, physical therapy,
reading and counseling.

It will have plenty of space to
house the children who attend today
and in the future. WHO, IN THEIR
RIGHT MIND, DOESN’T WANT THIS
FOR THEIR CHILDREN?

The fact is that we will not see
today’s enrollment in the future. The
MSBA uses a detailed methodology to
forecast future enrollment and it
predicts ours will drop. This is based
on several factors including district
birth rate, which has been steadily
declining.

It shows that the East Fairhaven
School and the new school will serve
the needs of our town handsomely.
Some say that this isn’t true and they
are WRONG. What reason do we have
to doubt the MSBA? They are a non-
partisan organization that grants
millions of dollars to school districts
throughout Massachusetts for the

purpose of making them better. They
want to give us $14,400,000. If we
don’t accept their funding, someone
else will.

The model school costs $24 million
with 60% reimbursement. The town
will be responsible for $9.6 million.
The two schools, that meet MSBA
guidelines, cost $32 million. While the
MSBA hasn’t given a definitive
reimbursement number for this
option, it is irrelevant. The town’s
percentage of a higher number will
ALWAYS be higher.

Any option that doesn’t meet
MSBA guidelines will probably not
receive funding. Is the town of
Fairhaven willing to fund the
renovation of two schools on its own?

The status quo is not acceptable.
ALL of the children deserve the same
world-class facility that is offered by
East Fairhaven School. One school
WILL enable us to meet classroom
size goals and represents the BEST
educational program. Let’s act in the
best interest of our children and
advocate for a new school. •••

MONROE: cont’d from previous page

An opinion piece submitted by the
organization “Fairhaven Save Our

Schools”

“Education is the most powerful
weapon which you can use to change

the world” 
Nelson Mandela

SMALL SCHOOLS 
(LIKE WOOD & ROGERS)

• Decrease drop out rates by 6.5%
• Have lower incidents of negative

social behavior
• Increase family & community

participation 
FAIRHAVEN IS MAKING 

A PROPOSAL TO
• Consolidate...by fitting our current

460 students into a new building
built for 370 students.

• Increase class size for ALL of our
elementary schools

• Change the small school culture of
our town

• Increase traffic congestion at either
the Wood or Rogers school site 

DON’T YOU WANT TO KNOW?
• What happens if our enrollment

goes up?  
• What happens to the buildings &

land once they are vacant?
• What are the hidden costs associ -

ated with building ONE LARGE

SCHOOL? (the cost to our town,
educational programming and our
environment)

STOP AND THINK...WHAT WE KNOW
• Our current schools outperform...

why change what works!
• The greenest building is the one

already built.
• Even the smallest reduction in

class size is proven to produce
significant long-term benefits for
students (in the areas of
performance, enhanced attention
and increased teacher satisfaction
& retention).  

• The benefits of reducing class size
are even more pronounced for our
students facing challenges due to
low-income and/or special needs.  
LET’S UNITE WITH A CREATIVE

SOLUTION THAT
• Makes safe, updated and long-term

renovations to our current
buildings

• Keeps our children in a safe
environment 

• Allows our teachers and children to
connect in a small environment

• Keeps with the culture and history
of our town

• Helps stabilize property values &
encourages others to move into
Fairhaven

WHAT DO WE VALUE? 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE
GO TO FACEBOOK 

“FAIRHAVEN SAVE OUR SCHOOLS” 
or www.fairhavensos.org

DEAR TOWN MEETING MEMBERS
Vote NO on Article #8 on the

Special Town Meeting warrant — to
appropriate $200,000 for the
Schematic Design of a large new
school.

Our COMMUNITY has been misin -
formed... KNOW THE TRUTH! Let’s
put the decision-making where it
should be...with our people!
WHAT HAPPENS WITH A “NO” VOTE

1. Our town listens to what our
public wants and works with our
architect to create a “design” that
is supported by our community
and submits that design to MSBA
(Massachusetts School Building
Authority).

2. With MSBA approval, the town
then brings the supported design
to town meeting and we vote “yes”
to appropriate the funds for “our
community’s” schematic design.

3. The schematic design is then
submitted to MSBA for schematic
design and budgetary approval.

SOS: cont’d on page 30
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Town officials counter that raises
for the past two years have only been
one percent.

The school superin tendent and
other administrators did not take their
contracted increases for FY10 (the
year ending on 6/30/10). They then
resumed getting their con tracted
salaries, much to the chagrin of some
town residents, because the salaries
then jumped up.

Superintendent of Schools Robert
Baldwin said that he and the
principals had agreed to forgo the
raises for the one year, not to scrap
their entire contracts.

He said all the administrators did
the same thing, but only certain
people (himself included) were in the
middle of three-year contracts, so they
were singled out for seeming to
get double the next year. The
con tracts have specific dollar
amounts per year, not
percentage increases.

“What happened was, in the
second year [of the three-year
contracts], the administrators
got together and said ‘let’s just
freeze it totally,’ witout any
discussion, expecta tion, hoopla,
we said ‘let’s just do this,’” said
Dr. Baldwin. “After that,
contracts resumed where they
had been. It’s cut and dry and on
the front page of my contract. So
when you hit that next year, what you
negotiated in 2007 is what you
negotiated.”

As the highest-paid town employee,
Dr. Baldwin is often the target of
criticism. He said com pared to other
communities like Fairhaven his salary
is below average.

The problem is, there are not many
communities that can be compared to
Fairhaven. Using a variety of official
government resources available on
the Internet and phone calls to several
communities, the Neighb News tried to
find communities in Bristol County
that had similar resident populations,
student popula tions, and incomes.

The following population figures
are from the new census figures from
2010; the income and other
demographic information is also from
the US census, but is from 2009
estimates because those breakdowns
from the 2010 census are not yet
available.

Fairhaven has 16,097 residents, a
per capita income of $27,474 and a

household median income of $55,309.
Student population is 1984*.

The Bristol County community that
compares closest to that is Swansea
with 16,161 residents, a per capita
income of $30,822, a household
median income of $67,595, and a
student population of 2038. Average
teacher salary is $67,577.

Fairhaven’s superintendent makes
(in FY011) $136,578; Swansea’s makes
$140,250.

When told that his salary is just a
tad under five times the average
income of the Fairhaven resident, Dr.
Baldwin was silent for several seconds.

“It’s humbling. I hope the job I try
and do for our kids earns that,” he
said. “That means a lot to me when
you said that. I totally respect how

taxpayers must feel. My job is to do
everything in my power to earn very
dollar of that. My job is to give it back.
I have to prove my worth.”

The next closest community in
Bristol County that can compare to
Fairhaven is Westport with a total
population of 15,529, a per capita
income of $32,071, a median house -
hold income of $62,761, and a student
population of 1835. Average teacher
salary is $67,577. The superin tendent
makes $125,000.

Dr. Baldwin said that he bases
salaries for his teachers and principals
on the market, keeping in mind what it
would cost to hire someone new. 

“Teachers are our life blood,” he
said. “They are 20 times more
important than Bob Baldwin, but we
also believe they deserve great
principals.”

The average teacher salary in
Fairhaven is $67,577 according to the
Mass. Dept. of Education website. Dr.
Baldwin said it is a fine line to pay
them enough without depleting the

pool of available money, and,
therefore, being forced to lay off
teachers.

“If we give them a greater per -
centage than we can afford, then we
lose, because there’s only one pool of
money,” he said. “So it’s a balancing
act. We don’t want to lose any of them.”

Although principal salaries may
seem high to residents, Dr. Baldwin
said the replacement factor is what he
must keep in mind.

“I’m not going to lose [High School
Principal] Tara Kohler to a neigh -
boring community for the cost of
posting her positon,” he said, adding
that it can cost $5,000 just to run help
wanted ads. 

He said the same is true for his
position and that there are currently

50 school superin tendent posi -
tions open in Massachusetts. 

“People aren’t dying to get
into these jobs,” he said, noting
that it is a 24-7 commitment, all
year long. “If I leave tomorrow,
they’re still going to have to pay
market value to replace me.
There is a going rate for these
positions.”

An Internet search, however,
only showed three Mass.
superintendent jobs being
advertised online. None of them
had salary information.

Another cost to taxpayers
that may be lesser known is a perk
given to elected officials who receive a
stipend. They are entitled to buy into
the town’s health insurance at the
employee rate. Selectboard members
receive $5,200 per year; Board of
Health members receive $1,333; the
town moderator receives $800, and
the tree warden receives $6,000.

Three elected officials are taking
advantage of that perk: Selectboard
members Brian Bowcock and Charles
Murphy, and BOH chair Peter DeTerra.

*For the purposes of comparison, we
used enrollment figures from the Mass.
Dept. of Education website for 2011.

Helpful Websites: The Mass. Dept. of
Education (DOE) district profiles page,
http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/; US
Census, population numbers only,
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/en/
official_estimates_2009.html; US
Census, demographic details, http://
factfinder. census.gov/; Fairhaven
public schools, www.FairahvenPS.org

Editor’s Note: See next page for
comparisons with other communities.

SALARIES: cont’d from page 17

I totally respect how taxpayers 
must feel. My job is to do
everything in my power to 

earn very dollar of that. 
My job is to give it back.

[Robert Baldwin]
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most challenging thing he learned
from past 8 months. Mr. Bowers was
quiet for awhile and said it was that
sometimes he thought people were
being funny when they were serious
and sometimes he thought people
were being serious when they were
kidding around.

“I learned how to get along with
different people and personalities,”
said Mr. Bowers.

Highway Superintendent John
Charbonneau said that Mr. Bowers
was a good worker and that his
coworkers said they loved working
with him.

The second candidate, Mr. Michael
Cordeira, had over 30 years experi -
ence in construction. He said he had
run crews, worked on the “Big Dig”
for ten years, and had worked
construction from Nantucket to New
Hampshire. 

He had excellent experience and
came highly recommended, accord -

ing to Mr. Freitas who sat on the
interview committee.

Mr. Hobson said he knew Mr.
Cordeira for a few years and that he
was a hard-working person. Mr. Riley
noted his work background was
consistent, that he had not job-
hopped. Mr. Charbonneau asked if he
were willing to take a substantial pay
cut in coming to work for the town.

Mr. Cordeira said he was hitting the
thirty-year mark with his current
employer and could draw down his
pension. He said between the two, he
would maintain his current pay.

When the Board voted, Mr.
Bowers’s service record with the
Town was given first consideration.
However, the vote allowed that Mr.
Cordeira would be selected for the
position if Mr. Bowers did not take it
or it did not work out.

The BPW’s also met with Steve
Block of National Oceanic & Atmos -
pheric Administration (NOAA) for 12
acres of wetland restoration at Marsh

Island.
Mr. Block presented draft agree -

ment conditions for the work that will
include removing and replacing
100,000 cubic yards of material.
Heavy equipment will be operating
over an existing sewer main.

NOAA has offered to perform a
remote camera of the pipe condition
pre- and post-construction to ensure
that any possible damages are made
the responsibility of the contractor.

Fred Raphael, former Fairhaven
BPW Superintendent, suggested that
the video be performed at low tide
and at the time of lowest sewer
flow — between 2:30 & 4:30 a.m. — to
detect any existing cracks and leaks.

Mr. Block took in the BPW’s
suggestions and said he will
incorporate them into the final
agreement.

The board reconvened in Execu -
tive Session to discuss collective
bargaining with the unions and
contract negotiations. •••

BPW: cont’d from page20

4. A Project Agreement is signed
between MSBA and the town of
Fairhaven.

5. The project then goes to a General
Election for debt exclusion.

WHAT HAPPENS WITH A “YES” VOTE
1. The $200,000 will be used for the

schematic design for a consolida -
tion project that is NOT supported
by the majority of our community.  

2. If the project is NOT supported in
the General Election for debt

exclusion, the town then has 120
days to convince MSBA that they
can gain the support of the
community.  

3. If the project is voted down again,
the town must re-engage with the
MSBA and start the process again.  

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 
Why waste $200,000 on a

schematic design that will be voted
down in the general election?

Why not vote “no” now to allow for
more community voice in the

process?
A “no” vote ensures that we have a

thoughtful process that is in the
children’s and town’s best interest

Once the decision is made it
cannot be retracted. Why not be
thoughtful in the process and have a
greater chance of securing state
funding?

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.... 
VOTE NO FOR ARTICLE #8 

on the SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
WARRANT

SOS: cont’d from page 28

What they make (See page 17 for related story)

In the course of our research for
the story on page 17, we came across
some other information our readers
may be interested in. We do not have
superintendent information for some
of these municipalities. 

Dartmouth, Town
Total pop., 34,4421; per capita

income, $30,960;median household
income (MHI), $69,263; student pop.,
3964. Average teacher salary: $68,289.
The superintendent makes $143,520.

Seekonk, Town
Total pop., 13,758; per capita

income, $32,752; MHI, $79,127;
student pop., 2160. The superin -
tendent makes $131,325. Average
teacher salary: $67,577.

Acushnet, Town
Total pop., 10,368; per capita income,

$26,884; MHI, $60,911; student pop.,

1,007 (does not include high school).
Average teacher salary: $68,289.

Marion, Town
Total pop., 5,167; per capita

income, $46,644; MHI, $99,650;
student pop., 463 (to grade 6 only).
Average teacher salary: $68,289.

Mattapoisett, Town
Total pop., 6456; per capita

income, $40,382; MHI, $80,867; total
student pop., 518 (to grade 6 only).
Average teacher salary: $68,289.

New Bedford, City
Total pop., 91,053; per capita

income, $20,438; MHI, $36,775; total
student pop., 12,538. Average teacher
salary, $68,289.

Rochester
Total pop., 5,287; per capita

income, $32,743; MHI, $89,554; total
student pop., 543 (to grade 6 only).

Average teacher salary: $68,289.*
Weston, Town

We decided, just for fun, to “do the
stats” on the town of Weston, often
con sidered the richest town in Mass.
(it depends on which criteria are
used). It has a total population of
11,686, a per capita income of
$83,754, a median household income
of $148,299, and a student population
of 2365. The superin tendent makes
$183,782, plus a $5,000 car allowance.
Average teacher salary is $67,577.

Sherborn, Town
By median family income, Sher -

born is now the richest in Mass. It has
a total population of 4,288, a per
capita income of $67,424, a median
household income of $162,426, and a
median family income of $186,058.
Average teacher salary is $67,577.

*Changes error in amount from printed version
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HEATING OIL & DIESEL

$3.60

Gal

Price may
change

We strive to maintain our competitive reputation 
by reducing costs

24-Hour Service
Over 15 years’

experience

508-996-8042 • 126 MacArthur Drive
New Bedford, MA 02740

www.luzofuel.com

Dr. Brian K. Bowcock

Fairhaven 
Chiropractic Office
• Auto Injuries

• Low Back
Injuries

• Job Injuries
• Board Certified
in Orthopedics

• Neck
Injuries

• Headaches

Call 508-997-3600
Nos falamos Portugues

Most insurances accepted, including United Healthcare & HMO Blue

Now offering Massage Therapy

“WE GO WHERE THE PROBLEM TREES GROW”
• TREE REMOVAL • LOT CLEARING
• AERIAL BUCKET TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE
• FIREWOOD
• PRUNING OF LARGE HISTORICAL TREES
• YEAR ROUND SERVICE

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates

508-993-3588
Fairhaven

THE place for UNIQUE
items. From clothes to toys and 

everything in between!
We have UGGS!

24 Center Street • Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-992-1714 • Fax: 508-992-1652 • eurship@aol.com

EURO SHIP STORE/PHOENIX

QUALITY REMODELING & FINISH WORK
ALL TYPES OF INTERIOR & EXTERIOR REMODELING

PHONE 508-992-6622
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
EPA LEAD-SAFE CERTIFIED

FIRM #NAT-21140-0
MA CONST. SUP. LIC. #007769
MA H.I.C. REG. #125134
FULLY INSURED
FAIRHAVEN, MA

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

CABINET MAKING

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATIONS

DECKS AND PORCHES

WINDOWS AND SIDING

Call Phil Lacerda, 508-989-6093

Firearms
Safety Course

State approved for Massachusetts 
License to Carry Firearms or Firearms Identification Card

St. Anthony of New Bedford
Federal Credit Union
Your Community Credit Union

Local Weather • News • History

Weather....You Like It or Not

From West Island
Weather Station KA1WBH

WESTISLANDWEATHER.COM
By ML Baron, Fairhaven, MA

Open Monday thru Saturday • Serving from 6 a.m to 7 p.m.

847 Kempton Street
New Bedford, MA 02740

Tel. # 508-999-3845



03 VW Beetle: 
Convertible. Auto. All
leather. Full power
options. CD player.
80K $8,995 

02 BMW 525I:
All power options.
Leather. Moonroof

$7,995 

05 Ford
Escape XLT:
4x4. Loaded. Leather.
Moon roof $10,500

03 Chevy
Silverado 2500:

Heavy duty 4x4. 
$9,900

03 Dodge Ram
w/plow &

sander
Regular cab. 4x4.

Hemi. 8 Ft plow. 2 yd
sander. Must see! $14,000

00 Ford 
Taurus SE: 

Sedan 4D. All power
options. Alloy wheels.

$3,995

Here’s just a sample of the cars we have available now.
For more details, please call Alex at 508-509-2292 or our

salesman Tony at 508-951-5056 or the shop at 508-758-9500.

02 Ford F150
XLT: 

Crew cab. 4x4. All
power options

$10,500 

00 Jeep Grand
Cherokee Ltd
Fully loaded. Leather.
Moon roof. $7,500 

05 Chrysler
PT Cruiser:

All Power Options.
CD Player.A/C.Only

83,000K  $6,500 

02 Chevy
Silverado:
2WD. 8 ft bed. Aut.
Gas saver V6 engine.
$5,995

01 Jetta GLS:
2L engine.

Automatic. Leather.
Moonroof $3,995

02 Ford 
F150 Harley
Davidson Ed.:
Crew cab.
Supercharged

engine. Fully loaded. $17,000

79 Marion Road • Mattapoisett

We will beat any 
competitor’s estimate.

All Reasonable Offers and Trades Considered.

Your
Neighborhood

Tavern
Where there are no

strangers: only 
friends you haven’t met

BAYSIDE LOUNGE & TAVERN
125 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-996-9212

www.baysidelounge.com

Fairhaven, MA

Local Bands

LIVE BANDS: WED., FRI, & SAT., 9 P.M.
4/29: “Jolly Mon” George Hubert, 5–8 p.m.; 

9 p.m.–1 a.m. TBA • 4/30: Moonlighters
5/4: Yesta Daze, 5–8 p.m. • 5/6: Three For All w/Billy

Mulligan, 5–8 p.m. and React from 9 p.m.–1 a.m.
5/7: Outta Kontroll, 9 p.m.–1 a.m.

Thurs., Trivia Buff: 7:30 p.m. • Weekly prizes
Tues., Pitch League: Ask at the bar for details

KITCHEN OPEN DAILY
By Steve, formerly w/Ferry Café & Knuckleheads
Hours: 11-8, Mon., Thur., Fri., Sat. • 11-7, Sun. • 11-3, Tues. & Wed.

FEATURING on SUNDAYS:
$5 Steak or Fried Shrimp • Clam Boils & Fresh Lobster Rolls, $10

Open:
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.– 6 p.m. • Sat., 9 a.m.–1 p.m.

We are prepared to help you 
with all your automotive needs

Chuck Akin & Bruce Labossiere
276 Huttleston Ave., Fairhaven

508-994-2078

JRs

Auto

Shop

QUALITY WORK — 

AFFORDABLE PRICES


