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Ayako Rooney (left) thanks Veronica Bernier for her donation to the victims of the earthquake and tsunami that hit Japan on March 10.
Veronica put a can out at her parents’ store, Bourassa Hardware, and asked for donations. She presented more than $100.00 to the
Whitfield-Manjiro Friendship Society, which has created a fund for victims. The WMFS operates the museum located in the house that
Captain William Whitfield and Manjiro Nakahama lived in after the Captain rescued the 14-year-old shipwrecked Manjiro. He became
the first Japanese person to live in the United States and was instrumental in opening up the closed society to the west. In photo above,
Capt. Whitfield’s picture is top left, Manjiro’s picture is top right. The fireplace is famous in Japan as the place many Japanese tourists
have their pictures taken. See page 16 for story. Photo by Beth David. See it in color at www.NeighbNews.com. Find us on Facebook
for more photos of this event.

Manjiro group raises funds for Japanese



Oh, so much to muse about
and so little time.

First, an issue near and dear
to every quahogger in
Fairhaven. The Ristuccias are
selling land to the town to
provide access to Round and
Senior Coves. You may recall
that last year, the new owners of Bella Vista Island posted
no trespassing signs and built a fence, keeping people
away from the coves. They tried to block the road much
farther away, but the Ristuccias, who also own property
along the road, made sure he did not block off access to
their lots.

Well, we know those lots aren’t buildable. You can’t
really do much with them except look at them and dig
around for stuff in the marsh; and even that’s limited by
wetlands regulations. But, they provide water access, a
rare and dwindling commodity in Massachusetts, and
especially here on West Island and along Sconticut Neck.
People are buying up the old houses and adjacent lots that
people used for decades to get to the water. Then the
neighbors find out that it was private property all along.
They find out when a fence goes up, and the new guy posts
no trespassing signs.

Last year it was poised to get very ugly. We all heard the
talk at the bars and around town about how people were
planning to access those quahog beds. The beds are not
owned by anyone, much to the chagrin of some. The part
that goes under water with the tide belongs to all of us.
Getting to it, however, can be impossible without a boat.

Well, Donna and Dan Ristuccia have come to the rescue.
I, personally, want to say “thank you” to them. They are
selling the two adjacent lots to the town for $1 each and
associated closing costs. I think we should put a
monument up and call it “Ristuccia Marsh.” Really. No
kidding.

For the record, all you rich guys out there: this is how
you treat the neighbors if you give a damn about a
neighborhood. 

Well, I had a bunch of clever stuff to ramble on about,
but no time or space left. See page 4 for a story about a
petition that parents collected 800+ signatures for to stop
the school building process. See page 17 for the
Selectboard story that also contains information about the
school building. And, my favorite committee, the School
Committee is on page 20. I’ll save that rant for another
time.

Don’t forget to vote on Monday.
Oh, speaking of the election, we have

eight letters to the editor this week,
too. You can find them, though,
I’m sure. Until next week then,
see ya
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From 
The Editor

WEST ISLAND —
A day late and many dollars short.

Beth David, Publisher

CORRECTIONS

In last week’s issue we ran an ad for Richard C.
Brodeur for BPW. We neglected to add that the ad was
paid for by Richard C. Brodeur. It was an oversight and
we regret any confusion the omission may have caused.

Don’t forget to

VOTE
Mon., 4/4, in Fairhaven
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Land acquisition to restore access to two Coves
By Anne Fenton

Neighb News Correspondent
The Fairhaven Community Preser -

va tion Committee (CPC) will probably
make Fairhaven quahoggers very
happy as a result of a decision at their
recent meeting on Thursday, 3/24.

The CPC will ask town meeting to
buy two parcels of land, for $1 each,
that will allow access to the shellfish
beds in Round and Senior Coves.
Donna Ristuccia is listed as the owner
of the two parcels. The article is on
the special town meeting warrant.

After buying Bella Vista Island in
December of 2009, Anwar Faisal and
his wife Heiam Alsawalhi, installed a
fence and posted “no trespassing”
signs to restrict access to the
shellfish beds.

Town Planner William Roth said
that their actions “created a huge
neighborhood dispute” involv ing a
number of local people.

“An opportunity has come up that
is too good to pass up,” said Mr. Roth.

He asked to give “kudos” to
shellfish warden Tim Cox, who talked
with Dan and Donna Ristuccia’s son
about the possibility of donating or

selling adjacent property to the town.
Dan Ristuccia then started talking
details with Mr. Roth.

Mr. and Mrs. Ristuccia decided to
sell two parcels of land, Lots 61 and
64 on Fairhaven Assessors Map 43B,
for the sum of $1 each, plus closing
costs.

Mr. Roth noted that in order to
comply with a potential conservation

requirement to provide access where
there is not already a path, a wooden
raised path might be needed. In order
to utilize recreation funds for that
type of project the property must be
owned by the town. If needed, the
Shellfish Warden and Harbormaster
will determine the type of wooden
structure to be built.

A Purchase and Sale agreement has

been completed by the town and is
expected to be returned from the
property owners in time for the
special Town Meeting to be held on
May 7, 2011. The closing will take
place a minimum of 10 days after a
yes vote at the special Town Meeting. 

If the transaction is completed this
year, money from the CPC’s Profes -
sional Services account will pay for
the legal fees for the closing costs for
the property. The money will come
from the existing fund balance so
there will be no delay; and the parcels
are land court property so no
additional surveys or title searches
need to done.

“I fully expect the project to come
in next year,” declared Mr. Roth,
meaning quahoggers will be able to
access the beds this summer.

Absent from the unanimous
decision to submit this article to the
Special TM were Carol Tyson, James
Souza, and Cynthia McNaughten, with
Jay Simmons arriving after the Land
Acquisition discussion, prior to the
vote.

•••

An opportunity has 
come up that is too good

to pass up [Bill Roth]

The Fairhaven Historical
Society
presents

East Fairhaven
History:

Naskatucket
By

Natalie S. Hemingway

Friday, April 1, 7 p.m. • Fairhaven Town Hall
40 Center Street, Fairhaven, MA • Accessible/Walnut Street • Refreshments.

Free, donations requested. 
Natalie Hemingway has written two books about East Fairhaven, and is working on a third. She will talk about the history

of East Fairhaven and answer questions. People who have pictures or stories about East Fairhaven are encouraged to attend
and share their stories. Mrs. Hemingway may include them in her next book.

For more information, please call Barbara Acksen, President at 508-993-0317.
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Re-Elect
Geoff

Haworth
Fairhaven

Board of Public
Works

Paid for by Geoffrey Haworth • ghaworth2@gmail.com

For Experience
For Leadership

For Integrity
RE-ELECT 

GEOFF
HAWORTH

Keep Fairhaven “FAIR”
Vote to re-elect 

Kathy “Bouley” Sturtevant to the Board of
Public Works on Monday, April 4

• Lifelong resident of
Fairhaven

• Founding member of
Sconticut Neck Sewer 
Study Committee

• Former member
Conservation Commission

• Town Meeting Member for
16 years

Kathy Believes in:
• Keeping Fairhaven “Green”
• Good communication

among all town boards and
departments

• Independent thinking
Former BPW Superintendent
Fred Raphael endorses Kathy
Bouley Sturtevant.

Kathy Bouley Sturtevant
for Board of Public Works

Paid for by Committee to Re-elect Kathy Sturtevant

800+ signatures collected to “hold” school building vote
By Joyce Rowley

NeighbNews Correspondent
A group of Fairhaven residents,

disturbed by what they called a lack
of information leading up to the
decision to consoli date the Wood and
Rogers schools, presented a petition
with more than 800 names to the
Selectboard on Thursday, March 24.
The petitioners are asking the
Selectboard to put on hold the Town
Meeting article that requests $200,000
for a new school schematic design.

Copies were provided to School
Superin tendent Robert Baldwin and
School Building Committee Chairper -
son Christopher Bunnell. Dr. Baldwin
presented a copy of the petition at a
meeting of the Mass. School Building
Authority (MSBA) on Friday, 3/25.

When contacted for this article,
Selectboard Chair Charles Murphy
said the petition will go before the
Selectboard on April 4. He said he had
seen the petition.

“There’s a lot of names,” he said.
“A lot of names.”

The petition calls for a “hold” in
the process and seeks to have the
current School Building Committee
(SBC) modified to include parents,

neigh bors and concerned residents. It
states that the current committee is
comprised of school and town
employees and School Committee
members. The petition also asks that
all information be made public, and
for a community survey to be taken
on the consolidation.

A “no” vote at Town Meeting  would
start the 120-day clock ticking at the
MSBA. The Town would have to hurry
to put together a different plan. That,
claim the petitioners, would
jeopardize future funding.

But that’s what the proponents of
consolidating the schools also claim. 

“To rescind the article would
repre sent a ‘no’ vote,” said Mr.
Murphy, who said he had just finished
discussing the matter with Executive
Secretary Jeffrey Osuch.

Mr. Osuch had accompanied Dr.
Baldwin, Mr. Bunnell, and FinCom
Chair John Roderiques to Boston for
the meeting with the MSBA on the
25th. School Committee (SC) and SBC
member Pam Kuechler also attended
the meeting. The purpose of that
meeting was for clarification, said
Colin Veitch, SC chairperson.

“We haven’t been up there for

awhile, since November,” he said,
adding that the meeting would
update the MSBA and provide the
“shape of the project.” 

When asked if the School Commit -
tee would be taking the MSBA matter
up at its next meeting, he said it was
not their issue. He said it was for the
School Building Committee.

But when asked when the SBC
meets again, Mr. Veitch said it would
not meet until money is approved for
the schematic design at Town Meeting.

Mr. Murphy said that the MSBA had
promised a letter of determina tion
that would address the issue of how
many schools they would pay for. 

“What they said was that you’re
more than welcome to pay for renova -
tions yourself,” said Mr. Murphy.

According to Dr. Baldwin, the Town
will submit a letter by April 1 to the
MSBA outlining the three options
reviewed and the process used to
select the preferred option. The
MSBA will respond with a letter of
determination by April 15. It is
anticipated that the MSBA’s letter will
provide a response to whether they
will fund a two-school option.

PETITION: cont’d on page 29
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IN YOUR HOME:
Call Cyclone and our  uni formed, professional crew will take care of
your wall-to-wall  carpets. You just pick up the phone.

AT OUR PLACE:
Drop off your area carpet one day and pick it up a few days later.
ALL carpets are machine scrubbed and extraction-rinsed for a clean

that only Cyclone can give. Don’t just clean it, make it Cyclone-clean.

YOUR CARPET

CLEANING

PROFESSIONALS

CYCLONE CLEANING SERVICES
Proudly serving Greater New Bedford for 40 years
Cyclone: a name you can trust.
833 Mt. Pleasant St. • New Bedford
508-995-8816 • Anthony David 

Call th
e

Company

you Trust

Wall-to-Wall • Orientals • Area Carpets • Braided

AT YOUR PLACE, OR OURS
CONVENIENT RUG & CARPET

DROP-OFF CENTER

Visit www.CycloneCleaning.com to learn about all our cleaning services

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS:
Do you have smoke, fire, or water damage due to flooding, fire, or

furnace malfunction? You have the right to choose your contractor.
We are experts in water and smoke removal/restoration: 

from cleaning to complete reconstruction.

* Annual Percentage Rate = APR. Above APRs reflect a .50% rate reduction for automatic payment from a SMCU
Checking Account for remainder of loan. Available to qualifying members based upon established underwriting
guidelines and creditworthiness. Other rates and terms available. Refinancing existing SMCU loans excluded.
These offers may be withdrawn or modified at any time. Some
restrictions may apply. Available on model years 2007-2011and
requires a minimum down payment of 5% of the purchase price or
NADA value, whichever is less. APRs effective 2/1/11. 

Low Rate Auto Loans
• New or Used • Low Payments

• Purchases or Refinancing

Other low rates and terms available. To apply for a loan call
1-866-484-2264 or online at southernmass.com.

Protect your purchase with GAP insurance. Ask for details.

Main Office: 123 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719
Branch Office: 2926 Acushnet Avenue, New Bedford, MA 02745

Loan Center: 866-484-2264 (available 24/7)
Connecting All Offices: 508-994-9971

It’s a Slam Dunk with
Southern Mass
Credit Union

Federally insured with NCUA

As low as

2.49%
APR*

Terms up to 3 years
Cost per $1,000=$28.86 (3 yrs.)

MODEL YEARS 2007-2011
As low as

2.74%
APR*

Term: 4 years
Cost per $1,000=$22.02

As low as

2.99%
APR*

Term: 5 years
Cost per $1,000=$17.97

181 Huttleston Ave., Fairhaven (Co. Washington)
508-717-0278 • www.SweetGingerRestaurant.com

Open 7 days: Mon.-Thurs., 11 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Fri. & Sat., 11 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sun., noon-10 p.m.

Full Bar
•

Family
Dining

Take-Out
•

Healthy
Dishes

Available

Meatless Specials: $7.95
M1 Szechuan Shrimp, Fried Vegetable Wonton, Vegetable

Roll, White Rice
M2 Fresh Garlic Stir Fried with Green Beans, Crab Rangoon,

Fried Jumbo Shrimp, White Rice
M3 Curry Fish Fillet, Fried Vegetable Wonton, Fried Jumbo

Shrimp, White Rice
M4 Scallop Fried Rice, Crab Rangoon, Vegetabe Roll, Chow Mein

We will serve Chow Mein sauce/gravy without meat 
through Good Friday

Linguica Fried Rice
Small $5.95 • Large $8.35

Linguica Fried Brown Rice
Small $6.95 • Large $9.35

(Includes bean sprouts, onion, green pepper, red pepper & egg)
Linguica Fried Wonton: $4.25

Large Fish & Chips  . . . . . . . . . .$7.50
Scallop Plate  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11.95
Shrimp Plate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.95
Fried Clams  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13.50
Pan Seared Scrod 
with Herb Butter  . . . . . . . . . . .$8.95

Call Jevon for your Custom Catering Needs. Your
special event will be prepared just the way you want it.
Full service, delivery, or take-out: 774-473-0393 (cell)

Also Offering Daily Specials 
Suitable for the Season

Lenten Seafood 
Suggestions

MAC’S SODA BAR
A Sconticut Neck tradition

Open Every Day: 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

508-992-8615

Mac’s has been satisfying a wide circle of friends at
116 Sconticut Neck Rd., Fairhaven, since June 21, 1946



Historical Society
April 1. See ad on page 3.

Concert Series
Community Concert Series:

Atwater-Donnely Folk Duo, Sunday,
4/3, First Congregational Church, 34
Center Street, Fairhaven, 2:00 p.m.
Accessible. Award-winning duo
performs a unique and thrilling blend
of traditional American and Celtic
folk music and dance, along with
original songs and poetry. Elwood
and Aubrey blend gorgeous and
unusual harmonies and play guitar,
mountain dulcimer, mandolin, tin
whistle, harmonica, banjo, bones,
spoons, limberjacks, and other
surprises including Appalachian
clogging and French Canadian
footwork. They explain song origins
to create a deeper understanding of
the music and its cultural history.
Tickets are $10 adults, children free
with adult. Tickets are $10 and will
be available at the door. To reserve
call 508-994-3607. Visit http://
sites.google.com/ site/fhvnccs/.

Lions Club Breakfast
The Fairhaven Lions Club recently

donated $3,500.00 to Lions Interna -
tional to go towards their cause of
“Eye Research.” This donation was
presented at the Lions International
Mid-Winter Conference held in
Plymouth, MA.

As part of their continuing fund
raising projects, the Fairhaven Lions
Club will be holding their Annual
Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, April
3rd at St. Mary’s Hall on Main Street
in No. Fairhaven, from 8 a.m.–12
noon. Tickets are $5.00 and can be
purchased by calling Vic Oliveira at
508-992-1775 or they can be pur -
chased at the door.

At the UU Church
The following events are at the

Unitarian Memorial Church, 102
Green Street, Fairhaven, 508-992-7081.
Accessible.

Spiritual Explorers
Tuesday, April 5, parish house,

7:00 p.m. All are welcome to explore
the concepts of various spiritual
tradi tions, both ancient and modern,
to expand awareness and under -
stand ing. Meets first and third

Tuesdays. Free. For more informa -
tion, call Ann Fox at 508-992-7081 or
email RevAnnFox@aol.com.

Special Service:
Transgender Minister

Special service: On Sunday, April
3 at 10:30, Mr. Barb Grieve, M. Div., a
transgender person and UU minister,
will give a sermon called “Courage
from Necessity.” He will preach on
the courage it takes to live out one’s
truth with integrity. A lifelong
Unitarian Universalist and graduate
of Starr King School for the Ministry,
Barb will share some of his own
coming out journey. He is the Interim
Director of Lifespan Education at the
Unitarian Universalist Newton
Church. After the service, Barb will
host a conversation about trans -
gender identities.

Fish & Chips
Fish & Chips dinner from Our

Lady’s Haven kitchen, 71 Center St.,
Fairhaven, on Fridays: 4/1, 4/8, 4/15.
From 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m., TAKE-OUT
ONLY, $6/plate. Tickets must be
purchased in advance, 508-999-4561.
Accessible. Benefits OLH residents.

Baseball Camp
The Fairhaven High School Base -

ball Team will host a skills clinic for
girls and boys ages 6-13 on two
Saturdays: April 9th and April 16th
from 9–11:30AM at Hastings Middle
School (rain dates 4/30 & 5/7). 

The cost is $40 before April 6th or
$50 on the spot; proceeds to benefit
Fairhaven High School Baseball and
the Class of 2012.

If possible, youth should take their
equipment and protective gear. To
register, or for further information,
contact Rudy Bulgar at 508-979-4051
x5414, rbulgar@fairhavenps.org or
Tracy Higgins at x1105, thiggins@
fairhavenps.org.

Dr. Jekyll & 
Mr. Hyde

The Fairhaven High School Drama
Club will be staging the Broadway
musical theater phenomenon Jekyll
and Hyde on Thursday March 31st
through Saturday April 2nd at 7:30
pm and Sunday April 3rd at 2 pm.
The show will take place in the
performing arts center at Fairhaven

High School.
Jekyll and Hyde is an evocative tale

of the epic battle between good and
evil, based on the Robert Louis
Stevenson’s classic story about a
brilliant doctor whose experiments
with human personality create a
murderous counterpart. 

Tickets are on sale now and the
high school box office is open
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
evening from 6 to 8 pm. The box
office is in the rear of the school. You
may also order your tickets by phone;
the number is 508-979-4051 Ext. 5411.
Please leave your name and number
and someone will get back to you as
soon as possible.

Jane Doe No More
Local organization Connecting the

Dots…hosts Donna Palomba on
Saturday, April 2, 2011, at Seaport
Inn and Marina in Fairhaven, from
7-8 p.m. Accessible.

Connecting the Dots… invites the
community to view “Duty Trumps
Doubt,” Ms. Palomba’s new video
currently being used by law enforce -
ment to secure a more rapid,
professional and dutiful response to
victims of abuse crimes. 

Jane Doe No More founder Donna
Palomba is a riveting speaker, whose
story served to inspire Connecting
the Dots… in furthering its goal
toward establishing positive change
out of injustice.

For more information, contact
Beverly Rousseau at 508-525-6884, or
email www.connectingthedots-info.
org, or janedoenomore.org.

At the Millicent
At the Millicent Library, 45 Center

St., Fairhaven. Walnut Street entrance
is accessible. To register, call the
library at 508-992-5342, or email Jane
Murphy (jmurphy@sailsinc.org).

April is National Poetry Month.
Poem in Your Pocket Day is April 14.
There will be a display in the
children’s room celebrating the event.

April Teen Advisory Group
(Milliwizards) meets Thursday, April
7th from 3-5 p.m. Grade 6 and up. 

We’ll celebrate Poetry month with
a special Teen Poetry “Coffeehouse/
Open mike” program. 

National Library week is April
10th–16th. This year’s theme is

AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS
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HAPPENINGS OVERTOWN
FIA Annual Meeting

The Annual Dinner and Meeting of
the Fairhaven Improvement Associa -
tion will be held on Tuesday, April
12, 2011 at the Wamsutta Club.
Members and guests are invited to
attend. Cocktails will begin at 5:30 PM
followed by dinner at 6:30 PM.

This event allows us to conduct
annual elections of new Board
Members and Officers, as well as to
honor individuals who have provided
outstanding community service and
to local businesses which have
beauti fied their properties in
Fairhaven. Honorees include Mr.
Enrique Goytizola and Mr. Wayne
Oliveira for their service; and Sivalai
Thai Cuisine Restaurant and Sullivan
Tire and Auto Center for their
beautification efforts. The evening
will also feature a presentation of
historical facts and descriptions of
the Rogers School as well as other
schools in Town presented by Mrs.
Myra Lopes.

Dinner choices for the Annual
Dinner include Petite Filet Mignon
($30); Lemon Pepper Chicken ($25);
Baked Scrod($25); or Caesar Salad
with Grilled Chicken($16). Please plan
to attend and take a friend. Contact
Linda Meredith at 508-542-1735 for
reservations and questions.

Whale Educator
Workshop

Schooling With Whales,” a Profes -
sional Development Workshop at the
New Bedford Whaling Museum, 18
Johnny Cake Hill, New Bedford, will
be offered on the first weekend in
April – Saturday, April 2 from 8:30

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Sunday April 3
from 12:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Accessible. This ten-hour profes -
sional development course will
introduce teachers of grades 3-8 to
whale/cetacean related topics which
can be used to teach concepts
prescribed by state science and
mathematics frameworks. 

Whales may not travel in schools,
but they can be used within a school
setting as a teaching tool. Topics
include anatomy, food chains,
geography, mapping, taxonomy and
unit conversions. Teachers will leave
with a packet of activities, links to
useful web sites and a greater
appreciation for whales and their kin.

Tuition for the course is $50.
Completion of the course provides
ten (10) Professional Development
Points (PDPs). In addition, one (1)
graduate credit is available through
Cambridge College. Graduate credit
cost is an additional $50. To register,
please contact the course instructor:
Robert Rocha, Science Programs
Manager, New Bedford Whaling
Museum at rrocha@whalingmuseum.
org. Direct line: 508-717-6849.

Low-Cost Rabies
Clinics

Two low-cost rabies clinics will be
held for pet owners in New Bedford
and surrounding communities on
Saturday, April 2, from 10 am.–Noon.
Fee: $10 per pet. New Bedford dog
licenses will also be available.

TWO LOCATIONS
South end: Fire Station #11, Brock

Ave./Mott Street.
North end: Fire Station #9, Tarkiln

Hill Road/Ashley Blvd.

All animals must be properly
restrained. All dog licenses must be
renewed every year; 2010 dog license
expired in December.

Music at St.
Anthony’s

At 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 3,
MUSIC AT ST. ANTHONY’S is excited
to present internationally renowned
international concert organist, Gail
Archer, in a recital at St. Anthony of
Padua church in New Bedford’s North
End. The recital is part of the
fundraising series for the restoration
of the nearly 100 year old pipe organ.
Complimentary tea and refreshments
are served after the recital at a
reception to meet the organist in the
church hall. Freewill donations are
collected during the event, and
patrons are encouraged to “Adopt an
Organ Part” to help the fundraising.

St. Anthony’s French Romantic
Casavant pipe organ is a fitting
instrument for Ms. Archer’s expertise
and skill. With a repertoire of her
depth and breadth, anticipation is at
its highest for this artist in the closing
recital of the 2010-11 MUSIC AT ST.
ANTHONY’S series.

St. Anthony’s great pipe organ is
one of the largest of its type and size
in North America.  It was designed for
the space in the large Romanesque
cathedral style church, which
possesses a great acoustic quality
due to the wood and plaster interior
finishes. It is difficult to find items
that appreciate in value, but a fine
instrument of this quality does so
when it is properly cared for.

Since this organ cannot be

STILL AROUND TOWN
“Create Your Own Story.” April 13th is
Library Snapshot Day. April 14th is
Teen Literature Day! 

FYFA Reg
Fairhaven Youth Football

Association (FYFA) will be holding
April registrations for the upcoming
fall 2011 seasonon Friday, April 1st 6
PM to 8 PM and Saturday, April 2nd, 9
AM to Noon at the former Fairhaven
Oxford School gym, Main Street,
North Fairhaven.

The Fairhaven Youth Football

Association is a member of the
National Pop Warner Football League.
Tackle football and cheer team ages
are 7–15 years. Football players are
assigned by age, weight, and
boundaries. Children learn the
fundamentals of football, how to work
as a team, make new friends, and
build confidence. Players and cheer
teams have the chance to compete in
the regional playoffs, and the Pop
Warner National Championship Game
in Florida.

The registration for Tackle and

Cheer Football: $100 due at sign-up.
Multiple sibling discounts available 

New player must have ORIGINAL
RAISED SEAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE. We
will need to keep this certificate until
the season begins. It will be returned
at your request after our team books
are certified.

Parents are encouraged to
download the applications online at
www.fairhavenacushnetyouthfootball
.com. You will still need to come to
the registration drive to complete the
appropriate paperwork.

Cont’d next page
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MO LIFE ball
M.O. L.I.F.E. (Murphy and Others

Living Interdependently for Future
Endeavors) will sponsor its 15th
annual semi-formal ball at White’s of
Westport from 6 p.m.–midnight on
Friday, April 1. Semi-formal attire.

Tickets: $45 per person. Order
tickets online at www.molifeinc.com
or call 508-992-5978.

The evening will include dinner
and dancing, entertain ment, raffles
and silent auction.

Each year M.O. L.I.F.E. recognizes
individuals who have gone above and
beyond for others. This year the
entire Cox family from Dorothy Cox
Chocolates in Fairhaven is the Family
of the Year; Thomas Riley is Person of
the Year; Jeannette Pittsley will
receive the Lifetime Achivement
Award; and Craig Fortin will receive
the Personal Achievement mAward. 

M.O. L.I.F.E. is a 501(c)3 recognized
non-profit organization.

Food Addicts
Free and open to the public, Food

Addicts in Recovery Anonymous (FA)
meeting on Tuesday, April 5, from
7:00–8:30 PM on Tuesday, April 5th

Free yourself from food addiction
and food obsession. Come to a
community information meeting for
anyone suffering from food
obsession, overeating, under-eating
and bulimia. Everyone is welcome to
this free meeting, including those
who think they may have a food
problem or those who are concerned

about someone who may.
At Church of The Good Shepherd,

74 High St., Wareham, MA. Parking
and entrance to meeting at rear of
church. Accessible. Visit www.
foodaddicts.org

Tiara Classic Teams
The Women’s Fund Tiara 5K

Planning Team is in full training mode
as they prepare for the 5th Annual
Tiara Classic 5K Race & Walk event to
take place on Mother’s Day, Sunday
May 8, 2011.

Loyal Tiara 5K supporters inspired
the Women’s Fund to create this
year’s “Team Up for the Tiara” effort.
Participants can now formally create
active running and walking teams.
Individuals and teams can also ask
friends and family to sponsor their 5K
in order to raise additional support
for the Women’s Fund which pro -
motes the educational and economic
advancement of women and girls in
this region.

Sarah Mercer-Medeiros has run the
Tiara Classic 5K for the last four
years. Last year she teamed up with
her family and members of her
boyfriend’s family and they all walked
or ran together. Dressed all in green
with matching T-shirts that read “In
Memory of Moms,” team participants
kicked off Mother’s Day on the right
foot. This year Sarah is team captain
and their group has something
wonderful in store. The Women’s
Fund will award team prizes for the
most funds raised, the most mother-

daughter pairs on a team and the
most creatively attired teams. Prizes
for the first female and male indi -
vidual finishers will also be awarded.

Participants may register for our
5th annual Tiara Classic 5K Mother’s
Day Race/Walk. The event takes
place Sunday, May 8 at Oxford
Creamery in Mattapoisett. Kids Fun
Run at 9:00 AM, 5K at 9:30 AM.
Registration begins at 7:30 AM.

For more information about the
Women’s Fund or to register as an
individual or as a team, please visit
www.womensfundsema.org. If you are
interested in fundraising for the event
visit http://www.active.com/donate/
womensfundsema

ABWA meeting
The members of the Southcoast

Express Network of the American
Business Women’s Association
(ABWA) invite all women from
diverse occupations and stages in
their professional careers to join
them at their next meeting on
Wednesday, April 6, at 5:30 p.m. at
the Country Club of New Bedford,
585 Slocum Road, North Dartmouth.
Wheelchair accessible.

The group’s focus includes
increasing their membership, provid -
ing opportunities for women to grow
personally and professionally, and
becoming the women’s networking
group in SE  Mass. To make a
reservation or for more information,
please contact April Jodoin, VP of
Finance, at 508-995-2553.

HAPPENINGS/OTHER LATITUDES

STILL OVERTOWN
replaced, it is a treasure for New
Bedford, and the New England region;
it is being preserved through this
music series. Over the last 99 years, it
has been in use and maintained, but it
was damaged in the 1950’s when
lightning hit the church. One of the
sections, the solo division, was not
repaired at that time, but through the
success of the campaign to restore
the organ before its 100th birthday,
that section is back in full working
order; Ms. Archer will make great use
of its added power and sound.

For more information, please call
the rectory at 508-993-1691.  Direc -
tions and information about the
Church and the organ fund are posted
on the Internet at www. musicAt

SaintAnthonys.org. We regret that St.
Anthony’s Church is not accessible.

Seamen’s Bethel F-R
The Committee to Restore the

Seamen’s Bethel will host the final
program in its three-concert series at
3 p.m. April 3. In cooperation with
the New Bedford Symphony Orchestra,
Héloïse Degrugillier, recorder, and
Paul Cienniwa, harpsichord, will
perform a concert of 17th- and 18th-
century French baroque music to
welcome spring. The New Bedford
Port Society and its Ladies’ Branch
are presenting the concerts to raise
funds for urgently needed repairs to
the historic house of worship.

A tea will follow, with the national
park’s “Ruth” and “Abby,” who
portray 19th-century whaler’s wives,
serving as hostesses.

Tickets, priced at $20 each, are
available online at http://seamens
bethel.eventbrite.com, from EURO/
Phoenix in Fairhaven, Baker Books in
Dartmouth, or from Peter Haley,
director of the Seamen’s Bethel and
Mariners’ Home, between 9 a.m. and 4
p.m. weekdays by calling 508-992-3295. 

All tax-deductible donations for the
project are welcome. Checks can be
made out to the Port Society, 15 Johnny
Cake Hill, New Bedford, MA 02740 and
marked Building Restora tion Fund.

For more information, visit www.
portsociety.org or call (508) 992-3295.
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Ted Silva
Licensed Private Investigator

PRIVATE • Criminal Defense • C.P.C.S.
Exclusively serving attorneys.

Tel: 508-997-0952
email: tedsilva@comcast.net • Fax: 508-997-0951

New Bedford, Massachusetts
MA Lic. P-1355

Lenny Fleurent 
& Sons

Masonry Contractors
508-996-0861 • 508-971-3478 (cell)

Over 55 years’ experience

SPECIALISTS in waterproofing cellars/basements
Jobs big or small — we do them all!

Cement Floors • Cement Driveways
Chimneys • Stone Walls • Patios &

Steps Sidewalks & Aprons • Fireplaces
Insured • Residential • Town Approved • Lic. # 013997

◆ MUNICIPAL TAXATION ◆
◆ LAND COURT REPRESENTATION ◆

◆ ESTATES ◆

4 PARK PLACE • SUITE 101 • NEW BEDFORD • MA 02740
M J T @ M J T H O M A S L AW. C O M

508-994-1500 • FAX: 508-990-1916

Homeowners
◆ We Insure Coastal Properties ◆

◆ Alternatives to Mass Fair Plan Available ◆

◆ Competitive Premiums for Homes 
Valued Over $250,000 ◆

Call us Today!

Fairhaven Center for Business
65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-997-8515 • 508-997-8670 (fax)

www.vieirains.com

39 Day Guarantee
Your House Sold in 
39 Days or Fewer

Free 24-hour Recorded Line:
1-800-670-0756, Ext. 1232

774-202-7060
info@ryanrealty
associates.com

If you like it, tell a
friend. If not, tell us.

• 90 cents per pound 
pickup & delivery service

• 75 cents per pound 
drop-off 

228 Hillman St. • New Bedford, MA 02740 • Email: DimanLaundry@aol.com

508-999-0227
1-866-505-0227

Gilly Brasidio
Owner

56 Goulart Mem. Dr. • Long Island • Fairhaven, MA
508-993-8600 • www.earlsmarina.com

The Mercury Is Rising…
Slowly, But Surely

Don’t be left out in the cold
Limited slip availability. 

Call now to reserve your spot
Be prepared: Down the Hatch is
opening Memorial Day Weekend



By Bob Hobbs
Special to the Neighb News
FHS’s Adam Mullen

Honored
Adam won the basketball Dave

Cowen’s award for top high school
player in the area. The following week
he was selected Standard-Times
basketball player of the year.

Adam was the best player in the
area and deserves both honors. We
congratulate him and wish him well in
his collegiate future.

Billy Lessa was also honored as
second team pick.

Kara Charette makes 
ST All Stars

Kara was selected to the Standard-
Times all stars basketball team. Kara
had a super year and will be back
next year.

Kelsey Perrone-Sovik was selected
to second team. 

Congratulations to both super
players.

FHS Hall of Fame
Selections for 2011 Hall of Fame

induction have been made.
Lifetime Achiever’s went to David

Jenny, nationally renowned engineer,
class of 1949. 

Athletes are: Paul Cieurzo, class of
1926, all BC Running Back; Manny
Cabral, 1956, 11 letterman in super
50’s; Bob Gauvier, 1931, outstanding
4-year hockey all-star; Kim Melanson,
1991, 12 letter in volleyball, track and
basketball. Coach selection was Sam
Galvan, outstanding boys and girls
soccer coach. Memorable season
team: 1961 basketball team, BC
Champs led by Mike Fitzgerald, Skip
Hall, Bob Lebeau, John Kidd and
Norm Tate. 

Banquet will be held at the Century
House on Sunday, June 26, the week
of Homecoming. 
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Recipe of the Week
Chicken Marbala

1 head garlic, pureed
4-6 chickens
1/4 C dried oregano
salt and pepper to taste
1/2 c red wine vinegar
1/2 c olive oil
1 C pitted prunes
1/2 c Spanish green olives
1/2 c capers with juice
1 C brown sugar
1 C white wine (good wine)
1/4 c Italian parsley or fresh

cilantro
Mix all ingredients except

brown sugar and white wine.
Refrigerate and marinate
overnight.

Next day: preheat oven to 350°
Transfer chicken to shallow

baking pan. Sprinke with brown
sugar and white wine.

Bake 50 minutes basting with
juices. Serve with spinach salad

From Rachael Thomas Higgins

A Little Bit of Sports

Fairhaven Computer Repair

• Virus & Spyware Removal
• House Calls
• On-Site Service 24/7

• Repairs • Installs
• Upgrades • Networks
• Laptops • Wireless

A local repairman for the local community!

508-991-0169

17+ years’ experience!

The Fairhaven High School 1961 basketball team will be inducted into the 2011 Hall of
Fame for its Memorable Season. Pictured, from the yearbook: Head Coach Entin and
Assistant Coach Wilson, P. Fermino, R Lebeau, S. Vining, J. Hall, K Browing, M.
Fitzgerald, S. Toland, J. Battaini, D. Frates. 

BIG Neighb News Final Four
Basketball March Madness

Contest
Pick the winner by Friday April 1st,

and total points in case of a tie.
Winner will receive a Gift Certifi -

cate to the Courtyard Restaurant.
All entries must be in by April 1st.
Pick from Kentucky, VCU, Belmont

or UConn.
National Championship Game will

be on Monday April 4th, in Houston.
E-mail neighbnews@comcast.net

or mail to Fairhaven Neighborhood
News Sports, 166 Dogwood St., Fair -
haven, MA 02719; fax, 508-991-5580.

Hours: Tue, Wed, Thur, Sat 10–5:30
Fri 11–7 • Sun 1–4 • Closed Monday

154 Huttleston Ave. (Rte. 6), Fairhaven
(At the former Modern Galleries) • 508-997-0166 

We are always looking 
for consignments.

Call for information

WHAT A FIND!
Consignment Furniture & Home Décor

Looking to downsize? 
Furnishing your first place?

Looking to redecorate?
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Cyd�s 
Creative
Kitchen

$200

OFF*

Any Lunch
Monday through

Friday
On meals of $6.29 and up

*Must present coupon. Offer expires 4/8/11. Limit $2 per person. Maximum $4 per
coupon. Not valid on weekly specials. Cannot be used with any other promotions

2331 Acushnet Ave.
New Bedford

Open Daily, 6 a.m.-2 p.m. • Sunday, 6 a.m.-1 p.m.

Once a week
go Greek!

Yia Yia’s Pizza Cafe
381 Sconticut Neck Rd.

(corner of Seaview)

508-990-1919
*Plus tax and delivery. With this coupon, one coupon per
order. Not to be combined with other offers. Exp. 4/8/11 

We accept
competitors’ coupons

We deliver!

Complete Menu of Chinese & 
American Selections

Call 508-992-8668 for take-out.
Open every day 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS

Go where you KNOW
the food is ALWAYS

good...for EVERY meal!

51 Main Street, Fairhaven Center
Gift Certificates for all Occasions

Trusted by your friends and 
family since 1961

We serveBeer & Wine

$2off
All purchases of at least $20

With this coupon. Exp. 4/8/11.
Not to be  combined with other offers.

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN 2011

Bud & Bud Light 30 pack...................................$2149 + dep.

Coors Light 30 pack ............................................$2049 + dep.

Heineken 24 loose bottles....................................$2379 + dep.

Absolut Vodka 1.75..............................................$2999

Captain Morgan Rum 1.75..................................$2999

Jim Beam Bourbon 1.75 ......................................$2499

Christian Bros. Brandy 1.75 ...............................$1999

Gordon’s Gin 1.75 ................................................$1699

Kahlua 750 ...........................................................$1999

Kendall Jackson Chard 750 ................................$1199

George Duboeuf Cotes du Rhone 750..................$699

Foxhorn Wines 1.5. All Varietals ...........................$799

Open Mon.-Thurs., 9-10; Fri. & Sat., 9-11; Sun., 12-6

This week’s specials

355 Huttleston Ave.
Route 6, Fairhaven

508-990-8724

1926 Purchase St.
New Bedford
508-999-4724

More than 
300 wines to
choose from&

WE LISTEN

WE CARE

WE TAKE ACTION

PONICHTERA DENARDIS P.C.
SINCE 1987

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Divorce & Family Law

Custody

Support & Visitation

Trials & Mediation

Real Estate

Social Security Disab
ility

Criminal

Wills & Estates

Personal Injury

Get the
personal,

experienced
service you
deserve.

- Nos Falamos
Portugues
Ann M.

Ponichtera
De Nardis

Antonio Daniel
P. De Nardis

Call us for your free consultation

508-991-3355
10 Park Place, New Bedford • Free On Site Parking

Visit Us on The Web: www.panddlaw.com

Two
small

1-topping
pizzas

We now have
gluten-free

crust

$

1099*

American Legion Post 166
54 Main Street • Fairhaven

508-993-0046
Saturday, April 16 • Buffett

6:30–7:30 p.m.
Entertainment by Five Alive

from 8 p.m.–midnight
Hot & Cold Buffet • 50-50 Raffle

Door Prize • $10 per person
Get tickets at the bar anytime.
All proceeds benefit Post 166.

50s & 60s Dance
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FinCom haggles over $2 purchase for quahog bed access
By Joyce Rowley

NeighbNews Correspondent
Fairhaven Finance Committee

Chairperson John Roderiques began
the March 24 meeting by pushing for
a vote to set the gasoline price to
estimate fuel budgets for FY2012. He
recommended that FinCom vote in
$3.60 per gallon. Local prices are
around $3.44, and the suggested price
allows an offset against possible price
increases over the next year. The
reserve fund has up to $175,000 in it
for overruns, should gas prices soar
next year. FinCom voted unanimously
to approve the $3.60 per gallon.

Mr. Roderiques next announced
that he had been invited to attend a
meeting of the Mass. School Building
Authority in Boston on March 25,
with School Building Committee
members and Executive Secre tary
Jeffrey Osuch. As FinCom
chairper son, Mr. Roderiques
said he wanted to ask MSBA
whether or not the two-school
option was viable. He said he
would ask for the answer in
writing.

FinCom member Jennifer
Bishop said that a petition with
800 signatures had been
submitted to the Selectboard
that afternoon asking to slow
the design process down Mr.
Roderiques reminded Ms.
Bishop that her obligations as a
special municipal employee
carried certain restrictions. He
said he would supply her with
information on those restrictions.

In another matter, Harbormaster
David Darmofal presented Article 28,
which requests $19,250 from the
Waterways account for a pump-out
boat. The boat will cost $77,000 with
75% of the cost coming from a grant.

Mr. Darmofal said the current
pump-out boat is unsafe, has leaks
and odor problems due to lack of
maintenance. 

FinCom Member Daniel DeNardis
asked why the last boat was not
maintained, and what maintenance
plan was in place for the new boat.

In the past, boats were not
properly winterized or maintained,
Mr. Darmofal said. He said boats are
now wrapped and bearings greased
for winter, bilge systems repaired and
electrical cut-off systems installed to
preserve the batteries.

Mr. Darmofal also presented the

Shellfish Warden budget of $105,267,
a decrease over FY2011 of $25,585.
Salaries were slightly up due to step
increases although he is at the last
step in his range. Purchases of
services were down overall but
supplies went up substantially. Mr.
Darmofal said that was due to better
maintenance of equipment.

Boat storage was also a factor in
services. He said the pump-out boat
is stored at Earl’s Marina. 

Member Theresa Szala questioned
why the Town pays for storage when
the Town owns property at
Maclean’s. Mr. Darmofal answered
that Earl’s has security.

Member Kim Hyland questioned
the need for four boats. In addition to
the pump-out boat, the Town was
awarded a $200,000 no-match grant
secured by New Bedford to purchase

a 27 ft. Brunswick Boston Whaler with
an enclosed cabin, night vision, 48-
mile radar, GPS, and a police/fire/VHF
radio.

State Representative William
Strauss secured a $44,000 grant for
the Town that will be used to
purchase a 25 ft. Boston Whaler for
Environmental Police use with night
vision, radar, lights and sirens, and
two refurbished 150 hp engines. It
also comes with a rebuilt trailer. 

The existing Shellfish Warden’s
boat is a flat bottom 21 ft. Boston
Whaler which is used to carry 1,000-
80 lb. bags of quahogs for trans -
planting. It is also one of the few
boats that can get under the I-195
bridge.

The new pump-out boat is 23 ft.
long. Only the 21 ft. boat will be
stored on its trailer. The rest will need
to be kept at a marina.

Gas for the boats is purchased at
the marina and may get as high as $5
per gallon, according to Mr. Darmofal.
State law prohibits taking gasoline to
a marina. However, Mr. DeNardis
suggested that they look into getting
tax exemption on the gas they
purchase there.

Member Carl Bissonnette suggested
that the trailered boat be brought to
the Town’s fuel station to save money.

FinCom voted unanimously to
recommend approval of Article 28,
$19,250, for the pump-out boat, using
money from the Waterways Account.

The board also voted on replacing
the gymnasium floor at the Recrea -
tion Center. The board again discussed
the various methods available and
associated costs. Ms. Szala held the
position that expending money now
was premature when next year’s

anticipated budget problems
might mean closing the Recrea -
tion Center. Her motion to
postpone it indefi nitely failed,
5-7. A motion to recommend
approval of the article for
$84,000 to replace the floor
passed 7-5. Half the money will
come from Recreation Center
retained earnings. 

Special Town Meeting Article
25, West Island land acquisition,
also received considerable
debate and a split vote, although
the price tag was only $2.

FinCom member Ted Silva
raised the specter of a potential
legal battle with the new owners

of Bella Vista Island should the town
buy the parcels. Ms. Szala also voiced
her concerns about legal issues.

“Right is right,” said Mr. Roderiques,
explaining why he thought that did
not compare to the benefits of access
to shellfish beds.

At issue is access to Senior and
Round Coves. The new owners of Bella
Vista Island, Anwar Faisal and his wife
Heiam Alsawalhi, fenced off access
and posted no trespassing signs after
they bought the property in Decem -
ber of 2009. The owner of the adjacent
property, Donna Ristuccia, has
offered the land to the town for $1 per
parcel. The Community Preserva tion
Com mit tee is hoping to build board -
walks across the property to make
access to the shellfish beds easier.*

“If I didn’t vote for this my father
would hit me in the head with a

FINCOM: cont’d on page 22

Ted Silva raised the specter 
of a potential legal battle...

Mr. Hyland agreed with Ms. Szala 
and Mr. Silva. A motion to table 

the article failed in a 6-6 vote. 
A motion to recommend 
adopting the article and 

purchase the land passed 7-5. 
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Paid for by Colin Veitch               508-264-1490             colinveitch@comcast.net

Working to create Independent, Productive and Successful Children. 

ELECT 

Brian
MONROE

Fairhaven 
School Committee

Paid for by Brian Monroe — 508-525-5286 • brian.monroe@comcast.net

An educated community is the
best foundation for the future
of Fairhaven…

RE-ELECT
PAM KUECHLER

Fairhaven 
School Committee

Building our Community’s 
success through 

excellence in education
Paid for by Pam Kuechler for School Committee

Carlos Landscaping

Carlos Brasidio
Owner

Lawn Rolling
Small Tractor Work

Lawns Cut & Trimmed
Hedges • Bushes • Clean-Up

Everything in Your Yard

Nos Falamos Portugues

508-264-1667
CarlosBrasidio@comcast.net
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Ongoing Programs
Call 508-979-4029 for

days and times
A/G Consumer Mediator; Bingo;

Blood sugar and blood pressure
testing; Board Meeting/monthly;
Bridge; Caregiver Support & Edu ca -
tion Group; Computer Training;
Friends of Elderly/ monthly meet ing;
A Grant is available for heating your
home; Grocery Shop ping; Line
Dancing; Live Band; A Matter of
Balance; Medical Transpor tation;
Nutrition Program/meal served;
Osteo porosis class; Outreach Coor -
dinator; PACE Fuel Assistance; Pitch;
Reassurance Program; Shop ping;
Supportive Senior Social Day
Program; Tai Chi; Walking Clubs.

Fairhaven
Recreation Center

**Coming this Summer**

Alyssa Niemiec Tennis
Academy

9th Annual
Flashlight Egg Hunt

*New Time! Starts at
7:30pm*

Join us for the 9th annual Flash -
light Egg Hunt! Children will search
for their eggs on the Recreation
Center grounds, take pictures with
the Easter Bunny and receive a
special treat. Don’t forget your
flashlight! NO LATE REGISTRATIONS
WILL BE ACCEPTED. NO WALK-INS
NIGHT OF THE EVENT.

Friday, April 15th  7:30pm
Cost $5 per child Ages 10 and under

Deadline to re gister is Tuesday,
April 12th.

Kool Kids April
Vacation

This 4 day program is a great
opportunity to make new friends
while participating in group activities
such as soccer, floor hockey,
cooperative games, and more. Kids
need to bring lunch the first 3 days,
pizza lunch on will be served on
Thursday. Sneakers and active
clothing must be worn. For more
information, call Fairhaven Recrea -
tion at 508-993-9269. Monday, April
18th–21st from 8 a.m.–3 p.m.. Grades
K-5, $100.00 member/ $125.00 non-
member 

Tiny Pros Flag
Football

This program will be led by local
Pop Warner coaches. Two weeks of
instruction followed by non-competi -
tive play. Game T-shirts will be
provided.

April 9th–May 14th (Saturdays), 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; $50 member/$70 Non -
member

Open Mon-Thurs, 6 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Fri., 6 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.-

2 p.m.; Closed Sunday • 227
Huttleston Ave, 508-993-9269
http://fairhavenma.virtualtown

hall.net

508-979-4029 • 229 Huttleston Ave
Supportive Senior Day Care Program, 9-3

508-993-9455

Visit our new website at:
http://fairhavenma.virtualtownhall.net/Pages/FairhavenMA_COA/index

Fairhaven Senior Center

With Nancy
June 13, 2011 – The Hamptons &

Montauk Point, Long Island.  Seat -
ing is limited. Lunch at Gurney’s Inn
& a tour of wine tasting at Duck Walk
Vineyards. Seating limited. Book now.

Sept. 11: Duck Boat Tours. Boston
4-DAY TRIP: Mon.–Thurs., Sept.

19-22. Lancaster Show Trip & the
Dutch Country. Includes 3 break -
fasts and 3 dinners. “JOSEPH” Show
at the Sight & Sound Millennium
Theatre. A guided tour of Lancaster

including Amish country. A visit to
Charming Kitchen Kettle Village and
Landis Valley Museum & Village. 

Reserve your seat for these events.
Call Nancy at the Fairhaven Senior

Center, 508-979-4029.
With George

Foxwoods, April 25 & June 20
July 20: Lobster Bake at Captain

Jack’s & Mohegan Sun Casino
Aug 17: Newport Playhouse
Call 508.979.4029 or after 3pm
George Arruda @ 508.996.6538.

MALL TRIP:
April 6: Swansea Mall and

Seekonk Plaza 
ENTERTAINMENT:

April 5, Tues: Music with 
Rod at 12:30

April 6, Karaoke with Bev at
12:30

Every Thurs. dancing w/the
COA Band

Upcoming Trips

Volunteer 
Recognition Day

Please join us for a reception,
Tuesday, April 12th, 12:45-2:30 pm
to honor our volunteers who give
without regard to reward or
recognition. We will enjoy Jozsef
Halajko classical guitarist. Students
of New Bedford Vocational Tech -
nical High School will make
appetizers and we will have
desserts. Our volunteers’ commit -
ment in various tasks assists us in
promoting the best quality of life for
seniors of the Fairhaven community. 

Come and thank them; see you
then!

Fuel Assistance
To assist any Senior who needs

help filling out PACE forms, by
appointment only.
Seniors, do you need help

heating your home?
1. If you are a senior who lives in

Fairhaven
2. If you qualify for fuel assistance
3. If you have exhausted all other

sources of help (PACE, etc)
4. If you have an unpaid bill for

heating fuel, of any kind.
Take your bill to the Senior

Center, 229 Huttleston Ave, and you
will get some help in paying it.

VOTE
Monday, April 4, is election day

in Fairhaven. Don’t forget to vote!

MALL TRIPS: MAY 2011
5/4: Hyannis Mall, XMass Tree Shop,

Trader Joes
5/11: Swansea Mall & Seekonk Plaza
5/18: Providence Place Mall and

Whole Foods
5/25: Silver City Galleria, Kohls, & Target
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OUR NEWLY RENOVATED FACILITY INCLUDES:

Please call for a tour. We’re sure that when you visit us,
you’ll want to make Alden Court your place to spend

your short or long-term stay! (508) 991-8600

Nursing Care and Rehabilitation Center
389 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719 • 508-991-8600

Having Elective Surgery?
Before you check in, check us out for post-op care.

We provide top-notch rehabilitative care after surgery.

From our home to your home...
We don’t think of ourselves as
a nursing home, and our
atmosphere proves it. We
are a home to our residents,

and we provide everything
you need to feel comfortable,
engaged and entertained
during your short-term stay.

Media Room, Computer with
On-Line Access, Full Service
Salon, Beautiful Courtyard,
Variety of Therapeutic and

Social Activities, Library,
7 days a Week Rehab
Services, and Friendly and
Caring Staff.

730-46777

You deserve the best

Many senior living communities talk about quality, 
but at Atria Fairhaven, it’s the cornerstone of what 

we do. With strict standards in place to ensure 
the highest quality lifestyle possible, you can 

rest assured that Atria’s commitment to you is a 
commitment to excellence.

ATRIA FAIRHAVEN

391 Alden Road | Fairhaven, Massachusetts 
508.994.9238 | www.atriafairhaven.net

Call today to schedule a visit!
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A simple ad
just to say: I truly enjoy

reading the Neighb News
every week!
from Louise Dupre
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Manjiro House raising funds for Japanese
By Beth David

Editor
A couple of years ago, it was the

Fairhaven end of this sister-city
relation ship that needed fund-raising
help. This year the Fairhaven group is
raising funds to help their friends in
Japan.

The Whitfield-Manjiro Friendship
Society (WMFS) hosted an open
house on Sunday, 3/27, accepting
donations to be sent to Japan for
victims of the devastating earthquake
and tsunami that struck on March 10.

The massive 8.9 earthquake
triggered a massive tsunami that left
miles of devastation in the small
island nation. Thousands are dead or
missing. 

Fairhaven’s sister-city, Tosashimizu,
is not near the quake, and was not
affected by the tsunami directly. But
the whole country is smaller than
California, so the devastation is being
felt everywhere. Several nuclear
reactors are also at risk of core
meltdowns, putting the population at
risk from radiation poisoning. 

Eleven minutes after the quake hit,
Ayako Rooney’s plane landed at the
airport in Tokyo. She and her small
group were stuck on the plane for six
hours and in the airport for 15. After
many adventures in cab hailing and
subway riding, they made it to
Tosashimizu, which is significantly
south of the tsunami’s epicenter in
Kochi Prefecture in the southwestern

part of the
country.

Ayako said the
hardest part was
getting a domes -
tic flight from
Tokyo’s Narita
Airport to Haneda
airport.

“We were very
scared not know -
ing if we can make
the connection,”
she said.

Ayako and her
husband Gerry
are on the board
of the WMFS.

H a n a k o
Nishida lives in
Tokyo and is good
friends with the Rooneys. She was
working at her clerical job in the
hospital when the earthquake hit.

“It was the biggest one I have ever
experienced,” said Ms. Nishida,
explaining that Japan gets lots of
earthquakes.

She quickly realized this one was
different. She and a co-worker got
under a table at first.

“Because it was very different,” she
said. “We were just real panicked.”

She said the building kept swaying.
They put their heads down and “kind
of prayed, ‘please stop,’” she said.
“When it stopped we couldn’t move,
we were so scared.” 

Then she and her co-worker went
back to their office and saw cracks in
the wall, the door was jammed, and
“everything” as piled on the floor.
That’s when they decided to leave the
building.

Then the second one hit, a big
aftershock. She said it seemed to go
on forever. They were only on the
second floor, so they got out quickly.

Ms. Nishida lives within walking
distance of work, so she was able to
go home, taking her co-worker along,
because she could not get home.

“There were just people every -
where,” she said, adding that they
watched the news on their cell
phones to find out what was going on.

She emailed her parents, but it was
a long time before she heard that they
were okay.

When she got home, she saw all
her books off the shelf, and every -
thing on the floor. It was not long
before stores started running out of

milk and bread and other food.
She said she did not realize the

devastation of the tsunami until she
saw news reports. 

Now, she is more worried about
relatives in Fukushima, who are close
to the nuclear power plants that are
now leaking radiation.

Both Ms. Rooney and Ms. Nishida
said the Japanese people do not think
too much about the nuclear power
plants and the risk of radiation,
despite their experience with radia -
tion poisoning in World War II.

“We never talked about that. We
know it’s there,” said Ms. Nishida.
“We learned so much about nuclear
power, so it’s a different issue. Now,
after this, I think people are going to
see it is not just an issue for the
people who live near them. It is the
whole country. It’s something we all
have to think about.”

Ms. Rooney said, “We have no oil,
no nothing, so we are totally
dependent on the natural resources
of other countries.”

She said the Japanese government
told people it was a “100 percent
guarantee” of safety.

“They said it was safe, safe, safe,”
said Ms. Rooney.

“I was completely horrified,” said
the Rooneys’ daughter Monica Dupre.
“I woke up to the news and I knew she
was landing right at that time.”

Ms. Dupre has many friends in
Japan and has traveled there many
times throughout her life.

“I just wanted her to come home,”
she said, while at the same time,

Hanako Nishida, who lives in Tokyo, looks at a picture taken by
Laurie Despres last year when she visited with Hanako in Japan
during a sister-city trip last year. Photos this page by Beth David.
See it in color at www.NeighbNews.com. Find us on Facebook for
more photos.

JAPAN: cont’d on page 29

A quickly drawn map gives people an idea
of where Ayako Rooney and her group
were in Japan in relation to the earthquake
and tsunami. Sendai was the epicenter,
Tokyo is where they landed 11 minutes
after the earthquake struck. Tosashimizu is
Fairhaven’s sister-city in Japan. Fukushima
is where the nuclear reactors are.
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Selectboard receives 850+ signatures against one-school option
By John Garcia

Neighb News Correspondent
The Fairahven Selectboard debated

the town’s options for building a new
school with a group of parents at the
Board’s meeting on Monday, 3/28.

The parents had gathered 857
signatures for a petition requesting
that the town place an immediate
hold on the School Building Commit -
tee’s (SBC) decision to move forward
with an elementary school consolida -
tion plan. The petition was scheduled
to be placed on the agenda for the
Selectboard’s next meeting, however,
the mention of a Town Meeting
article regarding a schematic
design for the new school
prompted several of those in
attendance to request to speak.

Parent Sharon Lacroix-
Anderson told the board she
was worried that the new
school would get voted down
if the process was rushed.

“We don’t want to lose the
money [that would be granted
by the Massachusetts School
Building Authority],” she said.

Executive Secretary Jeff
Osuch responded that the
MSBA would treat a delay in
the process as identical to a
negative vote, and would withhold
funding.

“If you expect MSBA funding,
you’ve got to follow their guidelines,”
he said.

Several parents said that an MSBA
member named Diane Sullivan had
recommended the postponement
option to them. Mr. Osuch stated that
Ms. Sullivan had not been involved in
any of the town’s meetings with the
MSBA, and that the information she
had given parents was often the
opposite of what Authority officials
had told him.

“People are getting a hold of
different people and different
interpre ta tions,” board member Brian
Bowcock said.

In a phone interview, Emily
Mahlman, director of communica -
tions for the MSBA, said the
organization is quasi-public and tries
to be responsive to all inquiries. She
said Ms. Sullivan’s job is to be a
liaison between the public and the
MSBA to clarify projects, and that she
does not make recommendations. Ms.
Mahlman said that Ms. Sullivan
encouraged people to look at the

feasibility documents.
“And those documents are filed

with the district,” said Ms. Mahlman,
adding that all documents pertain ing
to a project are supposed to be
avialable to the public.

Parents in Fairhaven have asserted
that the information has not been
available as stated.

Ms. Mahlman said that because of
the apparent confusion, the MSBA
will soon upload a list of questions
and answers on their website
specifically pertaining to the
Fairhaven project. 

“That’s why we are putting solid
factual information on the website,”
said Ms. Mahlman. “The debate will
be just about the facts, the merits of
the project and what’s gone on thus
far.”

The Fairhaven page should be live
by the weekend, but people should
continue to check in case there is a
delay. The website is www.mass
schoolbuildings.org/

Ms. Mahlman also said that MSBA
meetings held with district officials
are open to the public.

“We like our process to be open
and accessible,” she said, adding that
the website has a calendar of
scheduled meetings. 

At the Selectboard meeting,
several of the parents expressed their
support for a two school option.

Noting claims that such a plan
would not be economically feasible,
School Committee candidate Lisa
Schroeder-Plante stated that the two
school plans discussed at SBC
meetings were overly elaborate.

“I don’t think those proposals
show reasonable two school
options,” she said, adding that it

would be possible to have an
affordable two school option.

Parent Mary Boucher accused the
SBC of not wanting to hear two-school
options, prompting a response from
Dr. Bowcock, who sits on that
Committee.

“That statement is unfair and
untrue,” he said.

Ms. Anderson expressed concern
that a one-school option would
increase the problem of overcrowded
classrooms, which she said the town
was already facing.

Mr. Osuch responded that the
issue of class sizes was
something that should be
taken up with the School
Committee. He noted that the
size of any new school would
be based on projected enroll -
ment figures rather than the
current number of students.

Chairperson Charles
Murphy praised the parents
for letting their voices be
heard.

“When you have that many
signa tures, that’s a statement,”
he said.

The MSBA will send the
town a report in April that will
say which options they would

consider paying for. Mr. Murphy told
the parents that the report must be
considered before the town could
decide what it will do.

“We at least need to see what
they’re going to pay for,” he said.

Selectboard member Michael Silvia
noted that Fairhaven residents would
have the final say.

“I think it has to be debated before
Town Meeting and ultimately the
voters,” he said. 

In another matter, the Board
continued discussing the Fiscal Year
2011 budget. Mr. Osuch stated that a
representative had told him to expect
cuts to local aid, but that the exact
amount had yet to be revealed.

“That makes life very difficult,” he
said.

Among the budgetary items
discussed was a Town Meeting article
that would use money appropriated
by last year’s Town Meeting to chip
seal Potter Street for Wayne Street
instead. The Board had voted to
recommend the article at their March
14th meeting, but then learned that
the money had already been spent on

“We make recommendations on 
all of the town’s projects,” Dr.
Bowcock said, noting that all 

Town Meeting articles had 
columns for recommendations 
from the Selectboard and the 

Finance Committee, not the BPW.

SELECT: cont’d on page 30
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L e a r n  M a r t i a l  A r t s

This holiday season give your child 
a head-start on life by learning
karate.  Our trained instructors 
can help your child:

Karate
Stop Bullying Now!

Super Spring
Special:

Six Weeks for $99
(Includes uniform)

•  Learn to defend themselves in any situation.
• Learn respect for adults and others.
• Become more self-confident.
• Learn to work toward goals and achieve them.
• Build a positive self image.
• Have fun while learning in a safe, positive

environment.
Give your child the advantages martial arts can provide 

with our Super Special. Call us!

Fairhaven Martial Arts Center, Inc.
150 Sconticut Neck Road

Fairhaven, MA 02719 • 508-994-5550
CHILDREN 41/2 AND UP

Chocolate Works

Call for information about our flower
and cake designs class: begins April 2nd.

Must pre-register
1849 Acushnet Ave. • New Bedford • 508-998-2672

Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 10-5:30; Sat., 9-4; Closed Wed. & Sun.

Easter
Large Selection of

Candy Molds, Cupcake and 
Cake Decorating Supplies

Munchkin Mania
The Consignment Store for 

Children & The Mother-To-Be
(Located in the rear of the Acushnet Plaza)
132 S. Main Street, Acushnet, MA 02743

(508) 995-1626

Follow us on Facebook:
Store Hours: Closed Sun. & Mon.; Tues., 10-7; Wed. & Thurs., 10-5; 

Fri., 10-6; Sat., 9-4.

HOP ON OVER TO MUNCHKIN MANIA’S EASTER
$ALEBRATION. Pick an Easter Egg & Receive 5 to 20%

OFF Your Total Purchase. SALE BEGINS TUES., APRIL 5
Sizes from Newborn to Boys/Girls Sizes 16/18 

Maternity Wear • Baby Accessories • Toys & Books
NOW ACCEPTING: Summer consignments, by appointment only
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Spring is Here
and

It’s Time for Spring Cleaning

Do you have questions or concerns? 

Contact me anytime!

774 263 5019 • info@richardcbrodeur.com

www.richardcbrodeur.com
www.twitter.com/richardbrodeur

Paid for by Richard Brodeur

On Monday, April 4, 2011

Vote

Richard C. Brodeur
Fairhaven B.P.W

The only experienced & independent
voice for the voters of Fairhaven!

• Leadership • Teamwork • Integrity
• Compassion • Experience •
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State reviews Fairhaven elementary schools
By Joyce Rowley

NeighbNews Correspondent
Two weeks ago the Department of

Elementary and Secondary Education
reviewed all three elementary
schools, Fairhaven Schools Superin -
tendent Robert Baldwin reported to
the School Committee at their March
23, regular meeting.

“It was a full...audit in sheep’s
clothing,” quipped Dr. Baldwin about
the review. The District thought
reviewers were trying to understand
the high achievement scores of low-
income students on MCAS testing at
East Fairhaven School.

Instead, the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education
(DESE) reviewed protocol for the
entire district systems and practices
for differentiated needs of all
students in elementary grades K
through 5.

Reviewers met with teachers,
build ing principals, and School
Committee members in a
standards assessment over a
period of three days. They also
reviewed a random sampling of
32 teachers’ evaluations, and
verified the process of evalua -
tions to ensure they are
conducted rigorously.

Although the final report will
not be available immediately, Dr.
Baldwin said DESE gave the
elementary school system good
marks in all categories. The
representatives were impressed
with the fact that six district
members attended their segments of
the audit, as usually only one or two
members participate. He also wanted
to issue a public thanks to Jodi
Tavares for her professionalism as
she assisted reviewers through out
their stay.

Colin Veitch, School Committee
chairperson, said he was impressed
with the final report synopsis. He also
said the review included meeting with
parents. School Committee member
Bernard Roderick agreed that the
final report would be positive, based
on his meeting with reviewers.

Committee member Pamela
Kuechler asked if there were areas of
growth identified by DESE and how
the district can match it with goals.

Dr. Baldwin said two areas did
come up, but there were no surprises.
Assessment and use of data, and
response to intervention with

students were areas he knew they
needed to work on. But benchmarks
on assessments were met through
Grade 5.

SC member Stasia Powers said
DESE mentioned how EFS was a very
uplifting, comforting place to be, and
it was easy to see why students were
doing so well. DESE had noted the
inequity in facilities at Rogers and
Wood schools.

Later, when Ann Ponte, a fourth
grade teacher at Rogers School, stood
to present a request for travel to the
Boston Science Museum, she began
her presentation with an impromptu
commentary on the DESE visit. She
said a reviewer had spent 35 minutes
in her classroom.

“When he came in, what he saw
was inclusive like no other place in
Town at Rogers School. He saw

students working together. He saw
children at the chalkboard,” said Ms.
Ponte. “There’s learning, culture,
climate, teaching and pride. We feel a
little bad when we hear that [about
East Fairhaven]. It’s the teaching that
goes on inside that counts.”

At the end of the meeting, Ms.
Powers said she wanted to state how
proud she was of all the elementary
schools.

“I just want them to have what East
Fairhaven has — a great building,”
she said.

In a presentation on net school
spending and foundation, Dr. Baldwin
described how the state calculates
net school spending as the sum of its
required district contribution and its
Chapter 70 Aid.

It can be higher than the founda -
tion budget, which is a floor and a
constitutional requirement. He noted
it is not a goal. At 2% over foundation,

Fairhaven is far below the State
average of 13% over foundation, he
said.

“Net school spending is not a
target,” he told the board.

School Committee member David
Gonsalves asked if net school
spending drop to 2% occurred in the
year that the School Committee had
to take a 4% cut while other depart -
ments had their budgets returned. Dr.
Baldwin said that was correct, the
FY10 budget was cut 4%. 

Dr. Baldwin also reported he had
received a letter from Mass. DESE
stating Fairhaven’s anti-bullying
policy met all of state standards.

Under New Business, Business
Manager Paul Kitchen presented two
requests for Rogers Trust fund
transfers. Both were for architectural
plans and bid documents for

Fairhaven High School projects
in articles at Town Meeting. 

Guastavino tile replacement
over FHS egresses was
estimated at a range of $180,000
to $111,000. Mr. Kitchen said the
range reflected copper flashing
instead of PVC sonafelt. Also,
the architect reviewed plans and
prioritized areas in greatest
need of replacing.

The architect recommended
repairing the front entrances
and and area that connects the
two buildings (loggia) immedi -
ately, egresses east and west as
necessary but not urgent, and

areas to the rear of FHS as needed
within five years. The transfer would
pay for plans for the front egresses
and loggia with east and west
entrances as add-alternates for a
target bid range of $90,000. PVC will
be used where it is not visible.

Mr. Gonsalves said he had read
that a FinCom suggestion was to
remove tiles if the situation was life-
threatening. He asked if anyone from
the building department or inspec -
tional services had looked at the
building. He also asked if removing
tiles would alleviate the problem.

Mr. Kitchen said no one had come
out to look at it from the Town. In
answer to the second question, water
getting underneath the copper
eroded the tiles’ mortar, which in turn
made the tiles loose. Mr. Kitchen did
not believe removing the tiles would
eliminate the problem.

He saw students working together. 
He saw children at the chalkboard
There’s learning, culture, climate,
teaching and pride. We feel a little 
bad when we hear that [about East

Fairhaven]. It’s the teaching that 
goes on inside that counts. 

[Ann Ponte]

SCHOOLS: cont’d on page 30



It’s not time to put away your 
snow shovels just yet

There’s been some fuss about the
“nuisance” snow events recently. It is
the time of year when the calendar
heralds the first day of spring giving a
false perception that winter is over.
But winter leaves on its own terms
and Mother Nature reminds us that
April storms are her specialty.

The April Fool’s Day Blizzard of
1997 buried the Northeast with over
two feet of snow, locally 15-18". More
snow fell with this one storm than the
entire 96-97 winter season combined
in most areas. Hurricane force winds
(74 MPH) accompanied the heavy wet
snow making this storm one of the
worst New England April snow
storms in history. The day after, the
sky was bright blue as the storm exited
with temperatures in the mid 50's.

Forecast
Friday: Hi: 45 Cloudy with a

chance of rain and snow. Highs in the
mid 40s. Lows in the mid 30s. Chance
of precipitation 50 percent. Friday
Night: Lo: 35. Cloudy with a chance of
rain and snow. Highs in the mid 40s.
Lows in the mid 30s. Chance of
precipitation 50 percent.

Saturday: Hi: 49. Partly sunny with
a chance of rain and snow. Highs in
the upper 40s. Chance of precipita -
tion 40 percent. Saturday Night: Lo:
35. Mostly cloudy with a chance of
rain. Lows in the mid 30s. Chance of
rain 30 percent. 

Sunday: Hi: 49. Mostly sunny. Highs

in the upper 40s. Sunday Night: Clear.
Lows in the mid 30s. 

Monday/ELECTION DAY: Partly
Cloudy. High: 50. Monday Night:
Mostly Cloudy. Low: 49 

Tues.: Cloudy With Rain. High: 52.
Tues. Night: Mostly Cloudy. Low: 39 

Wed.: Partly
Cloudy. High: 39.
Wed. Night:
Partly Cloudy.
Low: 32 

T h u r s d a y :
Partly Cloudy.
High: 39.  Thurs.

Night: Partly Cloudy. Low: 38 
The island’s ocean temperature is

42 degrees. Summer Countdown: 82
days 

This forecast is based on data
received at the time of publication
and is subject to change.
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A weekly weather report from ML
Baron of the West Island Weather
Station: westislandweather.com

ML’s Eye on 
the Weather

Moby Dick Marina

2 River Ave. • Fairhaven • 508-994-1133 • www.mobydickmarina.com

Arion Anezis

John Zolotas

Indoor rack

Storage Available

Boat Slips
Available:

Starting at
$75/foot

We have WiFi

Pine Grove Chiropractic
Personalized Healthcare

Dr. Carol Duphily
Massage Therapists on staff/Acupuncture

508-998-8444
934 Ashley Boulevard • New Bedford

A2Z BROKERS
We buy and sell from A2Z

• Gold
• Rims
• All Tools

• Electronics
• Audio & Video Equip
• Musical Instruments

• TVs & Game
Systems

• Yard Equipment

Call Today! 774-202-0756
700 Kempton St. • New Bedford, MA • Email: A2ZBrokers@comcast.net

The Fairhaven Water Tower at Route 6 and Alden Road, built in 1902, was a prominent
landmark for almost 92 years. During WWII it was painted dark green. It later became the
sky-blue icon of Fairhaven’s business center on Route 6/Huttleston Avenue. Two newer
tanks were erected in the late 70’s (Alden Rd.) and early 80's (Sconticut Neck) rendering
the old tank obsolete. Water was still kept inside to keep the deteriorating structure stable
until it was chopped away by a welder’s torch in April 1994. Photos from 1994 courtesy
of Bob Bumpus and MLBaron Historic Archives.



APPLIANCE REPAIR
Low rates. Work guaranteed. • Washers • Dryers
• Stoves • Dishwashers & more. 508-954-5277.

ODD JOBS • SMALL JOBS
Painting, carpentry, organizing, etc.

Call George 508-801-6743

SEWING ALTERATIONS: Reasonably priced,
expertly done. Acushnet. Call 508-995-0985 or
508-542-6262 (cell).  ongoing

CATERING for parties, graduations and
everything else. Enjoy your own party, let us do
the work. Call 774-644-6586.      ongoing

FINE FURNITURE RESTORA TION
Free Estimates, 13 Years’ Experience.

Veneering, Hand Rubbed Finishing.
Do your heirloom antiques need some TLC?

Call Michael, 508-997-1079.
Hand Crafted Custom Furniture

www.floatingstonewoodworks.com

WAYNE ELECTRIC & ALARMS: Security
Systems and Fire Alarms, 24-Hour Alarm
Monitoring, Security Cameras and Lighting,
Electrical Contracting, 35 Years Experience.
508-997-5600 * 508-758-3068   4/28

PAUL’S PAINT. Exterior and interior painting.
Great prices. Many references available. Call
508-961-7350.   6/30

EXPERIENCED PLUMBER: For all your
plumbing needs. Lic. #PL31859-J. Call
Raymond, 508-958-0925.   5/19

LANDSCAPING
4/14 Call Lionel, 508-989-7038  4/14

J&J PET & HOUSE SITTING. Keep your pet
safe & happy with us! Mother-daughter team.
Call 774-628-9037. References.  ongoing

FREE SCRAP PICK-UP
4/21 Ask for Steve: 508-997-7266  4/21

CLASS A MOTORHOME 2003 Itasca Sun cruiser
38G, 25,000 miles, 2 slides, loaded, excellent
condition. $47,000 or best. Call 774-634-6664.

PLACE A CLASSIFIIED AD IN THE NEIGHB
NEWS: Only $5 for three lines. Call Beth at 508-
979-5593.

LOCAL FRESH EGGS
$3.00/doz. Delivery possible. 

3/17 Call Andy, 774-488-1393 3/17

FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976
Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems.

Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm
monitoring and FREE MONITORING.

Replace your old alarm system with a new
system for as little as $299 Complete

FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633

SEMI-RETIRED ELECTRICIAN:
40 years experience. Lic. #E21920.

Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty.
Upgrade your service with circuit breakers.
Warm up that chilly room with electric heat

Paul Days          508-965-7446.

ALL-PHASE HOME IMPROVEMENT Additions,
Remodeling. Licensed. We do it all, just give us
a call. Lionel Garcia, 508-989-7038.  4/7

FOR LEASE/SALE
COMMERCIAL SPACE BUILT TO SUIT. SIX
UNITS RANGING FROM 1,900 SQ. FT. PLUS
MEZZANINE SPACE TO 3,000± SQ. FT. PLUS
MEZZA NINE. EACH UNIT HAS TWO
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE REST ROOMS,
FULLY FIRE SPRINKLERED, NATURAL GAS
HEAT, DRIVE IN OVERHEAD DOORS,
COMPLETE WITH OFFICE/FINISHED AREA.
ATTRACTIVE LEASE RATE WITH OPTION TO
PURCHASE. CALL JOHN 508-758-4915. 4/21

BOB’S LAWN SERVICE Yards clean, grass
cutting, mulching, new lawns installed, Bobcat
service, trees & bushes pruned, lawns fertilized,
gardens planted, dump runs, loam/fill/gravel.
Located at Staffon’s Greenhouse, 124 Alden
Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719; Business line: 508-
997-9259; cell, 774-263-4002. 

CARPET BINDING &
6/2 INSTALLATION 6/2

ARDe carpeting, 508-863-3550, Paul Debortoli.

01 HONDA PRELUDE COUPE VTec 6 speed,
black. Excellent condition. 83K miles. Call
508-954-9630   4/14

APARTMENT FOR RENT: 2nd floor, in Fairhaven
on Main Street; 6 rms; 3 BR. Off street parking.
$800+ utils. No smoking. Call 774-313-9160.  4/21
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NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS

Board of Appeals
Tues., 4/5, Town Hall, 6:00 p.m.

Board of Health
Mon., 4/11, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Board of Public Works

Mon, 4/11, Arsene St., 6:30 p.m.
Boat Ramps Committee

Thurs., 3/31, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Community Preservation 
Thurs., 3/24, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Conservation Commission

Mon., 4/11, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Economic Study Comm

Tues., 4/5, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
Fairhaven Election

April 4, polls open 10 a.m.–8 p.m.
Call Town Clerk’s office for polling

places: 508-979-4025
Finance Committee

Thurs., 3/31, Arsene St., 7:00 p.m.
Tues., 4/5, Arsene St., 7:00 p.m.

Thurs., 4/7, Arsene St., 7:00 p.m.
Planning Board

Thurs., 4/7, Arsene St., 7:30 p.m.
At Finance Committee meeting

School Committee
Wed., 4/13, FHS Library, 6:30

Selectboard
Mon., 4/4, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Mattapoisett River Valley
Advisory Committee

Tues., 4/12, Arsene St., 3:30 p.m.
Mattapoisett River Valley

Water District
Tues., 4/12, Arsene St., 4:30 p.m.

Fairhaven Meetings

*= Predicted minus tides from -0.1 ft. to -1.0 ft
**Predicted minus tides from -1.1 ft to -2.0 ft or more

TIDE TABLE
US Army Corps of Engineers
Cape Cod Canal/Wing’s Neck

HIGH LOW
a.m. p.m.  a.m. p.m.

April
2011

shovel...or a quahog rake,” said Mr.
Roderiques. 

Mr. Hyland agreed with Ms. Szala
and Mr. Silva. A motion to table the
article failed in a 6-6 vote. A motion to
recommend adopt ing the article and
purchase the land passed 7-5. Voting
against were Mr. Hyland, Ms. Szala,
Mr. Silva, Kathleen Carter and Dan
Denardis.

A Special FinCom Meeting will be
held on Tuesday, April 5, at 7 p.m. to
review funding source nomenclature
and vote articles, time permitting.

In other action the FinCom voted
to recommend the following actions
on the Articles as presented:

Town Meeting Articles:
• Article 8, E, Point Road — Postpone

indefinitely
Special Town Meeting Articles:

• Article 1, Tax Title transfer of
$30,000 from short-term interest
account — Approve

• Article 1, BPW, Sewer Division
retirement buyout of $10,693.85
from sewer retained earnings
account — Approve

• Article 1, Contributory retirement
for employee in overseas service of
$5,109 from surplus revenues —
Approve

• Article 2, A, Unpaid bill, $89 from
surplus revenues — Approve

• Article 3B, Funding Labor
Contracts for FY11 — Not to
support any raises for FY11

• Article 22 & 23, Amendment to
Town By-Laws/Pawn dealers —
Yield to petitioner

• Article 24, Close out of unissued
borrowings — Approve
*See page three, CPC article.

FINCOM: cont’d from page 12
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Fairhaven Lumber Co.
508-993-2611

120 Alden Road • Fairhaven, MA

Visit Our Showroom

GRANITETOPSstarting at$1995
sq. ft.

Kitchens
To Fit
Your

Lifestyle
& 

Budget

FULL SERVICE COMPUTERIZED
KITCHEN PLANNING

FREE IN-HOME MEASUREMENT
SERVICE

FINE CABINETRY IN AS LITTLE AS
3 DAYS

CUSTOM CABINETS & COUNTERTOPS

Kitchen
142 Huttleston Ave. • Fairhaven, MA • (Across from Benny’s)
Mon.-Thu., 11 a.m.–10 p.m. • Fri. & Sat., 11 a.m.–11 p.m.

Sun. & Holidays, noon–10 p.m.

Dine In • Take Out • Delivery
508-9928300 • www.AKitchenMA.com

New Chef from Boston!

Sushi Lunch Special
Served Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.–4 p.m.

All served with choice of salad or soup (dine-in only)
12 PIECES: $6.95

Spicy Tuna Maki — (6 pieces)
Philadelphia Maki — (6 pieces)

B.Y.O.B.

FREE
SCALLION PANCAKES
Cannot be combined with any

other offer. Dine In & Take Out.
Min. purchase of $20. One

coupon per order. Exp. 4/8/11

FREE
CRAB RANGOON

or
CHICKEN FINGERS

Cannot be combined with any
other offer. Dine In & Take Out.

Min. purchase of $15. One
coupon per order. Exp. 4/8/11

Chinese Food & Sushi

Fishing fund-raiser big success Couple celebrates 65th

On Friday, March 11th the Hastings Middle School cafeteria was filled with
community members who were very supportive of the Local Fishing Industry.
The fundraiser was quite a success for the HMS Student Council who held
and sponsored the event. This idea was from one of the 7th grade student
council members, Caleb Cebula. He thought we should try to help out the
local community members that have been affected by the recent troubles in
the fishing industry. He knows first hand about these issues because
members of his family are in the industry, as are many other students’
families. Over $3,500 was raised through ticket sales, raffle items and cash
donations from individuals, families and businesses. Everyone in attendance
was very impressed with all the hard work of the students and volunteers who
made the event possible. All of the money will be donated to The New
Bedford Harbor Commission which has set up a Relief Fund for local families.
The student council would like to thank all of the local businesses that made
donations to the event, especially all of the seafood which was donated by
The New Bedford Seafood Auction from the Canastra family. We would also
like to thank Chef Roger, who donated his time to cook such a wonderful
meal, as well as all the teachers and staff who volunteered their time for the
night. Photo submitted. See it in color at www.NeighbNews.com

RIGHT: On Wednesday, March 2nd, Weber Torres and his wife Alice
celebrated their 65th Wedding Anniversary. They shared their
celebration with all of us in the Fairhaven Social Day Program. The
family took a cake, some balloons and beautiful plants to put on all
the tables. Everyone had a great time and we wish them all the
happiness in the future. LEFT: Their wedding picture, 65 years ago.
Submitted photos. 
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FinCom chair’s letter to Town Meeting members
By John Roderiques

Chairperson of the Fairhaven
Finance Committee

Fairhaven’s Annual and Special
Town Meetings are scheduled for
Saturday, May 7, 2011. Town Meeting
will have to make significant deci -
sions on the town’s financial present
and future needs. So far Fairhaven has
been able to weather the “Great
Recession” better than some.

The hard decisions that have been
made elsewhere have been delayed
here in part due to tighter and more
realistic appropriations and the
significant surplus revenue Fairhaven
had accrued in past fiscal years.
With state aid and local receipts
dwindling, Fairhaven no longer
has that luxury.

Substantial differences of
opinion exist between some
Depart ments, Administration and
the Finance Committee on how to
meet the needs for FY12 and also
reasonably plan for known future
expenditures that must or should
be made.

Compounding the matter,
those disagreements will exist
within Departments, possibly the
Adminis tra tion and among
Finance Committee and Town
Meeting members.

The Finance Committee is not only
obligated, but committed, to
providing a balanced budget which
realistically provides not only for the
present, also future needs.

If we fully fund those proposed
articles which look toward future
obligations, cuts to present article
requests and operational expenses
will have to be made.  

The questions you will ultimately
have to decide are how much of our
present operations and needs are to
be cut or delayed in order to fund
those future obligations at the
requested levels.

You should receive the Finance
Committee booklet and recommenda -
tions and the two Meeting Warrants at
least a week before the meeting date. 

You can watch the various meet -
ings of the Town Boards and Commit -
tees which air on local Cable TV
Channel 18. You will get a better
understanding of the positions being
taken and the reasoning why.

At your precinct meeting, to be
scheduled sometime during the week
prior to Town Meeting, many ques -
tions and issues will be discussed and
hopefully answered.

Again, we all face many difficult

choices this year. To make matters
worse, we have yet to receive the final
state aid figures for the amount of
state aid, and may not until mid-April.

Present indications are that the
preliminary state aid figures released
will be reduced. If so, a number of
recommendations that appear in the
booklet you do receive will need to be
changed.

Hand in hand with its legal
obligations, the Finance Committee
strives to base its decisions on all
information available, and to make
sure that information is given to you.

In an ideal world, you would be

provided with this information much
sooner then you actually will be. In
the world we must live in, this is not
possible. This is why we urge you to
begin investigating the issues as soon
as you can.

It is Town Meeting, not any board,
committee or person, which decides
how much of the available revenue
and the excess funds are to be spent
and what should be held in reserve.

The Finance Committee recom -
menda tions must first and foremost
be based on balancing the budget;
and, in doing so, to attempt to
continue to provide you with the level

of services it feels you may wish.
Budgets every year are

scrutinized, even more so in
years where requests and articles
must be cut. In these times, if it is
not essential, an expense has to
be weighed against the needs of
the entire Town, no matter how
much or how or little it costs.  

This is why you’ll see disagree -
ments over not only hundreds of
thousands of dollars but a few
hundred dollars. Every dollar not
spent on discretionary matters is
a dollar that can be used to
sustain operations and pay fixed
costs.

As a volunteer committee we
do our best to make sure you are
provided the necessary information
in order that you can make informed
decisions. No information should be
withheld from you.

The Finance Committee and
Administration each recommend,
Departments and Petitioners request,
and it is you who decide.  

You may very well disagree with
some of our recommendations. We
not only recognize this fact, but we
readily acknowledge that it is you
who should rightfully make the
ultimate decisions.

•••

It is Town Meeting, not any
board, committee or person,

which decides how much 
of the available revenue and 

the excess funds are to be 
spent and what should be 

held in reserve.

Conservation Commission
The Fairhaven Conservation

Com mission will hold a Public
Hearing on April 11, 2011 at 6:30
P.M. in the Fairhaven Town Hall
East Room (2nd floor). Purpose is for
the Request for Determination of
the following matters as required by
Massachusetts General Laws
Chapter 131 Section 40 as amended.

• Notice of Intent Applicant the
Babaanikas Irrevocable Trust
Location 69 Winnsegansett Avenue
Plot 42A Lot 232A Purpose obtain
Chapter 91 Waterway License and
repair seawall.

• Notice of Intent Applicant Ann
Thomas Location 1 Sippican Street
Plot 42A Lot 264 Purpose obtain A
Chapter 91 Waterway License and
repair seawall.

• Notice of Intent Applicant George
Fairbanks Location 5 Sippican
Street Plot 42A Lot 261 Purpose
Obtain Chapter 91 Waterway
License, repair seawall and
improve driveway surface for
handicap accessibility.

Respectfully submitted,
Andrew Jones, Chairman

Fairhaven Conservation Commission

Public Hearings/ Legal Notices
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Cat Country 98.1 - FM WCTK
ESPN RADIO on

WNBH~1340 - AM
WLKW~1450 - AM

You know us,
we know sports!

Olympia Building • 888 Purchase Street • Suite 212
New Bedford • MA 02740

Office # 508-979-8003
Fax # 508-979-8009
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Letters to the Editor
School Superintendent

makes too much
Due to the current economic state,

I implore Fairhaven town meeting
members to scrutinize every line of the
School Department’s budget, before
voting on it at town meeting in May.

While the Superintendent reminds
us, “The legislative body cannot
dictate how the appropriated money
is spent,” he ought to be reminded
that the legislative body has the
power to deny his budget request.

The online FY 2012 budget sum-
mary does not demonstrate the
School Department’s transparency. It
is, clearly, a pacifier, presented with
the intent of hoping taxpayers see
where the money goes, without
understanding where the money goes.

I believe the School Committee
made a generous, unrealistic contract
with the Superintendent, and is
placing the obligation of honoring it
on town meeting members.

I wonder how School Department
employees, who are town meeting
members, can vote on the budget
without feeling awkward about this
situation. I hope they vote as repre -
senta tives of the people who elected
them.

If the Superintendent didn’t accept
his raise last year, that was his
decision. In the private sector, when a
company suffers an unprofitable year,
it takes a loss. And it doesn’t earn a
double increase the following year to
make up for it.

Since the School Committee wants
the Superintendent to have his raise,
they should do what every household
in town does, cut their budget some -
where else. Don’t request extra money
under the guise of (the children’s
needs) “level service funding.”

The School Committee must face
reality. Fairhaven taxpayers won’t be
held hostage to the terms of a
contract that was made behind
closed doors.

In this economy, town meeting
members need to appropriate money
that is adequate for our children’s
education. It’s not their responsibility
to support contractual obligations
that they did not create.

Michelle Furtado, Fairhaven

Monroe will represent all
After watching the first two

candidate's nights, I believe that

Brian Monroe is very knowledgeable
about the issues and will represent
the greater community well as a
member of the school committee.

Over the past three years, I have
had the pleasure of working with
Brian in the Fairhaven Little League.
As a coach, he works well with the
kids and can always be counted on to
be there. Brian has shown that he is
dedicated to the youth of Fairhaven
and he has already volunteered to
coach an Instructional team for the
upcoming season.

I believe that Brian will represent
all of the citizens of Fairhaven with
honor and integrity. He will be strong
voice and make sure that people are
heard. It is clear that he has the
professionalism and common sense
to work with others and get the job
done.

Please join me on April 4th in
voting for Brian Monroe for Fairhaven
School Committee.

Let’s get things moving in the right
direction.

Peter DeTerra
Fairhaven Little League

Instructional League Agent
Member Fairhaven Board of Health

Hoppy pulling 
“puppet strings”

Why is Hoppy Hobson [Board of
Public Works member Robert
Hobson] working so hard against the
re-election of his fellow board
member Kathy Bouley Sturtevant?
Could it be that Hoppy wants to
continue pulling the puppet strings
on the present superintendent Bill
Fitzgerald? How else does the Board
of Public Works pave the street with
one full-time resident? Potter Street.*
The only full-time resident that uses
the street, Bobby Hobson. Why are
the only street lights we have upt up
on recent years only on Potter Street?
Bobby Hobson.

Hoppy wants the superintendent
to continue being his minion and we
will have public works projects for
Robert Hobson, and not the rest of
the Town of Fairhaven. 

I urge my fellow voters to strongly
support and vote for Kathy
Sturtevant on Monday, April 4,
election day. We must maintain some
integrity and honesty on that Board
of Public Works. We certainly won’t
get that from Hoppy.

Leslie Stykowski, Fairhaven

Editor’s note: Potter Street has no
homes as listed in the town’s online
database. Mr. Hobson lives on a street
that is accessed via Potter Street. There
are approximately 20 other homes that
also require access from Potter Street.

Brodeur & Hobson would be
“comedy show”

Monday, April 4, 2011, is election
day. We have an opportunity to vote
for Richard Brodeur [for Board of
Public Works]. Wouldn’t that be a
hoot? Brodeur and Hoppy [BPW
member Robert Hobson] on the same
board.

Although the meetings would be a
free comedy show for the people of
Fairhaven, unfortunately the show is
not free. Hundreds of thousands of
dollars wasted on Howland Road, a
project that is years behind schedule,
months behind on an anaerobic
digester with cost overruns of
hundreds of thousands of dollars,
wasteful spending of Chapter 90
money instead of using it for road
reconstruction and a Public Works
superintendent suspended for poor
work attendance and who doesn’t
even show up in snowstorms.

And Hoppy wants to keep this
superintendent? Is it so he pull the
puppet strings and take care of
himself and his cronies? However, the
joke would be on the voters of
Fairahven.

I urge you to vote for Kathy
Sturtevant, an incumbent for re-
election to the Board of Public Works.
We must maintain some honesty,
integrity and common sense on this
board or the joke will be on the
people of Fairhaven and the entire
town of Fairhaven will pay the cost.

Join with me and re-elect Kathy
Sturtevant to the Board of Public
Works.

Sonny Eddleston, Fairhaven

Sturtevant gets the job done
I first got to know Kathy Sturtevant

at a Hastings Middle School debate in
which my brother John, who was
running for the Board of Health, was
giving his speech. In that speech he
stated that bringing Town sewer
down Sconticut Neck was an
important thing to do. After the
debate, a woman walked up to him
and said, “I like what you had to say
about the Sconticut Neck sewer

LETTERS: cont’d on page 28
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Southcoast
FLEA

MARKET

Open Every Sun., 9-4
251 Brook St., New Bedford

(Cor. of Nash Road) • 508-910-2282
Space Available

Wide selection 
of Antiques, 

Gifts, Furniture 
& much more.

Free 
Admission 

(up to 2 people) 
with this coupon

Exp. 3/31/11

Open Monday thru Saturday • Serving from 6 a.m to 7 p.m.

847 Kempton Street
New Bedford, MA 02740

Tel. # 508-999-3845

Open Daily, 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m. Closed Tues. • Beer & Wine Available
130 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-999-2527

Daily Lunch Specials: 11 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Dinner: 4–9 p.m.

Join us for Sunday Lunch Buffet
11 a.m.–3 p.m. • Perfect for parties and family 

get-togethers: every 11th person FREE
Children under 3 FREE • Eat in or take out

Weekly specials • Check out our beer & wine list

Only$1095

We Deliver: Wed., Thurs., Sat. & Sun. (only)

Errands & More

Call Maureen at 508-994-3141

Catering to Working People, Elderly & Homebound

We are not just a taxi service, but will keep a watchful eye on mom or dad
for doctor’s appointments and other needs.

Verification of CORI check
available on request

Open 7 Days
Lunch & Dinner

Lunch &
Dinner 
Specials

NEW RELEASE!
Book 2 now Available!

East Fairhaven 
***Naskatucket***

HISTORY
Books 1 & 2

by
Natalie S. 
Hemingway

Available at:
Courtyard

Restaurant
Euro-Phoenix

$17.00 each
(Sales Tax
Included)

History Alive!
508-992-2925 • nathem1@comcast.net

Painting • Siding • Decks 
Repairs • Rebuilds

Specializing in interior & exterior painting
In business 25 years • Call 774-451-8420

General Home Improvement

379 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven
Near Yiayia’s Pizza

Hot Coffee
Beer & Wine 

Lottery
Groceries

Hours: 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
every day

508-990-1127

Halls for rent
American Legion Post 166

54 Main Street Fairhaven 
Call 508-993-0046

Meat raffles on Thursday, 7 p.m.

Caroline D. Percy
Marcoux

Graduate Gemologist, Goldsmith

Since 1982

114 Balsam St., Fairhaven • 508-961-0068

Designed
with 
you 
in 

mind

Jewelry Repairs • Custom Designed Jewelry
Gem Testing Lab

Call today for an appointment.
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LETTERS: cont’d from page 26
project and I will work to get you
elected.” That woman was Kathy
Sturtevant.

On the way home I told my brother
that I thought the debate went well, to
which my brother stated, “the best
thing about that debate was meeting
Kathy Sturtevant.”

He also responded by saying,
“Kathy seems like a wonderful
plerson and I know she is the type of
individual who can get the job done.”

To this date that statement
remains true.

Whether it has been fighting to
bring Town sewer down the Neck or
working to get fair and equitable tie-in
fees for our homeowners, Kathy has
produced. In her civic activities Kathy
has brought this same work ethic:
hiding eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt,
handing out candy at the annual
Halloween Horribles Parade and
working the Homecoming Fair for
charity. Kathy has demonstrated her
love of this Town through her actions.

In conclusion, if you want to
continue to get good th ings done in
this Town then give the job to one
busy lady, give it to Kathy Sturtevant.
I hope all the residents of Fairhaven
will consider voting for Kathy
Sturtevant for Re-Election to the
Board of Public Works. 

Mark Badwey, Fairhaven

Sturtevant made Fairhaven
“a better place”

I would like to add my voice to
those many people who support
Kathy Sturtevant for reelection to the
Board of Public Works. Kathy has
been a lifetime resident of Fairhaven,
and it can be said that she has made
Fairhaven a better place.

As Chairman of the Board of Health
I can state that being involved in the
Sconticut Neck sewer project has had
a positive impact on the health and
well-being of the citizens of
Fairhaven. Not only did this project,
resolve issues pertaining to failed
septic systems, but it also helped to
clean up the waters surrounding
Sconticut Neck, allowing for shell -
fishing in areas that had been closed
for over 40 years.

Kathy has served on other commit -
tees, including the conservation
commission. She is a dedicated
public servant and she brings to the
Board of Public Works intelligence,
hard work, as well as common sense.

I urge you to join with me on
election day, April 4, 2011 and vote for
Kathy Sturtevant for reelection to the
Board of Public Works.

Keep Fairhaven moving in a
positive direction.

Peter DeTerra
Chairman, Fairhaven Board of Health

Freitas defends Sturtevant
stance

The word around the town of
Fairhaven is that Kathy Bouley
Sturtevant, who is running for re-
election to the Board of Public Works,
wants to “get rid” of the current BPW
superintendent, Bill Fitzgerald. The
truth is that Kathy was one of three
BPW members, including myself, who
voted not to renew Mr. Fitzgerald’s
contract for a multitude of reasons
which I would like to touch on in this
letter.

Mr. Fitzgerald was made aware of
the board’s concerns which were
discussed with him at length in
executive session (in the absence of
cameras) and the public has the right
to be informed of the reasons behind
our decision.

The reasons include: 
1. Excessive absenteeism, because of

which he received a suspension by
the board.

2. Lack of supervisory skills: he is not
a good day-to-day manager of the
department.

3. Failure to cross-train staff after
being told by the board to do so.
This is a concern when employees
are out sick or on vacation. Who
will ensure that the job will get
done?
In short, he is a procrastinator, he

is overwhelmed by projects, he failed
to adequately inform the board on
BPW issues, and his staff does not
have faith in their “leader.”

While two board members would
like him to remain one more year to
see projects through completion such
as the Digester project, he fails to
attend the meetings with the
engineers who are working on this
project. Who is looking out for the
taxpayers of this town?

We have projects behind schedule
with cost overruns that need the
attention of a superintendent who
will make their successful completion
a priority while doing his best to keep
costs down. You need to ask your -
selves a question, does the town need

a “puppet “superintendent for a few
individuals or one looking after the
best interests of all the townspeople?

He failed to to obtain three bids on
an $80,000 boiler replacement project
after being told by the board to do so,
stating that spending this amount of
money is “the cost of business.”
Could taxpayer money have been
saved on this project if three bids
were obtained? Every penny counts
in these financially hard times.

Mr. Fitzgerald has publically
received credit for obtaining grants
for BPW projects such as the Digester,
when in fact our state representative,
William Straus was largely respon -
sible for this accomplishment.

Kathy Sturtevant has been
targeted as the sole member of the
board looking to replace Mr.
Fitzgerald, when in fact, the majority
of the board made this important
decision. The BPW needs a new
superintendent who will not only
effectively manage the department,
supervise BPW projects, look for
alternative funding sources for
projects, but most importantly look
at the best and most cost-effective
ways to utilize taxpayer funds for the
betterment of our community.

Kathy Sturtevant has been an asset
to the Board of Public Works. She
makes decisions after careful con -
sidera tion of the facts. I fully support
her re-election to the Board of Public
Works and I ask you to support her in
the polls as well. We need individuals
who will put the taxpayer first, treat
all residents fairly and equally while
maintaining the most important goal
which is to work for the greater good
of Fairhaven.

Dan Freitas, BPW Commissioner

Riley supports removing
Fitzgerald

I am writing to make the public
aware of the reasons why I voted
along with fellow board members Dan
Freitas and Kathy Sturtevant not to
renew BPW superin tendent Bill
Fitzgerald’s contract. These reasons
include:
• Budgets are late and inaccurate.
• Mr. Fitzgerald relies on engineers

so he can function in his position
which cost the town hundreds of
thousands of dollars since he has
been employed.

• Bill had nothing to do with the
LETTERS: cont’d on page 29



design of Howland Road. It was
started before he worked for the
town. Delays have been longer
because of his failure to search for
answers rather than wait for the
engineer to advise him. Extra cost
to the town is over $500,000.

• Green and Middle Streets were
done by [town Planner William]
Roth and the grants he obtained.

• Southcoast Hospital Group negoti -
ated with the Planning Board on
road work design NOT the BPW.
The BPW got involved on sewer
and water per TOWN requirements.

• Bill has cost the town over $47,000
in cost overruns on the design of
the digester. Town meeting will now
have to vote on an article to pay for
these costs.

• Cost overruns on the digester are
over $300,000 now and rising and
the project is three months behind
schedule due to lack of manage -
ment on the project and attention
to details.

• Mr. Fitzgerald misses 75% of the
project meetings for the digester.

• Mr. Fitzgerald’s absenteeism over
the past three years has been

noted by the BPW on numerous
occasions.

• His lack of knowledge in the daily
running of each department is
evident in how he manages the staff.

• Failure to obtain 3 bids on the
recent boiler replacement project
potentially cost the town thousands.
We can no longer afford to waste

any more taxpayers’ dollars. Please
join me in voting to re-elect Kathy
Bouley Sturtevant on Monday, April
4th for Board of Public Works.  

Steve Riley, BPW Commissioner
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FBC Construction, Inc.

All Improvement Projects
Residential & Commercial

New Construction • Additions
Remodeling • Kitchens • Windows • Decks

Storm Doors • Siding • Roofing, etc.
Licensed and Insured: CSL 84295 • Reg. 119870

More than 20 years of  experience
Call 508-990-3768

Nick’s Services
Nicholas J. Costa

Electrician
MA Lic. 10986B

No Job
Too 

Small

“Keeping Your
Hometown
Energized”

• Free Estimates
• Fully Insured
• 24-Hour  

Emergency Service

Complete
Electrical
Services508-993-0344

LETTERS: cont’d from page 28

Following the receipt of the
determi na tion letter, FinCom may
make its recommendation whether to
fund the schematic design. If it gets
voted down at Town Meeting, the
town will be removed from the list,
Mr. Murphy said. 

“There’s a lot at stake here. Every -
one needs to know all the facts. All
the facts have to be totally at the
fore,” he emphasized. “So many

commu ni ties are vying for money.”
Mr. Murphy said that, although he

always liked the idea of two schools,
he believed major renovations were
needed at Rogers. He said he would
definitely do more research and that
he had talked to a lot of people, and
had gone over the pros and cons with
Mr. Osuch. 

“I want what’s best for our children
and our Town,” he said.

That sentiment was echoed by
Sharon Lacroix-Andersen, spokes -
person for the group that organized
the petition.

“I don’t want to be seen as a group
that’s splitting the Town,” she said.
“People want what’s right for the
children.”

The group has a Facebook page,
“Fairhaven Save Our Schools” and
website, www.FairhavenSOS.org •••

PETITION: cont’d from page 4

worrying about people still there. “All
our family’s there, and close friends.”

She said she doubts the magnitude
of the damage will ever be known.

Ms. Dupre also said the reaction of
friends here in the US was great. She
posted something on Facebook.

“I was overwhelmed with the
number of people who asked about
her,” said Ms. Dupre. “Once I found
out where she was, I was more
worried about her anxiety level than
her safety.”

“[I feel] relief, and concern about
those back in Japan. The size of the
devastation is incredible,” said
Ayako’s husband Gerry. “And I feel a
sense of responsibility to help those
folks.”

Ten percent of everything they
sold on Sunday will go to Japan. He
said they had raised $4,000 up to
then, with most of the donations
arriving by mail before the Open
House. 

And then the Berniers arrived.
Therese Bourassa-Bernier, her
husband Robert, and their daughter
Veronica had a special gift for the
Manjiro Society. But make no mistake,
it was all Veronica’s idea. The seven-
year-old put a can on the counter at
Bourassa’s Hardware store and asked
people to donate. According to her
mother, young Veronica has the
touch.

Ms. Bourassa-Bernier also said that
just saying “Japan” made people dig
into their pockets. 

But they did not only give. Veronica
gave them copies of her original
poetry in thanks for their donations.

“It was kind of cool,” said her
mother. 

She said Veronica is from China,
not Japan, but that Ayako Rooney was
still a surrogate grandmother to her.

The WMFS commemorates the
friendship between Fairhaven whal -
ing Captain William Whitfield and
Manjiro Nakahama, a 14-year-old

fishing castaway the captain rescued
in 1841. Young Manjiro returned to
Fairhaven to live with the captain and
his family, becoming the first
Japanese person to live in the United
States. Japan was a closed society at
the time, it was a crime to leave the
country. Manjiro risked death by
returning home, and became instru -
mental in opening Japan to the west.

The two families have forged
genera tions-long ties and periodically
return to Fairhaven for events,
including the Manjiro Festival, which
is held on alternating years between
Fairhaven and Tosashimizu. This year
it will be in Fairhaven. For more
information on the WMFS visit
http://manjiro1.tripod.com/

To help the earthquake and
tsunami victims, checks of any
amount will be accepted, made
payable to “WMFS” with the memo
“Earthquake Relief” and mailed to:
Whitfield-Manjiro Friendship Society,
11 Cherry St., Fairhaven, MA 02719.

JAPAN: cont’d from page 16
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Galvanized aluminum had also
been considered instead of copper,
but would have a lesser design life.
Like PVC, aluminum would last about
25 years and copper lasts up to 100
years. Mr. Kitchen said less visible
areas such as the area over the boiler
room and electrical room could be
replaced with PVC instead of copper
to reduce costs. Also, Guastavino
tiles inside an electrical room in the
loggia could be removed and re-used
to save money.

The School Committee voted
unani mously to approve $28,120 from
the Rogers Trust for architectural
plans and bid documents for
Guastavino tile replacement.

Mr. Kitchen also sought funding
from the Rogers Trust for architec -
tural design of window replacement
in the Knipes Auditorium. After
talking to town planner William Roth
Mr. Kitchen said they would make a
grant application to the Mass.
Historical Commission (MHC) for
$100,000. The anticipated $190,000
CPC funds could be used as a match.
Since MHC does not award funding
until June, work would be performed

over the winter. 
The School Committee voted

unanimously to approve the transfer
of $24,840 for the windows.

Mr. Kitchen also sought approval
for issuing an insulation contract for
Hasting Middle School’s 6th grade
wing. Air samples have shown a high
spore count believed to come from
the dirt floor in the basement. So far
the area has received an air handler,
new drainage, new roofing and soon
will have new windows. The proposal
was to install a vapor barrier between
the dirt floor and the floor decking
using cold cell installation.

Mr. Veitch asked who was paying
for the insulation. Mr. Kitchen said it
was coming from general appropria -
tion. The School Committee voted
unanimously to award the $46,950
contract.

In other business, the School
Committee:
• Discussed holding their first public

hearing on the School District
FY2012 budget for April. Vice-
chairperson Louis Kruger asked
whether the Committee had
received feedback from FinCom

and the Selectboard. Mr. Roderick
said that he left the Select board
meeting feeling comfortable and
was surprised to read in the paper
that the Executive Secretary was
going to cut the School budget
$175,000. Dr. Baldwin said nothing
had been done formally yet on the
budget.

• Voted to adopt the school calendar
as proposed on first reading

• Selected Daedelus as Operating
Project Manager and Durland
VanVoorhis as designer for the
Hasting Middle School Green
Repair Program.

• Reconvened in Executive Session
to discuss a strategy for collective
bargaining. Upon returning from
Executive Session, the Committee
voted unanimously to amend the
Unit A Teachers’ contract. When
asked for details on the amend -
ment, Mr. Veitch said the amend -
ment had not yet been ratified and
directed inquiries to Dr. Baldwin. In
a follow-up interview, Dr. Baldwin
said that the amendment was a
clarification of seniority with
respect to maternity leave.

SCHOOLS: cont’d from page 20

ONE FREE
CUP OF CHOWDER
with the purchase of large 

fish & chips. Limit, 1 per order.
Exp. 4/8/11

Ray’s Take-Out
Located at Surf ‘n’ Turfs

164 South Main Street • Acushnet
508-998-3333

Open Wed.–Sat. 11 a.m.–7 p.m.

LENTEN FAVORITES
Fish & Chips..............sm. 6.95..........lg. 8.95
Clam Plate.............................................13.95
Oyster Plate...........................................13.95
Shrimp Plate .........................................12.95
Fish Cake Plate .......................................5.95

PLUS
Chicken, Beef, Salads, Wraps, 

Homemade Onion Rings.
Wed., Thurs., Sat.: Call for our daily specials

Credit 
Cards 

Accepted

Potter Street. They will try to find another way to fund the
chip sealing of Wayne Street.

During that discussion, Dr. Bowcock responded to a
claim by Board of Public Works Vice Chairperson Robert
“Hoppy” Hobson that the Selectboard should not select
which streets would be paved.

“We make recommendations on all of the town’s
projects,” Dr. Bowcock said, noting that all Town Meeting
articles had columns for recom menda tions from the
Selectboard and the Finance Committee, not the BPW.

At the conclusion of the regular session, the Board
reconvened in executive session to discuss negotiations
with the police union, as well as New Bedford water and
sewer, and a lawsuit against the town. 

In other business, the board:
• Signed a financing agreement with Solar Power Partners,

which is financing the project for Blue Sky Power for
solar panels at the landfill

• Voted to hold off on an early retire ment incentive for non
union person nel so that they could get more information
on the town’s financial situation.

• Voted to give non union personnel a one percent raise for
FY12.

• Voted to sign a letter of support for the coalition for
Buzzards Bay’s efforts to acquire property in the
Mattapoisett River Basin to protect the region’s public
water supply

• Voted to accept Joan Mello’s request to be re-appointed
to the Council on Aging.

• Discussed ways to generate busi ness for local inns with
Hampton Inn Manager Jennifer Hartley.•••

SELECT: cont’d from page 17



Fairhaven Neighborhood News Thursday, March 31, 2011 Page 31

HEATING OIL & DIESEL

$3.47

Gal

Price may
change

We strive to maintain our competitive reputation 
by reducing costs

24-Hour Service
Over 15 years’

experience

508-996-8042 • 126 MacArthur Drive
New Bedford, MA 02740

www.luzofuel.com

Dr. Brian K. Bowcock

Fairhaven 
Chiropractic Office
• Auto Injuries

• Low Back
Injuries

• Job Injuries
• Board Certified
in Orthopedics

• Neck
Injuries

• Headaches

Call 508-997-3600
Nos falamos Portugues

Most insurances accepted, including United Healthcare & HMO Blue

Now offering Massage Therapy

“WE GO WHERE THE PROBLEM TREES GROW”
• TREE REMOVAL • LOT CLEARING
• AERIAL BUCKET TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE
• FIREWOOD
• PRUNING OF LARGE HISTORICAL TREES
• YEAR ROUND SERVICE

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates

508-993-3588
Fairhaven

THE place for UNIQUE
items. From clothes to toys and 

everything in between!
We have UGGS!

24 Center Street • Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-992-1714 • Fax: 508-992-1652 • eurship@aol.com

EURO SHIP STORE/PHOENIX

Gift Certificates Available

HAIR BIZ

�508� 996-4202 • 9-9 Mon.-Fri • 9-4 Sat.
Walk-ins welcome, or by appointment. 18 Fairhaven Commons Plaza, Fairhaven

Proprietors: Janice Aguiar & Rose Dutra

NOW OFFERING wig service
• All cuts and all phases of hair care

• Waxing

QUALITY REMODELING & FINISH WORK
ALL TYPES OF INTERIOR & EXTERIOR REMODELING

PHONE 508-992-6622
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
EPA LEAD-SAFE CERTIFIED

FIRM #NAT-21140-0
MA CONST. SUP. LIC. #007769
MA H.I.C. REG. #125134
FULLY INSURED
FAIRHAVEN, MA

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

CABINET MAKING

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATIONS

DECKS AND PORCHES

WINDOWS AND SIDING

Call Phil Lacerda, 508-989-6093

Firearms
Safety Course

State approved for Massachusetts 
License to Carry Firearms or Firearms Identification Card

St. Anthony of New Bedford
Federal Credit Union
Your Community Credit Union

Local Weather • News • History

Weather....You Like It or Not

From West Island
Weather Station KA1WBH

WESTISLANDWEATHER.COM
By ML Baron, Fairhaven, MA



03 VW Beetle: 
Convertible. Auto. All
leather. Full power
options. CD player.
80K $8,995 

02 BMW 525I:
All power options.
Leather. Moonroof

$7,995 

05 Ford
Escape XLT:
4x4. Loaded. Leather.
Moon roof $10,500

03 Chevy
Silverado 2500:

Heavy duty 4x4. 
$9,900

03 Dodge Ram
w/plow &

sander
Regular cab. 4x4.

Hemi. 8 Ft plow. 2 yd
sander. Must see! $14,000

00 Ford 
Taurus SE: 

Sedan 4D. All power
options. Alloy wheels.

$3,995

Here’s just a sample of the cars we have available now.
For more details, please call Alex at 508-509-2292 or our

salesman Tony at 508-951-5056 or the shop at 508-758-9500.

02 Ford F150
XLT: 

Crew cab. 4x4. All
power options

$10,500 

00 Jeep Grand
Cherokee Ltd
Fully loaded. Leather.
Moon roof. $7,500 

05 Chrysler
PT Cruiser:

All Power Options.
CD Player.A/C.Only

83,000K  $6,500 

02 Chevy
Silverado:
2WD. 8 ft bed. Aut.
Gas saver V6 engine.
$5,995

01 Jetta GLS:
2L engine.

Automatic. Leather.
Moonroof $3,995

02 Ford 
F150 Harley
Davidson Ed.:
Crew cab.
Supercharged

engine. Fully loaded. $17,000

79 Marion Road • Mattapoisett

We will beat any 
competitor’s estimate.

All Reasonable Offers and Trades Considered.

Your
Neighborhood

Tavern
Where there are no

strangers: only 
friends you haven’t met

BAYSIDE LOUNGE & TAVERN
125 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-996-9212

www.baysidelounge.com

Fairhaven, MA

Local Bands

FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS:
LIVE BANDS, 9 P.M.

4/1: “Jolly Mon” George Hubert, 5–8; Backroads Band, 9–1
4/1 is Country Western Night. Prizes for outfits.

(See website for details)

4/2: Shovel Head • 4/8: The Billy Mulligan Trio, 5–8;
Smoking 45’s, 9–1 • 4/9: The Freezepops

Thurs., Trivia Buff: 7:30 p.m. • Weekly prizes
Tues., Pitch League: Ask at the bar for details

KITCHEN OPEN DAILY
By Steve, formerly w/Ferry Café & Knuckleheads
Hours: 11-8, Mon., Thur., Fri., Sat. • 11-7, Sun. • 11-3, Tues. & Wed.

FEATURING on SUNDAYS:
$5 Steak or Fried Shrimp • Clam Boils & Fresh Lobster Rolls, $10

Open:
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.– 6 p.m. • Sat., 9 a.m.–1 p.m.

We are 
prepared to

help you 
with all

your
automotive

needs

Chuck Akin & Bruce Labossiere
276 Huttleston Ave., Fairhaven

508-994-2078

JRs Auto Shop

QUALITY 

WORK —

AFFORDABLE

PRICES


