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The North Fairhaven Improvement Association held its annual candidates night on Wednesday, 3/16, at the Hastings Middle School. A
media panel asked questions of their own and questions provided by the public to candidates in contested races. ABOVE: Four School
Committee candidates vying for two seats, L-R, incumbent Colin Veitch, incumbent Pamela Kuechler, newcomers Brian Monroe and
Lisa Schroder-Plante. See page 6 for story. Photo by Heidi Winnett. See it in color at www.NeighbNews.com. 

Candidates on the spot at NFIA event



It’s candidate season, folks,
and things have heated up in
Fairhaven. The BPW race is hot,
the School Committee race is
hot. The candidates for the
contested Planning Board seat,
however didn’t even show up. 

Our cover story is the North
Fairhaven Improvement Association’s candidate night,
when your favorite wild-haired editor gets to question the
candidates on TV. Yup, on TV. What fun! My colleague at
the conglomerate on the wrong side of the river, Beth
Perdue, joined me to create “The Media Panel.” See page
16 for story.

We also have the rest of the candidate statements on
page 28. See what the school committee candidates have
to say. Three of the four responded to our free offer of a
statement and picture. 

We’ve got some letters to the editor, too. Two of the
three focus on the School Building Committee’s decision
to abandon the Rogers School, knock down the Wood
School, and build one school for both student populations.
See page 26 for those.

We had a rare and wonderful moon this week. I tried to
get a picture of it, but just didn’t have the patience for a
night shot. ML Baron got a great one, though. See page 21
for that.

We have some meeting coverage in this week’s issue,
too. See page 12 for Board of Public Works and page 20 for
Finance Committee.

On page 3 you’ll find an announcement about fund-
raising efforts for the victims of the earthquake and
tsunami in Japan. As most of you know by now, Fairhaven
has a special relationship to the people of Japan. Our little
burg is downright famous there for the rescue of Manjiro
Nakahama, a 14-year-old who got shipwrecked on a fishing
trip. Manjiro was rescued by whaling captain William
Whitfield, who brought the youngster to Fairhaven,
making Manjiro the first Japanese person to live in the US.
Japan was a closed society back then, so it was a big deal,
especially when Manjiro risked death to return to Japan.
He was instrumental in helping Japan initiate contact with
the U.S. and other western nations. He became famous,
and a hero in Japan. Fairhaven has many Japanese visitors
each year because of the friendship between Manjiro and
Captain Whitfield.

Ayako Rooney landed in Tokyo just minutes after the
earthquake struck. She and her group managed to get to
sister city Tosashimizu which was not affected by the
earthquake or tsunami. We are grateful that she and her
group are okay. 

The devastation in Japan, though, is overwhelming. The
Whitfield-Manjiro Friendship Society has started
collecting funds to help. See page three for
details. 

And, welcome back Ayako.
We’ll see you around town.

Until next week then...

Fairhaven Neighborhood News
Volume 6, Issue 11

Thursday, March 24, 2011
Copyright 2011 Elizabeth A. David

Editor: Beth David
News Correspondents/Photographers:

John Garcia, Mali Lim, Joyce Rowley, Heidi Winnett
Published weekly on Thursdays by

Fairhaven Neighborhood News, LLC, at
166 Dogwood Street, Fairhaven, MA 02719

NeighbNews@comcast.net
www.NeighbNews.com

508-979-5593 • Fax: 508-991-5580

Contributions: The Neighb News accepts press releases, editorial
contributions and letters to the editor at the above address. Editorial
must be typewritten, 500 words or fewer. Unfortunately, The Neighb News
is not able to pay money for contributions at this time. Contributors
agree, by virtue of their submissions, to grant The Fairhaven
Neighborhood News, LLC, the right to publish submissions in print and
online. Contributors also verify, by virtue of their submissions, that they
own the right to publish the work submitted. Any claims of copyright
infringement will be referred to the contributor, who will also be
responsible for any and all costs associated with said claims.
Advertising: Call or write for rate card and sample issue or visit our
website at www.NeighbNews.com.
The Fairhaven Neighborhood News, LLC, reserves the right to refuse
advertising and editorial for any reason. The Neighb News will not assume
any liability, financial or otherwise, for errors in ads or in editorial
content submitted by contributors. The Neighb News will run a correction
on the inside front cover to rectify any misprints or errors in the previous
week’s issue. Readers, advertisers, and writers are responsible for
notifying The Neighb News of any inconsistencies or errors in the paper. 
Advertisers are responsible for all claims made in their ads. The Neighb
News is not be liable in any way for claims made by advertisers.
Advertisers are responsible for their own content. We will, to the extent
reasonable, try to verify any claims that seem unreasonable or unlikely to
be true. Readers are encouraged to report any problems with our
advertisers.
Subscriptions are available for 6 months (24 issues) or one year (48
issues) at $1.75 per issue for a total of $42.00 or $84.00 respectively. Also
available for free online at www.neighbnews.com, www.northfairhaven.org,
www.westisland-ma.com. For free email subscription, send to NeighbNews@
comcast.net and include your first and last name.
Copyright 2011 Elizabeth A. David

Contents
BPW meeting .....................................................................................12
Candidate statements ......................................................................28
Classifieds..........................................................................................22
Cover Story/NFIA candidate night .................................................16
Fairhaven Recreation Center news ................................................14
Finance Committee meeting............................................................20
Happenings....................................................................................6,7,8
Japan fund-raising efforts..................................................................3
Legal Notices/Public Hearings............................................................
Letter from the editor ........................................................................2
ML’s Eye on the Weather .................................................................21
Moriarity’s robbed..............................................................................4
Recipe of the week ...........................................................................10
Selectboard........................................................................................12
Senior Center this week...................................................................14
Sports contest/March Madness......................................................10
Tides...................................................................................................22
Upcoming meetings..........................................................................22

From 
The Editor

WEST ISLAND —
A day late and many dollars short.

Beth David, Publisher

CORRECTIONS

In last week’s story on the Finance Committee
meeting, we made an error reporting on the street repair
votes. No vote was taken on Dogwood Street at that time.
Also, the Finance Committee is still considering Article
23, remodel/install fencing at Macomber Field. We
apologize for any confusion our error may have caused.
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Whitfield-Manjiro Society collecting earthquake relief funds
Press Release

The Whitfield-Manjiro Friendship
Society has established a relief fund
for the survivors of the massive 9.0
earthquake and resulting tsunami,
which killed untold thousands and
destroyed many coastal communities
in northern Japan on March 10, 2011.

Checks of any amount will be
accepted, made payable to “WMFS”
with the memo “Earthquake Relief”
and mailed to: Whitfield-Manjiro
Friendship Society, 11 Cherry Street,
Fairhaven, MA 02719.

“In the spirit of Captain Whitfield
and John Manjiro, we are compelled
to respond to this emergency in
whatever small way we can, in
solidarity with our Japanese friends,”
said Gerry Rooney, the Society’s
presi dent. “All proceeds will be sent
to the Society’s sister city of
Tosashimizu, Japan, in order to
reassure them that we share their
loss and join their efforts during this
trying time. We will call upon their
judgment to forward the donations to
the most appropriate agency.”

Tosashimizu is located in southern
Japan on the island of Shikoku and

was not impacted by the earthquake
and tsunami. 

Contributions are tax-deductible.
The Society is a 501(c)(3) organization.

The WMFS, formerly the
Fairhaven/New Bedford-Tosashimizu
Sister City Committee, Inc., has been
active in promoting U.S.-Japan
relation ships for more than 24 years.
It was formed with mandates from the
Town of Fairhaven and the City of
New Bedford, Mass., to establish and
promote a sister-city relationship
with the city of Tosashimizu, Kochi
Prefecture, Japan. It is the goal of the
committees in both countries to
promote interna tional cooperation,
friendship and peace.

The WMFS represents the oldest
and longest standing friendship
between the two countries. It began
in 1841 when Capt. William Whitfield
of the whale ship John Howland,
rescued five shipwrecked Japanese
fishermen. The youngest, Manjiro,
stayed with the ship at the invitation
of the Captain and lived with the
Whitfield family in Fairhaven, where
he was also educated. Eventually,
Manjiro returned to sea and finally

found his way back to Japan after
many adventures. He served an
invaluable role as a teacher and
interpreter during the initiation of
relations between Japan and the U.S.

The Society operates the Whitfield-
Manjiro Friendship House Museum,
located in the home where Manjiro
became the first Japanese person to
reside in the USA. It was restored with
funding provided in the most part by
the Japanese people.

Open House
In conjunction with these fund-

raising efforts, there will be an open
house at the Society’s museum at 11
Cherry Street, Fairhaven, on Sunday,
March 27 from noon to 6:00 PM.
Visitors will be welcome to take tours
of the museum for whatever donation
they wish to make. Those wishing just
to make donations are also welcome
to share their concerns and spirit.

If the bonds of friendship
strengthen with time, ours must be
one of the strongest given that it was
initiated by Captain Whitfield when
he offered an opportunity to Manjiro
to live here and acquire some
education 170 years ago.

WEDNESDAY SPECIALS

Chicken Club Wrap
Buffalo Chicken Wrap 

or Sand.
Chicken Caesar Wrap
Chicken Tenders
House Salad w/

Grilled Chicken

FRIDAY FAVORITES

Fish & Chips.........sm. 6.95....lg. 8.95
Clam Plate..................................13.95
Scallop Plate...............................13.95
Fried Oyster Plate ......................13.95
Shrimp Plate ..............................12.95
Fish Cake Plate ............................5.95
Seafood Platter ...........................17.95
Clam Cakes ......1/2 doz. 4.95....doz. 8.95
Buffalo Chicken Fingers & Fries ..6.25
Homemade Onion Rings..............3.50

Credit & debit cards accepted

SATURDAY SPECIALS
Sirloin Steak Dinner (with fries or

onion ring and cole slaw)...............12.95
Steak & Cheese Sub, w/onion, 

pepper & fries or onion rings ...........6.75
Barbecue Beef Sub, 
with fries or onion rings ......................6.99

Full Seafood Menu, 
Wed.–Sat., 11 a.m.–7 pm.

Ray’s Take-Out
Located at Surf ‘n’ Turfs • 164 South Main Street • Acushnet • 508-998-3333

Ray Houle 

Call Ray for all your Lenten favorites and more
NEW HOURS: Wed.–Sat., 11 a.m.–7 p.m.

$2off 

any $25.00 order with 
this coupon

Rayʼs Take-out only. Expires 4/1/11

Located at

MENU

with
fries or
onion
rings”

$575

SALADS CLAMCAKES
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Moriarty’s clerk robbed at knife point

Re-Elect
Geoff

Haworth
Fairhaven

Board of Public
Works

Paid for by Geoffrey Haworth • ghaworth2@gmail.com

For Experience
For Leadership

For Integrity
RE-ELECT 

GEOFF
HAWORTH

Keep Fairhaven “FAIR”
Vote to re-elect 

Kathy “Bouley” Sturtevant to the Board of
Public Works on Monday, April 4

• Lifelong resident of
Fairhaven

• Founding member of
Sconticut Neck Sewer 
Study Committee

• Former member
Conservation Commission

• Town Meeting Member for
16 years

Kathy Believes in:
• Keeping Fairhaven “Green”
• Good communication

among all town boards and
departments

• Independent thinking
Former BPW Superintendent
Fred Raphael endorses Kathy
Bouley Sturtevant.

Kathy Bouley Sturtevant
for Board of Public Works

Paid for by Committee to Re-elect Kathy Sturtevant

Fairhaven Police Dept. Press Release
At clerk at the Moriarty Liquor

Store located at 101 Middle Street in
Fairhaven was robbed at knife point
Saturday, 3/12. Two masked men
entered the store just after 8 p.m.,
one of whom was brandishing a knife
approximately 6 to 8 inches long.
They demanded money from the
clerk, and then robbed the store of an
undisclosed amount of cash and
several packs of cigarettes.

The male brandishing the knife is
described as a white male with a
medium build, approximately 5 feet 6
inches tall, wearing a white bandana
over his face, a grey hooded sweat -
shirt, dark pants and sneakers. The
second robber is described as a white
male, approximately 6 feet 2 inches
tall, with a skinny build, wearing a
white jacket, dark pants and white
sneakers. The white jacket was worn
over a sweatshirt that contained a
hood that converted into a mask
resembling a human skull that was
used to conceal his identity.

After the men robbed the store,
they fled on foot eastbound on Bridge

Street where they entered a parked
vehicle that sped away, turning
northbound on Main Street. The
vehicle is described as a white, older
model Ford Explorer. A wide, dark
colored racing stripe is painted down
the centerline of the hood and roof of
the Explorer and runs the entire
length of the vehicle.

The vehicle used in the robbery
has been identified by Fairhaven
Police Detectives and was processed
by crime scene services earlier this
week. The investigation is ongoing
and any information pertaining to
processing of the vehicle is not being
released. 

This robbery bears similarities to
the robbery of the 7-11 Convenience
Store that was held up at knife-point
in New Bedford Monday night. 

Fairhaven Police Detectives are
actively investigating the robbery
and following up on all leads. If
anyone has information pertaining to
this case, they are asked and
encouraged to contact Fairhaven
Detectives at 508-997-7421. Callers
can remain anonymous. 

Did you Know?
The Neighb News accepts

advertisements for births, anni -
ver saries, engage ments and obitu -
aries (tell your funeral director).

Your neighbors are reading
the Neighb News, so if you want
them to know what’s going on in
your life and the lives of your
loved ones, you’ll have to
advertise it here.

We charge only $20 per
column inch; or use our
convenient set sizes:

1/6 page $35
1/4 page $45
1/3 page $55
2/3 page $100

Visit our website at
www.NeighbNews.com 
for complete rate card

The Neighb News prints 4,000
copies each week. The paper is
also online in its entirety, and we
have a growing email list. 

Call Beth at 508-979-5593 
to place your ad.
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IN YOUR HOME:
Call Cyclone and our  uni formed, professional crew will take care of
your wall-to-wall  carpets. You just pick up the phone.

AT OUR PLACE:
Drop off your area carpet one day and pick it up a few days later.
ALL carpets are machine scrubbed and extraction-rinsed for a clean

that only Cyclone can give. Don’t just clean it, make it Cyclone-clean.

YOUR CARPET

CLEANING

PROFESSIONALS

CYCLONE CLEANING SERVICES
Proudly serving Greater New Bedford for 40 years
Cyclone: a name you can trust.
833 Mt. Pleasant St. • New Bedford
508-995-8816 • Anthony David 

Call th
e

Company

you Trust

Wall-to-Wall • Orientals • Area Carpets • Braided

AT YOUR PLACE, OR OURS
CONVENIENT RUG & CARPET

DROP-OFF CENTER

Visit www.CycloneCleaning.com to learn about all our cleaning services

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS:
Do you have smoke, fire, or water damage due to flooding, fire, or

furnace malfunction? You have the right to choose your contractor.
We are experts in water and smoke removal/restoration: 

from cleaning to complete reconstruction.

* Annual Percentage Rate = APR. Above APRs reflect a .50% rate reduction for automatic payment from a SMCU
Checking Account for remainder of loan. Available to qualifying members based upon established underwriting
guidelines and creditworthiness. Other rates and terms available. Refinancing existing SMCU loans excluded.
These offers may be withdrawn or modified at any time. Some
restrictions may apply. Available on model years 2007-2011and
requires a minimum down payment of 5% of the purchase price or
NADA value, whichever is less. APRs effective 2/1/11. 

Low Rate Auto Loans
• New or Used • Low Payments

• Purchases or Refinancing

Other low rates and terms available. To apply for a loan call
1-866-484-2264 or online at southernmass.com.

Protect your purchase with GAP insurance. Ask for details.

Main Office: 123 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719
Branch Office: 2926 Acushnet Avenue, New Bedford, MA 02745

Loan Center: 866-484-2264 (available 24/7)
Connecting All Offices: 508-994-9971

It’s a Slam Dunk with
Southern Mass
Credit Union

Federally insured with NCUA

As low as

2.49%
APR*

Terms up to 3 years
Cost per $1,000=$28.86 (3 yrs.)

MODEL YEARS 2007-2011
As low as

2.74%
APR*

Term: 4 years
Cost per $1,000=$22.02

As low as

2.99%
APR*

Term: 5 years
Cost per $1,000=$17.97

181 Huttleston Ave., Fairhaven (Co. Washington)
508-717-0278 • www.SweetGingerRestaurant.com

Open 7 days: Mon.-Thurs., 11 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Fri. & Sat., 11 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sun., noon-10 p.m.

Full Bar
•

Family
Dining

Take-Out
•

Healthy
Dishes

Available

Meatless Specials: $7.95
M1 Szechuan Shrimp, Fried Vegetable Wonton, Vegetable

Roll, White Rice
M2 Fresh Garlic Stir Fried with Green Beans, Crab Rangoon,

Fried Jumbo Shrimp, White Rice
M3 Curry Fish Fillet, Fried Vegetable Wonton, Fried Jumbo

Shrimp, White Rice
M4 Scallop Fried Rice, Crab Rangoon, Vegetabe Roll, Chow Mein

We will serve Chow Mein sauce/gravy without meat 
through Good Friday

Linguica Fried Rice
Small $5.95 • Large $8.35

Linguica Fried Brown Rice
Small $6.95 • Large $9.35

(Includes bean sprouts, onion, green pepper, red pepper & egg)
Linguica Fried Wonton: $4.25

Large Fish & Chips  . . . . . . . . . .$7.50
Scallop Plate  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11.95
Shrimp Plate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8.95
Fried Clams  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13.50
Pan Seared Scrod 
with Herb Butter  . . . . . . . . . . .$8.95

Call Jevon for your Custom Catering Needs. Your
special event will be prepared just the way you want it.
Full service, delivery, or take-out: 774-473-0393 (cell)

Also Offering Daily Specials 
Suitable for the Season

Lenten Seafood 
Suggestions

MAC’S SODA BAR
A Sconticut Neck tradition

Open Every Day: 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

508-992-8615

Mac’s has been satisfying a wide circle of friends at
116 Sconticut Neck Rd., Fairhaven, since June 21, 1946



Japan Fundraiser
See page 3

Candidate Night
The West Island Improvement

Asso ci a tion will hold its annual
Candidates’ Night on Wednesday,
March 30, at 7 p.m. at the Commu -
nity House, Top O’ The Hill, 40
Causeway Road, Fairhaven.

Candidates have been invited to
participate and share their views
regarding the upcoming town elec -
tion to be held on Monday, April 4. All
are welcome to come and meet the
candidates and get their questions
answered. Refreshments will be
provided immediately following the
presentation. 

Lions Club Breakfast
The Fairhaven Lions Club recently

donated $3,500.00 to Lions Interna -
tional to go towards their cause of
“Eye Research.” This donation was
presented at the Lions International
Mid-Winter Conference held in
Plymouth, MA.

As part of their continuing fund
raising projects, the Fairhaven Lions
Club will be holding their Annual
Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, April
3rd at St. Mary’s Hall on Main Street
in No. Fairhaven, from 8 a.m.–12
noon. Tickets are $5.00 and can be
purchased by calling Vic Oliveira at
508-992-1775 or they can be pur -
chased at the door.

Chowdah & Fritters
The Fairhaven Varsity Club, 9

Adams Street, Fairhave, is holding a
chowder and fritters fund-raiser on
Friday, March 25, from 5–8 p.m.
Tickets are available from members
and at the door: $7 per person.
Partially accessible. 

The Varsity Club supports youth
sports in Fairhaven and surrounding
areas. Call Pat Souza for more infor -
ma tion, 774-263-6741

Fish & Chips
Fish & Chips dinner from Our

Lady’s Haven kitchen, 71 Center St.,
Fairhaven, on Fridays: 3/25, 4/1, 4/8,
4/15. From 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m., TAKE-
OUT ONLY, $6/plate. Tickets must be
purchased in advance, 508-999-4561.
Accessible. Benefits OLH residents.

Dollar-A-Bag Books
The Oxford Book Haven & Cafe,

located at the Church of the Good
Shepherd, 357 Main St., No.
Fairhaven, will be having a Dollar-A-
Bag-Book Sale on Thursday, March
31, from 10am–2pm. Homemade
soup, stuffed quahogs, hot dogs and
desserts available at reasonable
prices. Not accessible. For more
information, call 508-992-2281, or
email: deaton17@yahoo.com

Book Discussion
Monday, March 28, at the Millicent

Library, 45 Center St., Fairhaven,
Walnut St. entrance, at 7:00 p.m.
Accessible. 

The book “Lit” by Mary Karr will
be the topic of discussion. Free. For
more information, call 508-992-5342
or visit http://millicentlibrary.org

Historical Society
The Fairhaven Historical Society

will host an event focusing on the
history of East Fairhaven on April 1,
at 7 p.m. at the Fairhaven Town Hall,
40 Center Street. Light refreshments.
Free, donations accepted. Wheelchair
accessible through Walnut Street
entrance.

Natalie Hemingway has written
two books about East Fairhaven, and
is working on a third. She will talk
about the history of East Fairhaven
and answer questions. People who
have pictures or stories about East
Fairhaven are encouraged to attend
and share their stories. Mrs.
Hemingway may include them in her
next book.

For more details, call Barbara
Acksen, President, 509-993-0317

Blood Drive
On March 28, 2011, a community

blood drive will be held at the
Unitarian Memorial Church, 102
Green St., Fairhaven, from 12:00 PM to
5:00 PM. Accessible.

This blood drive is a cooperative
effort between the American Red
Cross, George H. Taber Masonic
Lodge, and the Unitarian Memorial
Church in Fairhaven to collect blood
for those in need of transfusions.
Every two seconds, someone in the
United States needs blood and each
pint that is donated could save up to

three lives. In return for donating a
pint of blood, donors will receive a
coupon for a free lunch from
Cumberland Farms.

For additional information, please
contact Blood Drive Chairperson
Richard C. Brodeur at 774 263 5019,
or brodeur.richard@gmail.com. The
need is constant the satisfaction
immediate. Please consider giving the

Dr. Jekyll & 
Mr. Hyde

The Fairhaven High School Drama
Club will be staging the Broadway
musical theater phenomenon Jekyll
and Hyde on Thursday March 31st
through Saturday April 2nd at 7:30
pm and Sunday April 3rd at 2 pm.
The show will take place in the
performing arts center at Fairhaven
High School.

Jekyll and Hyde is an evocative tale
of the epic battle between good and
evil. Jekyll and Hyde is based on the
Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic
story about a brilliant doctor whose
experiments with human personality
create a murderous counterpart.
Convinced the cure for his father’s
mental illness lies in the separation
from man’s evil nature from his good,
Dr. Henry Jekyll unwittingly unleashes
his own dark side, wreaking havoc in
the streets of the late 19th century
London as the suave maniacal
Edward Hyde.

The musical is being produced by
Rick Brejcha, directed by Sarah
Martins and choreographed by
Brandon Carreiro. Doug Braley with
be featured in the dual role of Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Amelia Katan will
star in the role of Lucy Harris and
Sylvia Pacheco will star in the role of
Emma Carew.

Other cast members include
Christian DuBois as Sir Danvers
Carew and Cameron Souza as John
Utterson, as well as 25 other cast and
crew members.

Tickets are on sale now and the
high school box office is open
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
evening from 6 to 8 pm. The box
office is in the rear of the school. You
may also order your tickets by phone;
the number is 508-979-4051 Ext. 5411.
Please leave your name and number
and someone will get back to you as
soon as possible.

AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS

Thursday, March 24, 2011 Fairhaven Neighborhood NewsPage 6
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HAPPENINGS OVERTOWN

Explore Series
New Bedford Whaling National

Historical Park continues its Explora -
tion Series on Fri., March 25 at the
Vistor Center, 33 William St., New
Bedford. Free. Accessible. 

Lisa Bergson, Executive Director of
the Waterfront Historic Area League
(WHALE) will be the featured speaker.
Bergson will offer a brief illustrated
history of this New Bedford organiza -
tion that has, for decades, recognized
historic buildings and has saved them
from neglect and demolition.

The Exploration Series is an
opportunity for the public to delve
into New Bedford’s fascinating
history and its people.  Most sessions
take place on select Friday evenings
from 6:30-8:00 PM and on select
Saturday mornings from 10:00-11:30
AM. All sessions are free of charge,
and the public is welcome to attend
one, some or all of them.

Lasagna Dinner
Help raise money to help homeless

animals. The Coalition for Animals is
having a Lasagna Dinner on Wedn.,
March 30th from 5-8pm at The
Skyroom, 651 Orchard Street, New
Bedford. Accessible. Dinner includes
meat and vegetarian options, bread,
salad, coffee and dessert. There will
be a cash bar and also an auction
with great items! 

Tickets are $10 Adult, $6 Senior or
Child under 12. Buy Tickets at
Mellisa’s Pet Depot, 83A Faunce
Corner Mall Road, Dartmouth or
reserve tickets by calling New
Bedford Animal Control 508-991-6366.
Limited Tickets will be sold at the
door of the event, so reserve your
tickets! 

Low-Cost Rabies
Clinics

Two low-cost rabies clinics will be
held for pet owners in New Bedford
and surrounding communities on
Saturday, April 2, from 10 am.–Noon.
Fee: $10 per pet. New Bedford dog
licenses will also be available.

TWO LOCATIONS
South end: Fire Station #11, Brock

Ave./Mott Street.
North end: Fire Station #9, Tarkiln

Hill Road/Ashley Blvd.
All animals must be properly

restrained. All dog licenses must be
renewed every year; 2010 dog license
expired in December.

Whale Educator
Workshop

Schooling With Whales,” a Profes -
sional Development Workshop at the
New Bedford Whaling Museum, 18
Johnny Cake Hill, New Bedford, will
be offered on the first weekend in
April – Saturday, April 2 from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Sunday April 3
from 12:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Accessible. This ten-hour profes -
sional development course will
introduce teachers of grades 3-8 to
whale/cetacean related topics which
can be used to teach concepts
prescribed by state science and
mathematics frameworks. 

Whales may not travel in schools,
but they can be used within a school
setting as a teaching tool. Topics
include anatomy, food chains,
geography, mapping, taxonomy and
unit conversions. Teachers will leave
with a packet of activities, links to
useful web sites and a greater
appreciation for whales and their kin.

Tuition for the course is $50.
Completion of the course provides
ten (10) Professional Development
Points (PDPs). In addition, one (1)
graduate credit is available through
Cambridge College. Graduate credit
cost is an additional $50. To register,
please contact the course instructor:
Robert Rocha, Science Programs
Manager, New Bedford Whaling
Museum at rrocha@whalingmuseum.
org. Direct line: 508-717-6849.

GIRLS Series/Free
The Ocean Explorium welcomes

Faith Ball as this week’s speaker in
the series Girls Interested in Real Life
Science (GIRLS), Thursday, 3/24. Ms.
Ball is the Engineering Senior
Manager at Lockheed Martin Sippican
in Marion, where they design and
build countermeasures, underwater
vehicles and Sea/Air sensors.

Ms. Ball has participated in the
design and production of a diverse
list of products including the B2
stealth Bomber, underwater vehicles
and sensors, Radar systems test
equip ment and support services and
fiber optic gyros. 

Doors open at 5:00 pm for refresh -

ments and mingling in the Ocean
Explorium before the talks begin at
5:30 p.m., 174 Union Street in down -
town New Bedford. Accessible via the
rear entrance. Call 508.994.5400 for
after-hours access. 

Free and open to the public thanks
to the support of the Women’s Fund.
Contact Abbey Spargo at aspargo@
oceanexplorium.org or 508.994.5400,
or visit the Ocean Explorium website
at www.oceanexplorium.org for info.

The series continues on March 31
with Rhonda Moniz, Dive Safety
Instructor, Entrepreneur

Seamen’s Bethel F-R
The Committee to Restore the

Seamen’s Bethel will host the final
program in its three-concert series at
3 p.m. April 3.

In cooperation with the New
Bedford Symphony Orchestra,
Héloïse Degrugillier, recorder, and
Paul Cienniwa, harpsichord, will
perform a concert of 17th- and 18th-
century French baroque music to
welcome spring. The New Bedford
Port Society and its Ladies’ Branch
are presenting the concerts to raise
funds for urgently needed repairs to
the historic house of worship.

A tea will follow, with the national
park’s “Ruth” and “Abby,” who
portray 19th-century whaler’s wives,
serving as hostesses.

The 1831 Seamen’s Bethel,
renowned as the Whalemen’s Chapel
in Melville’s “Moby-Dick,” is suffering
from water and insect damage, and
costly rehabilitation is required.
Thanks to the sponsorship of Isaksen
Fishing Corp., New Bedford Ship
Supply and the Ladies’ Branch., 100
percent of the proceeds will go to the
restoration fund.

Tickets, priced at $20 each, are
available online at http://seamens
bethel.eventbrite.com, from EURO/
Phoenix in Fairhaven, Baker Books in
Dartmouth, or from Peter Haley,
director of the Seamen’s Bethel and
Mariners’ Home, between 9 a.m. and 4
p.m. weekdays by calling 508-992-3295. 

All tax-deductible donations for
the project are welcome. Checks can
be made out to the Port Society, 15
Johnny Cake Hill, New Bedford, MA
02740 and marked Building Restora -
tion Fund.

For more information, visit www.
portsociety.org or call (508) 992-3295.
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Spring Fling FR
7th annual Spring Fling fundraiser

for children with cancer on Friday
March 25, 2011, 6:00 p.m, Whites of
Westport, 66 State Road, Westport,
MA. Call 508-636-7369 for tickets,
$45, or register at www.mydevin.org.

Gourmet meal and famous local
comedian-spiritual medium Maureen
Hancock. 

Benefits the Devin Laubi Founda -
tion which provides financial
assistance for families of children
stricken with cancer throughout
Southeastern Massachusetts, New
England and across the United States.

Murder Mystery
Bristol County Sheriff Thomas M.

Hodgson will be among the celebri -
ties taking part in a Murder Mystery
at The Southworth Library, 732
Dartmouth St., Dartmouth, on Friday,
March 25. Accessible. It is the
Foundation's largest single fundraiser
of the year.

Sheriff Hodgson will play Inspector
Sam Slade, the chief investigator in
the play. Joining him will be Select
Board member Shawn McDonald as
Dell Doubleday, Assistant School
Superintendent Ana Riley as Agatha
Mystry, and Acting Library Director
Lynne Antunes as Lotta Books.

Rounding out the cast will be
Evelyn Bettencourt, the owner of
Fay’s Restaurant, as Page Turner;
Rachel Stronach, Education Director
for the Lloyd Center for the Environ -
ment, as J'Lo Bennifer; UMass
professor and Charter Review Com -
mit tee chair Doug Roscoe as Dalton
B. Walden; and Town Moderator
Steve Sharek as The Governator.

Every year, the Foundation holds a
Murder Mystery to support the
Dartmouth library system. During the
play, a local celebrity is “murdered”
in the Library and audience members
attempt to solve the case. The person
with the best solution to the mystery
gets a prize, donated by Baker Books.

The event begins with cocktails at
6:30 p.m. A cash bar of beer, wine and
soda, is provided by CV Liquors.  

The play itself starts at 7:30
p.m.Tickets are $30. Tickets are
available at The Southworth Library,
the North Dartmouth Branch Library,
and at Baker Books on State Road.

A buffet and dessert are provided
by Fay’s Restaurant and Ma Raffa’s

Italian Restaurant. 
The event will include a silent

auction and raffle. Auction items
collected to date include numerous
restaurant gift certificates, jewerly,
professional services, health club
memberships, hotel/resort stays,
theater tickets, etc. 

The Dartmouth Library Founda -
tion, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization. For more information
about assisting with the upcoming
Murder Mystery, please contact Mrs.
Sharek at 508-991-7222 or dsharek@
comcast.net.

Arab Author
The Center for Arabic Culture is

hosting a talk and book signing by
James Zogby of the Arab American
Institute on March 26 at 4pm. Dr.
Zogby will be discussing his latest
book, Arab Voices: What They are
Saying to us and Why it Matters.
Copies of the book will be available
for sale. The Talk is Free and Open to
the Public, Saturday March 26, 4 p.m.,
MIT, 32 Vassar Street, Cambridge, MA.
Parking is available at 139 Mass.
Avenue in Cambridge.

Free Music Class
South Coast Music Together is

offering a free demonstration class on
Saturday, March 26, at 10:00 AM, in
Dartmouth. All South Coast Music
Together classes are for children ages
birth to five, and beyond, and their
parents or caregivers.

For the older child there is the
South Coast Children’s Singing Circle,
where age appropriate play con -
tinues, while exploring music ideas
and terminology. This class too may
be previewed, with a free demonstra -
tion on Thursday, April 14, at 4:00 PM,
in New Bedford.  

For more information, or to visit a
free demonstration class, please visit:
www.southcoastmt.com, or call 508-
367-426. South Coast Music Together
serves the families of the Greater
SouthCoast.

Autism Conference
The Gottschall Autism Center will

host an autism conference, “When
the Belly is the Beast: How Intestinal
Health Impacts Brain and Behavior,”
on April 1st at Rachel’s Lakeside in
Dartmouth. Features nationally-

known experts who will address the
nutritional and biomedical approaches
used in the treatment of autism.

Dr. Martha Herbert, Pediatric
Neurolo gist at Mass. General
Hospital, will present “Autism as a
Chronic Whole Body Treatable
Environmental Illness.” “Gluten,
Leaky Gut, and the Autism Spectrum
Disorder: How to Connect the Dots,”
will be the topic of a workshop led by
Dr. Alessio Fasano, Professor of
Pediatrics, Medicine, and Physiology
at the University of Maryland School
of Medicine. Pamela Ferro, RN,
President of the Gottschall Autism
Center will present “Gastrointestinal
Pathology and the Use of the Specific
Carbohydrate Diet in Autism.” 

Additional workshops will be held
on finding resources, legal basics for
parents, safety and wandering, and
transition to adulthood.

Hosted by Wendy Fournier, Presi -
dent of the National Autism Associa -
tion. Ms. Fournier is the parent of a
child with autism, a Gottschall
Autism Center board member and a
frequent lecturer at local and national
autism conferences.

Registration: $65, includes conti -
nental break fast, lunch, conference
program booklet and an Autism
Resource Guide. Please visit www.
Gottschallcenter.com for conference
information and online registration.

women4women
women4women, a non-profit

women’s networking group, will hold
its second networking event of the
year on Monday, March, 28, from
5:30–8:00 pm at Sippican Café,
located at 167 Spring Street in
Marion. Accessible.

All women interested in leveraging
the power and presence of women to
promote each other’s professional,
business and community service
endeavors are invited to join like-
minded women for a casual evening
of connecting.

Special guest speaker, Paige Roth,
CFA and founder of Pine Haven
Investment Counsel, will lead a
discussion on “Women and
Finances.” Complimentary hors
d’ouevres for attendees and a cash
bar will be provided by Sippican Café.

Attendees are encouraged to RSVP
online at: http://www.socializr.com/
event/251354499

HAPPENINGS/OTHER LATITUDES
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Ted Silva
Licensed Private Investigator

PRIVATE • Criminal Defense • C.P.C.S.
Exclusively serving attorneys.

Tel: 508-997-0952
email: tedsilva@comcast.net • Fax: 508-997-0951

New Bedford, Massachusetts
MA Lic. P-1355

Lenny Fleurent 
& Sons

Masonry Contractors
508-996-0861 • 508-971-3478 (cell)

Over 55 years’ experience

SPECIALISTS in waterproofing cellars/basements
Jobs big or small — we do them all!

Cement Floors • Cement Driveways
Chimneys • Stone Walls • Patios &

Steps Sidewalks & Aprons • Fireplaces
Insured • Residential • Town Approved • Lic. # 013997

◆ MUNICIPAL TAXATION ◆
◆ LAND COURT REPRESENTATION ◆

◆ ESTATES ◆

4 PARK PLACE • SUITE 101 • NEW BEDFORD • MA 02740
M J T @ M J T H O M A S L AW. C O M

508-994-1500 • FAX: 508-990-1916

Homeowners
◆ We Insure Coastal Properties ◆

◆ Alternatives to Mass Fair Plan Available ◆

◆ Competitive Premiums for Homes 
Valued Over $250,000 ◆

Call us Today!

Fairhaven Center for Business
65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-997-8515 • 508-997-8670 (fax)

www.vieirains.com

39 Day Guarantee
Your House Sold in 
39 Days or Fewer

Free 24-hour Recorded Line:
1-800-670-0756, Ext. 1232

774-202-7060
info@ryanrealty
associates.com

If you like it, tell a
friend. If not, tell us.

• 90 cents per pound 
pickup & delivery service

• 75 cents per pound 
drop-off 

228 Hillman St. • New Bedford, MA 02740 • Email: DimanLaundry@aol.com

508-999-0227
1-866-505-0227

Gilly Brasidio
Owner

56 Goulart Mem. Dr. • Long Island • Fairhaven, MA
508-993-8600 • www.earlsmarina.com

The Mercury Is Rising…
Slowly, But Surely

Don’t be left out in the cold
Limited slip availability. 

Call now to reserve your spot
Be prepared: Down the Hatch is
opening Memorial Day Weekend



By Bob Hobbs
Special to the Neighb News

BIG Neighb News Final Four
Basketball March Madness

Contest
Pick the winner

by Friday April
1st, and total
points in case of a
tie.

Favorites are
Duke, Ohio State,
Kansas, and
Connecticut, or
your choice.

N a t i o n a l
C h a m p i o n s h i p
Game will be on
Monday April 4th,
in Houston.

Winner will
receive a Gift
Certifi cate to the
C o u r t y a r d
Restaurant.

All entries
must be in by
April 1st.

E-mail neighbnews@comcast.net
or mail to Fairhaven Neighborhood
News Sports, 166 Dogwood St., Fair -
haven, MA 02719; fax, 508-991-5580.
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Recipe of the Week
Susan’s Chicken pot pie

1/3 cup butter
1/3 cup flour
1/3 cup onions chopped
1/2 tsp salt
1/2 tsp. pepper
1 3/4 cup chicken broth--low salt

if you want
2/3 cup of milk
2 cups chopped chicken (baked)
1 12 oz pkg of frozen peas and

carrots
1 frozen puff pastry

Bake chicken undercooked
Heat butter and onion until

melted — add flour and salt and
paper and whisk until smooth.

Remove from heat and stir in
broth and milk. Heat to boiling
and boil for one minute. Stir in
chicken, veggies.

Put in baking dish and cover
with crust.

Cook at 425 for 30-35 minutes
(until golden). Very yummy with
mashed potatoes on a cold night!

By Sarah Thomas

To share a recipe 
with your neighbors

Mail to 166 Dogwood St., Fairhaven, MA 02719; fax
to 508-991-5580; email to neighbnews@comcast.net

A Little Bit of Sports

Moby Dick Marina

2 River Ave. • Fairhaven • 508-994-1133 • www.mobydickmarina.com

Arion Anezis

John Zolotas

Indoor rack

Storage Available

Boat Slips
Available:

Starting at
$70/foot

We have WiFi

154 Huttleston Ave. (Rte. 6), Fairhaven (At the former Modern Galleries)
Hours: Tue., Wed., Thurs., Sat., 10–5:30 • Fri., 11–7 • Sun., 1–4

Closed Monday • 508-997-0166

WHAT A FIND!
Consignment Furniture & Home Décor

Look for our Tagged
Clearance Items 
for Extra Savings

Accepting Consignments. Call us for information.

WHAT A FIND! offers a great
opportunity to recycle 

quality used home furnishings. 

Pine Grove Chiropractic
Personalized Healthcare

Dr. Carol Duphily
Massage Therapists on staff/Acupuncture

508-998-8444
934 Ashley Boulevard • New Bedford

Carlos Landscaping

Carlos Brasidio
Owner

Lawn Rolling
Small Tractor Work

Lawns Cut & Trimmed
Hedges • Bushes • Clean-Up

Everything in Your Yard

Nos Falamos Portugues

508-264-1667
CarlosBrasidio@comcast.net

Travel with Sonya as she finds herself stranded in a strange world with no
 modern conveniences, and a strange, yet ill-defined, power floating around
inside the minds of the Ruling Family members. Zorena, chosen heir to the
Rule of Anatawen, at once endears herself to Sonya and simultaneously
infuriates the impetuous adolescent. Still, Sonya cannot stop herself as she
becomes entwined in the struggles between good and evil in this place,
especially when she discovers the presence of another person from her
world who is fighting for the other side.

Visit http://www.amazon.com/dp/B004SZ3IC0
to order. ONLY $4.99

VISIT: WWW.ZORENA.COM

A fantasy novel written
for adults, and suitable
for young readers 11+.

Fantasy lovers of all ages
will enjoy this tale of

adventure. 

Strong women characters.
Minimal violence.
No foul language.

Now Available for Kindle
And Other E-book Readers

Available for;
Kindle, iPad,

iPhone, Blacberry,
Android, PC, and

Mac.
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Cyd�s 
Creative
Kitchen

$200

OFF*

Any Lunch
Monday through

Friday
On meals of $6.29 and up

*Must present coupon. Offer expires 4/1/11. Limit $2 per person. Maximum $4 per
coupon. Not valid on weekly specials. Cannot be used with any other promotions

2331 Acushnet Ave.
New Bedford

Open Daily, 6 a.m.-2 p.m. • Sunday, 6 a.m.-1 p.m.

Once a week
go Greek!

Yia Yia’s Pizza Cafe
381 Sconticut Neck Rd.

(corner of Seaview)

508-990-1919
*Plus tax and delivery. With this coupon, one coupon per
order. Not to be combined with other offers. Exp. 4/1/11 

We accept
competitors’ coupons

We deliver!

Complete Menu of Chinese & 
American Selections

Call 508-992-8668 for take-out.
Open every day 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS

Go where you KNOW
the food is ALWAYS

good...for EVERY meal!

51 Main Street, Fairhaven Center
Gift Certificates for all Occasions

Trusted by your friends and 
family since 1961

We serveBeer & Wine

$2off
All purchases of at least $20

With this coupon. Exp. 4/1/11.
Not to be  combined with other offers.

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN 2011

Bud & Bud Light 30 pack...................................$2149 + dep.

Coors Light 30 pack ............................................$2049 + dep.

Heineken 24 loose bottles....................................$2379 + dep.

Absolut Vodka 1.75..............................................$2999

Captain Morgan Rum 1.75..................................$2999

Jim Beam Bourbon 1.75 ......................................$2499

Christian Bros. Brandy 1.75 ...............................$1999

Gordon’s Gin 1.75 ................................................$1699

Kahlua 750 ...........................................................$1999

Kendall Jackson Chard 750 ................................$1199

George Duboeuf Cotes du Rhone 750..................$699

Foxhorn Wines 1.5. All Varietals ...........................$799

Open Mon.-Thurs., 9-10; Fri. & Sat., 9-11; Sun., 12-6

This week’s specials

355 Huttleston Ave.
Route 6, Fairhaven

508-990-8724

1926 Purchase St.
New Bedford
508-999-4724

More than 
300 wines to
choose from&

WE LISTEN

WE CARE

WE TAKE ACTION

PONICHTERA DENARDIS P.C.
SINCE 1987

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Divorce & Family Law

Custody

Support & Visitation

Trials & Mediation

Real Estate

Social Security Disab
ility

Criminal

Wills & Estates

Personal Injury

Get the
personal,

experienced
service you
deserve.

- Nos Falamos
Portugues
Ann M.

Ponichtera
De Nardis

Antonio Daniel
P. De Nardis

Call us for your free consultation

508-991-3355
10 Park Place, New Bedford • Free On Site Parking

Visit Us on The Web: www.panddlaw.com

$100
off*

Fish & Chips — any size
*With this coupon. Exp. 4/1/11

Seafood Hut & Creamery
2 South Main Street • Acushnet • 508-993-9355

The best seafood around, tasty burgers, 
friendly service, and much, much more!

Call ahead, you’re order will be waiting for you!
Gluten-free chowder

Two
small

1-topping
pizzas

We now have
gluten-free

crust

$

1099*

Expiration date
weekly
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BPW moves forward on hiring process for new Superintendent
By Joyce Rowley

NeighbNews Correspondent
Residents Ann Richard, Robert

Espindola, and Nate Bekemeier
appealed to the Fairhaven Board of
Public Works to retain Superin -
tendent William Fitzgerald, at their
March 14, meeting. This sparked a
continuation of the debate as to
whether Mr. Fitzgerald’s leaving is
best for the Town.

Ms. Richard pressed hard for the
Board to retain Mr. Fitzgerald. In
addition to the grants, awards and
praise, she said, Fairhaven owes its
standing as a leader in green energy
and cost savings to Mr. Fitzgerald. 

Reading from an article on the
groundbreaking ceremony for the
anaerobic digester, she quoted then-
Selectboard Chairperson Brian
Bowcock as saying “This is a proud
moment for Fairhaven.”

“I owed it to Bill to speak on his
behalf,” said Robert Espinnola. He
said from the energy audit at the
high school to the millions of dollars
in savings, Mr. Fitzgerald had
worked diligently for the Town. He
also said Mr. Fitzgerald was
extremely cooperative in working
with others.

Nate Bekemeier said he was not
speaking on behalf of the Sustaina -
bility Committee, but he got
involved because he felt the work
Mr. Fitzgerald did was beneficial to
the future of the Town. 

“When I heard he wasn’t going to
be retained, I was shocked, frankly,
shocked…I find it tragic we’re losing
him,” he said. “I personally want to
thank him for what he’s done.”

BPW member Robert “Hoppy”
Hobson said he had attempted to get
reconsideration two or three times.
He agreed Mr. Fitzgerald did a good
job.

But BPW member Kathleen
Sturtevant said she was on the other
side of the vote. She agreed about the
green record but said there were
other obligations as well. She said she
did what she felt was right for the
Town.

BPW member Steven Riley said the
Board worked with Mr. Fitzgerald on
issues, but he could not share his
reasoning as personnel matters were
discussed during executive session.

“I stand by my decision as I did in
January,” Mr. Riley said.

Chairperson Geoffrey Haworth

said he appreciated the residents’
appearance at the meeting to voice
their concerns. He had hoped Mr.
Fitzgerald would be allowed to stay
another year to complete some of the
projects he started.

“At the end of the day, it’s a five-
member board,” said Mr. Hawoth.
“The vote is a 2-3 vote. It’s important
that we do move forward and that we
put someone in place as soon as
possible.”

Later in the meeting, the board
discussed whether to advertise for
the position, and the debate resumed.
Mr. Riley moved to advertise in three
free publications, to accept applica -
tions and to interview but not hire
before April 30, 2011. After the motion
was seconded, Mr. Riley said he did
not want to waste valuable time by
waiting up to four weeks to advertise.

Mr. Hobson said he the BPW
should wait until April 4, 2011. He said
the position couldn’t be filled until
July 1st, and it might be a waste of
time depending on the election.

Ms. Sturtevant said she thought
the process would have started when
the original vote was taken in
January. Since then, regardless of the
election, the position should be
advertised.

Mr. Haworth said applications
could be accepted as publication was
free. Ms. Sturtevant was away for a
month, and so no vote was taken
except on reconsideration—which
was 2-2, twice. He said he still
supports Mr. Fitzgerald staying, but
said he had to respect the majority
vote. 

Mr. Riley modified his motion to
accommodate the potential for an
election upset. The Board voted to
advertise but not interview until after

April 30, 2011.
In other business, the board

unanimously renewed the ABC
Disposal contract, with one member,
Dan Freitas, absent. The proposed
contract was for a 0% increase in
FY2012 for $439,000, then 3% per year
for the next two years. Chairperson
Geoffrey Haworth said it was an
improvement over the initial ABC
Disposal offer of 5% the first year.

Mr. Fitzgerald noted the Board of
Health had ratified the contract as
well, and kept recycling with the
same contractor.

Gerald “Gerry” Payette and John
Medeiros of the Fairhaven Bicenten -
nial Committee requested permission
to use Cushman Park over the July
4th, 2012, weekend for the Vietnam
Moving Wall. He said it was the best
spot in Fairhaven due to its size,

parking area, lighting, and central
location. The Bicentennial
Committee would fund the event.

Mr. Payette said he expected very
little damage to the park but
support braces may leave holes in
the ground after the five-day usage.
Mr. Riley suggested they speak to
Recreation Director Warren
Rensenhausen who schedules
activities for the fields.

Mr. Medeiros was then joined by
Victor Oliveira to request the BPW
accept two more “gold shovels” to
list all of the Town’s superin -
tendents from 1969 to present.

In other business the BPW:
• Heard a presentation from Kenneth

Ferreira to extend a 2” low-pressure
sewer line from Shirley Street at
Route 6 by LukOil to a sewer/water
access hole at the entrance in front
of the Hampton Inn. Only three
proper ties would be tied in. The
Board voted unanimously to
approve the extension condi tioned
upon a $5,000 fee and a pre-
construction meeting being held.

• Voted unanimously to approve
articles for Town Meeting in excess
of $1,323,665. These included the
skid steer loader for the bike path,
homecoming expenses, West Island
Beach restroom, Taber Street pump
station rehab, and debt from the
design phase of the digester and
West Island sewer plant. Salaries,
NPDES, and inflow/ infiltration will
be recommended at Town Meeting.

• Voted unanimously to invite Mr.
BPW: cont’d on page 27

When I heard he wasn’t 
going to be retained, I 
was shocked, frankly,

shocked…I find it tragic 
we’re losing him 

[Nate Bekemeier]
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Paid for by Colin Veitch               508-264-1490             colinveitch@comcast.net

Working to create Independent, Productive and Successful Children. 

ELECT 

Brian
MONROE

Fairhaven 
School Committee

Paid for by Brian Monroe — 508-525-5286 • brian.monroe@comcast.net

An educated community is the
best foundation for the future
of Fairhaven…

RE-ELECT
PAM KUECHLER

Fairhaven 
School Committee

Building our Community’s 
success through 

excellence in education
Paid for by Pam Kuechler for School Committee

Re-Elect

Kathy Bouley Sturtevant
Board of Public Works

Breakfast
Fairhaven VFW • 109 Middle Street

Sunday, March 27
8 a.m.–noon

$7.50/person
Call Kathy for tickets: 

508-992-5890

Paid for by Committee to Re-elect Kathy Sturtevant
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Ongoing Programs
Call 508-979-4029 for

days and times
A/G Consumer Mediator; Bingo;

Blood sugar and blood pressure
testing; Board Meeting/monthly;
Bridge; Caregiver Support & Edu ca -
tion Group; Computer Training;
Friends of Elderly/ monthly meet ing;
A Grant is available for heating your
home; Grocery Shop ping; Line
Dancing; Live Band; A Matter of
Balance; Medical Transpor tation;
Nutrition Program/meal served;
Osteo porosis class; Outreach Coor -
dinator; PACE Fuel Assistance; Pitch;
Reassurance Program; Shop ping;
Supportive Senior Social Day
Program; Tai Chi; Walking Clubs.

Fairhaven
Recreation Center

**Coming this Summer**

Alyssa Niemiec Tennis
Academy

9th Annual
Flashlight Egg Hunt

*New Time! Starts at
7:30pm*

Join us for the 9th annual Flash -
light Egg Hunt! Children will search
for their eggs on the Recreation
Center grounds, take pictures with
the Easter Bunny and receive a
special treat. Don’t forget your
flashlight! NO LATE REGISTRATIONS
WILL BE ACCEPTED. NO WALK-INS
NIGHT OF THE EVENT.

Friday, April 15th  7:30pm
Cost $5 per child Ages 10 and under

Deadline to re gister is Tuesday,
April 12th.

Kool Kids April
Vacation

This 4 day program is a great
opportunity to make new friends
while participating in group activities
such as soccer, floor hockey,
cooperative games, and more. Kids
need to bring lunch the first 3 days,
pizza lunch on will be served on
Thursday. Sneakers and active
clothing must be worn. For more
information, call Fairhaven Recrea -
tion at 508-993-9269. Monday, April
18th–21st from 8 a.m.–3 p.m.. Grades
K-5, $100.00 member/ $125.00 non-
member 

Tiny Pros Flag
Football

This program will be led by local
Pop Warner coaches. Two weeks of
instruction followed by non-competi -
tive play. Game T-shirts will be
provided.

April 9th–May 14th (Saturdays), 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; $50 member/$70 Non -
member

Open Mon-Thurs, 6 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Fri., 6 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.-

2 p.m.; Closed Sunday • 227
Huttleston Ave, 508-993-9269
http://fairhavenma.virtualtown

hall.net

508-979-4029 • 229 Huttleston Ave
Supportive Senior Day Care Program, 9-3

508-993-9455

Visit our new website at:
http://fairhavenma.virtualtownhall.net/Pages/FairhavenMA_COA/index

Fairhaven Senior Center

With Nancy
June 13, 2011 – The Hamptons &

Montauk Point, Long Island.  Seat -
ing is limited. Lunch at Gurney’s Inn
& a tour of wine tasting at Duck Walk
Vineyards.

Sept. 11: Duck Boat Tours. Boston
4-DAY TRIP: Mon.–Thurs., Sept.

19-22. Lancaster Show Trip & the
Dutch Country. Includes 3 break -
fasts and 3 dinners. “JOSEPH” Show
at the Sight & Sound Millennium
Theatre. A guided tour of Lancaster

including Amish country. A visit to
Charming Kitchen Kettle Village and
Landis Valley Museum & Village. 

Reserve your seat for these events.
Call Nancy at the Fairhaven Senior

Center, 508-979-4029.
With George

Monday, March 28, Foxwoods.
Bus leaves Fairhaven Senior Center
at 7:15 a.m. and returns 4:00 p.m.

NEXT TRIP TO FOXWOODS: 4/25
Call 508.979.4029 or after 3pm
George Arruda @ 508.996.6538.

MALL TRIP:
Mar. 30: Hyannis Mall,

Christmas Tree Shop, and
Trader Joes

ENTERTAINMENT:
Mar. 29, Tues: Music with 

Rod at 12:30
Mar. 30, Wed: DJ  Joe at 1:00
Every Thurs. dancing w/the

COA Band

Upcoming Trips

Duck Pin Bowling

At 1 p.m., Thursdays in Matta -
poisett. Call George at 508-995-
5638 or Ron at 508-994-7773  to
sign up.

Seniors, Did you know 
that A Grant is 

Available for Help 
in Heating your Home:

1. If you are a senior who lives
in Fairhaven

2. If you qualify for fuel
assistance

3. If you have exhausted all
other sources of help (PACE, etc)

4. If you have an unpaid bill for
heating fuel, of any kind.

Bring your bill to the Senior
Center, 229 Huttleston Ave, and
you will get some help in paying it.

Fuel Assistance
To assist any Senior who needs

help filling out PACE forms, by
appointment only.

Supportive Senior Day
Care

Open five days a week.
Designed to enhance the physical,
emotional, and social well-being
of senior adults, especially those
who are socially isolated due to
physical or emotional limitations.
Call 508.993.9455 for info.

MALL TRIPS: APRIL 2011
4/6: Swansea Mall & Seekonk Plaza
4/13: Providence Place Mall and

Whole Foods
4/20: Silver City Galleria, Kohls and

Target
4/27: South Shore Plaza
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OUR NEWLY RENOVATED FACILITY INCLUDES:

Please call for a tour. We’re sure that when you visit us,
you’ll want to make Alden Court your place to spend

your short or long-term stay! (508) 991-8600

Nursing Care and Rehabilitation Center
389 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719 • 508-991-8600

Having Elective Surgery?
Before you check in, check us out for post-op care.

We provide top-notch rehabilitative care after surgery.

From our home to your home...
We don’t think of ourselves as
a nursing home, and our
atmosphere proves it. We
are a home to our residents,

and we provide everything
you need to feel comfortable,
engaged and entertained
during your short-term stay.

Media Room, Computer with
On-Line Access, Full Service
Salon, Beautiful Courtyard,
Variety of Therapeutic and

Social Activities, Library,
7 days a Week Rehab
Services, and Friendly and
Caring Staff.

730-46777

You deserve the best

Many senior living communities talk about quality, 
but at Atria Fairhaven, it’s the cornerstone of what 

we do. With strict standards in place to ensure 
the highest quality lifestyle possible, you can 

rest assured that Atria’s commitment to you is a 
commitment to excellence.

ATRIA FAIRHAVEN

391 Alden Road | Fairhaven, Massachusetts 
508.994.9238 | www.atriafairhaven.net

Call today to schedule a visit!
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A simple ad
just to say: I truly enjoy

reading the Neighb News
every week!
from Louise Dupre
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Fairhaven candidates answer questions from media panel
By Joyce Rowley

NeighbNews Correspondent
Photos by Heidi Winnett. See them 
in color at www.NeighbNews.com
The North Fairhaven Improvement

Association held its annual candi -
dates’ night at Hastings Middle
School Wednesday, March 16.
Candidates briefly presented their
platforms and then a media panel
asked questions of candidates in the
two contested races for which the
candidates showed up: School Com -
mi ttee and Board of Public Works.

Jeff Lucas and Jaime DeSousa, who
are both vying for an unexpired term
on the Planning Board left vacant by a
resignation, were also slated to be
asked questions, but neither attended.

In other races, incumbent Charles
Murphy is running unopposed for
Selectboard; incumbent Jeannine
Lopes is running unopposed for
Board of Health; incumbent Wayne
Hayward is running unopposed for
Planning Board; Rene Fleurent is
running unopposed for Planning
Board; Kenneth Nelsen is running
unopposed for an unexpired term on
the Fairhaven Housing Authority.

A seat on the Trust Fund Commis -
sion has no candidate. Those
interested in a write-in campaign
should call the Fairhaven town clerk
at 508-979-4025 for how to proceed.

Beth David, from the Fairhaven
Neighborhood News and Beth
Perdue, Standard Times reporter,
comprised the Media Panel. Ques -
tions were anonymously submitted
by the public, and also prepared by
the panel.

Ms. Perdue asked School Committee
incumbent Colin Veitch why there
was a policy prohibiting public com -
ment on an issue during SC meetings
unless that issue was on the agenda.

Mr. Veitch replied that public com -
ment is a powerful tool to influence a
decision. The comment period was

moved from the end of the meeting to
the beginning so it would be more
meaningful. Mr. Veitch also said that if
anyone wanted to discuss a teacher
or student issue, they should call or
email him to discuss it privately first.
He said the person might be referred
to a professional, and that it might be
better than discussing it in front of
the whole town.

Following up on that question, Ms.
David asked if perhaps that was the
purpose of bringing it up at a
Committee meeting, as it might be
something the person wanted aired.

“It’s just not how it’s done,” Mr.
Veitch responded. He said it could be
put on the agenda if it was important.

Ms. David then asked incumbent
Pamela Kuechler how she felt the
comment period should be handled.

Ms. Kuechler said she had been
frustrated that the comment period

was at the end of the meeting; by
then, agenda items were already
voted on. Public comment is now at
the beginning of the meeting and
occasionally the Committee will
invite someone present to discuss an
agenda item if they have expertise on
a topic.

Ms. David then asked challenger
Brian Monroe whether he felt only
agenda items should be open to
public comment.

Mr. Monroe said he felt the current
policy was inadequate because the
agendas are too vague and general.
He said that Westport allows com -
ment prior to and at the end of the
meeting. However, he felt time for
comment should be limited and
comment should not be allowed to
get too emotional. If the public isn’t
allowed to comment, he said, it’s not
a partnership with them.

When posed the same question,
Challenger Lisa Schroeder-Plante said
that it was important for the commu -

nity, taxpayers and parents to be
allowed to speak. She agreed that
comment be limited, but felt ongoing
discussions should also be opened up
for public comment. Otherwise, she
said, the comment might be lost in
the fray.

Ms. David then asked Mr. Veitch
about a Neighb News editorial topic
regarding the School Committee
meeting at which Mr. Veitch recessed
to discuss something with vice-chair
Louis Kruger. She asked whether he
felt it met the spirit of the open
meeting law.

Mr. Veitch said that he should have
asked for a vote to recess. Mr. Kruger
wanted to run an idea past him first to
see if it made sense to discuss goals
in the evaluation. Mr. Veitch said it
was a small mistake, it had come as a
surprise to him, and in hindsight he
should have asked for a vote. He said
he would in the future.

Ms. Perdue asked Ms. Schroeder-
Plante a question from the public.
Last year, when she was angry about
Wood School, she posted negative
messages around her car. The
questioner wanted to know why she
now supported Wood School.

Ms. Schroeder-Plante responded
that she was always a Wood School
supporter. Her problem was with a
PTO activity that excluded half the
school. When Ms. Schroeder-Plante
was unable to get a response from the
PTO, she put “exclusion hurts” on her
van. The message got through, and
there has not been an exclusive event
since.

As for the Wood School re-building
issue, she said she felt that jumping
into an issue without taking into
account all the impacts will be a
mistake in the long run.

Ms. David directed the next
question to Ms. Kuechler, asking why

CANDIDATES: cont’d next page

Incumbent Pamela Kuechler is running for
re-election to School Committee.

Incumbent Colin Veitch is running for re-
election to School Committee. 

Challenger Brian Monroe is making his first
bid for Fairhaven School Committee.
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CANDIDATES: cont’d from previous page

she rarely spoke while seated on the
Committee when she had been
elected in a landslide over the
previous chairperson on a slate that
she would change things.

Ms. Kuechler said she didn’t feel
the need to chime in if she agreed
with other Committee members. She
thought her position was evident
from her vote but that if that was how
people saw her, she would speak up
more. She also said her time on the
Committee was not just at meetings,
but also at events, working with the
Superintendent, and working on a
budget.

On the topic of administration
raises, Ms. Perdue asked Mr. Veitch
why the two highest paid
administrators should get raises
when the teachers were not getting a
raise this year, and whether teachers
had a good contract in light of the
administrators’ raises.

Mr. Veitch said the Superintendent
was in year three of a five-year
contract, and was making less than
superintendents in  comparable
districts. He also said the administra -
tion took no raises last year. He said
comparing the two was not valid
since half the teachers get 5%
because of step increases and so will
get 6% this year with the 1% raise. 

Ms. Perdue asked whether the
teachers’ three-year contracts
deflated that percentage.

Mr. Veitch said compared to adding
1% to $12 million, giving a $126,000
salary a 3% raise was not much.

Ms. Kuechler, when asked the same
question, said it was comparing
different types of contracts. Since the
principals’ contracts were not
completely negotiated, she could not
discuss them. The administration is
getting “0% based on merit” raises,
she said.

Ms. David asked Mr. Monroe if he

would compare that to private sector
companies.

Mr. Monroe said that in the private
sector, if the company doesn’t have
money, employees don’t get a raise.
He said teachers should be evaluated
based on goals, classroom observa -
tion, student growth in the classroom,
and student test scores, after which
raises would be determined. He felt
that raises should be performance-
based for administrators, too. 

Ms. Schroeder-Plante said that the
teachers took a 0% raise this year and
that the administration should have
done the same. She felt that no
group’s contract was more important
the others. Her concern was that
rating a teacher without factoring
class size would not be fair. 

For Board of Public Works
candidates, Ms. Perdue began by
asking incumbent Kathleen Sturte -
vant whether getting rid of the
Superintendent was the correct thing

to do in the current economic climate.
Ms. Sturtevant answered that she

was one of the three against renewing
the Superintendent’s contract. Her
concerns centered on his absentee -
ism, his day-to-day performance, and
lack of cross training in the depart -
ment. She also claimed he was a
procrastinator, his decision-making
was questionable, and he was over -
whelmed with projects.

As a follow-up question, Ms.
Perdue asked how many absences the
Superintendent had over the past
year.

Ms. Sturtevant said he was out 18
days and she felt it affected his job
performance. She said there were
additional issues but that those were
in his personnel file.

Ms. David asked BPW incumbent
Geoffrey Haworth why he voted for
the Superintendent to stay if he knew

everything that Ms. Sturtevant did.
And as a second part, what he would
look for in a new Superintendent. 

Mr. Haworth replied that the
Superintendent was very successful
in other areas, and that three major
projects are near completion.

Mr. Haworth said he voted for a
one-year extension of the contract for
the Superintendent, not a three-year
contract, to keep the person who
knew all aspects of the projects. But
since the vote, Mr. Haworth had tried
to learn as much as he could about
the projects underway. Mr. Haworth
felt that the Superintendent had done
more in four years than some superin -
tendents had done in 10 years, and
cited the $8 million digester and
Howland Road projects.

As for a new superintendent, he
said he would look for someone who
had strong management skills, who
knows Fairhaven, who can write
grants, and who knows their own
limitations.

Ms. David asked Ms. Sturtevant to
answer the second part of the
question. Ms. Sturtevant said that
management skills, organizational
skills, working with the highway,
water and sewer superintendents, the
community and other departments
were important qualifications for the
position.

The panelists were asked about the
recent property encroachments on
Cushman Park and the conflicting
maps of the property. Ms. Perdue
asked Mr. Haworth whether the BPW
was the correct department to bring
this to and if not, who would be
responsible for it.

Mr. Haworth said that the original
issue was a matter of a fence
encroachment. For any other
property encroachments, the BPW
will look into it. If need be, since the
maps are all different, a survey may

Challenger Lisa Schroeder-Plante is
making her first bid for School Committee.

Incumbent Geoffrey Haworth is running for
re-election to the Board of Public Works.

Kathleen Sturtevant is running for re-
election to the Board of Public Works.

CANDIDATES: cont’d on page 27
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L e a r n  M a r t i a l  A r t s

This holiday season give your child 
a head-start on life by learning
karate.  Our trained instructors 
can help your child:

Karate
Stop Bullying Now!

Super Spring
Special:

Six Weeks for $99
(Includes uniform)

•  Learn to defend themselves in any situation.
• Learn respect for adults and others.
• Become more self-confident.
• Learn to work toward goals and achieve them.
• Build a positive self image.
• Have fun while learning in a safe, positive

environment.
Give your child the advantages martial arts can provide 

with our Super Special. Call us!

Fairhaven Martial Arts Center, Inc.
150 Sconticut Neck Road

Fairhaven, MA 02719 • 508-994-5550
CHILDREN 41/2 AND UP

Munchkin Mania
The Consignment Store for 

Children & The Mother-To-Be
(Located in the rear of the Acushnet Plaza)
132 S. Main Street, Acushnet, MA 02743

(508) 995-1626

Follow us on Facebook:
Store Hours: Closed Sun. & Mon.; Tues., 10-7; Wed. & Thurs., 10-5; 

Fri., 10-6; Sat., 9-4.

NEW SPRING & EASTER CLOTHING ARRIVING DAILY
COME IN & CHECK US OUT, 
YOU'LL BE GLAD YOU DID!

Sizes from Newborn to Boys/Girls Sizes 16/18 
Maternity Wear • Baby Accessories • Toys & Books

NOW ACCEPTING: Summer consignments, by appointment only

Chocolate Works

Call for information about our flower
and cake designs class: begins April 2nd.

Must pre-register
1849 Acushnet Ave. • New Bedford • 508-998-2672

Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 10-5:30; Sat., 9-4; Closed Wed. & Sun.

Easter
Large Selection of

Candy Molds, Cupcake and 
Cake Decorating Supplies
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Voted Fairhaven’s
#1 Breakfast &

Lunch Restaurant
“A Unique Combination of 

Fine Dining and Home Cooking”

Check Out Our Daily Specials

Lunch Mon.–Sat. • Breakfast 7 days/week • Open 5 a.m.
270 Huttleston Ave./Route 6, Fairhaven Lifestyles Plaza

Serving breakfast all day

We honor all
competitors’ ads

MONDAY
Senior Day
10% OFF

entire order
Limit one per customer.
Please present coupon 

before ordering. 
Exp. 4/8/11

TUESDAY
Dessert or

Cup of Soup
$1.00 with
Lunch Purchase

Please present coupon 
before ordering.

Exp. 4/8/11

WEDNESDAY
Baked
Schrod
Dinner
$6.75

Please present coupon 
before ordering. 

Exp. 4/8/11
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Spring is Here
and

It’s Time for Spring Cleaning
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FinCom questions professional fees expenses
By Joyce Rowley

Neighb News Correspondent
Jane Bettencourt, Administrative

Assistant to the Fairhaven Board of
Assessors, withdrew her depart -
ment’s request for a department
motor vehicle at the March 17
Finance Committee meeting. Without
the capital outlay and gasoline
budgets, the Assessor’s budget of
$172,897 as presented was $3,750 less
than last year’s $176,647. 

Supplies, repair and maintenance,
telephone and postage were level
funded or decreased. Newly hired
staff at a lower starting salary offset
increases in salaries due to sick leave,
longevity, step increases and sick
leave buy-back. Other items, such as
tax map adjustments were down due
to a lack of new subdivisions, accord -
ing to Ms. Bettencourt. 

The only bone of contention was
the $2,000 dues and professional
budget item, which FinCom Chair -
person John Roderiques questioned.
Ms. Bettencourt said that a new
Board of Assessor member needed to
take a State-mandated course that
will be offered at Umass Amherst
campus at a cost of $750. The balance
would be used for the progressive
coursework for the BOA’s chairper -
son and workshops for staff to stay
on top of new laws and regula tions.
The budget item includes $220 in
professional dues.

Mr. Roderiques questioned
whether the coursework could be
taken locally, rather than in Amherst.
Ms. Bettencourt said that it was
offered in Natick, but at a time when
the new member could not attend.
She said it would also strain her
mileage budget. 

Mr. Roderiques said that he was
going to propose cutting any profes -
sional dues and travel after the first
$1,000 for all departments, to which
Ms. Bettencourt strenuously objected.

“We don’t have a full-time assessor
anymore,” she said, adding that she
had cut her other budget items by
$1,700 so she would have enough for
this item.

“We didn’t come here with what we
wanted. We came here with what we
needed,” said BOA Chairperson
Ronald Manzone. He said he was
trying to ensure his board ran
effectively and efficiently. Training
was necessary so staff would avoid
costly mistakes. 

FinCom Member Dan DeNardis
asked how much the coursework
would cost and how many were going
to it. Ms. Bettencourt said it cost
$1,100 for the new part-time
assessor’s course, including travel.
She cited Department of Revenue
changes that necessitated the
coursework for other staff. 

Mr. Roderiques said that all of the
departments made similar argu -
ments, but the Town was faced with a
severe budget shortfall. He also said
that if there was money to be cut, it
should have been cut anyway.
However, it can always be argued at
Town Meeting.

FinCom had the same advice for
Planning Director William Roth when
he presented his budgets. As he
presented the Planning Board and the
Department of Planning & Develop -
ment budgets, FinCom member Scott
Fernandez questioned how many

people travel to the Southeast
Regional Planning & Economic
Development District (SRPEDD)
workshops. Mr. Roth said that eight
people attend SRPEDD workshops.

Mr. Fernandez asked about the
recording secretary’s fees as she
works for Conservation Commission
as well. Mr. Roth said she was shared
between the two boards. He said he
had inherited that part of the budget
ten years ago and it had seen modest
1% to 2% increases over time.

Member Kim Hyland asked Mr.
Roth if his dues and gatherings
budget could take a 20% cut.

Although that item was less than
$1,000, Mr. Roderiques said he did
have a problem with departments
that charged several professional
organizations’ dues to the Town. Mr.
Roth said he belonged to just one.

However, FinCom member Jennifer
Bishop questioned why each depart -
ment needed its own mileage as

opposed to sharing vehicles. Mr.
Roderiques said he long supported a
town car pool.

Mr. Roth asked FinCom to let him
know if they were going to cut a
percentage or $1,000. He said he
preferred to make the cut himself and
resubmit his budget to FinCom.

“That’s not the argument to make,
that you have room to cut,” Mr.
Roderiques said, adding that if Mr.
Roth’s budget could be cut, he should
have cut it.

Member Ted Silva asked why
salaries increased $2,500. Mr. Roth
said it was due to sick leave, step
increases, sick leave buyback and
longevity.

Mr. Roth also presented the
Community Preservation Commit -
tee’s eight items for Article 9 on the
Town Meeting Warrant.

FinCom Member Ronald Quinton
asked about the Town’s share of the
Wolf Island acquisition by the
Coalition for Buzzards Bay. Mr. Roth
said that the Town’s share will be a
conservation easement over approxi -
mately 66 acres and that the Town
will act as water commissioner for
that part of the property for $79,000.
The area is in the Town’s well-field
protection area.

Ken Pottel of the Fairhaven Tennis
Association was present for Article
31, Cushman Park tennis court repair.
He said that the tennis association
would provide a $7,500 match to the
article’s $7,500 for repairs. Mr.
DeNardis offered to recuse himself as
he was a tennis player and used the
courts. Mr. Roderiques said that was
not necessarily a conflict of interest.
However Mr. DeNardis did not vote
on the article when the matter was
voted on and passed.

In other business, Finance Director
John Nunes provided FinCom with
information on the Millicent Library’s
request for an $18,000 emergency
reserve fund transfer request for its
entryway. Mr. Roderiques requested
that the library make the request in
person and with a firm estimate by an
architect.

Mr. Roderiques noted he had
received an anonymous email with
data in it. However, he would not
share the email because it was
anonymous. He said he felt that if
people making statements should
identify themselves.

FINCOM: cont’d on page 21

That’s not the argument
to make, that you have

room to cut 
[John Roderiques]



Forecast
Friday: Hi: 39 Mostly sunny. Highs

in the upper 30s. Friday Night: Lo: 25
Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 20s. 

Saturday: Hi: 39 Lo: 25 Partly
cloudy. Highs in the upper 30s.
Saturday Night: Cloudy Lows in the
mid 20s. 

Sunday: Hi: 39 Lo: 25 Partly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 30s. Sunday Night:
Partly Cloudy. Lows in the mid 20s. 

Monday: Partly Cloudy. High: 34
Monday Night: Partly Cloudy. Low: 24 

Tuesday: Partly Cloudy With
Flurries Possible. High: 34 Tuesday
Night: Mostly Cloudy. Low: 30 

Wednesday: Partly Cloudy. High:
32 Wednesday Night: Partly Cloudy.

Low: 28
Thursday: Partly Cloudy. High: 34

Thurs. Night: Mostly Cloudy. Low: 32 
Friday: Partly Cloudy. High: 37

Friday Night: Partly Cloudy. Low: 35 
The island's ocean temperature is

43 degrees. And we have a new
countdown. First day of Summer: 89
days. I know that seems like it's far
away, but we have to start
somewhere. 

Appreciate ML’s 
Weather Eye?

Help support the WIWS by donating
through our secure website. Click on
the “donate” button on the bottom right
column. All major credit cards accepted. 
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A weekly weather report from ML
Baron of the West Island Weather
Station: westislandweather.com

ML’s Eye on 
the Weather

Fairhaven Computer Repair

• Virus & Spyware Removal
• House Calls
• On-Site Service 24/7

• Repairs • Installs
• Upgrades • Networks
• Laptops • Wireless

A local repairman for the local community!

508-991-0169

17+ years’ experience!

FinCom voted to recommend the following actions on
the Articles as presented:
• Article 8: Indefinitely postpone Bluepoint Road from the

article (Mr. Hyland recused himself from the vote)
• Article 9: Approve CPC funding
• Article 29: Fire pagers, voted to recommend
• Article 30: Approve replacement of Hastings Middle

School windows
• Article 31: Recommend tennis court repairs at Cushman

Park
• Article 37: Approve senior workoff program funding
• Article 40 & : Yield to petitioners on adopting special

legislation-Griddles and A Kitchen
• Article 42: Approve the BPW fueling station

FINCOM: cont’d from page 201

The Francesca Rose at its mooring as the full moon sets on the first day of Spring, 3/20/11. Thirty-degree temperatures with frost
greeted West Islanders that morning. The recent full moon had more of a gravitational pull this month and revealed more rocks and
sandbars off the West Island Causeway last Sunday, 3/20. Photo courtesy of ML Baron. See it in color at www.NeighbNews.com



APPLIANCE REPAIR
Low rates. Work guaranteed. • Washers • Dryers
• Stoves • Dishwashers & more. 508-954-5277.

ODD JOBS • SMALL JOBS
Painting, carpentry, organizing, etc.

Call George 508-801-6743

SEWING ALTERATIONS: Reasonably priced,
expertly done. Acushnet. Call 508-995-0985 or
508-542-6262 (cell).  ongoing

CATERING for parties, graduations and
everything else. Enjoy your own party, let us do
the work. Call 774-644-6586.      ongoing

FINE FURNITURE RESTORA TION
Free Estimates, 13 Years’ Experience.

Veneering, Hand Rubbed Finishing.
Do your heirloom antiques need some TLC?

Call Michael, 508-997-1079.
Hand Crafted Custom Furniture

www.floatingstonewoodworks.com

WAYNE ELECTRIC & ALARMS: Security
Systems and Fire Alarms, 24-Hour Alarm
Monitoring, Security Cameras and Lighting,
Electrical Contracting, 35 Years Experience.
508-997-5600 * 508-758-3068   4/28

PAUL’S PAINT. Exterior and interior painting.
Great prices. Many references available. Call
508-961-7350.   6/30

EXPERIENCED PLUMBER: For all your
plumbing needs. Lic. #PL31859-J. Call
Raymond, 508-958-0925.   5/19

LANDSCAPING
4/14 Call Lionel, 508-989-7038  4/14

J&J PET & HOUSE SITTING. Keep your pet
safe & happy with us! Mother-daughter team.
Call 774-628-9037. References.  ongoing

FREE SCRAP PICK-UP
4/21 Ask for Steve: 508-997-7266  4/21

CLASS A MOTORHOME 2003 Itasca Sun cruiser
38G, 25,000 miles, 2 slides, loaded, excellent
condition. $47,000 or best. Call 774-634-6664.

PLACE A CLASSIFIIED AD IN THE NEIGHB
NEWS: Only $5 for three lines. Call Beth at 508-
979-5593.

LOCAL FRESH EGGS
$3.00/doz. Delivery possible. 

3/17 Call Andy, 774-488-1393 3/17

FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976
Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems.

Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm
monitoring and FREE MONITORING.

Replace your old alarm system with a new
system for as little as $299 Complete

FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633

SEMI-RETIRED ELECTRICIAN:
40 years experience. Lic. #E21920.

Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty.
Upgrade your service with circuit breakers.
Warm up that chilly room with electric heat

Paul Days          508-965-7446.

ALL-PHASE HOME IMPROVEMENT Additions,
Remodeling. Licensed. We do it all, just give us
a call. Lionel Garcia, 508-989-7038.  4/7

FOR LEASE/SALE
COMMERCIAL SPACE BUILT TO SUIT. SIX
UNITS RANGING FROM 1,900 SQ. FT. PLUS
MEZZANINE SPACE TO 3,000± SQ. FT. PLUS
MEZZA NINE. EACH UNIT HAS TWO
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE REST ROOMS,
FULLY FIRE SPRINKLERED, NATURAL GAS
HEAT, DRIVE IN OVERHEAD DOORS,
COMPLETE WITH OFFICE/FINISHED AREA.
ATTRACTIVE LEASE RATE WITH OPTION TO
PURCHASE. CALL JOHN 508-758-4915. 4/21

BOB’S LAWN SERVICE Yards clean, grass
cutting, mulching, new lawns installed, Bobcat
service, trees & bushes pruned, lawns fertilized,
gardens planted, dump runs, loam/fill/gravel.
Located at Staffon’s Greenhouse, 124 Alden
Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719; Business line: 508-
997-9259; cell, 774-263-4002. 

CARPET BINDING &
6/2 INSTALLATION 6/2

ARDe carpeting, 508-863-3550, Paul Debortoli.

01 HONDA PRELUDE COUPE VTec 6 speed,
black. Excellent condition. 83K miles. Call
508-954-9630   4/14

Thursday, March 24, 2011 Fairhaven Neighborhood NewsPage 22

NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS

Board of Appeals
Tues., 4/5, Town Hall, 6:00 p.m.

Board of Health
Mon., 4/11, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Board of Public Works
Mon., 3/14, Arsene St., 6:30 p.m.

Community Preservation 
Thurs., 3/24, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Conservation Commission
Mon., 4/11, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Economic Study Comm
Thurs., 3/24, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

Economic Study Comm
Thurs., 3/24, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

Fairhaven Election
April 4, polls open 10 a.m.–8 p.m.
Call Town Clerk’s office for polling

places: 508-979-4025

School Committee
Wed., 4/13, FHS Library, 6:30

Selectboard
Mon., 3/28, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Mattapoisett River Valley
Advisory Committee

Tues., 4/12, Arsene St., 3:30 p.m.

Mattapoisett River Valley
Water District

Tues., 4/12, Arsene St., 4:30 p.m.

Fairhaven Meetings

*= Predicted minus tides from -0.1 ft. to -1.0 ft
**Predicted minus tides from -1.1 ft to -2.0 ft or more

TIDE TABLE
US Army Corps of Engineers
Cape Cod Canal/Wing’s Neck

HIGH LOW
a.m. p.m.  a.m. p.m.

March
2011

be required.
As a follow-up question, Ms. David

asked whether the BPW would take a
request to Town Meeting for a survey
of the park.

Mr. Haworth said that it had come
up in February after the time for
putting articles onto Town Meeting
had ended.

Ms. Sturtevant also answered that
such matters should be dealt with by
the BPW.

Ms. Perdue then asked Ms.
Sturtevant what her attendance
record was at BPW meetings last year.

Ms. Sturtevant said she had missed
three meetings — two while she was
on vacation.

Given the Wayne Street decision at
the March 14 Selectboard meeting,
Ms. David asked the panelists
whether they felt the Selectboard was
stepping into the BPW’s territory.

Ms. Sturtevant said it was the first

she had heard of it.
Mr. Haworth said that the BPW

votes on which streets are to be
resurfaced. He said that he felt the
BPW should be given a fixed amount
each year to repair streets and that it
should not fall to the Selectboard.

Ms. David asked if people were
telling the sitting BPW members how
to vote, since both candidates talked
about how they were independent
thinkers and not swayed by pressure. 

Ms. Sturtevant said that some
people tried to pressure her about
the superintendent vote, but that she
would not change her vote.

Mr. Haworth said that he will listen
to the public, to the Selectboard
members, to employees, to residents.
But in the end, he said he will make
his decision based on the merit of the
situation.

BPW candidate Richard Brodeur
did not attend the event.•••

CANDIDATES: cont’d from page 17
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Fairhaven Lumber Co.
508-993-2611

120 Alden Road • Fairhaven, MA

Visit Our Showroom

GRANITETOPSstarting at$1995
sq. ft.

Kitchens
To Fit
Your

Lifestyle
& 

Budget

FULL SERVICE COMPUTERIZED
KITCHEN PLANNING

FREE IN-HOME MEASUREMENT
SERVICE

FINE CABINETRY IN AS LITTLE AS
3 DAYS

CUSTOM CABINETS & COUNTERTOPS

Caroline D. Percy
Marcoux

Graduate Gemologist, Goldsmith

Since 1982

114 Balsam St., Fairhaven • 508-961-0068

Designed with you 
in mind

Jewelry Repairs • Custom Designed Jewelry
Gem Testing Lab

Call today for an appointment.

Do you have questions or concerns? 

Contact me anytime!

774 263 5019 • info@richardcbrodeur.com

www.richardcbrodeur.com
www.twitter.com/richardbrodeur

On Monday, April 4, 2011

Vote

Richard C. Brodeur
Fairhaven B.P.W

The only experienced & independent
voice for the voters of Fairhaven!

• Leadership • Teamwork • Integrity
• Compassion • Experience •

Kitchen
142 Huttleston Ave. • Fairhaven, MA • (Across from Benny’s)
Mon.-Thu., 11 a.m.–10 p.m. • Fri. & Sat., 11 a.m.–11 p.m.

Sun. & Holidays, noon–10 p.m.

Dine In • Take Out • Delivery
508-9928300 • www.AKitchenMA.com

New Chef from Boston!

Sushi Lunch Special
Served Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.–4 p.m.

All served with choice of salad or soup (dine-in only)
12 PIECES: $6.95

Spicy Tuna Maki — (6 pieces)
Philadelphia Maki — (6 pieces)

B.Y.O.B.

FREE
SCALLION PANCAKES
Cannot be combined with any

other offer. Dine In & Take Out.
Min. purchase of $20. One

coupon per order. Exp. 4/1/11

FREE
CRAB RANGOON

or
CHICKEN FINGERS

Cannot be combined with any
other offer. Dine In & Take Out.

Min. purchase of $15. One
coupon per order. Exp. 4/1/11

Chinese Food & Sushi
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Atria welcomes sisters Scout get pins at Blue & Gold Banquet

SMCU donates to Bicentennial Committee
Press Release

At the March 7, 2011, Fairhaven
Board of Selectmen meeting Southern
Mass Credit Union (SMCU) Board
Chairman, David Darmofal and
President/CEO, Daniel Waltz,
presented the Fairhaven Bicentennial
Committee a $1,000 donation toward
their fundraising efforts for the 2012
Fairhaven Bicentennial Celebration.
Representing the Bicentennial
Committee were Angela Dawicki,
Fundraising Committee Chairman and

Wayne Oliveira, Chairman of the
Bicentennial Committee. “This
generous donation shows that the
Southern Mass Credit Union is not
just located in Fairhaven but it is truly
part of our community. We look
forward to working with our
community partners in celebrating
our Towns 200th birthday this
coming year,” stated Mr. Oliveira. As
Fairhaven’s hometown financial
institution, we are pleased to make
this donation to Fairhaven’s

Bicentennial Committee. Southern
Mass Credit Union prides itself in its
involvement in and support of
community activities and events, said
Mr. Waltz. In addition to celebrating
Fairhavens 200th birthday in 2012,
Southern Mass will be celebrating its
90th anniversary. We look forward to
celebrating both events and being
actively involved in next years
festivities and activities marking the
founding of Fairhaven and the found -
ing of our credit union, continued Mr.

Waltz. 
Southern Mass Credit

Union, headquartered at
123 Alden Road in Fair -
haven, is a full service
community credit union
with approximately $187
million in assets, 3 offices
and 9,664 members. SMCU
offers a variety of competi -
tive savings, checking, auto
loans, mortgage loans and
equity lines of credit to
anyone who lives, works or
attends school in Bristol,
Barnstable and Plymouth
counties. For more
information on credit union
membership, services or
products, contact SMCU at
508-994-9971. •••

Southern Mass Credit Union donated $1,000 to Fairhaven’s Bicentennial Commitee during the
Selectboard meeting on 3/7. L-R: David Darmofal, SMCU Board Chair; Wayne Oliveira, Bicentennial
Committee Chair; Angela Dawicki, Bicentennial Fundraising Committee Chair; Daniel Waltz, SMCU
President/CEO. Submitted photo. See it in color at www.NeighbNews.com

Atria Senior Living welcomes our first siblings to live
here. Meet Lauretta Plaud and her sister Georgette
Denault. Born and raised most of their lives in New
Bedford, they have recently come to live at Atria.
Lauretta moved here in July of 2010.
Georgette came to live at Atria in December 2010.
This does not happen very often, so we feel it is very
special to have these two wonderful sisters with us,
together again. Submitted photo. See it in color at
www.Neighb News.com

Selectboard chairperson Charles Murphy and School Committee Member Pam
Keuchler with Troop/Pack 52 at their Blue and Gold Banquet on Sunday, February
6, 2011. Mr. Murphy presented each scout with a pin that states “Building
Communities, Bridging Continents.” Photo provided by Pauline Parker, troop
committee chair for troop 52.
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Cat Country 98.1 - FM WCTK
ESPN RADIO on

WNBH~1340 - AM
WLKW~1450 - AM

You know us,
we know sports!

Olympia Building • 888 Purchase Street • Suite 212
New Bedford • MA 02740

Office # 508-979-8003
Fax # 508-979-8009
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Letters from our readers
Reader Supports Sturtevant

Sometimes the best man for the job
is a woman. The voters of Fairhaven
have a unique opportunity on Election
Day to re-elect Kathy Bouley Sturtevant
to the Board of Public Works.

Kathy has been a lifetime resident
of Fairhaven and she was the moving
force developing a sewer system to
Sconticut Neck.

Kathy has served on the
Conservation Commission for many
years and now is an incumbent for re-
election to the Board of Public Works.

Kathy is the candidate who brings
honesty, integrity and more
important, common sense to the
Board of Public Works.

Please join me in voting on
Monday, April 4, 2001, for Kathy
Sturtevant, so that we may keep the
Board of Public Works moving in a
positive direction.

Jeannine Lopes, Fairhaven

One school option is easy
way out, not best way

I am writing about the silent
concerns that many taxpayers of
Fairhaven have regarding the
Elementary School project. I do not
support the one school option that
the taxpayers will be voting on at
Town Meeting. My husband and I
moved to Fairhaven eight years ago
because of the school system and
neighborhood schools.

Our oldest of three children is in
Kindergarten. Over the past few
weeks I have heard that many people
feel the same as I do. I have attended
all but two of the School Building
Committee meetings and never spoke
because it was evident that the
School Building Committee did not
value the opinion of the audience of
parents and of the children they
represent because it seemed that the
presentation was more of a formality
rather than reaching out to us, the
stakeholders, for input into the
decision making process. This is why
it is important to bring some concerns
to the public through this letter. 

In a 2009 memo to the School Com -
mit tee about class size, Superin -
tendent Robert Baldwin wrote: “A core
value of the Fairhaven Public Schools
is to ensure high level learning for all
children. A goal to accomplish this
within our District Improvement Plan
is to reduce class size to obtain an
optimum learning environment,

especially at the K-3 level.” 
Combining the two schools will

mean an increase in classroom size
for ALL of our elementary schools!
Our current kindergarten classroom
size at both Rogers and Wood Schools
is above the guidelines set by the
superintendent and School Commit -
tee. What will happen when enroll -
ment goes up?

Building a new school sounds
simple, but don’t we owe it to the
taxpayers and children of Fairhaven
to invest more time in creating a more
thought out, fully explored plan? Do
the taxpayers realize that the
proposed one school project is
planned for 370 students and our
current enrollment between Rogers
and Wood is approximately 460?

In 2005, referencing the closing of
the Oxford School*, Superintendent
Baldwin spoke to the fact that the
elimination of six elementary
teaching positions had a “significant
increase in class size at the
elementary level, which in turn does
affect student learning.” Does that not
make the one school proposal
contradictory? 

The School Building Committee
did not closely scrutinize the cost
savings opportunities for a renova -
tion of our two neighborhood
schools. On the evening that they
voted down the two-school option,
they did not have reimbursement rate
estimates for a reasonable and
equitable two-school, two classroom
per grade level renovation project.

They never attempted to draft the
“educationally sound programming”
for the two school option that Massa -
chu setts School Building Authority
requires for reimbursement purposes.
If they did so, it was not shared with
the public.

They never fully disclosed
anticipated increased costs to the
town for busing & utilities. The
current electricity cost of both Wood
and Rogers Schools combined is less
than that of East Fairhaven Elemen -
tary, which is the model school they
propose building. It is a fact that
traffic congestion at the Wood School
is already a serious problem. A
potential solution mentioned at the
last School Building Committee
Meeting was to widen Sconticut Neck
Road. The cost of such a project was
never provided to the public. 

If that’s the solution to the

projected worsening of traffic
congestion with the busing and
parent drop of an additional 230
students shouldn’t we know how
much that will cost? How can the
voters confidently say the School
Building Committee exercised due
diligence when these crucial cost
analyses never were explored or
presented?

We don’t have all the facts because
they have yet to be given to the
voters and taxpayers.

We need to make sure that we will
be making the right choice not only
for now but also for future genera -
tions. Renovating Rogers and Wood
School may not be as simple as
building new, but with careful thought
and planning, renovating our schools
and maintaining them might be a
better choice, and more fiscally respon -
sible in the long run for our town. 

Voters should know this is not a
done deal!! Fairhaven residents need
to speak out and be heard, save our
neighborhood schools!! Visit www.
FairhavenSOS.org to find out more.

“Your spark can become a flame
and change everything” E.D. Nixon.

*Document available at the
Millicent Library
Mary-Elizabeth Boucher, Fairhaven 

Reader says one school
option is no bargain

I am concerned about the recent
decision regarding Fairhaven
elementary schools. It seems like
people assume that moving to one
larger elementary school on the
Wood School site will provide the
town savings in operational costs.

I don’t see any operational cost
savings in a large school option at all.
There may be some cost savings in
heating only one gym and cafeteria,
but that would be offset with the
extra cost of busing students who
currently walk. The cost of busing
increases every year and the pollu -
tion and traffic associated with this
one school option is a real problem.

There will also be costs associated
with fixing/renovating the Rogers
school. If we’re going to fix it, why not
just continue to use it as a school?
The two school option that the town
currently pays for works!

A reasonable renovation might be
a quicker and a less costly option for
the town to take a better look at. 

LETTERS: cont’d next page



The taxpayers of Fairhaven need to
know all of the information to make
an informed decision. The taxpayers
need to know the reimbursement rate
from the state for a renovation
project, not just a new school. 

Is it educationally, socially and
fiscally better to take kids out of their
neighborhoods where friendships
and feelings of community are culti -
vated, or is it better to put them on a
bus, unsupervised for an additional
hour each way when there really is
not additional operational costs asso -

ci ated with neighborhood schools?
Our children would be displaced

during this transition and suffer
academically and socially, and larger
class sizes and a less nurturing, close-
knit school setting will be the result.

I understand that sometimes
sacrifices have to be made, but only
when the sacrifice is to create
something better for the children and
the taxpayers. I don’t believe this
project is a good investment for our
town’s families.

Let’s vote no. We will still have
time to look at a
viable two school
plan, without los -
ing state funds to
fix Rogers School. 

Nikki Cuocco,
Wood School

Parent
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Southcoast
FLEA

MARKET

Open Every Sun., 9-4
251 Brook St., New Bedford

(Cor. of Nash Road) • 508-910-2282
Space Available

Wide selection 
of Antiques, 

Gifts, Furniture 
& much more.

Free 
Admission 

(up to 2 people) 
with this coupon

Exp. 3/31/11

Open Monday thru Saturday • Serving from 6 a.m to 7 p.m.

847 Kempton Street
New Bedford, MA 02740

Tel. # 508-999-3845

Open Daily, 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m. Closed Tues. • Beer & Wine Available
130 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-999-2527

Daily Lunch Specials: 11 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Dinner: 4–9 p.m.

Join us for Sunday Lunch Buffet
11 a.m.–3 p.m. • Perfect for parties and family 

get-togethers: every 11th person FREE
Children under 3 FREE • Eat in or take out

Weekly specials • Check out our beer & wine list

Only$1095

We Deliver: Wed., Thurs., Sat. & Sun. (only)

LETTERS: cont’d from previous page

Errands & More

Call Maureen at 508-994-3141

Catering to Working People, Elderly & Homebound

We are not just a taxi service, but will keep a watchful eye on mom or dad
for doctor’s appointments and other needs.

Verification of CORI check
available on request

Open 7 Days
Lunch & Dinner

Lunch &
Dinner 
Specials

NEW RELEASE!
Book 2 now Available!

East Fairhaven 
***Naskatucket***

HISTORY
Books 1 & 2

by
Natalie S. 
Hemingway

Available at:
Courtyard

Restaurant
Euro-Phoenix

$17.00 each
(Sales Tax
Included)

History Alive!
508-992-2925 • nathem1@comcast.net

Painting • Siding • Decks 
Repairs • Rebuilds

Specializing in interior & exterior painting
In business 25 years • Call 774-451-8420

General Home Improvement

379 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven
Near Yiayia’s Pizza

Hot Coffee
Beer & Wine 

Lottery
Groceries

Hours: 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
every day

508-990-1127

Rensenhausen to discuss hiring
and management of the beach
lifeguards at West Island Beach, to
approve the use of Cushman Park
amphitheater by Victory Baptist
church on July 30, 2011, and to
approve the use of Fort Phoenix
Park by the Interchurch Council of
New Bedford to hold a sunrise
service on April 24, at 5:51 a.m. 

• Voted unanimously to approve a
bill from West Construction for
$199,017.95, to approve a $15,000
contract with Gallagher-HydroQual
to be brought before the Board for
signature at their next meeting, and
to approve the Water and the
Sewer union contracts after review -
ing them in executive session. 

• Reconvened in executive session to
discuss union contracts, personnel
issues, and the City of New Bedford
Intermunicipal Agreement •••

BPW: cont’d from page 12



Thursday, March 24, 2011 Fairhaven Neighborhood NewsPage 28

Candidate statements: School Committee
Pam

Kuechler
Re Elect Pam
Kuechler for

School
Committee

Building our
C o m m u n i t y ’ s
success through

excellence in education. This core
belief is what led me to run for my
first term on the school committee. It
has been a tremendous learning
experience and a great honor to be
able to serve the children of our
community in this capacity over the
last three years. From the beginning, I
believed that our district had what
was needed to move the education
we provided our children from good
to great. I can say with certainty that
we are well on our way.

The things we have accomplished
during my first term could only be
done if the district is working as a
team to make them happen. My
experience working closely with state
education agencies and lawmakers,
overseeing budgets, and leading a
state professional network and
agency staff is the contribution I
bring to the work of the School
Committee.

As a committee, it is our responsi -
bility to oversee the budget, hire and
evaluate the superintendant, hire the
business manager, and special
education director, and set policies. I
take that job very seriously, and have
used my expertise when it’s been
needed to make suggestions, offer up
ideas, and look at alternatives.

My belief that a group can work
together productively, being respect -
ful of differing opinions and offering
various ideas has played out in the
Committee’s ability to accomplish the
work of moving many new policies
forward and supporting budgets that
have given the staff and administra -
tion the tools needed to move forward
with the alignment of curriculum,
setting goals to develop programming
that provides opportunities for
students to be ready for the 21st
Century world, prepared to be
productive and successful.

We have developed a vision for
21st Century schools with 21st
Century academic and social and
civic expectations for all students.
Exciting new offerings are available at

Colin 
Veitch

Working to
create Inde pend -
ent, Produc tive
and Successful
Children. That is
the tag line I used
for my recent ad,

which is almost entirely stolen from
our district’s Mission Statement. Six
years ago thirty people gathered from
both the school community and the
community of parents to create a
Mission Statement and Goals that
declared what was important to us
and to provide guidance for every -
thing we would accomplish in the
coming years. It is that spirit of
collaboration and community
involve ment that has driven our
decisions and discussions as we have
tried to provide leadership and
guidance to our system.

In my last two terms on the
committee I have been honored to
work with people that have taught me
about education in the 21st century,
shown me different ways of con -
sidering the issues and helped me
grow as an individual. Our commit -
tee’s strength is its diversity and
mutual respect that allows us to see
many sides of an issue and come to a
strong consensus that offers the
guidance and governance that an
elected body of people is expected to
provide as the voice of Fairhaven.

My personal vision as chairman for
the last few years has been to
encourage an atmosphere that allows
all of us to voice our opinions, but
also listen and contemplate diverse
viewpoints. I believe that accomplish -
ing the work of the district does not
have to involve conflict and anger,
but rather passion and respect. Our
job as a committee is to create an
environment that enables our
administration and staff to excel in
their jobs and our students to excel in
theirs.

In the years since I joined our
system as a member of the committee
I have seen progress in every area
that matters in a school system. Our
finances, maintenance of our facilities
and most importantly in the quality of
education and opportunities offered
to our children. A few examples are:
successful votes at Town Meeting for
operating budgets and capital

Brian
Monroe

I have been a
resident of Fair -
haven for the
past 11 years and
reside in North
Fairhaven with
my wife Keri (Ste.

Marie) and our three children. Two of
our children attend Wood School. 

My background includes: 
• BS Computer Science, UMass

Dartmouth
• Employed by General Dynamics as

a Senior Systems Engineer
• Fairhaven Little League coach for 3

years
• Church youth/Sunday school

teacher for 6 years
If given the opportunity to serve

you as a member of the School
Committee, there are many issues we
face:

Budget/Finance
As a town, we are not immune to

the economic downturn that has
gripped the country and our state. It
is important that we execute a sound
fiscal policy when addressing the
needs of the school system.  We must
ask ourselves, “Are we using the
money we have as efficiently as
possible?” We must look within and
analyze all spending and administra -
tive processes to find inefficiencies
and savings opportunities. This type
of thinking will enable us to balance
providing essential services with
maintaining a solid commitment to
the taxpayer.

Quality of Education
In order to achieve standards of

excellence, we must hold students,
teachers and parents accountable.
The education of our children does
not begin and end at the classroom
door. It must continue at home and be
a partnership between teachers and
parents. Teachers cannot do it alone.
Recently, the third grade at Wood
School scored 100 percent proficient
in math on the states MCAS exam.
We need to keep moving and make
news like this a reality across all
schools and grade levels.

Facilities
There are many reasons to be

proud of our school facilities. East
Fairhaven School was designated as a
model school by the MSBA and the
high school addition brought the

KUECHLER: cont’d next page VEITCH: cont’d next page MONROE: cont’d next page
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Candidate Statements: cont’d from previous page

A2Z BROKERS
We buy and sell from A2Z

• Gold
• Rims
• All Tools

• Electronics
• Audio & Video Equip
• Musical Instruments

• TVs & Game
Systems

• Yard Equipment

Call Today! 774-202-0756
700 Kempton St. • New Bedford, MA • Email: A2ZBrokers@comcast.net FBC Construction, Inc.

All Improvement Projects
Residential & Commercial

New Construction • Additions
Remodeling • Kitchens • Windows • Decks

Storm Doors • Siding • Roofing, etc.
Licensed and Insured: CSL 84295 • Reg. 119870

More than 20 years of  experience
Call 508-990-3768

the high school level, including
college coursework, and internships
in partnership with community
businesses and programs. Our middle
school has worked to provide
opportunities for students to
experience a variety of classes and
activities to help develop interests
and keep them engaged. Our
elementary schools have done well
academically and provide many
volunteer led activities to provide
children a wide range of experiences.
Family activity nights encourage the
critical connections that need to be
made between our schools and the
families we serve.

Maintenance of our physical plants
has moved to a more proactive
approach vs. reactive, and projects
are being done that will help protect
our buildings, making them more
efficient and environmentally respon -
sible as well as preserving the
historic treasures we have. 

These types of programs and
activities would not be possible
without the dedication of our staff
and administration, and a Committee
that has shown a level of commitment
and confidence in the work they do.

We have grown into a great team,
setting goals that are realistic, under -
standable, and executed well, leading
us to expect nothing less across the
board. As with any group, there is
always room for us to grow and learn
from each other by continuing on the
path of collaborative interaction,
listening to each other and to our
constituents, and doing what each of
us believes is in the best interest of
our children when we make our
decisions.

This has guided me through these
last three years, and I hope to
continue that work to help our
district maintain the strides we have
made and work toward the goals we
have set to be the excellent
foundation our children deserve.
Please consider supporting my
reelection on April 4. 

KUECHLER: cont’d next page

improve ment projects, clarity and
accuracy in the budget process,
vastly improved purchasing of goods
and services, newly defined and
consistent curriculum throughout the
district, wellness programs, a
bullying awareness and intervention
plan, elementary schools that rank
among the top in the state in
achievement, FHS setting the tone in
our region for 21st Century Educa -
tion, a Hastings Middle School that
parents and students now look
forward to attending, and too many
projects to list in infrastructure
improvements including roofing,
windows, and energy efficiency.

My first year on the committee our
district was rated “very poor” in
Leadership and Governance as a
result of a poor relationship between
the school committee and the
superintendent. It also noted the lack
of community support due to the
same issues. Judging by the subse -
quent Town Meetings, word of mouth
and obvious changes around our
district, I am happy to say that even
though we might have our issues,
leadership and community support
are no longer on that list. I am proud
to have been a part of that dramatic
change in how the Fairhaven School
System works and interacts with the
town and parents and I am hoping to
continue in that mission for another
term on the committee.

Please vote for me on Monday,
April 4th and have a happy and
healthy Spring. Thank you.

VEITCH: cont’d next page

building into modern times.
However, while we have reasons to be
proud, we also have reasons for
concern. Rogers School is in poor
condition and one could say the
oldest part of the building is unsafe.
Wood School also has issues making
it inadequate to serve the needs of
the children who walk its halls. Our
children deserve better and, as a
community, we need to support the
construction of another “model”
school.

Openness/Transparency
School Committee policy states,

“...no member of the community will
be denied the right to bring their
complaints to the Committee.” While
order must be kept, the public should
be allowed to express their thoughts
during public comment. Restricting
discussion topics to items on the
evening’s agenda limits the free
exchange of ideas and information.
The committee should maintain a
partnership with parents, teachers
and all members of the community.
Their voices must be heard.  Any -
thing less is not a partnership, but
more suggestive of something else.

If elected, I will be a voice for all
members of this community. In this
race, I am not running against
anyone. I am running FOR Gabriel,
Adin and Elaine Monroe. I am running
FOR you and your children. It would
be my privilege to serve the residents
and children of Fairhaven as a
member of the School Committee and
I ask you to vote for me, Brian
Monroe, on April 4th.

MONROE: cont’d from previous page

Nick’s Services
Nicholas J. Costa

Electrician
MA Lic. 10986B

No Job
Too 

Small

“Keeping Your
Hometown
Energized”

• Free Estimates
• Fully Insured
• 24-Hour  

Emergency Service

Complete
Electrical
Services508-993-0344

Don’t forget 
to tell our
advertisers 

you saw their
ads in the 

Neighb News!

The mind is always the
dupe of the heart.
Francois Duc de la Rochefoucauld

We pardon to the extent
that we love

Francois Duc de la Rochefoucauld
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Paid for by H. Lemieux and other concerned taxpayers
*Haworth and Brodeur were not consulted in the creation of this ad.

Fairhaven Residents

Keep Bill Fitzgerald
If you want the Fairhaven Board of Public Works to 

reconsider their termination of Superintendent Bill Fitzgerald
vote for incumbent Geoffrey Haworth,* who voted against
terminating the contract, and Richard Brodeur,* who has 

said he will vote to overturn the termination.

Since 2007, during his time as Fairhaven’s Superintendent of Public Works, Bill Fitzgerald has
obtained nearly $13.5 million in grant money for public works projects, including a federal
stimulus grant for $7.86 million to build an anaerobic digester at the wastewater treatment
plant, and solar panels for three town buildings.

Green Technology Projects
• The anaerobic digester will reduce Fairhaven’s sewer sludge and create methane gas which will be burned to

create electricity, saving the town up to $300,000 in reduced sludge removal costs and heat and electricity
generation

• Solar panels on the sludge building, public works building and West Island Treatment Plant will produce
approximately 100,000 kilowatt hours of electricity per year

Traffic Safety and Road Work
• When Bill started working in Fairhaven, there were seven intersections listed in the 100 most dangerous

intersections in Southeastern Mass. (2002-2004 list by SRPDEDD). As of next year, five of those and one other
will have been reconstructed. The intersections on the list were Bridge and 240 (which has been started and
taken over by the state for completion); Bridge and Alden, which will be started this year; Howland Road and
Main Street; Route 6 and Main; Route 6 and Adams. The Route 6 project will also include reconstruction of
Green and Middle Streets. Not only will $5 million in construction be paid for by grants, but Fairhaven became
the only community in Southeastern Mass. where the state paid design costs, saving another $300,000.

• Preliminary studies have been done for the intersection of Route 6 and Bridge Street, Route 6 and Sconticut
Neck Road, and Route 6 and Alden.

• Bill help to negotiate approximately $900,000 in water, sewer and roadway improvements with the Southcoast
Hospitals Group in connection with their Mill Road project

Other projects
• Bill has also obtained $566,500 for stormwater testing and management. The town was recognized by the

state and others as a leader in cleaning up stormwater; and received five grants
• West Island Culvert: Fairhaven negotiated to get the federal government to pay for the replacement of the

culvert to the West Island Town Beach, saving about $250,000

These are just some of the projects that Bill has worked on for the good of Fairhaven.

Please vote to get people on the Board of Public Works 
who will reconsider the vote to terminate his contract:

We urge you to vote for incumbent Geoffrey Haworth, who voted to retain Bill, 
and Richard Brodeur, who has indicated he will vote to overturn the termination.

VOTE in the Fairhaven elections on Monday, April 4
Polls open 10 a.m.–8 p.m.
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HEATING OIL & DIESEL

$3.45

Gal

Price may
change

We strive to maintain our competitive reputation 
by reducing costs

24-Hour Service
Over 15 years’

experience

508-996-8042 • 126 MacArthur Drive
New Bedford, MA 02740

www.luzofuel.com

Dr. Brian K. Bowcock

Fairhaven 
Chiropractic Office
• Auto Injuries

• Low Back
Injuries

• Job Injuries
• Board Certified
in Orthopedics

• Neck
Injuries

• Headaches

Call 508-997-3600
Nos falamos Portugues

Most insurances accepted, including United Healthcare & HMO Blue

Now offering Massage Therapy

“WE GO WHERE THE PROBLEM TREES GROW”
• TREE REMOVAL • LOT CLEARING
• AERIAL BUCKET TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE
• FIREWOOD
• PRUNING OF LARGE HISTORICAL TREES
• YEAR ROUND SERVICE

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates

508-993-3588
Fairhaven

THE place for UNIQUE
items. From clothes to toys and 

everything in between!
We have UGGS!

24 Center Street • Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-992-1714 • Fax: 508-992-1652 • eurship@aol.com

EURO SHIP STORE/PHOENIX

Gift Certificates Available

HAIR BIZ

�508� 996-4202 • 9-9 Mon.-Fri • 9-4 Sat.
Walk-ins welcome, or by appointment. 18 Fairhaven Commons Plaza, Fairhaven

Proprietors: Janice Aguiar & Rose Dutra

NOW OFFERING wig service
• All cuts and all phases of hair care

• Waxing

QUALITY REMODELING & FINISH WORK
ALL TYPES OF INTERIOR & EXTERIOR REMODELING

PHONE 508-992-6622
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
EPA LEAD-SAFE CERTIFIED

FIRM #NAT-21140-0
MA CONST. SUP. LIC. #007769
MA H.I.C. REG. #125134
FULLY INSURED
FAIRHAVEN, MA

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

CABINET MAKING

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATIONS

DECKS AND PORCHES

WINDOWS AND SIDING

Call Phil Lacerda, 508-989-6093

Firearms
Safety Course

State approved for Massachusetts 
License to Carry Firearms or Firearms Identification Card

St. Anthony of New Bedford
Federal Credit Union
Your Community Credit Union

Local Weather • News • History

Weather....You Like It or Not

From West Island
Weather Station KA1WBH

WESTISLANDWEATHER.COM
By ML Baron, Fairhaven, MA



03 VW Beetle: 
Convertible. Auto. All
leather. Full power
options. CD player.
80K $8,995 

02 BMW 525I:
All power options.
Leather. Moonroof

$7,995 

05 Ford
Escape XLT:
4x4. Loaded. Leather.
Moon roof $10,500

03 Chevy
Silverado 2500:

Heavy duty 4x4. 
$9,900

03 Dodge Ram
w/plow &

sander
Regular cab. 4x4.

Hemi. 8 Ft plow. 2 yd
sander. Must see! $14,000

00 Ford 
Taurus SE: 

Sedan 4D. All power
options. Alloy wheels.

$3,995

Here’s just a sample of the cars we have available now.
For more details, please call Alex at 508-509-2292 or our

salesman Tony at 508-951-5056 or the shop at 508-758-9500.

02 Ford F150
XLT: 

Crew cab. 4x4. All
power options

$10,500 

00 Jeep Grand
Cherokee Ltd
Fully loaded. Leather.
Moon roof. $7,500 

05 Chrysler
PT Cruiser:

All Power Options.
CD Player.A/C.Only

83,000K  $6,500 

02 Chevy
Silverado:
2WD. 8 ft bed. Aut.
Gas saver V6 engine.
$5,995

01 Jetta GLS:
2L engine.

Automatic. Leather.
Moonroof $3,995

02 Ford 
F150 Harley
Davidson Ed.:
Crew cab.
Supercharged

engine. Fully loaded. $17,000

79 Marion Road • Mattapoisett

We will beat any 
competitor’s estimate.

All Reasonable Offers and Trades Considered.

Your
Neighborhood

Tavern
Where there are no

strangers: only 
friends you haven’t met

BAYSIDE LOUNGE & TAVERN
125 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-996-9212

www.baysidelounge.com

Fairhaven, MA

Local Bands

FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS:
LIVE BANDS, 9 P.M.

3/25: Broke Since Tuesday • 3/26: Josh Deadly Band
4/1: “Jolly Mon” George Hubert, 5–8; Backroads Band, 9–1

4/1 is Country Western Night. Prizes for outfits.
(See website for details)

4/2: Shovel Head
Thurs., Trivia Buff: 7:30 p.m. • Weekly prizes
Tues., Pitch League: Ask at the bar for details

KITCHEN OPEN DAILY
By Steve, formerly w/Ferry Café & Knuckleheads
Hours: 11-8, Mon., Thur., Fri., Sat. • 11-7, Sun. • 11-3, Tues. & Wed.

FEATURING on SUNDAYS:
$5 Steak or Fried Shrimp • Clam Boils & Fresh Lobster Rolls, $10

Open:
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.– 6 p.m. • Sat., 9 a.m.–1 p.m.

We are 
prepared to

help you 
with all

your
automotive

needs

Chuck Akin & Bruce Labossiere
276 Huttleston Ave., Fairhaven

508-994-2078

JRs Auto Shop

QUALITY 

WORK —

AFFORDABLE

PRICES


