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Christmas sweater collection put to fun use

he East Fairhaven School
held a “wear your ugly Christmas
sweater day” on Dec. 22.
Staff members (well at least
the female staff) wore Christmas
sweaters, but not necessarily
their own. Donna Charpentier,
the proud owner of 45 Christmas
sweaters, was gracious enough
to lend a few to those in
need. ABOVE: Staff members of
the EFS pose in their Christmas
sweaters on Dec. 22. RIGHT, L-R:
Principal Geraldine Lucas, Donna
Charpentier, Linda DeCosta,
Beth Mitchell.
Photos by Heidi Winnett.
See them in color at www.
NeighbNews.com.
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From
The Editor
WEST ISLAND —
A day late and many dollars short.

Well, the wind turbine
controversy is alive and
kicking. The judge ruled out an
injunction, but left some hope
for opponents. See page 3.
Meanwhile, the Selectboard
has assembled its panel of
experts to talk about the health Beth David, Publisher
complaints some people fear will
follow the spinning of the blades. Already, though, I got a
couple of emails from opponents saying they won’t believe
anything the “experts” say. They don’t even have the
names yet and they are saying it’s a stacked deck.
I hope the rest of the people of this fair town will go to
the forum themselves, or watch it on TV, and decide for
themselves who is believable and who is not. Really,
Windwise, you want everyone to believe you, but you
don’t even let other people talk before you dismiss their
claims as bogus.
Go to the forum, my dear readers. I’m not going to tell
you who to believe. I, personally, am not willing to dismiss
the claims out of Falmouth as mass hysteria. I believe
those people who say they are having health issues that
they blame on the wind turbines there. The question is:
will the same thing happen here? This is what needs to be
discussed.
Falmouth is Falmouth, Fairhaven is Fairhaven. No where
else in Mass. has anyone complained of issues even
remotely resembling that of Falmouth.
Do a little research on your own, gather up your
questions, be prepared to ask them at the forum. Don’t let
anyone ignore you or shout you down, from either side.
This is a wonderful opportunity to talk to people in the
field. Windwise will be there in force, too, to make their
counter-claims. You will get to compare for yourselves.
I beg you all to take this seriously. We have a town
meeting coming up next month to re-vote the issue of the
WTs. If Town Meeting votes against it, it will mean trying to
force the Selectboard to breach the contract, a multimillion dollar cost to the town. We should not do this
lightly. We should know what we are talking about and
voting on.
I always boast that my readers are a smart, skeptical
bunch with a Yankee pragmatism that can’t be beat.
Here’s your chance to prove it. The world is watching.
We have our new feature from the Fairhaven Star 100
years ago (page 20). Okay, okay, so the articles are from
the first week in January. I’ll catch up next week, honest.
Meanwhile, thumb through this week’s issue for
meeting coverage from Fairhaven and
Acushnet, along with letters to the editor
(3 pages of ’em), wind turbine stuff,
and more. BTW, great cover huh?
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CORRECTIONS
In our Selectboard story last week, we incorrectly
identified the writer of a letter about a tree on the corner
of William and Union Streets. The writer was Carol
Murchie. See page 22 for a letter from her.
In our election story last week we mistakenly said that
only Mr. Hobson had taken out papers for his BPW seat,

but incumbent Steven Riley had also taken out nomination
papers. We also failed to mention that Jay Simmons had
taken out papers for his seat on the Fairhaven Housing
Authority.
We apologize for any confusion our errors may have
caused.

Judge denies Windwise injunction; state study says IWTs safe
By Beth David
Editor
In a double blow to Windwise
(WW), the group opposed to two
Industrial Wind Turbines (IWTs)
being erected in Fairhaven, a judge
denied an injunction to stop the work
on the site; and a highly anticipated
state study on the health effects of
IWTs found no link to any of the
conditions that WW has been citing
as a reason to stop the project.
In ruling released on Wednesday,
1/11, Superior Court Judge Thomas F.
McGuire dismissed outright, two of
the counts in the four count
complaint made by Fairhaven
residents against the town. Counts
two and three allege zoning and
buliding permit violations. The court
said that the plaintiffs must first take
the matter to the Fairhaven Board of
Appeals before the court can address
the issues.
The judge did say that the plaintiffs
do have standing to make the case

(count one), but only gave merit to
one of the charges against the town:
that lot number 9 was not mentioned
in the original town meeting article.
The judge did not, however, feel
that the violation merited stopping
the project.
“No doubt the public has an
interest in seeing that proper
procedures are followed in leasing
town land,” the judge wrote in his
ruling. “However, the difference
between what the voters authorized
and what the selectmen did is
relatively minor. The only difference
is that one of the two turbines is on a
parcel of town land that is adjacent to
the lot specified in the article the
voters approved. Nevertheless, the
wind turbine is still located at the
town’s wastewater treatment plant.
“Since the voters approved the
wind turbine project, it is in the
pubilc interest to allow it to proceed
pending trial despite the discrepancy
in location.”

Wind Turbine Forum
A panel of experts will be in
Fairhaven on Tues., 1/24, 7 p.m. at
Hastings Middle School to answer
questions about Industrial Wind
Turbines. It will be televised live on
government access channel 18.

Special Town Meeting
The date for the special town
meeting has been set for 2/15. See
page 21 for details.
The ruling states that, although the
plaintiffs are likely to succeed in their
challenge about the lot numbers, they
must prove that without an injunction
to stop the project they would suffer
“irreparable harm.”
He said the allegations that the
IWTs will cause extreme hardship and
damage their physical health and
property values are unfounded.
“...the plaintiffs have not provided
any explanation as to how the wind
turbines will cause this harm, what
WIND: cont’d on page 25

Car crashes into building

On January 4, a Toyota Camry driven by Imtraud Coelho of Fairhaven crashed through the building in the Fairhaven Business Center
on Alden Road that formerly housed Southboast Medical Billing next to Gateway Chiropractic. LEFT: The back of the car is just barely
visible from deep inside the building. Photo courtesy of Tori Tepe. RIGHT: The inside of the building after the car was removed, while
workers were fixing the wall. No empoyees were in either side of the condo unit. It had been vacated only the week before and is being
taken over by the bank, according to Fairhaven Fire Chief Timothy Francis. He said Ms. Coelho was trying to turn her car around and
stepped on the gas instead of the brake.

In Memoriam
Larry Pauline
7/31/39 to 1/23/10
I love you today as I have from the start
And I’ll love you forever with all of my heart
Your wife, Margaret
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Acushnet residents speak to keep Post Office
By Diane Kozak
Neighb News Correspondent
More than 250 people attended a
meeting with US Postal Service representatives on 1/12 at Ford Middle
School to discuss the possible closing
of the Acushnet Post Office.
“I have been to several of these
events for other post office closings
in our district that have been slated
for review and the town of Acushnet
is really to be commended because
this is by far the biggest turnout of
any of the hearings that I’ve been to,”
said Michael Jackman, District
Director for U.S. Representative
William Keating.
Representatives from the US Postal
Service included Christine Dugas,
Communications Programs Specialist;
Steven Lachapelle, Manager of Post
Office Operations of Massachusetts
and Rhode Island; and Ron Pauline,
the postmaster of New Bedford.
In addition to Mr. Jackman,
Representatives from the offices of
Senator Scott Brown and US Rep.
Barney Frank also attended and
spoke in support of keeping the post
office open.
Mr. Pauline opened the meeting by
explaining that its purpose was to get
a message to Washington about why
the Acushnet office is important.
“They don’t even know where
Acushnet is,” said Mr. Pauline. “They
don’t know what it looks like.”
He encouraged the residents to
submit the feedback forms and
surveys that are being collected up
until February 9th.
Acushnet Selectboard chair Kevin
Gaspar reviewed the three criteria for
closing standards, including profitability levels, proximity to available
access points and work load volumes.
He asked how they applied to the town.
Mr. LaChapelle explained that the
Acushnet location met the criteria
because it has less than $600,000 in
annual revenues and it has five or
more access points within two and a
half miles of the branch.
He also said that access points are
not necessarily post offices but any
location that sells stamps or other
postal products, which would include
some retail outlets.
Mr. Gaspar asked why Dennis,
Mass., has three post offices while
Acushnet may not be allowed to have
any. Mr. Pauline explained that the
Acushnet post office is considered a
Page 4

branch of the New Bedford system
and has no postmaster of its own.
In comparison, Dennis has three
postmasters: Dennis, East Dennis and
South Dennis. He stated that closing a
post office that has a postmaster
requires the elimination of a position
and that these closings are not part of
the current study being conducted.
Ms. Dugas said post office
revenues have been dropping off
each year due to the impact of the
Internet. She described how the 2006
Postal Service Enhancement Act
required the postal service to prepay
federal health care benefits which has
resulted in devastating financial
consequences.
“We are so over funded that we
actually have paid for federal health
care retirement benefits for the next
seventy-five years,” she said, adding
that 36,653 postal locations have
been identified to be studied for

I hope the formula takes
into account the emotional
aspect and what the closing
of the branch would do to
the Acushnet community
[David Wojnar]
possible closing, but that being on
the list does not mean the location
will definitely be closed.
She used the post office on Cuttyhunk as an example of one that must
remain open despite meeting the
criteria, because there is no other
access to a post office on the island.
Ms. Dugas told residents that the
meeting was a chance for them to tell
the postal representatives what is
unique about Acushnet and why the
post office should remain open.
Mr. Gaspar made the points that
Acushnet was one of the only 385
profitable post offices in the country
and that the closing of the location
would be detrimental to the elderly
population in the town.
Selectboard member David Wojnar
told officials that although the Mount
Pleasant Street post office was only a
couple of miles away it is on a busy
street and it takes 12 to 15 minutes to
drive there. That trip to the post
Thursday, January 19, 2012

office would take at least a half-hour
for an Acushnet resident.
Mr. Wojnar told the officials that
the town’s post office was built in
1962 during better times and that it
represents a lot to the town.
“The numbers may not fit into the
formula but, please, I hope the
formula takes into account the
emotional aspect and what the
closing of the branch would do to the
Acushnet community,” said Mr.
Wojnar.
“Leaving the town hall of Acushnet
going the 2.4 miles to the Mount
Pleasant facility you’re counting eight
traffic lights,” said Acushnet resident
John Howcroft. “So if someone’s
taking a round trip they will go
through 16 traffic lights and they’re
not all synchronized either.”
Selectboard member Leslie Dakin,
asked about other expense cuts the
post office has made in response to
declining revenues.
Mr. Pauline replied that in the New
Bedford Office alone, from 2003 to the
present, clerical positions were
decreased from 74 to 29 and letter
carrier positions were cut from 165 to
119. The Providence District was
totally eliminated and became part of
the Connecticut Valley district which
decreased administrative staffing
costs.
Mr. Dakin stated his concern for
the elderly residents of the Presidential Terrace who can now walk the
.6 miles to the post office. He said the
Mount Pleasant Street Office would
be a 42 minute walk one way and
there is no bus service from Acushnet
to any other post office.
“Please do not penalize the
relatively small town of Acushnet for
the larger cities and towns,” said Mr.
Dakin.
People from the town also
questioned USPS representatives.
The key points made included that
the New Bedford office was an
inconvenient location, that eliminating Saturday mail delivery would be a
better cost cutting option, and the
impact to local small businesses will
be detrimental.
“You can go to the Presidential
Terrace, go do your banking at the
credit union, walk over to the post
office and go to the town hall to pay
your bills,” said Bob Francis.
“Everything is right in that same area
ACUSH PO: cont’d on page 13
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2011-2012 / 65th Season

Caroline D. Percy
Marcoux
Graduate Gemologist, Goldsmith

Since 1982

Gee’s
Gee’s Bend

By Elyzabeth Gregory Wilder / Directed by Cynthia J. Messier

CAST

IVVA BRITO
SHELLLY CORREIA
CEDRIC JOSEY
MARIA MOJICA

ciation New Play Aw
ward
2008 American Theater Critics Association
The play depicts a family in the real community of Gee’s Bend, AL, now famous for the
beautiful quilts created by the women there. Beginning in 1939, the play follows the
Pettway’s through segregation, family strife and the Civil Rights movement. Throughout
their lives, the women’s extraordinary quilts provide a respite from the turmoil around
them. Gospel songs weave in and out of this hauntingly beautiful work. Gee’s Bend
explores the resilience of the human spirit, especially as it is expressed in art.

Repairs • Custom Designs
Appraisals
Call today for an appointment.
114 Balsam St., Fairhaven • 508-961-0068

SMCU Has A Perfect
Low Rate Auto Loan
For You!
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136 Rivet St. (Corner of County St.) / New Bedford, MA
508 993 0772 / ytinc@verizon.net / www.yourtheatre.org
This production supported in part by a grant from the Acushnet, Dartmouth,
Fairhaven, Mattapoisett and Marion Cultural Councils, local agencies supported by
the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
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Purchasing or Refinancing
As low as

1.99%

APR*

MODEL YEARS 2008–2012

To apply call 1-866-484-2264, stop by one of our
offices, or apply online at southernmass.com.

Fairhaven Village
330 Main Street | Fairhaven, MA 02719

Contact Eunice today!

123 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719
2926 Acushnet Avenue, New Bedford, MA 02745

508-994-1908
fairhaven@peabodyproperties.com
www.peabodyproperties.com

Federally insured with NCUA

* Annual Percentage Rate – APR. Term 2 years. Cost per $1,000 = $42.54. Above APR reflects a .50% rate
reduction for automatic payment from a SMCU Checking Account for remainder of loan. Requires a down
payment of 5% of the purchase price or NADA value, whichever is less. Available to qualifying members based
upon established underwriting guidelines and creditworthiness. Other rates and terms available. Refinancing
existing SMCU loans excluded. This offer may be withdrawn or modified at any time. Some restrictions may
apply. APR effective 1/1/2012.
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1 & 2 Bedrooms
Heat Included
On-site Maintenance
On-site Professional Mgmt.
On-site Laundry Facilities
On-site Parking
Resident Services Programs

Housing for 62 yrs+ & handicapped & disabled person 18
yrs+. Rent based on 30% of adjusted gross income.
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AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS
unearthing of the capsule, but we
Hey, that’s Manny! the
Pet
will not actually open it that day to
Our own Manny Souza is pictured check the contents.
of
in a story on Variety.com about
Other Bicentennial Events
Scream,” the Halloween
the “American
Saturday, Feb. 4: Miss Fairhaven
documentary partially filmed in
Fairhaven and featuring three of our Pageant at Fairhaven High School
week home haunters. Visit www.variety. Feb. 22, Open House at Town Hall

Domestic
Medium
Hair, Buff
And
White,
Small,
Young,
Female
Boo is a very friendly and loving
girl. She is an avid bird-watcher and
loves to do this by the window. She
was thrown away by her old owners
and deserves a wonderful home
willing to make a lifetime commitment to her. Boo does love alone time
and will let you know she has had
enough with a nip or a swat. She
would do well as an only pet and
definitely not with small children
because they wouldn’t understand
that Boo needs her space. She’s
looking for a human companion. Are
you a human looking for a furry
companion?
Boo currently resides at the
Fairhaven Animal Shelter. Call
508-979-4028.

Super Subs
fund-raiser

On February 5, 2012 the Fairhaven
Association for Music Education
(F.A.M.E.) will be holding their annual
Super Sub Sunday Fundraiser to
benefit the music program in the
Fairhaven Public Schools. The subs
are made fresh on Super Bowl Sunday
and are layered with ham, bologna,
salami, cheese, lettuce, tomatoes,
peppers, and onions. The subs are
only $5 each. Orders for the subs will
be taken up to January 27th and
they can be picked up at the side
entrance of the First Congregational
Church of Fairhaven between 3:30
and 4:30 p.m. on February 5th.
To order subs please contact any
music student in the Fairhaven Public
Schools. For further information call
Doreen Nelsen at 508-994-1098.
For more information about music
in the Fairhaven Public Schools or the
F.A.M.E., please visit: http://f-a-me.home.comcast.net
Page 6

com/article/VR1118048190 to check
out the story.

“Grease” at FHS

Hastings Middle School students
will be performing Grease: The School
Edition next week. This full-length
musical features a cast of 30+ middle
schoolers and is sure to be a crowd
pleaser for people of all ages. The
show is being performed at The
Fairhaven High School Performing
Arts Center at 12 Huttleston Avenue,
Fairhaven (accessible), on Friday,
January 20 at 7:00 p.m., Saturday,
January 21 at 7:00 p.m., and Sunday,
January 22 at 2:00 p.m. General
Admission Tickets: $10.00/Adults and
$7.00/Students & Senior Citizens
To purchase tickets call: Melissa
Duarte, 508-328-0757, or email:
mduarte@fairhavenps.org
Tickets available at the door.

Rotary meeting

The Fairhaven Rotary is inviting
anyone interested in learning more
about Rotary to join them as their
guests on Thurs., Jan. 19th at the
Huttleston House Restaurant on Rte.
6 (111 Huttleston Avenue) from 7 pm
to 9pm for fun, food and fellowship!
RSVP to Ivan Brito at 508-992-5978.
Check out the Rotary International
website at www.rotary.org to find out
more about Rotary, one of the largest
nonprofit organizations in the world.

Time Capsule to be
Unearthed

It’s time to open the time capsule.
On Tuesday, January 24th at
approximately 9 am, the Fairhaven
Bicentennial Committee with the help
of the Fairhaven Department of
Public Works will open the time
capsule on the Town Hall lawn just
under the flag pole. The time capsule
was buried there during the 1962
Sesquicentennial Celebration and
was scheduled to be opened in 2012
for the Town’s 200th anniversary.
The public is welcome to watch
Thursday, January 19, 2012

Employees will be in period dress.
Birthday cake.
Sat., Feb. 25. Concert by the
Providence Brigade Band, Town Hall,
1-3 p.m. Ceremony of Incorporation,
Town Hall, 4 p.m. Lantern walk to
Cushman Park and ground fireworks,
6 p.m. (weather permitting).
Sun., Feb. 26. All-faith ecumenical
service, First Congregational Church,
2 p.m.

Public Comment
Period

The Department of Conservation
and Recreation held a public meeting
on 1/11 to present the draft resource
management plan for Fort Phoenix,
Nasketucket Bay and West Island
State Reservations.
The full draft plan is available to
the public on the DCR website at:
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/news/
publicmeetings/rmppast.htm
DCR will invite written comments
on the draft plan through February
13, 2012. Comments may be submitted via e-mail to DCR.Updates@
state.ma.us; please put “Fort
Phoenix” in the subject line.
Comments may also be submitted
via U.S. mail to: Fort Phoenix RMP
Comments, P.O. Box 66, 194
Cranberry Rd., So. Carver, MA 02366.

Boating Safety
Course

Flotilla 65 of the United States
Coast Guard Auxiliary offers Boating
and Sailing Safety and Seamanship.
Registration is 7:00 PM Monday,
January 23, 2012 and classes begin
on Monday, January 30, 2012 from
7:00 to 9:00PM at the Flotilla’s 80
Middle Street, Fairhaven location.
The course fee of $40 covering course
books and charts is collected at
registration or the first class.
Successful course completion can
result in boat insurance discounts
and meets the boating safety course
requirement for U.S. Coast Guard
cont’d next page
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STILL AROUND TOWN
Auxiliary membership.
For additional information, please
visit http://a0130605.uscgaux.info/ or
contact Flotilla Public Affairs Officer,
Linda Meredith at the-merediths@
comcast.net or 508 542-1735.

Free Film

CONNECTING FOR CHANGE, THE
FILM SERIES In order to continue the
powerful effect of this important
yearly gathering on our region, the
Unitarian Society of Fairhaven and
the Marion Institute are cosponsoring FREE monthly films that
relate to environmental action and
community building to create

positive change in the world.
This month’s film is Y.E.R.T. (Your
Environmental Road Trip), an amusing
and provocative documentary of a
year long road trip taken by three
friends to all fifty states in America in
search of extraordinary examples of
individuals who are tackling solutions
to the world’s environmental crisis.
You will be surprised, amused and
educated at what they discover.
The film will be shown on
Thursday January 26, in the Parish
house auditorium at the Unitarian
Universalist Church located at the
corner of 102 Green Street in
Fairhaven. Accessible. Doors open at

6:30 and the film begins at 7:00.

Hall of Fame noms

Applications for Fairhaven Hall of
Fame nominations are available at the
Fairhaven High School office.
Nominees must have competed at
Vasity level and been out of FHS for at
least 10 years.
Also seeking nominations for Lifetime Achievement Award, Memorable
Teams, booklet dedication, etc. For
more information call 508-997-0138.
Last year’s inductees were Manny
Cabral, Bob Gauvin, Paul Cleurzo, Kim
Melanson, Sam Galvin, and Dave
Jennings.

HAPPENINGS OVERTOWN
VNA, announces the • Wednesday, January 18, from 11
Your Theatre Play Southcoast
January schedule for free health
a.m. to noon at Hazelwood Senior

Your Theatre, Inc. proudly
presents the Southcoast Area
premiere of Elyzabeth Gregory
Wilder’s powerful and heartwarming
play Gee’s Bend. Directed by Cynthia
J. Messier of Fairhaven, the play will
run Thursdays through Saturdays
January 19–21, and 26–28 with
Sunday matinees on January 22 and
29. See ad on page 5 for details.

Scholarships

The Greater New Bedford Garden
Club is accepting applications for
$1000 scholarships to be awarded to
area high school or college students
who are pursuing a degree in
conservation, landscape architecture, horticulture or environmental
sciences and related fields.
Applicants must have maintained a
legal residence in Mass. for one year
or more prior to June 1 of their
graduating year and must have
enrolled at the college of their choice
and will begin studies no later than
Feb. 1, 2013. Students are encouraged
to apply and can be assured that full
consideration will be given to each
application.
Applications must be received by
May 1 and can be obtained from Doris
Pollycarpo, 508-997-4703, 521 Slocum
Road, Dartmouth, MA 02747, or from
your high school guidance counselor.

Health Van in NB

Southcoast Visiting Nurse Association, known in the community as
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

assessments,
screenings
and
wellness education for seniors.
This program is designed to help
improve the health and well-being of
seniors, age 60 and older, who reside
in the Greater New Bedford area and
is funded in part through a grant from
Coastline Elderly Services Inc. and
the Massachusetts Executive Office of
Elder Affairs.
The program offers free monthly
community clinics at various
locations throughout the region.
Community clinics include health
screenings for blood pressure, pulse
rate, oxygen levels and blood sugar
conducted by Southcoast VNA
nurses. Community clinics will also
feature an educational component to
address medication monitoring,
chronic
disease
management,
nutrition and home safety.
The January community clinic
schedule is as follows:
• Monday, January 23, from 10:30 to
11:30
a.m.
at
Casey-Miller
Apartments, 2062 Phillips Road in
New Bedford.
• Monday, January 23, from 2 to 3
p.m. at Carriage House, 1661
Purchase Street in New Bedford.
• Tuesday, January 17, from 10 to 11
a.m. at Hillside Court community
room, 525 Coggeshall Street in New
Bedford.
• Wednesday, January 18, from 9:30
a.m. to 11 a.m. at Brock Avenue
Apartments, 790 Brock Avenue in
New Bedford.
Thursday, January 19, 2012

Center, 553 Brock Avenue in New
Bedford.
• Thursday, January 19, from 10 to
11:30 a.m. at Rochester Council on
Aging, 67 Dexter Lane in Rochester.
• Wednesday, January 25, from 10
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Downtown
Senior Center, 572 Pleasant Street
in New Bedford.
• Tuesday, January 31, from 10:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Taber Mills
Apartments, 217 Deane Street in
New Bedford.
The program also provides
individual, in-home assessments for
those who cannot attend a community clinic. The individual assessment
with a Southcoast VNA nurse
includes a personal health assessment, an assessment of the
individual’s medications as well as
one on one wellness education.
Participants identified as having a
need for better management of a
chronic disease may be offered an inhome monitor that will take daily vital
signs in the comfort of the
individual’s home. A Southcoast VNA
telemonitor nurse will monitor the
vitals and communicate trends with
the participant’s physician.
The program will also provide free
immunization education and immunization clinics.
For more information on community clinics, individual assessments
or immunization education and
clinics, call 800-698-6877.
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HAPPENINGS/OTHER LATITUDES
Everyone in the community is will be available to sign copies of her
Acushnet Nom.
encouraged to take part in fighting book, Scritch-Scratch. Dr. MacKenzie
the battle against cancer and hear will also be available for questions
papers available
how they can make a difference in and photos. Following the per-

Nomination papers are available
for those intending to run for office in
Acusnet.
The last day to take out nomination papers is Thursday, Feb 9 at
5 p.m. Papers must be returned with
the requisite number of signatures by
Feb. 13.
Election day is Tuesday, April 2.
The last day to register to vote is
Tuesday, 3/13/12 at 8:00
Those interested in running for
office must go to the Town Clerk’s
office to get nomination papers.
Town-wide positions require 40
signatures from registered voters in
Acushnet to be on the ballot.
Offices with seats up for election
this year are: Selectboard, Assessor,
Board of Health, School Committee,
Commissioner of Trust Funds,
Cemetery Board, Trustee of Free
Public Library (2 seats), Park
Commissioner, Planning Commissioner, Board of Public Works,
Housing Authority.
Call the town clerk’s office with
any questions at 508-998-0215.

Acushnet’s Cusson
House

If anyone has pictures or information about the Captain Severance
House, aka, the Cusson House,
located at 60 Main Street in Acushnet,
please
contact
the
Acushnet
Selectboard office at 508-998-0200.
The town is currently in the process
of considering the rehabilitation of
the property as an historical site and
would appreciate any and all
information it can gather about it
from the community.

Relay for Life

The Relay For Life of the Tri-Town
will hold a planning meeting on
Friday, 1/20, at Old Rochester
Regional High School Library on 135
Marion Rd, Mattapoisett, MA 02739.
We will carry our message to the
people of our community on June 8-9,
2012 at Old Rochester Regional High
School. Join us in creating more
birthdays & helping to end cancer.
Last year we raised a fundraising
record of $84000.00 & you can help!
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what has become the largest single
non-profit organization in the world.
For more information please call
Heather at 774-634-9301 or email the
event at tritownrelay@comcast.net.
You can also follow us on Facebook
or Twitter at TRITOWNRELAY. Our
website
is
www.relayforlife.org/tritownma.

Mattapoisett
Library

The following events are being
held at the Mattapoisett Free Public ,
7 Barstow St. Accessible.

Children’s Room
Saturday, January 21, will be
Snow Globes making from 2:00–4:00
pm. Come explore how science and
art can blend together to create a
lasting memory. Participants will
sculpt their own winter scene and
preserve it in individual hand-made
globes.

Children’s author, music
combine forces
The Mattapoisett Free Public
Library is honored to host the
presentation of the collaborative
efforts of author Kimberly Marcus,
New Bedford Symphony Orchestra’s
Conductor David MacKenzie, and
Symphony Tales’ Education Coordinator Terry Wolkowicz.
David MacKenzie will read
Kimberly Marcus’s children’s book,
Scritch-Scratch a Perfect Match, which
will be paired with music that he
composed specifically for this story
and played by NBSO cellist, Peter Zay.
Affiliate of the New Bedford
Symphony Orchestra, Symphony
Tales is a music and literary
educational program developed by
Ms. Wolkowicz. As a music educator,
she recognized and researched the
value of combining written words
with music to enhance literacy and
learning in young children. She will
also lead a listening/musical activity
with the children who attend the
performance.
Please join us Saturday, Jan. 21,
for this special event presented at
two performances, scheduled for
11:00 am and 1:00 pm. Ms. Marcus
Thursday, January 19, 2012

formance, children will also have the
opportunity to play on a small cello
that is sized just for them!
This program, open to the public,
is supported by the Friends of the
Mattapoisett Library and the local
Mattapoisett elementary schools.
Please call the children’s department
at 508-758-4171 to reserve your seat.
The library is located at 7 Barstow
Street in Mattapoisett village.

Fish Council Seat

Massachusetts
is
seeking
interested individuals for nomination
to open seats on the New England
Fishery
Management
Council.
Candidates, “by reason of their
occupational or other experience,
scientific expertise, or training, must
be knowledgeable and experienced in
ways related to fishery resources of
New England.” The seats that will be
open to nominations are:
A Massachusetts obligatory seat
currently held by Rodney M. Avila of
New Bedford, who is completing his
third consecutive term and is thus
ineligible for re-nomination in 2012,
and an at-large seat currently held by
Glen A. Libby of Tenants Harbor, ME,
who is completing his first term and
is eligible for re-nomination.
The New England Fishery Management Council is one of eight regional
councils that manage our nation’s
marine fisheries seaward of state
territorial waters. Responsibilities
include the development of fishery
management plans that are submitted to the National Marine
Fisheries Service and the Secretary of
Commerce
for
approval
and
implementation.
Qualified individuals interested in
being considered for nomination to
the Council must contact and provide
a resume to Shannon Davis (617-6261621, shannon.davis@state.ma.us) by
February 1. Applicants will then be
required to complete a comprehensive nomination kit that will be
provided by MarineFisheries and
includes a philosophy statement and
financial disclosure statement. For
further information please visit
www.nefmc.org.
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

MAC’S SODA BAR &
CUSTOM CATERING

116 Sconticut Neck Rd., Fairhaven
508-992-8615 • Jevon’s Cell: 774-473-0393

A Culinary Delight:
Mid-Winter
Scallop Fiesta
Sat., Jan., 21 • 2–8 p.m.
BYOB
Appetizers
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Scallop Stuffies served on Sea Scallops Half Shells: $ 2.95
Scallops Wrapped in Bacon (6): $ 5.95

10 Menu Choices, one low price: $ 11.95

+ tax

6: Scallop Stir Fry in sesame sauce
1: Fried Scallop Plate
over rice
2: Pan Seared Scallops, balsamic
7: Scallops and bacon with maple
glaze, rice, baby spinach
sauce and rice
3: St. Jevon Scallops, mushroom sherry
8: Sauteed scallops with tomato
cream sauce and herb potatoes
basil cream sauce, baby spinach
4: Southwestern Scallops, corn black
over penne pasta
bean salsa served in a tortilla
9: Baked scallops with seasoned
basket, Spanish rice
bread crumbs
5: Sauteed Scallop Scampi, Greek
10: Scallops Wellington and herb
style spinach, tomatoes, penne
mashed potatoes
pasta, feta cheese, black olives
Add shrimp (5) to any dinner: $3.50
All above selections available for take-out

At Mac’s we use only the highest quality, freshest seafood
landed in the port of New Bedford

) 21&')*+ ,+-  ./
( 0 1 $"/ 



    
  

Lenny Fleurent
& Sons

10% OFF

Masonry Contractors

508-996-0861 • 508-971-3478 (cell)
Over 55 years’ experience

on orders* over $15**
*Pickup and eat-in orders only
(not delivery)

SPECIALISTS in waterproofing cellars/basements

Jobs big or small — we do them all!
Cement Floors • Cement Driveways
Chimneys • Stone Walls • Patios &
Steps Sidewalks & Aprons • Fireplaces
Insured • Residential • Town Approved • Lic. # 013997

FREE
DELIVERY

73 Huttleston Ave., Fairhaven • 508-996-1188/508-996-9988

Pine Grove Chiropractic
Personalized Healthcare
Dr. Carol Duphily
Massage Therapists on staff/Acupuncture
508-998-8444

Catering to Working People, Elderly & Homebound

We are not just a taxi service, but will keep a watchful eye on mom or dad
for doctor’s appointments and other needs • Companionship

Reidar Bendiksen

Verification of CORI check
available on request

Trawls — Net Sections • Trawling
Hardware • NET Systems Trawl
Doors • Ground Cables • Sweps
• Scallop Gear • Flame Cutting
Service • Wire • Chains • Ropes
• Twines • Ultra Cross Netting

10 Water St. • Fairhaven, MA 02719 • 508-999-4616 • Fax: 508-990-8867
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.–Thurs.: 10:30 a.m.–10:30 p.m.
Fri. & Sat.: 10:30 a.m.–11:30 p.m.
Sunday: 11:00 a.m.–10:00 p.m.

**With this coupon, one coupon per order. Not to be combined with other offers. Exp. 1/27/12

Errands & More
Call Maureen at 508-994-3141

www.GoldenChopsticksma.com

934 Ashley Boulevard • New Bedford

508-992-6622
OVER 30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE
Fairhaven, MA
Quality Remodeling & Finish Work • Kitchens • Bathrooms • Decks
All Types of Interior & Exterior Remodeling • Fully Insured
MA H.I.C. Reg. #125134 • MA Const. Sup. Lic #007769 • EPA Lead-Safe Cert.

Thursday, January 19, 2012
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Recipes of the Week

A Little Bit of Sports
By Bob Hobbs
Special to the Neighb News

Oatmeal Raisin Bites
1 1/2 cups rolled oats
3/4 cups whole grain wheat flour
1/2 tsp baking powder
1/4 tsp salt
1/2 tsp cinnamon
1/2 cup butter, softened
1/2 cup packed brown sugar
1/4 cup sugar
1 large egg
1 tsp vanilla
1 cup chopped raisings
1 cup chopped walnuts or pecans
Preheat oven to 350°. In a
medium bowl combine oats, flour,
baking powder, salt and cinnamon; set aside.
Using an electric mixer, cream
butter and both sugars until well
blended; add egg and vanilla, mix
well; add oat mixture, mix until
combined; fold in raisins and nuts.
Drop by teaspoonfuls onto
ungreased cookie sheets. Bake
9–10 minutes for chewy cookies,
11-12 minutes for crispy cookies.
Cool two minutes on cookie
sheets, cool completely on wire
rack.
By Andrea Moniz

To share a recipe
with your
neighbors
Mail to 166 Dogwood St.,
Fairhaven, MA 02719; fax to
508-991-5580; email to
neighbnews@ comcast.net

FHS girls basketball
The ladies in blue defeated
Apponequet 54-20 behind Kara
Charette’s 24 points Kelley Sovik had
6 points and Ashley Brown 7.
On Thursday they defeated
Abington 55-49 behind Kara’s 30
points.
Last Friday, Kara scored an
amazing 35 points as girls defeated
Seekonk 78-45.

FHS boys basketball
Fairhaven went down 52-45 at the
hands of Apponequet. Tanner Kisla
and Jake Carvalo were top scorers.
Billy Lessa had 14 points as Blues lost
a toughy to Seekonk, 45-38.

OR/Fairhaven Hockey
The BlueDogs got big 7-0 win over
NB Voc-Tech FHS players are Alex
Silva, Mike Lygren, Jerry Lawton and
Mason Evich. Fairhaven’s Pete Perry
and Adam Oliveira play for Voke.

1953 Tie Game
Great article by Buddy Thomas of
ST sports on 1953 tie baskteball game
between NB High and Fairhaven HS.
Ruled a tie at game end; after 9 days
ruled FHS win. I think NB won this
game in old band box gym.

FHS Girls & Boys Track

Prose on Pros
Pats rolleda all over Denver. It was
45-10 at last count. Really showed
Denver QB how to throw TD passes.
Defense played well. Next game will
be a little harder.
Bud Selig BB Commissioner: retire,
please. Go back to Brewers and
selling cars.
NFL coaches coming and going, get
fired, get new job a week later. They
sure take good care of each other.
Belichick happy he got McDaniel back
to run cameras for spygate.

UMD Hockey
John Rollie’s UMass. Dartmouth
Hockey team rolled to 4-1 win over
Worcester at Hetland. Rob Dudley
had two goals for Corsairs.
On Saturday, UMD Hockey team
got big win over Salve Regina 7-2. Ben
Vandervies was outstanding in goal.
Corsairs now 9-3-1.

John Cordasco
Div. III All Star
Senior UMD linebacker Cordasco
was named to second team ECAA Div.
III All Stars. John, one of the finest
defensive players to play at UMD,
also made all little east conference all
stars.

The FHS track teams defeated Case
in duel meets.
The Lady Blues got big efforts from
Katie Wordell who set school record
in 1000 at 3:18.
Garnering
first
places also were
Licensed Private Investigator
Kelsey Faunce in
shot, and Emma
Exclusively serving attorneys
Robidou in high
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • New Bedford, Mass.
jump and 55 yard
Criminal Defense • CPCS • Private • Mass. Lic. P-1355
hurdles.
Email: tedsilva@comcast.net • Call: 508-997-0952

Ted Silva

Fairhaven Computer Repair
A local repairman for the local community!
17+ years’ experience!
• Virus & Spyware Removal
• House Calls
• On-Site Service 24/7
• Repairs • Installs
• Upgrades • Networks
• Laptops • Wireless
508-991-0169
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Kyle Everett won three events: 55
dash, high jump and 300 meter.
Austin Cintron won two mile and mile.
FHS relay 400 team of Tyler Pereira,
G. Conte, Jack Oliva and Craig Lewis
also got a big win.

WHAT A FIND!

Consignment Furniture & Home Décor

25–50% off
all Christmas
Décor
Hours: Tue, Wed, Thur, Sat 10–5:30
Fri 11–7 • Sun 1–4 • Closed Monday
154 Huttleston Ave. (Rte. 6), Fairhaven • whatafindconsign@aol.com
www.whatafindfairhaven.com • 508-997-0166 • Find us on Facebook

Thursday, January 19, 2012
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Voted Fairhaven’s
#1 Breakfast &
Lunch Restaurant
“A Unique Combination of
Fine Dining and Home Cooking”

Town Employee Day
Every Wednesday
During January & February

50% off Breakfast or Lunch
Food Purchase
Serving breakfast all day
New Lunch Items:
Waldorf Chix Salad Plate
Coconut Shrimp with Fries & Orange Ginger
Dipping Sauce
Lunch Mon.–Sat. • Breakfast 7 days/week • Open 5 a.m.
270 Huttleston Ave./Route 6, Fairhaven Lifestyles Plaza

e
l th
Cal pany
Com Trust
you

YOUR CARPET
CLEANING
PROFESSIONALS

AT

YOUR PLACE, OR OURS
CONVENIENT RUG & CARPET
DROP-OFF CENTER

Wall-to-Wall • Orientals • Area Carpets • Braided

IN YOUR HOME:

Call Cyclone and our uniformed, professional crew will take care of
your wall-to-wall carpets. You just pick up the phone.

AT OUR PLACE:

Drop off your area carpet one day and pick it up a few days later.
ALL carpets are machine scrubbed and extraction-rinsed for a clean
that only Cyclone can give. Don’t just clean it, make it Cyclone-clean.
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS:
Do you have smoke, fire, or water damage due to flooding, fire, or
furnace malfunction? You have the right to choose your contractor.
We are experts in water and smoke removal/restoration:
from cleaning to complete reconstruction.

CYCLONE CLEANING SERVICES
Proudly serving Greater New Bedford for 40 years
Cyclone: a name you can trust.
833 Mt. Pleasant St. • New Bedford
508-995-8816 • Anthony David
Visit www.CycloneCleaning.com to learn about all our cleaning services

Fairhaven Neighborhood News

Thursday, January 19, 2012

Page 11

Acushnet Selectboard explores options for Cusson house
By Diane Kozak
Neighb News Correspondent
At the 1/9 Acushnet Selectboard
meeting board member Leslie Dakin,
made a presentation about the
current condition of the Captain
Severance House which is located at
60 Main Street.
Since the selectboard asked Mr.
Dakin to research the possible
restoration of the property as a
historical site at a previous meeting,
he had the property inspected by
Romao Santos Architects.
Mr. Dakin told the board the
architects believe the house to be
made up of three sections: the
original home and two additions. He
said they found the exterior to be
consistent with years of neglect, but
structurally sound.
Mr. Dakin reported that the interior
of the house has what he believes to
be historically valuable aspects,
including an old staircase, a fireplace
with the original mantle work and a
built-in cabinet.
He cited the architect’s summary
statement saying, “This structure is
worth saving for its history, architectural presence and character.”
Selectboard member David Wojnar
expressed concerns regarding the
safety of the property and requested
that the fire and police chiefs visit the
house to ensure that it is adequately
safe for people to be inside. Kevin
Gaspar, Chairperson of the Board,
agreed. All board members agreed
that the library should be reimbursed
if the town decides to use the house
as an historical site.
A debate regarding a bidding
process when hiring contractors to
do work on the town’s behalf arose
from a motion for a reserve fund
transfer of $3,348.91 to pay a

plumbing bill incurred at the
Emergency Management Building.
Mr. Dakin stated that he believed
the amount of the bill for the
replacement of a hot water heater
was excessive because the heating
materials were marked up over $600
and because the town was charged
for two master plumbers to do a job
that one plumber and an assistant
could have done.
He stated that after he acquired
three quotes he estimated the job
should have cost only $2,000. He
proposed that department managers

All board members agreed
that the library should be
reimbursed if the town
decides to use the house
as an historical site.
get three contractor bids on all work
before hiring a company to do work
for the town.
Mr. Wojnar questioned how the
proposed process would work in
emergency circumstances. Mr. Dakin
responded that he did not believe the
hot water heater replacement was an
emergency.
Building Inspector James Marot
disagreed, stating that the EMS
building needs hot water to perform
its function.
Town Administrator Alan Coutinho
reported that Massachusetts law
already requires three bids on
contract work over $1,000 which is
the town’s standard operating

Chocolate Works

The Consignment Store for
Children & The Mother-To-Be

(Located in the rear of the Acushnet Plaza)
132 S. Main Street, Acushnet, MA 02743
(508) 995-1626

We will be closed for Vacation from
Jan. 22nd–Feb. 1st.
We will re-open on Thurs. Feb. 2nd at 10 A.M.
See you then!
Sizes from Newborn to Boys/Girls Size 14
Baby Accessories • Toys & Books

1849 Acushnet Ave. • New Bedford • 508-998-2672
Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 10-5:30; Sat., 9-4; Closed Wed. & Sun.
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ACUSH BOS: cont’d on next page

Munchkin Mania

CANDY MAKING & CAKE DECORATING SUPPLIES

Valentines Day
Cake Pans, Cookie
Cutters and Candy
Molds Now In Stock

procedure. He noted, however, that it
does not apply in emergencies.
Mr. Dakin again stated that he did
not believe this particular problem
was an emergency. Mr. Gaspar asked
if the plumbing and electrical
inspectors for the town could be
asked to do some of this work on the
town’s behalf.
Mr. Coutinho and Mr. Marot
explained that although these
individuals were willing to do minor
repair work as part of their salaries,
they could not do work that require
inspection as they can not be in a
position to inspect their own work.
The debate between Mr. Dakin and
Mr. Wojnar continued until Mr. Gaspar
interrupted them and called for a
vote on the reserve transfer, which
the board approved.
The Selectboard authorized the
Police and Public Safety Committee to
send out a request for proposals for a
feasibility study, location review and
preliminary design of a new police
station.
Mr. Gaspar stated that, as part of
the committee looking into building a
new police station, he was “shocked
to see what our police officers work
with on a day to day basis versus
what other towns have and are able
to operate with.”
In another matter Mr. Gaspar
recommended a change to the
decommissioning agreement that is
being added to the solar farm
permitting process as was discussed
at the last meeting. He recommended
that the cost estimates associated
with decommissioning the property
be obtained from a qualified third
party engineer rather than from a
proponent’s engineer.
The board approved the changes

Follow us on Facebook:
Store Hours: Closed Sun. & Mon.; Tues., 10-7; Wed. & Thurs., 10-5;
Fri., 10-6; Sat., 9-4.
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and asked that they be forwarded to the Planning Board
and be added to all solar farm special permitting
processes.
Mr. Gaspar reported that the Solar Farm on the Wing
Lane property contractor offered to donate the wetlands
on the Wing Lane property back to the town.
“The town is not in a position to take wet lands to lessen
the tax burden on that site,” said Mr. Gaspar.
The board voted not to accept the offer.
Mr. Coutinho reported on a matter regarding the filing of
storm water permitting reporting that he learned about at
a recent meeting. He expressed concern that the filing of
the reports, which are already extensive and costly, are
expected to increase substantially in the near future. He
stated he will be attending a seminar to learn more about
the change.
In other matters the board:
• Voted to prohibit parking in front of the Acushnet
Federal Credit Union to reduce risk of robbery.
• Accepted the resignation of Lucia Casey from the
Housing Partnership Committee.
• Voted not to exercise the town’s rights on the Chapter
61B property on North Main Street.
• Created a Police Gift Fund for donations to be collected
for the construction of the new police station.
• Announced that the Council on Aging has negotiated a
lease agreement on a 2011 Ford E50 van. With grant
funding the van is cost free to the town. •••
ACUSH PO: cont’d from page4

and easily accessible.”
“I think the post office should figure out we need to
eliminate some of the Saturday rural deliveries,” said Cindy
Williams.
Residents also expressed concern about the loss of post
office boxes, particularly since box availability in the area
is not enough to absorb all the current box holders. Many
people stated their concerns about losing a beloved
networking place within the community.
“The post office boxes are the most important to us,”
said David White of White’s Farm Dairy. “I do know some
boxes are available at the post office out in the Mount.
Pleasant area, but I don’t know how we’d handle our
workload if we couldn’t get a post office box.”
USPS officials responded that tough decisions needed to
be made and all they could do was send the information to
Washington. They stated that although the postal officials
did not realize the Internet would have such a devastating
impact on mail volumes and revenues, now that it has
some changes must be made.
On a more positive note Mr. Lachapelle told the
residents that the meetings would not be taking place “if
the people in Washington’s minds were already made up.”
He also said the turnout said a lot about how people feel
about the post office.
“I’ve been to probably seven or eight already of these
meetings and this by far is the most turnout I’ve seen,” said
Mr. Lachapelle.
“Just one more thought to leave with tonight,” said Mr.
Gaspar. “All of us in this room tonight are not family by
blood but we’re family by community. I hope you recognize
that. Go back to fight the fight for the Town of Acushnet
because the Town of Acushnet is not done fighting this
fight.”
Fairhaven Neighborhood News
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Fairhaven
Recreation Center
Open Mon-Thurs, 6 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Fri., 6 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.2 p.m.; Closed Sunday • 227
Huttleston Ave, 508-993-9269
http://fairhavenma.virtualtown
hall.net

Kool Kids
February Vacation
This 4 day program is a great
opportunity to make new friends
while participating in fun group
activities, like basketball, dodge ball,
tag and hockey. Kids need to bring
lunch and a snack for the first 3 days
of the program, Friday a pizza lunch
will be served. Also a trip to Carousel
skating is planned. Sneakers and
active clothing must be worn each
day of the program. Kids will be
grouped according to their current
year in school.
Session starts: Tuesday February
21. Time: 745-300pm. Cost 100.00 for
members / $125.00 for non-members

Babysitting
Workshop
This is a comprehensive course
for 11-14 year olds. Topics include
first aid, choke saving techniques,
mealtime, bedtime, discipline and
more. Pizza will be provided.
Deadline to register is Friday,
January 27. For more information,
please call Fairhaven Recreation at
508-993-9269.
Thursday, January 30st. Time 5:308:30pm. Cost $40 for members /$45
non-members

Winter Brochure
Available
The New 2012 Winter brochure is
available. Come pick one up at
Fairhaven Recreation

20/20/20 & Baby,
20/20/20 in the evening,
Zumba, Cardio Mix, Yoga,
Volleyball!!!
Find us on Facebook for the latest
updates
Page 14

Fairhaven Senior Center
508-979-4029 • 229 Huttleston Ave
Supportive Senior Day Care Program, 9-3 • 508-993-9455
Respite Care: one day, half-a-day. Regular rates apply.
Visit our new website at:
http://fairhavenma.virtualtownhall.net/Pages/FairhavenMA_COA/index

MALL TRIPS/WED:
Jan. 25: Providence Place Mall and Whole Foods

Entertainment
Fabulous Overtones
The Fabulous Overtones every Thursday at the Senior Center with Carl
Bissonnette, Chuck Brillon, Ron LaBreque, Jerry Theodore & Paul
Belliveau.

Special Activities
New Activity
Tap n Time is a seated dance
program, designed for all levels of
function, and is open to all seniors.
A good and fun way to exercise!
Please call the Senior Center for
schedule.

Earn $500.00 off your
property tax
Call Phyllis at the senior center
to learn how you can get $500 off
your property taxes, 508-979-4029.
Seniors only.

your specific dietary concerns. Call
Senior Center for appt.

Chair Yoga
Every Monday 10:15 a.m to
11:15a.m with Susan Ashley. Are
you interested in a gentle, tranquil,
form of exercise for body and
mind? Please call to sign up. $3.00
per class.

Do you need help paying
your heating bills?

Pedicare

Call the Senior Center for an
appointment to learn how you can
get help with this winter’s heating
bills: 508-979-4029.

Lisa Nuno will be at the
Fairhaven Senior Center every
second Monday of the month from
10 a.m to 1 p.m please call for your
half-hour appt. $22

Medical drivers, friendly home
visitors, newsletter delivery, trip
planner. Call phyllis at the senior
center, 508-979-4029.

Dietitian
Make an appointment with
Barbara Canuel, Dietitian. First
and Third Tuesday in Dec. and Jan.
9:30-11:30 a.m.
You can make a half hour
appointment to discuss one-to-one

Volunteers needed

Pancake Breakfast
January 22 8 a.m.–11 a.m. at the
senior center. Children under five are
free; 5-12, $2; all others $3. Must call
senior center to reserve tickets/
seating.

Ongoing Programs
Call 508-979-4029 for days and times
A/G Consumer Mediator; Bingo; ; Board Meeting/monthly; Bridge;
Caregiver Support & Education Group; Computer Training; Friends of
Elderly/ monthly meeting; A Grant is available for heating your home;
Grocery Shopping; Line Dancing; Live Band; ; Medical Transportation;
Nutrition Program/ meal served; Osteoporosis class; Outreach Coordinator; PACE Fuel Assistance; Pitch; Reassurance Program; Shopping;
Supportive Senior Social Day Program; Tai Chi; Walking Clubs.
Thursday, January 19, 2012
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Having Elective Surgery?

Bm{ifjnfsÖt!Dbsf!jt!Cpui!
Fyqfotjwf!boe!Tusfttgvm/!!!
From our home to your home...
Xf!dbo!Ifmq"
Before you check in, check us out for post-op care.
We provide top-notch rehabilitative care after surgery.

We don’t think of ourselves as
a nursing home, and our
atmosphere proves it. We
are a home to our residents,

and we provide everything
you need to feel comfortable,
engaged and entertained
during your short-term stay.

OUR NEWLY RENOVATED FACILITY INCLUDES:
Media Room, Computer with
On-Line Access, Full Service
Salon, Beautiful Courtyard,
Variety of Therapeutic and

Social Activities, Library,
7 days a Week Rehab
Services, and Friendly and
Caring Staff.

Please call for a tour. We’re sure that when you visit us,
you’ll want to make Alden Court your place to spend
your short or long-term stay! (508) 991-8600

Dbsjoh! gps! b! mpwfe! pof! xjui! Bm{ifjnfsÖt! ejtfbtf! dbo! cf! b! gvmm.
ujnf!kpc/!JuÖt!fyqfotjwf!boe!fyibvtujoh/!Ju!jt!jnqpsubou!up!ublf!
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Nursing Care and Rehabilitation Center
389 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719 • 508-991-8600

ATRIA FAIRHAVEN
A simple ad
just to say: I truly enjoy
reading the Neighb News
every week!
from Louise Dupre

You deserve the best
Many senior living communities talk about quality,
but at Atria Fairhaven, it’s the cornerstone of what
we do. With strict standards in place to ensure
the highest quality lifestyle possible, you can
rest assured that Atria’s commitment to you is a
commitment to excellence.
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Call today to schedule a visit!
391 Alden Road | Fairhaven, Massachusetts
508.994.9238 | www.atriafairhaven.net
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Unmarked graves “high probability” at Woodside
By Joyce Rowley
Neighb News Correspondent
It’s been more than seven years
since Debra Charpentier, archivist
and facility manager at the Millicent
Library in Fairhaven, started to
catalogue the 600 people who were
buried
at
historic
Woodside
Cemetery, although there were not
600 grave markers.
Instead, on the town-owned side of
the cemetery there were only 31
markers and a monument that
recognized there were many more
people who had been buried in
unmarked graves. That was not good
enough for Ms. Charpentier, who felt
that the people from all walks of life
who had helped build Fairhaven
should be given more recognition
than that.
When she secured $8,125 from the
Fairhaven Community Preservation
Commission under its historic
preservation grant program in
February 2011 to look for the
unmarked graves, she was not sure
what she would find. She knew by
then that there were at least 240
people unaccounted for in the
Fairhaven vital statistics records that
were recorded as being buried in the
town-owned area of Woodside.
She had only an old map to go by
that indicated about one hundred
unmarked sites in two rows near the
Main Street side of the cemetery. The
rest of the cemetery plots were nott
identified.
But she did not tell that to Robert
“Bob” Perry of Topographix, Inc.,
whom she hired to perform ground

penetrating radar (GPR) mapping of
that portion of Woodside and a part
of Nasketucket cemetery. Instead, she
just provided the old map, as updated
by Kosko and Sons, the surveyors
who donated their time and expertise
to remapping the cemetery.
Mr. Perry did the work over this
past summer and submitted his
report in September. He found 115
anomalies of “high probability” that
there are human remains out of a
total 240 anomalies. High probability
is defined as being an area where
anomalies are found perpendicular to
three linear scans two feet apart.

It’s personal. It means
that someone can live
for a few more moments
in a loved one’s memory
[Debra Charpentier]
Looking at the gridline map
provided by Mr. Perry, it’s clear that
there are several areas where there
are ten or more high probability
anomalies in what appears to be a
line of cemetery plots.
“He put a red flag on all of the
anomalies,” said Ms. Charpentier.
Concerned that someone might
start pulling the flags as a prank, she
purchased 12-inch metal rods and
washers from Fairhaven Lumber and

This image from the report by Topographix shows where unmarked graves have a “high
probability” of existing at the Woodside Cemetery in Fairhaven. The study was conducted
using Communty Preservation funds after Debra Charpentier, archivist at the Millicent
LIbrary, realized that at least 240 graves were unaccounted for at the Woodside and
Nasketucket Cemeteries. See image in color and find the whole report at
www.NeighbNews.com
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pounded them in at each flag. This
way the anomaly sites could be found
again quickly with a metal detector,
and the area could still be mowed and
maintained. Mr. Perry provided a
scale map of the flag locations using
the grid he established as well.
There were five areas where Mr.
Perry did 3-D imaging in addition to
using the GPR. In two other areas, he
performed a computer analysis to
show the anomalies in detail.
And in yet another area, Mr. Perry
identified a rock or headstone at
about two to three feet below the
surface. Ms. Charpentier and a
volunteer dug in the area, and did not
find anything at two feet.
Mr. Perry dug another foot down
and found a granite stone about three
feet long by at least 18 inches wide.
Ms. Charpentier is working with the
Board of Public Works to get the
stone pulled up next spring.
As a next step, Ms. Charpentier
would like to put online the database
that she and her volunteers prepared
of all 600 people buried at Woodside
Cemetery. That would include
everything the vital statistic records
contain on them, information culled
from old newspapers, plus a digital
photo of each existing marker. She is
looking for a volunteer to help set up
the web page and make it accessible
to the public.
As for the unmarked graves at
Woodside?
“I want to list on a marker all of the
people buried there,” she said.
It is not enough that there is a
plaque acknowledging unmarked
graves, she said. If someone stops by
to find out if their loved one or an
ancestor was buried there, she wants
them to be able to know it.
“Dorothy Greenwood called and
asked if her little brother was [at
Woodside]. He’d been kicked by a
horse when he was two years old and
died,” said Ms. Charpentier.
She was able to confirm for Ms.
Greenwood that her little brother had
been interred at Woodside some time
in the 1920s.
“It’s
personal,”
said
Ms.
Charpentier about helping locate a
lost relative. “It means that someone
can live for a few more moments in a
loved one’s memory.”
Editor’s note: To download a copy of
the report, visit our website at
www.NeighbNews.com
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

FinCom starts FY2013 budget process
By Joyce Rowley
Neighb News Correspondent
The Fairhaven Finance Committee
meeting on 1/12 began with the
announcement from chairperson
John Roderiques that member Carl
Bissonnette had resigned due to
health reasons. Mr. Roderiques said
that Mr. Bissonnette had completed
his third year with FinCom and would
be missed.
The board of public works sought a
reserve fund transfer in order to take
advantage of a FEMA grant to dispose
of Tropical Storm Irene debris. The
Town qualified for up to a 75%
reimbursement for storm-related
expenses. The BPW proposed hiring
an industrial sized grinder to chip the
large trees and branches that were
taken to the recycling center. FinCom
voted 9-0 to approve the transfer with
members Scott Fernandes, Jennifer
Bishop, and Sidney Martin absent.
Two long-time Town employees
announced their resignations: Town
Accountant Anne Carreiro after 17
years and Selectboard secretary Jan
St. Germain after 25 years. Ms.
Carreiro’s last day will be in early
February. Ms. St. Germain’s resignation was effective January 3.
Ms. St. Germain’s benefit payout,
which includes 120 days of sick pay,
seven and one-half weeks of vacation
time, compensatory time, and
longevity pay, was presented for a

reserve fund transfer of $15,582.57.
Ms. St. Germain did not announce
her retirement until December, so the
FY2012 budget did not provide for the
benefit payout.
Mr. Roderiques explained that
vacation is always one year behind in
budgeting. Since she was there for
only half the year, and the new person
would not be able to take vacation
right away, all 52 weeks would be
worked. The FY12 budget anticipated
47 weeks worked and 5 weeks
vacation for someone.
FinCom member Antonio “Dan”
DeNardis suggested that the reserve
fund amount be reduced, as the
person taking over that position
would not be paid at the same scale,
and the longevity had been budgeted.
Mr. Roderiques suggested that
FinCom approve a $13,000 reserve
fund transfer, and that the difference
be made up if needed at the end of the
year. FinCom voted 9-0 to approve the
lesser reserve fund transfer.
The FinCom then took on an article
that was proposed by members last
year. Concerned that collective
bargaining agreements presented to
the FinCom on the morning of Town
Meeting did not permit adequate time
for review, the FinCom proposed a
new section, 50.9, to chapter 50 of the
Town Code entitled “Collective
Bargaining Agreements” that would
address when such agreements could

be presented for inclusion in the
budget at TM.
The article as presented proposed
a five-day preview period, which the
FinCom changed to ten days at the
meeting. All agreements must be
made available to the public ten days
prior to TM under the proposed
article. Further, if the document were
not presented and filed as required, a
motion to appropriate funds would
be postponed until the next session
of the TM after the period elapsed. If
a majority of TM vote to waive the
provision, a vote on the appropriation could be taken.
The article calls for filing at the
Selectboard office, Town Clerk’s
office and at the BPW offices if BPW
employees’ agreements are involved.
According to the article, agreements
should highlight the changes to pay
and benefits to be voted on by TM.
The FinCom members debated
how long the preview time should be
so as not to be cumbersome but to
allow enough time for the public and
meeting members to review the
agreements.
The FinCom voted 9-0, three
members absent, to approve the
article for submission to the Selectboard with the ten day preview period.
The FinCom will meet at 7 p.m. at
the BPW Meeting Room every week
through to the Annual Town Meeting
unless otherwise noticed. •••

BPW hears FY13 budget requests; fines & suspends contractor
By Joyce Rowley
Neighb News Correspondent
The Fairhaven Board of Public
Works received the Superintendents’
budgets for FY13 at their 1/9 meeting,
but will review the requests for
Articles for Town Meeting on 1/23.
The BPW had received a letter from
the Finance Committee asking for a
level funded budget and a budget
proposal with a 2% decrease.
Kathy Tripp, Administrative Assistant, presented an administrative
budget that was a 2.9% decrease from
FY12. The budget eliminated advertising and printing for the newsletter
that went out in the water bill in
previous years. FY12 salaries will be
lower due to attrition and new hires.
Highway Superintendent John
Charbonneau presented a Highway
division budget that showed a 2.6%
decrease due to a drop in salaries. He
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

also said that he was told by
Executive Secretary Jeffrey Osuch
that a proposed two-year lease for the
sweeper under capital outlay will be
cut due to borrowing for the new
school. However, Finance Director
John Nunes was looking into it
further. The current 1998 sweeper
would require a $50,000 to $70,000
overhaul, which Mr. Charbonneau
said was throwing “bad money after
bad money.”
Mr. Charbonneau presented a level
budget for the Park Department
saying that there was nothing that
could be cut without affecting
services.
Chairperson
Geoffrey
Haworth agreed and said to send a
level funded budget to the Finance
Committee.
Superintendent Linda Schick said
that the only increases in salaries
were step increases and that she
Thursday, January 19, 2012

decreased the phone budget by $500.
She anticipated needing to replace
the 10-year-old UV (ultraviolet)
module, used in the wastewater
treatment process, at a cost of
$10,500. The Board suggested that the
replacement $2,100 rider mower for
the West Island Sewage Treatment
Plant be eliminated and instead a
standard power mower be purchased
for the plant.
Water superintendent Edward
Fortin also showed a reduction in
salaries in the Water division budget
even if the division were at full staff.
But to meet the 2% reduction, Mr.
Fortin said it would be necessary to
reduce water purchases to make up
half of it.
Mr. Fortin said he was not
proposing any capital outlays. He also
noted that there would be an issue
BPW: cont’d on page 26
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School committee hears from wind opponents
By Meredith Winnett
Neighb News Correspondent
The January 11 meeting of the
Fairhaven school committee featured
discussion on the Wood School
transition, FY13 budget process,
Fairhaven Bicentennial, Acushnet
Tuition Agreement, Coordinated
Program Review, and speakers from
Windwise.
The new Wood School is projected
to open in September of 2013 with
groundbreaking in June of this year.
Dr. Baldwin and Wood School
Principal Amy Hartley-Matteson held
an all-call meeting for Wood School
parents on January 10 with an
amazing 10% turnout where the major
concern of the Wood School family
was addressed: The students want to
stay together.
The committee wanted to place the
students into a similar facility, and
Oxford School was an ideal match as
both schools have 13 classrooms.
Students will only be allowed into
Oxford School after the building is
inspected and repaired.
In January and February, the walls,
ceilings and floors will be repaired
and a transportation plan will be
decided on. The transportation will
be added to the FY13 budget. In
February and March, the heating,
electrical and other mechanical
systems will be inspected and
repaired. April and May will consist of
painting and resurfacing, finalizing
the project with air quality tests in
May. If any conditions are not met, the
students will be dispersed into the
high school and the middle school.
The committee will “pursue the
relocation of Wood School students
to any available sites in the
immediate area,” said Dr. Baldwin’s
PowerPoint presentation.

Members of Windwise continued
their discussion against the wind
turbines near Wood School, bringing
scientific studies and personal
opinions in front of the committee.
Louise Barteau read an excerpt of
“Phillip’s Article,” a review of adverse
effects from wind turbines. The
Appendix of the Article told of a fiveyear-old who was unable to sleep
because of the turbine near his
house. The child became cranky,
defiant, and constantly felt sick. This
caused the family to move and the
child returned to his normal behavior.
Bruce Paparella said he was deaf
and asked the committee “how many
children are you willing to sacrifice
for greed?”
Ken Pottell told the committee of a
health board member in Dartmouth
who inspected a wind turbine site in
Bristol, Rhode Island and came down
with “Wind Turbine Syndrome” after
15 minutes.
An argument of Windwise is the
effect of the noise on autistic
children; however, Diane Hahn, the
mother of an autistic child, spoke,
telling the committee that the noise of
the lights and heating systems
bothered autistic children more than
a turbine would. Ms. Hahn said she
requested information from Windwise,
and she found no scientific basis for
the effects on autistic students.
Chris
Andersen
asked
the
committee why the public was not
informed of the plan for turbines
before the vote for the new school.
School Committee member David
Gonsalves answered that the school
committee was unaware of the plan
and heard the news when the public
became aware.
Mr. Andersen insisted that the
board read the minutes of the last

847 Kempton Street
New Bedford, MA 02740
Tel. # 508-999-3845

meeting to him. The board explained
to him that they could not review a
previous meeting after the minutes
were approved.
Mr. Andersen demanded that they
read them and yielded his time so
they could explain in detail that the
minutes would be posted in the
morning and he could read them
online. He then asked if they could
read the public comments section of
the minutes so he could know how
Windwise was being viewed by the
committee. They again told him to
read them online in the morning
Anne Richard went on record as a
citizen, though she works in the
school system. Ms. Richard said she
was appreciative of the discussion on
the turbines, saying it is “good for the
students to see both sides of the
argument.” She told the committee
about Hull High School being proud
to have a wind turbine on their
property and they have not seen any
adverse effects in their education.
Windwise left before the meeting
was adjourned, which disappointed
Vice Chairperson Louis Kruger as he
said he hoped to answer some of
their questions. The committee
agreed that it was unfair how
Windwise “demonized” them as they
are waiting to make a more educated
decision regarding the health and
safety of the students.
Mr. Gonsalves said the board was
simply trying to review all the
information. He said he read all the
material from Windwise and a lot of it
conflicted. He told the one remaining
member of Windwise that the board
was trying to be receptive of all of the
information, but Windwise was being
too demanding when they said they
wanted immediate answers. He
SCHOOL COMM: cont’d on page 20

Dogg Mil paid
through 1/12/12

Open Monday thru Saturday • Serving from 6 a.m to 7 p.m.
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Welding causes boat fire at Union Wharf
Fairhaven Fire Department
Press Release
A fire aboard the fishing vessel
“Michigan,” docked at Union Wharf in
Fairhaven on January 14 caused
approximately $10,000 in damage to
the boat.
The fire was reported at 4:12 p.m.
after welding operations aboard the
boat started insulation burning, which
spread to one of the fish holds.
Two engines were dispatched to the
scene. It took firefighters approximately 30 minutes to extinguish the fire
and another hour to overhaul and
check for extension of the fire. No
injuries were reported and no crew was
aboard the boat during the fire
according to Wayne Oliveira, Public
Fairhaven firefighters amid the smoke of a fire started by welding aboard the fishing information Officer for the Fairhaven
vessel Michigan docked at Union Wharf. The fire caused about $10,000 in damage on Fire Dept. Firefighters cleared the
scene at 6:00 p.m.
January 14. Photo by Heidi Winnett. See it in color at www.NeighbNews.com

Snow Shoveling • Leaves
Raked & Yard Cleanup

LUNCHEON
SPECIAL:
Lobster roll with French
Fries & Pickle

Servicing Fairhaven only.
Very Reasonable.

899

$

Call Dave: 508-965-7260

Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

Kitchen

CELEBRATING
OUR SIX YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

Dinner Special: $35 for 2

Chinese Food & Sushi
142 Huttleston Ave. • Fairhaven, MA • (Across from Benny’s)
Tues.-Thu., 11 a.m.–10 p.m. • Fri. & Sat., 11 a.m.–11 p.m.
Sun. & Holidays, noon–10 p.m. CLOSED Mondays.

2 Appetizers, 2 Entrees, 1 bottle of Wine
Mon.–Thurs. (closed Tues.)
We Deliver: Wed., Thurs., Sat. & Sun. (only)

Dine In • Take Out • Delivery • BYOB
508-992-8300 • www.AKitchenMA.com

Open Daily, 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m. Closed Tues. • Beer & Wine Available
130 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-999-2527
Daily Lunch Specials: 11 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Dinner: 4–9 p.m.

Served Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
All served with choice of salad or soup (dine-in only)

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN 2011
Go where you KNOW
the food is ALWAYS
good...for EVERY meal!
W
Bee e ser v
r& e
Win
e

$

2off

All purchases of at least $20
With this coupon. Exp. 1/27/12.
Not to be combined with other offers.

51 Main Street, Fairhaven Center
Gift Certificates for all Occasions
Trusted by your friends and
family since 1961
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

Complete Menu of Chinese &
American Selections
Call 508-992-8668 for take-out.
Open every day 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS

Lunch Specials

Sushi Combo #1

Spicy Tuna Maki • Alaskan Maki
12 pieces: $6.95

Chinese Combo #20
Beef Teriyaki (2 pieces) • Crab
Rangoon (3 pieces)
Eggroll (1) • Pork Fried Rice
$6.50

FOOTBALL
SPECIAL
ALL DAY SUNDAY
Buy two Sushis, get one
free. Take-out or eat in.
Free Coke with $10 purchase
One coupon per order. Exp. 1/27/12

Thursday, January 19, 2012

Red Sox Maki
Salmon, scallions, cream
cheese, deep fried in
light batter, rolled with
tuna, topped by
special house sauce
$10.95

FREE

Small Crab Rangoon or
Small Chicken Fingers
or Small Pork Fried Rice
or Sweet Potato Maki
With $10 min. purchase.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.
One coupon per order. Exp. 1/27/12
Page 19

Looking back on sports, 1944
By Bob Hobbs
Special to the Neighb News
In celebration of Fairhaven’s
bicentennial, we go back to the year
of 1944. Fairhaven High School had
one of the finest football teams, led
by All Bristol County Jep Lopes,
sulper running back and quarterback,
also Gus Perry and Larry Young,
outstanding linemen and Hall of
Famers Ralph Bradley, Norbert
Desroches and Alec Young.
The basketball team had a great
season, too, with Jep Lopes, Don
Martin, Ray Dean and Ralph
“Swisher” Bradley, all Hall of Famers.
Baseball had a super season led by
pitchers Ray Dean and Bradley,
infielders Jep Lopes and Martin, also
Carl McDermott, Bob Mahoney and
Ted Duval.

football, he was also outstanding in
baseball and track.
Jep worked at Morse Twist Drill
and also played basketball for them
as he did with Fairhaven Varsity in
Football.

He leaves his wife Jan, son Carl,
and daughter Kathryn, five grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
Jep was one of Fairhaven’s greatest
athletes and was an outstanding
person.

Jep Lopes
FHS Football Legend
Anthony “Jep” Lopes passed away
last week. Jep was a lifetime
Fairhaven resident and four-sport FHS
Hall of Famer. Jep was All Bristol
County in 1944 and 1945, in football
(QB) and Basketball. Legendary in

The 1944 basketball team yearbook picture. FIRST ROW, L-R: Raymond Dean, Anthony
Lopes, Donald Martin, Samuel Gomes, Robert Mahoney. SECOND ROW, L-R: Robert
Lawton, Clayton Morgan, Thomas Hannon, Ernest Parker, Ralph Bradley, John McAuliffe,
Ralph Parker, Warren Griffin, Coach Entin. THIRD ROW, L-R: Bradford Pierce, William
Shappell, Daniel Mahoney, William Wilson, Fred Burke.

100 years ago in the Fairhaven Star
By Beth David
Editor
According to a history of “The
Fairhaven Star” by historian Mabel
Hoyle Knipe, the town of Fairhaven
had “several abortive efforts” to
establish a newspaper to call its own
until 1879, when Charles Dean
Waldron founded the Star.
Since there was no Star 200 years
ago, we have decided to highlight the
news of the week from 100 years ago
in commemoration of Fairhaven’s
Bicentennial. Special thanks to
Debbie Charpentier, archivist at the
Millicent Library for making this
feature possible.
SCHOOL COMM: cont’d from page 18

explained that the school committee
did not consist of turbine experts and
only asked for time to review the
information.
In
another
matter,
Natalie
Hemingway spoke at the meeting
“bearing gifts.” Ms. Hemingway
announced the donation of 112
historical bicentennial calendars for
every home room and main office in
Page 20

From Sat., Jan. 6, 1912
Marriages
Sixty-six marriage were registered
with the Fairhaven town clerk in 1911.
June, with 13, had the most number of
marriages. It was the first marriage
for 32 grooms and 34 brides; and the
second marriage for four grooms and
one bride. Thirty-five of the marriages
were performed by Fairhaven clergy.

First Snow
The first snow of the season was
reported as falling the Saturday
before, with five inches recorded.
There was skating on that day also,
the first of the season.
Slaughter House
The beginnings of a controversy
hopes of getting the students
involved in this historic year.
The East Fairhaven Improvement
Association donated pencils for all
Fairhaven students that read “1812
Fairhaven Massachusetts.”
Dr. Baldwin met with the superintendent of Acushnet as the tuition
agreement runs out this year. They
plan to add five years to the agreement which requires a new regulation
Thursday, January 19, 2012

start with an article in this issue that
a municipal slaughterhouse will be
proposed at the next town meeting.
“William H. Schroeder, inspector of
animals for several years has had the
matter in mind for some time and is
convinced that such a venture will
not only be of greater benefit to the
farmers and others who find an
abattoir necessary, but will be a
paying investment for the town.
“Mr. Schoeder’s [sic] judgment in
matters pertaining to this department
is excellent and state officials think
that Fairhaven is fortunate in
selecting him.
“His suggestion is worthy of
STAR: cont’d on page 21

that will be read at the next meeting.
The FY’2013 Budget will appear no
later than the February 8 meeting and
will start at two percent less than the
total figure for 2012.
The Coordinated Program Review
will take place this year. Members of
the state will review the English
language learner, special needs, and
civil rights programs by interviewing
members and surveying families. •••
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR
CLASSIFIEDS
FINE FURNITURE RESTORATION
Free Estimates, 13 Years’ Experience.
Veneering, Hand Rubbed Finishing.
Do your heirloom antiques need some TLC?
Call Michael, 508-997-1079.
Hand Crafted Custom Furniture
www.floatingstonewoodworks.com
WAYNE ELECTRIC & ALARMS: Security
Systems and Fire Alarms, 24-Hour Alarm
Monitoring, Security Cameras and Lighting,
Electrical Contracting, 35 Years Experience.
508-997-5600 * 508-758-3068 ongoing
J&J PET & HOUSE SITTING. Keep your pet
safe & happy with us! Mother-daughter team.
Call 774-628-9037. References. ongoing
FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976
Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems.
Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm
monitoring and FREE MONITORING.
Replace your old alarm system with a new
system for as little as $299 Complete
FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633
SEMI-RETIRED ELECTRICIAN:
40 years experience. Lic. #E21920.
Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty.
Paul Days
508-965-7446.
BOB’S LAWN SERVICE Yards clean, grass
cutting, mulching, new lawns installed, Bobcat
service, trees & bushes pruned, lawns fertilized,
gardens planted, dump runs, loam/fill/gravel.
Located at Staffon’s Greenhouse, 124 Alden
Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719; Business line: 508997-9259; cell, 774-263-4002.
ODD JOBS • SMALL JOBS
Painting, carpentry, organizing, etc.
Call George 508-801-6743
CARPENTER/HANDYMAN, FREE ESTIMATES
Replacement windows, gutters, odd jobs, brush
& tree removal, cellar & garage clean-outs, dump
runs & more, just ask. Call Jeff 508-990-3534.
REPORTERS: The Neighb News is actively
looking for reporters to cover meetings. Please
call 508-979-5593. Reporting experience not
necessary, but good writing skills essential.
FIREARMS SAFETY COURSE State approved
for Mass. license to carry firearms or FID card.
Call Phil Lacerda, 508-989-6093. ongoing
PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD IN THE NEIGHB
NEWS: Only $7 for three lines, $1 each
additional line. Call Beth at 508-979-5593.

Child Search

Fairhaven Meetings

The Fairhaven Public Schools
seeks to identify all children in need
of special education services. The
Fairhaven Public Schools provides all
children with an opportunity to
participate in the public school
programs and, in accordance with
federal and state regulations,
provides special education programs
designed to meet the needs of
children who are attending not only
public schools, but also private
schools at private expense and
whose parents reside in Fairhaven.
Fairhaven Public Schools will
arrange for the screening and
evaluation of children aged 3 through
21 who are unable to progress
effectively in regular education
because of a disability. Disabilities
are defined as an impairment in one
or more of the following areas:
Autism,
Developmental
Delay,
Intellectual Impairment, Sensory
Impairment (Hearing or Vision),
Neurological Impairment, Emotional
Impairment, Communication Impairment, Physical Impairment, Health
Impairment or Specific Learning
Disability.
For further information regarding
screenings and evaluations or
eligibility for programs, and/or
services, please call the Special
Education Department at 508-9794000, Extension 117. Referrals are
accepted throughout the year.
Fairhaven Public Schools does not
discriminate on the basis of age,
handicap, sexual orientation, race,
religion, creed, gender, or national
origin.

Bicentennial Committee

TIDE TABLE
US Army Corps of Engineers
Cape Cod Canal/Wing’s Neck
January
2012

HIGH
a.m. p.m.

LOW
a.m. p.m.

BUSINESS BAYS ARSENE ST
Commercial space for lease, or sale, built to
suit. Building 3 is now being completed for four
commercial businesses. building 4 is closed in
and ready for your commercial business Call, or
email John for pricing, 508-758-4915 jfolino901
@aol.com 1/19
HAIR STYLIST: Looking for a licensed hair stylist
for chair rental in Fairhaven. Reasonable daily or
weekly rates. Make own hours. 508-991-4247.
SEMI-RETIRED CARPET INSTALLER 40 years
exp. Prefer small jobs. Repairs & restretching are
specialties. Normand Pellerin, 508-947-1542. 2/9
WOMAN WITH 20 YEARS EXP looking or part
time position as a nanny for ages 2-15 or elderly
companion care. Please call 508-317-7839. 2/9
*= Predicted minus tides from -0.1 ft. to -1.0 ft
**Predicted minus tides from -1.1 ft to -2.0 ft or more

Fairhaven Neighborhood News

Thursday, January 19, 2012

Sat., 1/21, Town Hall, 9 a.m.

Board of Appeals
Tues., 2/7, Town Hall, 6 p.m.

Conservation Commission
Mon., 1/23, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Finance Committee
Thurs., 1/19, Arsene St., 7 p.m.
Thurs., 1/26, Arsene St., 7 p.m.

Planning Board
Tues., 2/28, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

School Committee
Wed., 1/25, FHS Library, 6:30

Selectboard
Mon., 1/23, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Special Town Meeting
Wed., 2/15, Hastings MS, 7 p.m.

Wind Turbine Forum
Tues., 1/24, Hastings MS, 7 p.m.
ARTICLES MUST BE SUBMITTED BY
Jan. 25, 4 p.m.

Acushnet Meetings
Board of Appeals
Mon., 2/6, Comm. Ctr, 6:30 p.m.

Board of Health
Tues., 2/28, Parting Ways Sch, 6:30 p.

Board of Public Works
Mon., 1/23, BPW Bldg, 6:30 p.m.

School Committee
Tues. 2/7, Ford Middle Sch., 5 p.m.

Selectboard
Mon., 1/23, Town Hall, 4 p.m.
STAR: cont’d from page 21

serious consideration.”
New RFD Route
Postmaster E. G. Spooner collected
nearly 200 signatures on a petition
that was turned over to Congressman
William S. Green to take to
Washington. The petition asks for a
new RFD route in the section not
covered by the current carrier.
The existing route started at the
corner of Main and North streets and
went north, “compelilng all the
people who live south of North street
to go to the office for their mail. If the
new route is established, it will cover
this section of the town and also
extend to Harbor View, where there
are nearly fifty summer cottages, the
occupants of which receive their mail
from the postoffice.
“As only 100 names are necessary,
Mr. Spooner stated that he thought
that the government would have to
establish a new route.”
Page 21

Letters from our readers
Reader wants to correct
mistake in Selectboard story
I wish to clarify and correct
information reported in the 1/12/12
story on the Selectboard meeting of
January 11th, 2012, regarding the
issue of a large Norway maple near
the intersection of William and Union.
The letter presented at the meeting
was not written by the owner of the
property but by myself as a tenant in
the house across the street. My
concern has been the deteriorating
condition of the tree which is often
where a number of people including
myself park their cars. It is adjacent
to the Post Office so there is a great
deal of car and foot traffic on this
portion of Union Street.
My research shows that the tree
stands in the public right-of-way
based on long-standing documentation, which would leave the town
responsible for any damage or injury
this tree might cause in the
foreseeable future. I have written to
request documentation from the
town that shows that the 1832
records for Union Street are
legitimately superseded by a new
public right-of-way if the town is
convinced the tree is now the
homeowner’s responsibility.
In the absence of any revised, fully
documented public right-of-way for
that portion of Union Street, I believe
that this tree is the town’s
responsibility.
Carol Murchie, Fairhaven
Editor’s note: Ms. Murchie has taken
out nomination papers to run for Tree
Warden.

Mother to windwise: stop
using children as pawns
Fairhaven based WindWise is
appearing at public meetings and
making unsubstantiated claims that
the two wind turbines slated to be
erected will be “harmful” to the
“special needs students” who will be
attending the new Wood School.
WindWise members have stood
before the School Committee on more
than one occasion demanding an
answer to their question, “What plans
have you made for the special needs
students?” They have said similar
things about the special education
students at other open board
meetings as well.
My oldest son has an Autism
Spectrum Disorder and my younger
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son has Tourette Syndrome. My two
children have the types of neurological differences that WindWise has
singled out as conditions that would
put them in jeopardy if they attended
Wood School.
I contacted WindWise so that they
could forward me the research-based
data and statistics that they base this
claim on. The response was, “I agree
that there is very little research
focused specifically on the effects of
IWTs on autistic kids. I have scoured
a great deal of recent medical
literature. Still I think there is cause
for concern,especially for an autistic
child that was living or going to
school within 3 km (1.5 miles) from a
large turbine. (Please understand that
I am not a medical or neurology
expert).”
I too have scoured medical data
regarding my sons’ neurological
differences but, instead of just for a
couple of months, it’s been a dozen
years. Without concrete evidence to
support their claims I am angry and
offended that WindWise repeatedly
cites the special education children
as potential victims, in order to
advance their political agenda.
WindWise’s actions and words are
the very definition of fear mongering:
the use of fear to influence the
opinions and actions of others
towards some specific end. If they
wish to be taken seriously in their
efforts to educate people, open minds
and potentially garner additional
supporters WindWise must stop
using my sons and other special
education students as the poster
children for their anti-turbine
movement.
The ignorance of others plus the
emotional and physical challenges
that my sons face every school day
are stigmatizing enough, further
singling them out in the way that
WindWise is doing just adds to their
burden.
WindWise’s lawn signs read Be
Educated, so the members of this
group should take their own advice
and get educated about autism. There
is a saying that applies to this
situation, “If you’ve met one person
with autism then, you’ve met one
person with autism.”
This means that because autism is
a spectrum disorder, each autistic
individual will present in very
different ways. This is why our
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children have Individual Education
Plans and/or 504 Plans that tailor
their education to their needs.
If an autistic child is noise sensitive
during school hours it is largely, if not
completely, due to the noise within
the facility itself — the lighting
fixtures, the heating and air systems,
the noise from the kitchen, hallways
and gymnasiums.
Perhaps the budget money saved
by not only consolidating two schools
into one but also by the use of wind
turbines can be redirected to help
build noise buffers into classrooms or
provide assistive devices to those
children with noise sensitivity.
I suggested at the last School
Committee meeting that if WindWise
forwards its claims, questions and
research to David Kenney Director of
Special Education, perhaps he can
have an informational PAC meeting to
address the concerns. (For those
ignorant to what a PAC is; since 1986
Massachusetts state law has required
all public school districts to maintain
a Parent Advisory Council open to all
parents of special education students
as well as other interested parties).
That would be the proper, respectful
way to handle this situation.
One last note, I am not only angry
and offended for my children but also
for Selectman Charles K. Murphy who
is the dedicated founder of
M.O.L.I.F.E. He has had to endure the
unfounded accusations of turning a
blind eye to the needs of the very
people that he serves while part of a
conspiracy allegedly carried out by
him and other members of our Town
boards. I will never believe that there
is any truth to those unproven claims.
I for one have not made a definitive
decision about the turbines. I am
willing to keep an open mind, but I
must insist that WindWise cease
using my children as their pawns and
infringing on the civil rights of all
special needs individuals.
Diane Hahn, Fairhaven

People will not back down
In response to the comments by
Gordon Deane in the Standard Times,
I would just like to say the people of
Fairhaven will not back down to your
threats. You see we understand the
health effects that these massive
turbines will have on the residents in
this town. I and many others feel the
health and well being of our residents
LETTERS: cont’d on next page
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is the most important issue right now.
We want this stopped. I have been
reading articles written by doctors
and other professionals from all over
the world. The health problems are
serious. These turbines are just TOO
CLOSE!!
When the turbine construction was
stopped in this town years ago the
developer just brought them to
Falmouth. Now look at what is
happening there. People are ill, the
turbine has been shut down, and
Falmouth has to figure out what to do
with two turbines already standing.
If the developer brings legal action
against the town, where will they
build next? Do they think other towns
that are watching what is going on in
Fairhaven will be standing in line to
work with them? I think not!
Let’s talk about legal action. What
happens when we have two 400 ft
turbines up? People will get sick.
Children and teachers in the new
Wood school may become sick
because of infrasound. Values of
homes drop dramatically near the
turbine, like anyone can afford that to
happen with people already under
water. Then the Town may face legal
action from the people they are
supposed to protect.
Stop this project now. Look at all of
the data presented. Massachusetts
has the weakest set-back regulations
in the country. Stop this project now!
Dawn Devlin, Fairhaven

Epidemiology and IWTs
Let me start by thanking Donald
Mulcare for his recent op ed piece in
the New Bedford Standard Times. It
provides a great opportunity to
educate people about the real
dangers of industrial wind turbines
(IWTs) to public health. Most people
who know so little about a subject are
not willing to display their ignorance
in public. Perhaps the next time Mr.
Mulcare takes a break from the
football game, he’ll try reading a
book.
Carl Phillips, Harvard PhD, is an
independent and widely respected
epidemiologist (public health expert)
and he has been recognized as such
by the legal system as well. He has
studied the adverse health effects of
IWTs extensively using the standard
methods for collecting data from
public health records. In a peer
reviewed article in The Bulletin of
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

Science Technology and Society, Carl
Phillips writes “There is over whelming evidence that large
electricity-generating wind turbines
(hereafter turbines) cause serious
health problems in a nontrivial
fraction of residents living near
them.”
Phillips estimates that the adverse
health reports from people who live
near IWTs number at least in the
many tens of thousands. As a point of
comparison, the US FDA will use its
regulatory authority to pull a drug
from the market if only 20–30
individual adverse health reports are
found — even if the drug has
benefitted many, many people.
Apparently, the FDA recognizes that it
is wrong for a drug company to profit
from something that makes people
sick. If the FDA regulated wind
turbines, they would be shut down
tomorrow and kept that way until the
wind industry could show scientific
evidence that they can be deployed
without harming people.
One of the main reasons that this
data has been so difficult to collect is
that the wind industry pays large
amounts of hush money to silence its
victims. In the Chatham-Kent municipality in Ontario, for example, the
wind industry bought many homes
made toxic by turbine noise to ensure
that
the
victims
who
were
abandoning them would not go
public.
Out of desperation, other victims
do not report their symptoms
because they are afraid that it will
destroy their property value and
prevent them from selling their
homes, which is their only avenue of
escape from these monstrosities and
the illness they cause.
When people get so ill from
turbines that they are willing to
abandon their homes, the adverse
health data they provide takes on
much
greater
significance
to
scientists who study public health.
This is called revealed preference. It
shows the intensity of their illness
and demonstrates their conviction
about the cause.
To undermine the credibility of
these wind turbine refugees, the wind
industry engages in character
assassination, portraying them to the
ignorant public as gold diggers trying
to take advantage of the situation to
sell their homes for more than they
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are worth. As you can see, wind is not
a clean industry.
Dr. Nina Pierpoint, MD and author
of the extensively peer reviewed
“Wind Turbine Syndrome” conducted
one of the first rigorous case series
studies of these adverse health
effects. She noted that of the ten
families she studied closely over
time, nine have abandoned their
homes, some without any compensation whatever. The tenth was
desperately trying to sell, but
apparently nobody was buying.
One of the most powerful forms of
public health data is something called
cross-over data. Cross-over data is
actually a simple concept. When
people are exposed to operating
turbines, they become ill. When the
turbines stop, they immediately begin
to feel better. The importance of this
type of data should be obvious.
Many types of illness, such as
cancer, cannot be studied in this way
because the onset of illness is not
known and it does not go away when
the cause is removed. Fortunately,
the McPherson study, published only
a month ago, conducted by two
independent, certified acoustic
engineers in Falmouth, provides
precisely this type of cross-over data
about WTs.
They were able to do this because
they themselves became seriously ill
within 20 minutes after they began to
record (inaudible) turbine infrasound
indoors. One of the most compelling
findings of this study is that the
powerful effect on the human inner
ear created by infrasound is actually
worse indoors!
The gold standard for any
scientific study and measurement is
repeatability and there is little doubt
that the rigorous methodology of the
McPherson study more than meets
this bar. This is not hypothetical; it is
a fact. If we stop the turbines, or at
least keep them far away from
residents, we can keep people from
getting seriously ill.
Curt Devlin, Fairhaven

Why say no to a Wind
Turbines?
It’s an eye opening experience to
fully research information regarding
wind turbines. I spent time reading
the studies provided by the wind
industry for our project and other
LETTERS: cont’d on next page
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projects throughout the Commonwealth. I read news articles, peerreviewed materials, scientifically
reported analyses, case studies, both
for and against the wind industry. I
spoke with those directly affected by
the turbines causing illnesses, loss of
property values and the destruction
of cherished land they once enjoyed.
I’ve even received letters from people
who work (but don’t live) next to
turbines, yet they are still getting ill.
I’m convinced each and every one of
you would do the same if these two
400ft turbines were coming into your
“back yard.”
What I’ve found is the wind turbine
industry operates like R.J. Reynolds
dealing with the hazards of smoking.
For years evidence was compiled
proving the link between cancer and
smoking yet R.J. Reynolds denied it
existed until finally it became
irrefutable.
Smoking victims actually had a
choice to smoke or not smoke. My
family was never given a choice. I was
not notified by the town that these
were going up near my home and
found out through a handout a
concerned citizen gave me after they
noticed the land was cleared.
There was no public forum before
construction to discuss its benefits or
potential health impacts. No big sign
on the bike path saying “Coming Soon
Wind Turbines.”
I understand that the Green
Communities Act has allowed officials
to circumvent the public process,
however when placing two 400ft
turbines so close to homes and a
conservation area we deserve more
transparency and a certain level of
respect. Residents deserve to be
heard by the Boards of Selectmen,
Health and School. Our concerns are
valid and reports of wind turbines’
negative effects are worldwide.
Our citizens need not be smirked
at during meetings and in my opinion
a one paragraph statement in the
Fairhaven Neighborhood News letting
us know the turbines are coming does
not constitute proper notification or
respect.
After review of documents
obtained by Kenneth Pottel through
the Freedom of Information Act I was
shocked to see our own Fairhaven
Wind LLC developer Gordon Deane
admitting in an email to our town’s
Executive Secretary Jeffrey Osuch
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that they are trying to keep a “low
profile” on this project.
If this is such a good project for the
patrons living as close as 900ft with
no negative affects, why the low
profile? Why not publicly explain all
the benefits and take the time to
educate the citizens?
Further compounding the health
issues is the project’s economics. The
computer models that have been
generated by wind developers are
terribly wrong. They are, at best,
wishful thinking and, at worst,
deliberate deceit for financial gain.
This was one of the main reasons the
town of Dartmouth opted to switch
their project to solar. The math is
really simple — wind power is not
free, it is not reliable, it is very
expensive.
Let’s look at the facts. It should
first be noted that even though there
are over 100,000 wind turbines
worldwide, not one fossil fuel plant
has been decommissioned as a result
of their installation and operation.
Furthermore our grid will have to
ramp up and down (cycling) to
accommodate the intermittent and
totally unpredictable energy output
from wind turbines. This inefficiently
causes a substantial increase of fuel
consumption, CO2 and other
pollutants.
In addition, the wind often doesn’t
blow when the demand for electricity
is at its peak. When that happens, the
plants must remain on “spinning
reserve” which produces pollutants
even when they are not providing
energy to the grid. There are charts,
graphs and real data you can read
online to prove these points.
One turbine uses 365 tons of
materials for its assembly, 1100 tons
of concrete and rebar for anchoring,
many transmission lines (at a cost of
$1.0 to $2.5 million per mile), over 100
gallons of oil, many pounds of rare
earth elements and 17 hours of fossil
fuel power just to get it in the ground.
The result is turbines require more
energy to put up than they will ever
generate in their lifetime.
The fact that our own Attorney
General Martha Coakley told a
legislative committee back in
November that the implementation of
wind energy “will cause electricity
costs to exceed $4 billion over the
next four years, resulting in the
estimated 7 percent increase in the
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total delivered costs of electricity to
consumers and businesses” is
enough.
Unfortunately, the wool is being
pulled over the eyes of the honest
“green community” citizens that write
into the paper and whom I deeply
respect. Scammed into believing we
will reduce our carbon footprint, save
money and have no ill affects.
Research will prove this is far from
the
TRUTH!
Be
Educated…
www.windwise.org
Grant R. Menard and Family,
Fairhaven

Rights Denied in Fairhaven
The rights of the citizens of
Fairhaven have been denied under
the guise of the Green Communities
Act. This law requires that town
officials only need to ask for a
building permit. The only way that
town residents can find out about a
building permit is to go to the town
hall every few weeks and check to see
what permits have been applied for.
Town leaders now have a law
which allows them to circumnavigate
the democratic process. The central
issue is that no notice was given to
abutters and no public hearings held
regarding the erecting of two 400 foot
industrial wind turbines in the middle
of a Fairhaven neighborhood. In the
past, the Board of Selectmen and the
Conservation Commission would
have been required to notify abutters
and hold a public hearing. It is not
enough to place a small ad in the back
pages of the Neighborhood News and
expect that this suffices as
notification to abutters and to town
residents.
Town leaders through their actions
have demonstrated a lack of
transparency dealing with the turbine
project. The turbines have been
discussed in a number of executive
sessions. Agendas of meetings are
posted 48 hours in advance on the
town’s bulletin board. Therefore, the
only way to access this information is
to go to the town hall 48 hours in
advance every week. This places an
unfair burden on the citizens.
Furthermore, why would the
residents of Fairhaven who had no
idea what was going on in the first
place, be going to the town hall to
check on the agenda? A building
permit advertisement of the project
LETTERS: cont’d on next page
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occurred in the local free paper
Neighborhood News. Again, this
doesn’t pass the test of allowing for
public input and public notification.
Newspaper notices and articles on
the project are no substitutes for
public hearings and notification to
abutters.
Those living in the impacted area
had no knowledge that the project
was going forward. The parents at the
nearby Wood Elementary School also
knew nothing about the project. This
is a source of contention because a
controversial town wide vote was
taken to build a new school. No one
knew at the time of the vote that the
school to be built would be in the
vicinity of two 400 foot wind turbines.
Was there a deliberate attempt by
town officials to keep this information
from the public so that the vote for

the new school would pass?
Some town committees were not
informed that the project, after being
held up in court four years ago, was
now going forward. The project is
now being developed by a new
company formed under a Limited
Liability Corporation. The Finance
Committee should have reviewed the
amended lease and the new financial
arrangement but they were never
given the opportunity.
Information on a noise study that
was done this year was never shared
with the public. Why was this noise
study not shared with the public? The
study did not include infrasound
which is the noise from the turbines
you don’t hear but can make you ill.
Any noise study dealing with wind
turbines should include infrasound.
We only learned of this study through

a request under the Freedom of
Information Act.
The rights of people to participate
in the democratic process through
town boards, notification to abutters,
and public hearings is a sacred right
that has been denied to the citizens of
Fairhaven. The Green Communities
Act allows town leaders to take away
the rights of the citizens of Massachusetts as it relates to these kinds of
municipal projects.
We believe that this law raises
constitutional issues regarding free
speech and due process. We have
video documentation on the Board of
Selectmen’s
Meeting
providing
further evidence to support our
position. To view the video of the
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting go to
www.windwise.org
Ken Pottel, Fairhaven

Selectboard hires new secretary
By Beth David
Editor
Emphasizing computer savvy and
Internet skills, the Fairhaven Selectboard interviewed four women on
Tuesday, 1/17, for the secretarial
position made vacant when Jan St.
Germain retired earlier this month.
The board chose Anne O’BrienKakley, a reporter with The Wanderer,
and former teacher with a strong
background in English and writing
skills.
The board made it clear that they
are serious about hiring someone
who can not only get Selectboard
records online quickly, but someone
WIND: cont’d from page 3

specific risks they face or the
magnitude of those risks.”
He said the plaintiffs have not
offered “any evidence at all” to
support the claim of harm.
The next step in the case is for the
town to answer the complaint.
According to town counsel Tom
Crotty, the town will ask the court to
dismiss the last count, but he would
not say the exact strategy for doing
so. He was to file on Thursday, 1/19.
In a related matter, the state
released a health study on the
impacts of IWTs on people living and
working nearby.
Windwise has contended that the
IWTs in Fairhaven will cause a host of
medical issues to those living closest
to them and to the students at the
new Wood School, which will be
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

who would be able and willling to
help other town hall departments do
the same.
They also said her experience
covering meetings in other towns
meant she already understood many
aspects of how a town hall operates.
Second choice for the job was Ivey
Winkler, a former career Air Force
service member who is currently self
employed. All three board members
said she would be a good choice, and
cited her traveling and experience
with computers as pluses.
Ms. Winkler also applied for the job
in the Veterans’ Services offices and
all three board members said she was
about 2100 feet away.
Residents in Falmouth have
reported experiencing headaches,
sleep disturbances, vertigo, nausea
and other symptoms collectivelly
referred to as “Wind Turbine
Syndrome.”
The state report dismissed the
existence of WTS, saying there is no
evidence to support the claim.
The independent panel of experts
analyzed data from existing studies,
and did not perform its own study.
The report was released on
Tuesday afternoon. By 3:30 p.m.,
Windwise had issues a press release
denouncing the study.
“We knew from the beginning that
DEP’s report would be politically
motivated with a predetermined
outcome,” said Eleanor Tillinghast, a
steering committee member of
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a strong candidate for that position.
Also considered for the job were
Sharon Goldstein, a legal secretary,
who also has a medical background;
and Mary Canastra, who works at a
law firm.
More than 90 people applied for
the job. Selectboard member Brian
Bowcock and Executive Secretary
Jeffrey Osuch pared the number
down to eight and conducted preliminary interviews to choose the finalists.
In other business, the board
approved a one percent increase for
non-union clerical workers, saying
they deserve the same raise as union
employees. •••
Windwise–Massachusetts,
in
a
statement. “This whitewash is no
surprise.”
“This panel was not independent,
its work was not conducted in public
or with any ongoing involvement by
the public. Everything was done in
secret, so who can take this report
seriously?” asked Barry C. Cosgrove,
also of Windwise–Massachusetts.
The state will hold three public
hearings starting on February 14, and
a public comment period is open until
March 19. State officials will be at the
Fairhaven forum on 1/24 to discuss
the study.
For the complete report and
supporting materials, visit the Mass
DEP website at www.mass.gov/dep/
energy/wind/panel.htm.
To download the ruling from Judge
McGuire, visit www. NeighbNews.com
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with the Department of Environmental Protection this year, and that
he maintained engineering and legal
services for that purpose.
Mr. Haworth noted that the water
division was operating in the
negative, and that rates had not been
adjusted in five years.
Board Member Steven Riley asked
BPW Superintendent Vincent “Vinnie”
Furtado to look into what the rate
would have to be in order to balance
the budget without going into
retained earnings.
The
appointment
with
the
Fairhaven-Acushnet Land Preservation Trust was canceled as the FALPT
had written that they would comply
with regulations governing maintenance of the right-of-way in front of
their property, Shipyard Farms, on
Sconticut
Neck
Road.
Vicechairperson Robert “Hoppy” Hobson
was upset that a representative had
not appeared as requested.
Mr. Hobson said his main concern
was that the chair of FALPT would not
respond to his questions about the
tenant farmer who had cleared a
portion of Shipyard Farms for active
farming and had restored the stone
walls on the site. Mr. Hobson also
noted that few members of FALPT
appeared to be from Fairhaven.
“If you’re going to donate land to
Acushnet Land Trust, you’d better
think about it,” said Mr. Hobson. He
said he was told by FALPT’s John
Darwin that the group did not have to
answer to anyone.
Mr. Haworth said that the BPW did
not have jurisdiction beyond the
public right-of-way and so FALPT
would not be required to come before
them.
A request for a driveway apron
extension that was done without a
permit at 69 Gellette Road by
Anthony DeCosta was denied 3-1,
with member Daniel Freitas absent.
Instead, the Board required Mr.
DeCosta to return the street layout to
its previous condition, pay a $300 fine
and suspended his driveway installer
license for three months beginning
when the paving plants open in the
spring.
Mr. DeCosta said he was doing
work on the property when he hit a
six-foot long stone. In removing the
stone, he broke the curb. He then
filled the damaged area with gravel
and paved it because it was wet, he
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said.
In response to questioning, Mr.
DeCosta said that he had been
licensed by the Town for 32 years,
and had always gotten permits before
this incident. He said that there was
no number to call on a Saturday to
reach
Mr.
Charbonneau
for
inspections.
Mr. Charbonneau pressed hard for
the suspension when the BPW was
deliberating.
“You can’t let a contractor do work
without a permit,” he said. “There’s a
bunch of contractors watching this
who put a permit in each time.”
Mr. Charbonneau dismissed Mr.
DeCostas’ explanation, saying that he
could have filled the hole with gravel
and then loamed and seeded. He said
the main Public Works phone line had
an answering service that would

No, I’ve never had
issues with Mr.
DeCosta before.
Quite honestly,
this shocked me
[John Charbonneau]
reach him 24/7.
Mr. Haworth asked if Mr. DeCosta
got paid extra for expanding the
driveway the additional nine feet. Mr.
DeCosta said he did not.
But Mr. Haworth said that there
were too many cases of work being
“snuck in” on Saturdays, and that if
the Board did not take action, it
would get out of control.
He agreed with Mr. Charbonneau’s
recommendation to both fine Mr.
DeCosta and suspend his license for
three months.
Mr. Riley, the lone vote opposed to
the ruling, said that the goal was to
restore the apron back to the original
26 feet. He asked if Mr. DeCosta had
been in violation of the rules before.
“No, I’ve never had issues with Mr.
DeCosta before,” answered Mr.
Charbonneau. “Quite honestly, this
shocked me.”
Since Mr. DeCosta was not a
habitual offender, Mr. Riley suggested
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that the Board fine him the
mandatory $300 and require that he
restore the area back to its original
condition without suspending his
license.
But Mr. Charbonneau restated his
recommendation
that
the
contractor’s license be suspended as
well, saying the violation was a
blatant one. Mr. Haworth agreed,
saying that Mr. DeCosta knew the
rules since he’d been licensed with
the Town for so long.
In the end, the majority of
members present voted for both the
fine and suspension, as well as
requiring that the area be restored to
its original condition.
An appointment with a representative of SITEC Engineering
regarding Washburn Avenue was
canceled.
Mr. Furtado presented an update of
activities. The $300 fine for an
improper driveway apron extension
at 68 Howland Street had been paid,
he said. Also:
• The shed on Eaton Street had not
been removed yet;
• Mattapoisset assessment of Town
property there may go up 5%;
• The Howland Street overages had
been submitted to Mass Highway
for amortization;
• The annual report had been
submitted;
• Employees received a letter from
the Retirement Board that they
need to pay taxes for beepers that
the Town provided but failed to
take taxes out of their pay.
In other business, the Board voted
4-0, one member absent to absorb the
cost of Mr. Furtado’s cellphone at a
cost of approximately $30 per month
in keeping with other department
heads’ phone budgets.

Legal Notices/
Public Hearings
Board of Appeals
The Fairhaven Board of Appeals will
hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday,
February 7, 2012 at 6:00 PM in the Town
Hall to consider the following petitions:
1. Bob Vieira for Kathleen Curbone 6
Morgan Street Plat 19, Lot 290 Book
5723, Page 57
198-18 Short 32’ of the required 45’ rear
setback and short 8’on the east side of
the required 15’ side setback in a RB
District.
Very Truly, Peter DeTerra, Chairman
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

“WE GO WHERE THE PROBLEM TREES GROW”
•
•
•
•
•

TREE REMOVAL • LOT CLEARING
AERIAL BUCKET TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE
FIREWOOD
PRUNING OF LARGE HISTORICAL TREES
YEAR ROUND SERVICE

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates

508-993-3588
Fairhaven

EURO SHIP STORE/PHOENIX

THE place for UNIQUE
items. From clothes to toys and
everything in between!
We have UGGS!
24 Center Street • Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-992-1714 • Fax: 508-992-1652 • eurship@aol.com
St. Anthony of New Bedford
Federal Credit Union
Your Community Credit Union

Kitchens To Fit Your
Lifestyle & Budget

46
$3. l
Ga
Price may
change

HEATING OIL & DIESEL

We strive to maintain our competitive reputation
by reducing costs

24-Hour Service

Over 15 years’
experience

Visit Our Showroom
• Full Service Computerized • Fine Cabinetry in as Little
Kitchen Planning
as 3 Days
• Free In-Home
• Custom Cabinets &
Measurement Service
Countertops

Fairhaven Lumber Co.

www.luzofuel.com

508-993-2611

MacArthur Drive
508-996-8042 • 126
New Bedford, MA 02740

120 Alden Road • Fairhaven, MA

Dr. Brian K. Bowcock

Fairhaven
Chiropractic Office
• Auto Injuries
• Low Back
Injuries

• Job Injuries
• Board Certified
in Orthopedics

• Neck
Injuries
• Headaches

Now offering Massage Therapy

Call 508-997-3600
Nos falamos Portugues
Most insurances accepted, including United Healthcare & HMO Blue
Fairhaven Neighborhood News

American Legion Post 166
Kitchen Open
Mon.–Sat., 12–3

Function Halls
Two halls for rent: Half price in Jan. & Feb.

Entertainment & Upcoming Events
Karaoke with Eddie:
Friday, 8:30–mid.
Jan. 21:
Just Us, music from 50s & 60s
8:30–12:30. Cover, $3.00

Jan. 28:
Two Track Mind,
Classic Rock
8:30–12:30.
Cover, $3.00

54 Main Street Fairhaven • 508-993-0046
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New Year
Specials
355 Huttleston Ave.
Route 6, Fairhaven
508-990-8724

1926 Purchase St.
New Bedford
508-999-4724

We Listen
We Care
We Take Action

&

PONICHTERA DENARDIS P.C.
SINCE 1987

Divorce & Family Law • Custody
Support & Visitation • Wills & Estates
Call us for a free consultation

508-991-3355

New Year specials
Kahlua 750ml All Flavors.............................$1999
Seagram’s 7 1.75...........................................$1899
Canadian Club 1.75 .....................................$1999
Beck’s Loose Bottles................................$1999+ dep
Bud & Bud Light 30 pack .....................$1999+ dep
Coors Light 30 pack...............................$1999+ dep
Heineken 24 Loose Bottles .....................$2099+ dep
Rubinoff Vodka All Flavors 1.75 .................$1099
Captain Morgan Rum 1.75 ..........................$2799
Jim Beam Bourbon 1.75...............................$2299
Christian Bros. Brandy 1.75 .......................$1699
Gordon’s Gin 1.75 ........................................$1699
Open Mon.-Thurs., 9-10; Fri. & Sat., 9-11; Sun., 12-6

Wishing Everyone a Healthy
and Prosperous New Year
Complete
Auto Repair
& Used Car
Sales

10 Park Place, New Bedford • Free parking
Visit us at: www.panddlaw.com

Homeowners
◆

◆

We Insure Coastal Properties ◆
Alternatives to Mass Fair Plan Available
◆ Competitive Premiums for Homes
Valued Over $250,000 ◆
Call us Today!
Fairhaven Center for Business
65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719
508-997-8515 • 508-997-8670 (fax)
www.vieirains.com

Bayside Lounge
Your Neighborhood Tavern

Sunday Specials

Cheaper than eating at home!
Sit back, relax and WE’LL do the cooking & cleaning
Sirloin Steak w/Shrimp

5

(dine-in only)..$
$

00
95

Clam Boils (with all the fixings) ............ 10
Homemade Pulled Pork...................$595

***24-Hour Emergency Towing***
New Location: 196 Huttleston Ave. (Rte. 6)
Across from Shaw’s Plaza (Formerly Manny & Bob’s)
Free pick-up and drop-off of vehicles for repair service

Now Doing
MASS. INSPECTIONS
No appoinment necessary
Mon.–Fri., 8 a.m.–5 p.m. • Sat., 8 a.m.–2 p.m.

Come in for YOUR sticker!

Call Alex Sarkis

508-509-2292 • 508-758-9500
508-992-9638 • aausedautos.com

◆

All meals served with coleslaw

25¢
wings Football Sunday

PRIME
RIB
$

1/

oz

While they last!

Kitchen Open 7
Brendalee’s
Days. Winter Hours:
Weekly
Specials
Sun., 12–8
Mon., 3–8
Every Wed., Fish & Chips or
Tues., 11–3
Broiled Scrod ....................$595
Wed.–Sat., 11–8
Every Sat. & Sun., Prime Rib
Great Food.
$1/ounce (while they last)
Great Friends
Clamboils and Blackboard
Great Prices
specials EVERY DAY!

Live Entertainment:
Every Fri. & Sat.
Visit website for line-up

Karaoke on
Wed. & Fri.

BAYSIDE LOUNGE & TAVERN
125 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-996-9212
Visit our website: www.baysidelounge.com

