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people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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Judge Murray Gurfein, Pentagon Papers case, June 17, 1971: 
“The security of the Nation is not at the ramparts alone. Security also lies in the value of 
our free institutions. A cantankerous press, an obstinate press, a ubiquitous press must be 

suffered by those in authority in order to preserve the even greater values of  
freedom of expression and the right of the people to know.” 

American flags signifying armed services members who have died in armed conflicts, are displayed on the lawn of the Fairhaven 
Veterans Memorial during a ceremony on 5/14/20 that the town recorded to commemorate Memorial Day on 5/25/20, because the parade 
and other traditional ceremonies had to be canceled due to the COVID-19 restrictions. The inscription on the boot and helmet display 
reads: “Vietnam Moving Wall, Cushman Park, Fairhaven 2012.” See page 12 for story. Photo by Beth David.

Memorial Day ceremonies held without public



Well, hair salons and pet 
groomers are open. Charlie Dog 
and I will both be going in soon to 
get rid of my pandemic hair and 
his pandemic nails.  

Events are starting to slowly 
happen, but nothing big yet. 

New Bedford has cancelled all outdoor events until the 
fall, and that includes fireworks on the Fourth, and the Big 
Feast (we wrote about that a couple of weeks ago). But, 
slowly, things are opening up: the beaches (no restrooms 
in New Bedford, though...say WHAT?), farmers markets 
(food items only), the zoo (outside only), and some 
tourism tours at the fort.  

Meanwhile, the seniors are graduating, but they can’t 
have their traditional ceremony.  

There will be a long procession, though, from Acushnet 
to Fairhaven (see page 4). The route goes past some 
special places for the students, like their old schools, and 
ends up at the high school, where they will receive their 
diplomas, one by one getting out of the car to pick it up. 

It won’t be traditional, but I think it might make for 
some fun memories for them. At least I hope it does. 

Graduating from high school is a milestone, so is 
graduating from college. The whole community should 
share in the joy of the kids and their families. 

So, if you live along the route, or within walking 
distance, don your mask and take a walk and line the route 
to cheer them on. I think the kids will appreciate it. 

This week would’ve been the Memorial Day parade, 
unfortunately, COVID-19 scuttled those plans. But there 
are several videos you can watch of the ceremonies that 
were held. See page 5 for Fairhaven, and page 8 for New 
Bedford. 

The phased opening of the state is continuing (see page 
3), and hopefully, it will keep to the schedule and we can 
get back to some sort of normal pretty soon. 

Summer is here, it seems, with warm weather and the 
need to get outside and play in the sun.  

Fishing, swimming, bike riding, and all other 
manner of horsing around must commence. 

And, no, I’m not going to fight with 
you about your mask. Wear it or 
don’t. I’ll be wearing mine. 

Until next week then...see ya,
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CORRECTIONS/CLARIFICATIONS 
In our story on the Acushnet Selectboard, we misquoted 
board member Kevin Gaspar. He said “quite frankly the 
Chief’s last few sentences in his email are disturbing.” 

He did not specify which chief. It was the fire chief, not 
the police chief. We apologize for any confusion our 

error may have caused. 

Beth David, Publisher

From  
The Editor 

WEST ISLAND — 
A day late and many dollars short.

Support local journalism 
No one does local like a local newspaper. And it does not 

get more local than the Neighb News. Any small amount will 
help. Just clip the coupon and send check or money order to 
Fairhaven Neighborhood News, 166 Dogwood St., Fairhaven, MA 
02719. Ask for a bumper sticker that says “I Support the Neighb 
News.” And thank you for reading the little paper with a big voice. 
Name: _________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________ 

Do you want to receive the paper by email?    Y  N
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COVID-19 update: Hair salons, churches are now open in Mass.
By Beth David 

Editor 
The phased re-opening of busi -

nesses in Massachusetts is underway, 
with houses of worship, hair salons, 
barbershops and pet groomers 
allowed to open this week. Massa -
chusetts Gover nor Charlie Baker 
announced guidelines for those 
businesses to re-open last week. 

This week, on Tuesday, 5/26/20, he 
an nounced that The Boston Hope 
Medical Center, a field hospital set up 
at the Boston Convention Center, 
would no longer need to accept 
COVID-19 patients. The sited treated 
more than 700 COVID patients, and 
served as a respite site for the 
homeless. It will remain open until all 
current patients are discharged. The 
facility will remain in place and the 
beds available throughout the 
summer in case they are needed. 

The state has already closed two 
other field hospitals. 

Explaining that the state’s numbers 
are going in the right direction, Gov. 
Baker said the surge “is now behind 
us.” 

The state’s numbers are “trending 

in the right direction,” he said, adding 
that it was only possible “by 
everyone’s willingness to do their 
part,” by practicing social distancing, 
wearing a mask, and washing hands 
frequently. 

“We all have a responsibility to 
keep doing these things,” said Gov. 
Baker. “The science on this is pretty 
clear: These things done together are 
highly effective.” 

He said this is how we will fight the 
virus and re-open responsibly. 

The state has had more than 93,000 
cases of COVID-19, and more than 
6,400 people in Massachusetts have 
died from the virus. 

Gov.  Baker said that the positive 
test rate has stayed at about nine 
percent; 2,179 people remained 
hospitalized as of Tuesday, a number, 
he said, was a significant decrease 
over the past few weeks. 

On Tuesday, offices were also 
allowed to open up, but with 
restrictions on the number of people 
that can be inside at the same time. 

State beaches opened, too, but 
beachgoers are asked to maintain at 
least six feet of distance from others, 

and wear masks if they cannot 
maintain that distance. 

Charter boats have also been 
allowed to start operating again, with 
limita tions, such as no more than 10 
people, including crew, aboard any 
single vessel. Passengers and crew 
must wear face coverings.  

Some retailers were also allowed to 
open this week, but most with 
curbside only service; others can be 
by appointment only; and others 
have to limit the number of people in 
the store. 

The state’s plan includes four 
phases, with a minimum of three 
weeks apart for each. 

In phase two, nail salons and day 
spas will be able to open with 
restrictions.  

The governor also announced the 
implementation of a $56 million 
program announced last week to help 
the hungry, which includes sending 
food boxes that contain 30-35 meals 
each to regional food banks across 
the state. 

The state has also increased 
access to SNAP benefits (food 

$5000

 OFF
NEW A/C COMPRESSOR KIT 

(Includes compressor, drier, orifice tube,  
up to 2 lbs. 134A Freon on most cars) 

Exp. July 1, 2020

$1500
 OFF 

A/C RECHARGE up to 2 lbs. 134A 
Exp. June 1, 2020

MASS. INSPECTION 
M-F: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. • SAT: 8 a.m.–2 p.m. 

FULL SERVICE DEPT. OPEN

Custom Auto Sales & Service 
14 So. Main Street •  Acushnet, MA 02743 

508-984-5667

JUNE 8th, 2020
POLLS OPEN AT 10 A.M. 
POLLS CLOSE AT 8 P.M.

OUR ELECTION DAY IS COMING... 
WILL YOU BE PREPARED? 

In person voting will take place on Monday, June 
8th, 2020. There will be protocols in place to protect 
the safety of the voters and the election workers. If 
you plan to vote in person please adhere to Governor 
Baker’s mandate that residents must wear masks in 
public areas. Social distancing measures will be in 
place and we ask that everyone follow the rules. We 
also ask that you bring your own blue or black pen. 

Registered voters have the option to vote by 
absentee ballot. A signed absentee ballot application  
is require. Absentee voting information can be found 
on the Town Clerk’s page of the town’s website: 
fairhaven-ma.gov/townclerk. 

Also, if you are a registered voter and would like to 
be a poll worker, please call the Town Clerk’s office at 
508-979-4023, Ext. 3, with any questions.

COVID: cont’d on page 14



By Beth David 
Editor 

Line the route to show  
your support 

Fairhaven High School will not hold 
its regular graduation ceremony on 
Sunday due to the COVID-19 restric -
tions. Instead, seniors and their 
family members will join a procession 
of cars from Acushnet to the high 
school where graduates will receive 
their diplomas. 

On Sunday, 5/31, at 10 a.m., seniors 
will ride in cars (as passengers) from 
Acushnet Elementary School on 
Middle Road to Elizabeth Hastings 
Middle School in Fairhaven. The 
seniors will be arranged alpha -
betically so they may the proceed to 
Fairhaven High School, via a winding 
route to pass some of their favorite 
spots along the way. 

They will receive their diplomas at 
the front of FHS, one by one, staying 
in the car until it is their turn to get 
their diploma. 

A police escort will lead the 
procession, and people are welcome 

to line the route to cheer on the 
grads.  

The route starts at Acushnet 
Elementary at 10 a.m. sharp, heads 
south on Middle Road, left onto 
Leonard Street, right onto Main 
Street, left onto South Main Street, 
stays right at fork at the town line 
onto Main Street into Fairhaven, along 
Main Street to left onto South Street, 
and right onto Fort Street to Fort 
Phoenix, then left onto Old Fort 
Street, then left onto 
Green Street, right 
onto Center Street, 
passing Our Lady’s 
Haven and Rogers 
School; then left onto 
Tripp Street and right 
onto Washington 
Street, right onto 
Huttleston Avenue 
(Rte. 6); to right onto 
Sconticut Neck Road, 
turning around at 
Wood School, back to 
Route 6 East (right) to 
head towards East 
Fairhaven School, 

then left onto New Boston Road 
passing by EFS, then left onto Bridge 
Street across Route 240 to Route 6, 
right onto Route 6 to right onto 
Adams Street, and right onto Ash 
Street to Elizabeth Hastings Middle 
School parking lot.  

There the cars will wait until 
everyone is assembled. From EHMS, 
the cars will go to the high school for 
the diplomas to be handed out near 
the front entrance. 
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Fairhaven High School graduation will be a procession

Fitzgerald Company
Your Hometown Roofing  
Specialist for 25 Years

Roof Replacement and Emergency Repairs 
Gutters and Chimney Work 

We also offer clean-outs and disposal services 
All work is guaranteed • Call for a free estimate

Shawn Fitzgerald • 508-353-3224 
Lic. #139884

All graduating seniors at Fairhaven High School received 
this lawn sign, as high schools had to cancel their 
traditional graduation ceremonies due to the COVID-19 
restirctions. Photo courtesy of  Sharon Marie Couto.
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AROUND TOWN HAPPENINGS
CANCELLATIONS 
Editor’s note: Businesses in Massac -

hu setts are being allowed to open in 
phases. Large gatherings, however are 
still not allowed. 

We will use our Happenings pages to 
give people ways to pass the time 
while they are hunkered down at 
home, and to inform you of smaller 
events that are still scheduled.  

Grad procession 
Fairhaven High School Seniors will 

drive in a procession from Acushnet 
to Fairhaven in lieu of the traditional 
graduation ceremony due to COVID-
19 restrictions. On Sunday, 5/31, at 10 
a.m., seniors will ride in cars  from 
Acushnet Elementary School on 
Middle Road to Elizabeth Hastings 
Middle School in Fairhaven. Resi -
dents are welcome to line the route to 
cheer on the seniors. See page 4 for 
the route details. 

Virtual Graduation 
Virtual graduation event begins on 

Sat., 6/6, at noon. Join the party 
throughout the afternoon. Com -
mence ment speakers: President 
Barack Obama, Michelle Obama, BTS, 
Lada Gaga, Sec. Robert M. Gates, 
Sundar Pichai, Sec. Condoleezza Rice, 
Malala Yousafzai; with special 
appearances by ASAPSciences, Alicia 
Keys, Chloe x Halle, Kelly Rowlan, 
Kerry Washington, The Try Guys, 
Zendaya, Mr. Kate, Dude Perfect, 
Jackie Aina, Zane Hijazi.  

Find “Dear Class of 2020 Com -
mencement Address,” Sat., 6/6, at 3 
p.m., at https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=rxpTjcouaeQ 

Pirates & Privateers 
Pirates & Privateers Presentation, 

Friday mornings, 10:00 a.m., June 5 
through September, Fort Phoenix, 
south end of Fort St., Fairhaven, MA. 
Tour begins at fort flagpole. WEATHER 
PERMITTING 

For Public Safety, all audience 
members must wear masks and 
maintain six feet of separation. 

Is there really pirate treasure 
buried by Captain Kidd on Sconticut 
Neck? Why might you become a 
privateer instead of joining the Navy? 
What’s the deal with the parrot on the 
shoulder? 

Hear tales of pirates, Revolutionary 

War era privateers, and historical 
Fort Phoenix, presented by 
Greybeard, an 18th century gunner 
from the privateer sloop Broome, 
Abigail Black, a ship’s doctor who 
grows herbal remedies in her village 
garden when she’s not at sea, Mr. 
Church, the ship’s cook, and Caleb 
the Powder Monkey, a lad who knows 
how to load and fire a cannon.  

Learn which pirate lore is really 
just myth based on fiction and what 
stories are true. (On Cape Cod, many 
people thought the tale of “Black 
Sam” Bellamy’s wrecked ship full of 
treasure was just a legend until the 
ship was discovered in 1984 just 500 
feet off the shore of Wellfleet.) 

Find out the difference between 
pirates and “legal” privateers. Do you 
know when you “talk like a pirate” 
you’re just copying an actor from a 
1950s Disney movie? Would you like 
to know more about treasure maps 
and walking the plank? 

The pirate lore is enhanced by true 
stories of privateering in and around 
Buzzards Bay during the American 
Revolution. During the war, 
privateers vessels such as the 
Broome, Sally, Black Snake, 
Friendship, and Hornet, manned with 
local sailors, aided the rebellion 
against the Crown by capturing 
enemy ships in far greater numbers 
than the Continental Navy did. One of 
the most celebrated actions was the 
first naval battle of the Revolutionary 
War in May 1775, led by captains 
Nathaniel Pope and Daniel Egery. 
Eventually the local wharves were full 
of vessels captured by privateers. 
Such actions eventually provoked the 
British raid on our harbor in 
September of 1778. 

These stories are told in detail 
during the Friday morning program. 

This fun interactive presentation 
includes a demonstration firing of a 
black powder swivel cannon, a 
demonstration of early medical 
practices and more.  

There is no charge for the Pirates 
and Privateers presentations, but 
donations are accepted for the 
Tourism Gift Account. 

You may visit Greybeard & 
Companie’s Facebook page here:  

You may visit Greybeard & 
Companie’s Facebook page here: 
h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / 
GreybeardCompanie/ 

 

Fish Stories 
Check out the newly revamped 

NOAA Voices Oral History Archives 
(https://voices.nmfs.noaa.gov/?utm_ 
medium=email&utm_source=gov 
delivery) a repository for archiving 
and disseminating oral history 
interviews related to our fisheries, 
oceans and coasts in the United 
States and its territories. Our 
collections include oral histories with 
fishermen, their spouses, processing 
workers, shoreside business workers, 
scientists, marine resources 
managers, and many others. These 
stories expand our knowledge and 
enrich our understanding of the 
nation's fisheries and their impacts. 

Cable Provider 
Survey 

The Town of Fairhaven is 
conducting a Feasibility Study to 
improve Internet & Cable Service to 
residents and businesses. 

If interested complete an easy-to-
do- Comcast Invoice Upload to help 
the Broadband Study Committee.  

Please upload your most recent bill 
from your Internet service provider 
on the town’s website. Feel free to 
redact your name and account 
number on the bill but we need to be 
able to see the address to confirm the 
bill is for a Fairhaven property. Town 
staff will then redact any personal 
information you have not already 
redacted, including your address, 
before submitting your bill. 

Visit https://www.fairhaven-ma.gov 
and click on the link under “News and 
Notices.” 

BBC Learning 
The BBC has launched and online 

learning site for children, “Bitesize 
Daily,” offering daily lessons. Visit 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize to 
find home schooling lessons for ages 
five to 15. Lessons include English, 
math, geography, science, and more 
depending on the age group. 

Nightly News Kids 
NBC has expanded “Nightly News 

with Lester Holt Kids Edition,” to two 
nights a week, Tuesday and Thursday 
at 4 p.m. Each episode is about 10 
minutes long, and previous editions 
are available on www.youtube.com 
(search for Lester Holt Kids News).  
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My name is Keith Silvia and I am running for 
selectman in the Town election to be held on 
Monday, June 8, 2020. If elected, these are some 
changes I would work toward making for the 
betterment of the Town and taxpayers. 

The Town will need to relocate the recycling 
center to accommodate the nitrogen plant that 
is planned to be located where the recycling 
center exists presently. The BPW has contracted 
with a company who will recommend to the 
state the amount of clean up in the area of 
Bridge St. The State will then determine how 
much clean up has to be completed where the 
new recycling center potentially could be 
located. This clean up will be costly. New 
Bedford recently received a 9 million dollar 
grant for clean up of the Revere Copper and 
Brass site. Our Town Planner should be 
researching grants now for this project as it is 
to be initiated in 2021 and completed in 2025. 
It seems that this administration doesn’t feel 
that this project is a priority. If we don’t have a 
recycling site in place and ABC has to be 
contracted to pick up yard debris, the cost to 
the Town will be estimated in the amount of 
$300,000.00 yearly.  

Another project the Town Planner might 

consider researching is a grant to better the area 
of Union Wharf. Fairhaven has always had the 
reputation of being a beautiful fishing 
community, yet we don’t even have a fish 
market since McCleans closed  years ago. 
Wouldn’t it be nice to have a fish market 
/restaurant right on the wharf where people 
could enjoy the days catch. I feel as though the 
Shellfish Warden /Harbormaster’s office should 
be located on Union Wharf where his rescue 
fleet is located right outside his door and also 
providing easy access for the public. The 
Harbor Masters of surrounding towns are 
located on their wharf’s which just makes sense. 
I would love the opportunity to work with the 
Town Planner on making this happen. 

These are just a couple of my goals that I 
hope to be able to make happen. The change is 
in your hands. I respectfully ask for your vote 
on Monday, June 8th. 

Keith Silvia 

If you are concerned about voting in person  
due to COVID-19, there is still time to apply for 
an absentee ballot. Contact the Town Clerk at 

508-979-4023 ext. #3 or visit https://www. 
sec.state.ma.us/ele/eleabsentee/absidx.htm. 

PAID FOR BY KEITH SILVIA

          
   

  
“C

han
ge is in your hands”



Fairhaven Neighborhood News Thursday, May 28, 2020 Page 7

Better safe than sorry?

June 1

A deer decoy is being diligent about not spreading COVID-19 by 
being high up in a tree to physical distance itself from others, and 
by wearing a mask, too, at Leonard Pierce Memorial Park in 
Fairhaven on Monday, 5/18/20. Photo courtesy of Glenna Downing 
DeSouza 

So easy a ...

Wearing a face mask is easy if you can find one.  It’s So Easy Even 
a Caveman…or a Sasquatch… can do it, as shown by this big guy 
on Bridge Street in Fairhaven on March 29, 2020. Photo by Glenn 
C. Silva. 
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HAPPENINGS OVERTOWN
CANCELLATIONS 
Editor’s note: Businesses in Massac -

hu setts are being allowed to open in 
phases. Large gatherings, however are 
still not allowed. 

We will use our Happenings pages to 
give people ways to pass the time 
while they are hunkered down at 
home, and to inform you of smaller 
events that are still scheduled.  

Memorial Day 
Ceremony Online 
The City of New Bedford held virtual 

Memorial Day commemorations due 
to social distancing measures in place 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  

While New Bedford’s 2020 
Memorial Day parade was cancelled, 
two events were livestreamed on the 
City’s Facebook pages and aired on 
New Bedford Cable Access: the 
annual Fishermen’s Memorial Service 
at Seamen’s Bethel; and the City 
Memorial Sevice and Wreath Laying 
at Soldiers and Sailors Monument, 
Clasky Common Park.  

Both events are available on the 
New Bedford Govrnment Access web -
site: http://173.9.65.75/Cablecast 
PublicSite/?channel=1 

Yard Waste Pick-up 
City of New Bedford bulky yard 

waste and brush collections have 
resumed. Bulky: schedule by 
appointment ONLY. Brush: schedule 
by appointment ONLY. Yard waste: 
regular schedule 

Yard Waste in WET or RIPPED 
paper bags will not be collected by 
ABC. 

Property owners may continue to 
bring Yard Waste to the Transfer 
Station through the end of May for 
disposal. Hours of operation will 
continue to be Monday – Friday, 
12:00pm to 5:00pm and Saturday 
7:30am to 3:00pm. 

NORMAL Transfer Station hours 
have resumed: Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday, 12:00pm to 5:00pm, and 
Saturday 7:30am to 3:00pm. 

City Beaches, 
Zoo Open 

Mayor Jon Mitchell announced 
that the City of New Bedford will 
follow and implement the first phase 

of Governor Charlie Baker’s 
reopening plan, with adjustments 
warranted by the current risk level of 
disease transmission in the city and 
region.  

The state of the virus in New 
Bedford is different from that of the 
state as a whole.  There have been 
fewer positive COVID-19 cases in New 
Bedford per capita than most cities in 
the Northeast, but the number of new 
positive cases and hospitalizations 
have been relatively flat – that is, not 
declining – and the rate of positive 
tests is higher than the rest of the 
state. Current information on these 
trends may be found on the city’s 
website: https://www.newbedford-
m a . g o v / h e a l t h - d e p a r t m e n t / 
coronavirus/. ‘ 

Parking meters will not be 
enforced until the second phase 
when restaurants can reopen. 

City Beaches will be open but with 
stricter restrictions than the state. At 
New Bedford’s beaches, only New 
Bedford residents will be able to 
purchase a beach pass until further 
notice. Social distancing measures 
will be enforced, with no beach 
volleyball or other organized sports 
permitted. Public restrooms at the 
beach will be closed until further 
notice. Call New Bedford Parks, 
Recreation and Beaches, 508-961-
3015, or visit  at www.nbprb.com, for 
deails on how to buy a beach pass.  

Buttonwood Park Zoo will reopen 
on May 31 and then from Wednesday 
through Sunday only. Time-based 
tickets will be sold online and indoor 
exhibits and rides will be closed to 
the public. Visit bpzoo.org for details 
and to buy tickets.  

The following businesses are also 
open, but must following strict guide -
lines, including physical distancing, 
mask-wearing, and occupancy 
restrictions: Manufacturing & 
Industrial Operations; Construction; 
Places of Worship; Parks, Trails & the 
Blue Lane (have been open); hair 
salons and barbershops; pet 
groomers; car washes; recreational 
boating; private offices; retail 
(clothing stores, toy stores, jewelry 
stores, nurseries and garden centers) 
for curbside pickup only; auto dealers 
and wholesalers; libraries, for 
curbside pickup only. 

For more information on the status 
of reopening in New Bedford and 
other important news, visit the 

COVID-19 page on www.newbedford-
ma.gov.  For information on the 
masks available to any New Bedford 
resident who wants one, visit 
www.masknb.com.  

For detailed guideilnes on opeing 
these businesses, visi https://www. 
n e w b e d f o r d - m a . g o v / h e a l t h -
department/coronavirus/.  

Free Masks for  
NB Residents 

Mayor Jon Mitchell announced 
that the City of New Bedford has 
launched MaskNB, an initiative in 
partnership with the Southeastern 
Massachusetts chapter of the 
American Red Cross and Joseph 
Abboud Manufacturing Corporation, 
to continue to promote the 
widespread use of masks to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19 by offering a 
mask to any City resident who wants 
one at no cost, at a series of drive-
through distribution events in late 
May and June.  

Under the MaskNB distribution 
plan, interested residents in each of 
the City’s six Wards will have an 
opportunity to obtain free cloth face 
masks at New Bedford High School, 
230 Hathaway Boulevard, on the 
following assigned dates and times: 
• Ward 1: Sat., 5/30, 10 a.m.–2  p.m. 
• Ward 2: Sun., 5/31,  10 a.m.–2  p.m. 
• Ward 3: Sat., 6/6, 10 a.m.–2  p.m. 
• Ward 4: Sun., 6/7 – 10 a.m.–2  p.m. 
• Ward 5: Sat., 6/13 – 10 a.m.–2  p.m. 
• Ward 6: Sun., 6/14 – 10 a.m.–2  p.m. 

The dates are listed at www. 
masknb.com. Additional dates may 
be announced based on supplies. 

Donate Convalescent 
Plasma 

Southcoast Health enrolled in the 
Convalescent Plasma Expanded 
Access program through the Mayo 
Clinic and the American Red Cross. 
We are now encouraging patients who 
have fully recovered from COVID-19 
to donate plasma through the 
American Red Cross to help current 
COVID-19 patients. 

There is evidence that people who 
have fully recovered from COVID-19 
have antibodies in their plasma that 
can attack the virus. This 
convalescent plasma is being 

HAPPS NB: cont’d on page 14
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CANCELLATIONS 
Editor’s note: Businesses in Massac -

hu setts are being allowed to open in 
phases. Large gatherings, however are 
still not allowed. 

We will use our Happenings pages 
to give people ways to pass the time 
while they are hunkered down at 
home, and to inform you of smaller 
events that are still scheduled.  

Watershed Ride 
Reg Discount 

The Buzzards Bay Watershed Ride 
provides one of the most scenic 
coastal cycling courses in all of New 
England, and it returns for its 14th 
year on Sunday, Oct. 4. Cyclists of all 
ages and abilities can sign up now to 
bike 35, 75 or 100 miles at the 
Buzzards Bay Watershed Ride by 
visiting www.savebuzzardsbay.org/ 
ride. Participants who sign up 
before Monday, June 1 will save $10 
on the registration, too. 

The Watershed Ride is a fun 
community event that supports a 
great cause: clean water in Buzzards 
Bay. More than 300 cyclists partici -
pate in the  ride each year, pedaling 
through 11 coastal communities and 
passing more than 3,300 acres of 
conservation land protected by the 
Buzzards Bay Coalition and other 
conservation organizations.  

Starting in Little Compton, R.I., the 
100-mile route travels past coastal 
farms and villages, picking up the 75-
mile riders at Horseneck Beach State 
Reservation in Westport and the 35-
mile riders at idyllic East Over Farm 
in Rochester. All three route options 
finish together at a waterfront 
celebration in Woods Hole on Cape 
Cod, complete with cheering sup -
porters, a hot dinner, beer and wine 
bar, live music and complimentary 
massages.  

Each rider raises a minimum of 
$300, and prizes go to riders and 
teams that raise the highest totals.  

To register visit www. 
savebuzzardsbay.org/ride. 

Jigsaw Puzzle 
Online 

Enjoy a free, virtual jigsaw puzzles 
at https://www.stagesoffreedom.org/ 
forum/youth-teens/virtual-jigsaw-
puzzles. You can also create your  

own virtual puzzle using your own 
photo. 

Virutal Coloring 
Books 

Libraries, archives, and other 
cultural institutions around the world 
are sharing free coloring sheets and 
books based on materials in their 
collections. Please download, print, 
and share your favorites! 

Visit http://library.nyam.org/ 
colorourcollections/?mc_cid=9fb6124 
222&mc_eid=0de76ea781 A great 
activity for children and adults. 

Gooseberry Neck 
History 

A little history to distract you  
from the present 

The Bell School Bugle, Published 
by the Westport Historical Society 
For the Duration of Social Distancing/ 
Self Isolaton/Quarantine. We welcome 
your contributions to The Bell School 
Bugle. You can share your own 
memories or old photos by sending 
them to westporthistory@ 
westporthistory.net. 

Gooseberry: “A neck of land that 
lyeth a joyning to the south side of 
the Horseneck in Darthmouth 
containing 74 acres of land and ponds 
and land commonly coled and known 
by ye name of Goosebery neck and ye 
south end there of by the name of 
poynt peril, layd out to Christopher 
Gifford March the 6 day 1707.” 

William Almy, Jr. was interviewed 
by Mary Giles on October 25, 1975. He 
spoke to her at length about his 
family’s long history in Westport, 
along with his career in horse 
breeding. 

“I can tell you quite a few things 
about Gooseberry Neck.  I used to, 
when I was a very young boy, drive 
with my mother in a meadowbrush 
cart. There was a bar, which went 
from East Beach to Gooseberry Neck 
and at very low tide it would be 
exposed...” 

To listen to the interview, visit 
https://wpthistory.org/2014/07/ 
william-almy-jr/ 

Free Produce 
The Acushnet Coungil on Aging, in 

conjunction with the school 
department, is proudly offering free 

produce for ACUSHNET seniors and 
families with school age children. 
Alternating Thursdays (rain or 
shine), 9 a.m. (please do NOT arrive 
early), at Acushnet Sr. Ctr., 59 1/2 So. 
Main St., Acushnet. Thurs., 6/4, 6/18, 
Acushnet School Families; Thurs., 
5/28, 6/11, 6/25, Acushnet seniors 60+ 

Limited supplies available, one box 
per family. Contactless pickup, masks 
required. Proof of resident required. 
Proof of income eligibility NOT 
required, but this program is 
intended for those in need. 

Extra Food Benefits 
The Shah Family Foundation and 

Project Bread in collaboration with 
the Massachusetts Department of 
Transitional Assistance (DTA) and 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (DESE)  
launched an outreach campaign to 
ensure families know about extra 
food benefits available to them 
through Pandemic EBT, or P-EBT. 
The campaign includes a comprehen -
sive website,  www.MAP-EBT.org, and 
PSAs featuring First Lady Lauren 
Baker and Wally the Green Monster 
that showcase how the funds can be 
used.  

The new www.map-ebt-org website 
includes resources and a toolkit for 
others to help support participation 
in Massachusetts’ P-EBT program. 
The one-stop site provides families 
with information on how to access 
benefits, and local stakeholders with 
information to share with the families 
they serve. The online resources 
include instructions for families to 
activate their benefits, and a toolkit 
for retailers to use to help 
communicate the program. The 
outreach materials can be 
customized for each partner to use 
with their own communities and 
networks.  

Since the beginning of this public 
health crisis, the weekly average 
number of Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) 
applications received has increased 
by nearly 400%. DTA and DESE, along 
with Project Bread and the Shah 
Family Foundation, continue to work 
collaboratively to ensure all efforts to 
promote food security for families 
and children are made available to 
every community across the 
Commonwealth.  

HAPPENINGS/OTHER LATITUDES



By Beth David 
Editor 

Town employees in both Acushnet 
and Fairhaven have been working 
partly from home and partly on site 
during the COVID-19 restrictions. 
Both town halls are closed to the 
public, but all departments are 
serving the public as well as they can. 

‘We’re open for business, but 
unfortunately closed to the public,” 
said Fairhaven Town Administrator 
Mark Rees. 

“Offices are open right now,” said 
Acushnet Selectboard Chairperson 
Roger Cabral. “Call and someone will 
answer. They’ll find a way to serve 
you and get it done.” 

Both towns are also trying to map 
out ways to conduct business with 
the public in person and continue to 
maintain physical distancing, such as 
keeping people at least six feet apart, 
regulate the use of face coverings, 
and keep everything sanitized. 

Mr. Rees said Fairhaven is getting 
ready to be open in phase 2, when the 
governor announces it. He said they 
are installing plexiglass  at public 
counters, will have hand sanitizers 

available for everyone to use, and will 
have markings on the floor to space 
people out.  

Meetings in Fairhaven do have 
public hearings and input by the 
public via call-in conference call or 
Zoom.  

Enhanced cleaning includes daily 
sanitization at town hall. 

“We’re blessed with a very 
excellent custodial staff in town,” said 
Mr. Rees.  

He also said that so far, he has not 
heard of any town employee testing 
positive for the virus. 

“We’ve had a couple of exposures, 
but no positive tests,” he said, adding 
that employees, especially first 
responders, have been vigilant about 
following proper protocols with 
personal protective equipment. 

He said anyone who needs to 
conduct town business should visit 
the website or call the office they 
need to find out the best way to get 
the services they need. 

Mr. Rees said the town is striving 
to be ready to open on June 8 if the 
governor gives the word. 
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Recipe of the Week
Refreshing Watermelon 

Lemonade Slush 

1 cup cubed seeded watermelon 
1 1/4 cups water 
3 tablespoons sweetened 

strawberry lemonade drink mix 
 

Place the watermelon pieces 
onto a plastic-wrapped baking 
sheet, and freeze until solid, about 
45 minutes. 

Place the frozen watermelon, 
water, and strawberry lemonade 
drink mix in a blender; blend until 
slushy. 

From allrecipes.com 

To share a recipe  
with your neighbors 

Mail to 166 Dogwood St.,  
Fairhaven, MA 02719;  

fax to 508-991-5580; email to 
neighbnews@comcast.net  

(Email preferred)

Towns hope to open to public soon

HEATING OIL & DIESEL

$1.38 

Gal

Price may 
change

We strive to maintain our competitive reputation  
by reducing costs

24-Hour Service
Over 15 years’ 

 experience

508-996-8042 • 126 MacArthur Drive 
New Bedford, MA 02740

www.luzofuel.com

TOWNS: cont’d to page 21
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Roofing Contractor
40 years in the 

business 
Detailed workmaship 
Attentive, personal 

service 
Certified Owens 

Corning Preferred 
Contractor

Marc A. Gadbois • 508-992-0226

MA Const. Sup. Lic. # 003000 
MA Home Imp. Lic. #127675

EPA Lead Safe Certified 
Fully Insured

Offering extended warranties available only through 
an Owens Corning Certified Preferred Roofing 

Contractor

Materials Supplied by ABC Supply Company

St. Anthony of New 
Bedford Federal  

Credit Union 

Your Community Credit Union

1743 Acushnet Ave., New Bedford, MA 02746 
www.stantcu.com • 508-996-5492

THANK 
YOU! 

From the bottom of our hearts to all 
the health care workers and first responders 

for all you are doing in this fight  
against this deadly virus. 

You are the true 
HEROES 

in this battle.

My name is Mike Ristuccia and I am a 
candidate for the Board of Health. As a means of 
introduction for those who do not know me, I am a long 
time resident in this Town, possess an innate desire to 
help others through Public Administrtion and am 
sincerely concerned about the financial future of this 
Town. I served the Town as a Board of Public Works 
Commissioner for a period of six years and was elected as 
Chairman for more than half of my tenure. 

If elected, I plan to use the skills I learned while on the 
BPW to ensure that our residents are well served by the 
Board of Health both operationally and fiscally.

PAID FOR BY MIKE RISTUCCIA

MAC’S SODA BAR 
&CUSTOM CATERING

116 Sconticut Neck Road • Fairhaven 

508-992-8615
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS 

May 28th to 31st 
• Corned Beef and Cabbage 

• Fish Cake & Beans 
• Chicken Parmesan 

• Shepherd’s Pie 
• Roasted Chicken Dinner 

• Steak Tips 
• Pam Seared Fish 

OPEN FOR TAKE-OUT SERVICE ONLY: 
Thurs. •  Noon to 8 p.m. 

Fri. & Sat. • 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Sun.: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (except 5/24, see above) 

The dining room will be closed until the ban is lifted.

We are still offering complete,  
inexpensive  family meals on Thursdays. 

Select from: Baked Stuffed Chicken, Chicken Parmesan, 
Pork Chops, Meat Loaf and Shepherd’s Pie. 

$9.00 plus tax



By Beth David 
Editor 

The parade had to be canceled, but 
that does not mean that the 
ceremony and rituals of remembering 
the fallen had to be canceled. The 
Town of Fairhaven still placed flags 
on the graves of veterans at town 
cemeteries, raised the big flag at the 
high school, and held a ceremony. 
The activities were recorded by the 
Cable Access depart ment and is 
available on demand on the town’s 
YouTube channel via a link at 
www.FairhavenTV.com. 

The video begins at the town’s 
Veterans Memorial at the corner of 
Middle Street and Route 6. Fairhaven 
Veterans Agent Brad Fish begins by 
explaining that this year’s activities 
will be different without a parade. He 
then read the names of the Fairhaven 
veterans who died this year. 

Several members of the parade 
committee joined the ceremony. Flags 
were arranged in several places, as 
they have been at Riverside Cemetery 
in the past, to represent the 
Fairhaven residents who were killed 
in various conflicts starting with the 
Revolution. 

“I’d just like to say there’s a lot of 
fear around now, especially among 
our veterans,” said George H. 
Brownell, SSG at Arms, VFW 2892 
Fairhaven Post. “If you’re sitting 
home now or in a nursing home or 
assisted living, I’d like to offer you a 
salute and show you that we’re 

thinking about you every  
single day and you will 
never be forgotten.” 

Then he called the 
group to attention and 
saluted the veterans he 
hoped would be 
watching. 

Wayne Oliveira, 
speaking on behalf of the 
Fairhaven Village Militia, 
which always takes part 
in the parade, and often 
fires muskets or the 
traveling cannon during 
the parade and at the 
ceremony at Riverside 
Cemetery, offered a 
“special remembrance” for FVM 
Commander Ellsworth (Ellie) 
Sylvaria, who died suddenly in March.  

Mr. Oliveira thanked Mr. Sylvaria 
for his years of service to the militia. 

“When you heard the large cannon 
roar at the Riverside Cemetery, that 
was one of Ellie’s responsibilities, and 
he took a lot of pride in doing that,” 
said Mr. Oliveira. “We also want to 
thank him for his education, 
promoting history throughout the 
town as a re-enacter. We thank him 
and we remember him during these 
special times.” 

Selectboard chairperson Charles 
K. Murphy, Sr., also spoke, taking on 
the traditional role of reading General 
Logan’s Order, which created the 
memorial day holiday, first called 
“Dedication Day” in 1868, after the 

Civil War ended in 
1865. 

Mr. Murphy re -
called his father, 
who was a 
veteran.  

“I want to make 
sure we remem -
ber all the 
veterans who 
have passed on 
this Memorial 
Day,” said Mr. 
Murphy. 

In the order, 
Gen. Logan desig -
nates the day “for 
the purpose of 
strewing flowers 
or otherwise 
decorat ing the 
graves of com -
rades who died in 
defense of their 

country during the late rebellion, and 
whose bodies now lie in almost every 
city, village, and hamlet churchyard 
in the land.” 

The order does not designate 
specific services, but asks for “fitting 
services and testimonials of respect.” 

Town Administrator Mark Rees 
spoke from a different location, first 
acknowledging that “we are all living 
in some very difficult times.” 

He said a lot of things had to be 
changed because of the COVID-19 
emergency, including the parade. 

‘I enjoyed walking with the 
selectmen and other town officials in 
that parade on an annual basis,” said 
Mr. Rees. “Mainly because it gave us 
an opportunity to recognize the 
service and valor of our veterans, 
particularly those from Fairhaven.” 

He recalled his Uncle Dan who was 
killed in WWII in Iwo Jima, saying that 
although he obviously never met him, 
Memorial Day is an opportunity to 
“reflect on his life.”  

“But I just want to remember him 
and his sacrifices that he gave to his 
country, as well as the sacrifices of all 
veterans and their families as a result 
of ... protecting our country and the 
life and liberties that we enjoy,” said 
Mr. Rees.  

As is tradition, the Fairhaven High 
School senior class president, Abigail 
Bernardo, read the Gettysburg 
Address, which was given while the 
Civil War was still raging.  

“Now we are engaged in a great 
civil war, testing whether that nation, 
or any nation so conceived, and so 
dedicated, can long endure. We are 
met on a great battle field of that war. 
We have come to dedicate a portion 
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MEM DAY: cont’d next page

Remembering on Memorial Day, without a parade

TOP L-R: George H. Brownell, SSG at Arms, VFW 2892 Fairhaven 
Post, and U.S. Army Veteran John Medeiros pose for the local free 
sheet at the Fairhaven Veterans Memorial on 5/14/20 after the town 
recorded a ceremony to commemorate Memorial Day on 5/25/20, 
because the parade and other traditional ceremonies had to be 
canceled due to the COVID-19 restrictions. ABOVE L-R: Jim Martin, 
John Medeiros, Wayne Oliveira and Bill Kligel fold the flag after the 
ceremony. Photos by Beth David.
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of it, as a final resting place for those 
who died here, that the nation might 
live. This we may, in all propriety do. 
But, in a larger sense, we can not 
dedicate — we can not consecrate — 
we can not hallow, this ground — The 
brave men, living and dead, who 
struggled here, have hallowed it, far 
above our poor power to add or 
detract. The world will little note, nor 
long remember what we say here; 
while it can never forget what they 
did here,” reads the address, 
although there are different versions.  

Mr. Fish also read the proclamation 
from Massachusetts Governor 
Charlie Baker designating 5/25/20 as 
Memorial Day.  

“It is appropriate that all Massa -
chu setts citizens remember the 
bravery of those who gave their lives, 
so that their sacrifice and service is a 

reminder of the 
cost of our free -
dom,” read Mr. 
Fish.  

Mr. Fish also 
read a Memorial 
Day prayer; Fair -
haven High School 
student Alex 
Dasneves played 
taps while the 
video showed the 
big flag being 
raised at the high 
school. 

Fairhaven Fire 
Chief Timothy 
Francis also spoke, saying that it was 
sad that there would be not parade. 

“And you people are the real 
heroes,” said Chief Francis. “I’m 
honored to know and have many of 

you as friends . I know here in 
the fire service we have some 
veterans on the department 
with us. And even though we 
respond to emergency calls to 
all the people in town, you are 
the real heroes and my 
thoughts and my prayers are 
with all of you.” 

Although no one spoke from 
the police department, officers, 
wearing masks, are shown by 
their cruisers with the lights on 
in the video. 

Several other town officials 
made remarks, including, 
Firefighter Mark Mattessich; 
Assistant to the Town 
Administrator Vicki Oliveira; 
Harbormaster Timothy Cox; 
Town Clerk Carolyn Hurley.  

The video includes footage 
from last year’s parade.  

After the recording of his 
portion of the ceremony, Mr. 
Murphy said there was no 
choice but to cancel the public 
events, due to the pandemic. 
But, he said, it was important to 
pay tribute to veterans. 

“What a difficult time,” said 
Mr. Murphy. “Even though we 
can’t have a parade, we can still 
have some unity about 
Memorial Day.” 

After the recording was over, 
Mr. Brownell had a word for the 
many veterans who are in 
nursing homes. He said people 
should find a way to connect 
with them, and as soon as it is 

allowed, people should visit them. 
As for wearing a mask, or the red, 

white and blue face covering he was 
wearing, he said: “Anything that 
saves one life stateside is worth the 
effort.” 

The City of New Bedford also held 
services that were not open to the 
public. The videos are available for 
viewing on the city’s Facebook page 
and on the city’s Cable Access 
Facebook page, “New Bedford Cable 
Network.” The Fishermen’s Memorial 
Service from Seamen’s Bethel is also 
available for viewing on FB. Both 
videos will be available on the city’s 
cable network page (http:// 
173.9.65.75/CablecastPublicSite/? 
channel=1), but had not been 
uploaded by press time.  

In Acushnet, the Fire Department 
lit up the red, white and blue lights on 
Ladder One and kept them on all day 
and night. The fire department also 
posted a video on Facebook of Brian 
Shanbrun playing taps at the 
Acushnet 9/11 Memorial. 

The state of Massachusetts also 
held virtual ceremonies, that are 
available for viewing at https://www. 
mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-
memorial-day-2020 

To read General Logan’s orders in 
full, visit the US Dept. of Veterans 
Affairs National Cemetery Adminis -
tra tion website. at https://www.cem. 
va.gov/history/memdayorder.asp 

To read the full Gettysburg 
Address, visit the Our Documents 
initiative, a cooperative effort among 
National History Day, The National 
Archives and Records Administra -
tion, and USA Freedom Corps. at 
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/ 
doc.php?flash=false&doc=36&page= 
transcript

MEM DAY: cont’d from previous page

TOP: The service flags of the five branches, (L-R) 
United States Air Force, US Army, US Marine 
Corps, US Coast Guard, US Navy, fly in the breeze 
at the Fairhaven Veterans Memorial on 5/14/20 
when the town recorded a ceremony to 
commemorate Memorial Day on 5/25/20, because 
the parade and other traditional ceremonies had to 
be canceled due to the COVID-19 restrictions. 
ABOVE: Fairhaven Selectboard Chairperson 
Charles K. Murphy, Sr., reads General Logan’s 
Order. Photos by Beth David.
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Amid ongoing concern about COVID-19 
(coronavirus), we want to communicate our business 
continuity plans to ensure that our employees and 
customers can conduct business in a safe and 
effective manner. 

A&A Auto will continue to be open throughout the 
COVID-19 situation until we have announced 
otherwise. Our staff have guidelines they have to 
follow, such as using gloves to handle your vehicles in 
our service department, and sanitizing the vehicles 
on our lot that are for sale, pre and post test drives. 
We are monitoring our staff and sanitizing our 
establishment consistently for your health and safety. 

We would also like to offer FREE PICK-UP AND 
DROP-OFF SERVICE for our local area, for the peace-

of-mind of our loyal customers. This service is for 
anything and everything you need for your vehicle, 
including oil changes and inspection stickers. 
Nothing is too big or too small. 

We realize that some customers are in need of auto 
services, and we also understand that we need to be 
responsible as a community in order to fight this 
unfortunate situation that we are facing regarding 
COVID-19. 

So please give Alex a call at 508-509-2292 for any 
service you need, and we will pick up your vehicle, 
service it, and return it to you, without you having to 
leave the safety of your home. It is our privilege to 
serve you, and we wish the best of health to you and 
your families.

Free pick-up and drop-off service

HOURS: Mon.–Fri., 8 a.m.–7 p.m. • Sat., 8 a.m.–2 p.m. 
196 Huttleston Ave. • Fairhaven, MA • 508-509-2292

��

stamps) and WIC benefits (for 
infants). The state has seen a 
significant increase in applications 
for food programs, and food banks 
across the state have seen demand 
skyrocket. 

The new program will also help 
local farmers and the fishing 
community.  

The state is also ramping up 
testing by increasing testing sites, 
and sending out a call for bids to 
institute mobile testing sites. The 
governor said the state currently can 
conduct 30,000 tests per day and has 
250 testing sites statewide. The state 

will be testing 45,000 per day by July 
and 75,00 by December.  

For a list of businesses allowed to 
open in phase one, general guidelines 
and other information, visit https:// 
www.mass .gov/doc/reopening -
m a s s a c h u s e t t s - m a y - 1 8 -
2020/download 

For industry specific guidelines, 
including workplace protocols, 
sample posters, and a checklist, visit 
h t t p s : / / w w w. m a s s . g o v / i n f o -
details/reopening-massachusetts 

For the new “Safer-at-Home-
Advisory,” visit https://www.mass. 
gov/news/safer-at-home-advisory 

Cases update 
According to the state’s website, as 

of Tuesday, 5/26/20, Massachusetts 
has 93,693 confirmed cases of COVID-
19; 545,481 individuals have been 
tested; 6,473 confirmed deaths; 57 
deaths reported on Tues day, 5/26, 
and 422 new cases. 

Across the country, there are 
1,662,414 confirmed cases, with 
24,958 new cases on Tuesday, 5/26; 
98,261 deaths, with 592 new deaths 
reported on Tuesday, according to 
the CDC (Centers for Disease Control) 
website. 

COVID: cont’d from page 3

evaluated as a treatment for patients 
with serious or immediately life-
threatening COVID-19 infections, or 
those judged by a healthcare 
provider to be at high risk of 
progression to severe or life-
threatening disease. 

You may qualify to donate plasma 
for coronavirus patients if you meet 
specific convalescent plasma and 
regular blood donation eligibility 
requirements. 

If you’re fully recovered from a new 

coronavirus infection and meet the 
above criteria, please fill out the 
Donor Eligibility Form (https://www. 
r e d c r o s s b l o o d . o r g / d o n a t e -
blood/dlp/plasma-donations-from-
r e c o v e r e d - c o v i d - 1 9 -
patients.html#donorform). A Red 
Cross representative will follow up 
with prospective candidates to 
confirm eligibility. 

Visit Southcoast.org/covid19 for 
more information about our response 
to this public health crisis. 

HAPPS NB: cont’d from page 8

Patriotism consists  

not in waving the flag,  

but in striving that  

our country shall be 

righteous as well as  

strong. 
James Bryce
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Kitchens • Baths • Roofing • Siding 
Gutters • Windows & Decks 

WHEN YOU DEMAND THE FINEST  
AT A SENSIBLE PRICE 

Complete Home Remodeling • Free Written Estimates 
Ross Cottrell

508-999-1598 Office 
508-984-1799 Fax

360 Main Street 
Fairhaven, MA 02719

cbgcinc@gmail.com • www.cottrellbrosinc.com

Year round maintenance 
Seasonal plantings and decorations 

Headstone cleaning 

Reasonable Rates 
Call 774-365-7968 for appointment

John & Lori Sharples 
We will treat your family as our own

Makes a great family gift

J & L

Support local journalism 
No one does local like a local newspaper. And it does not 

get more local than the Neighb News. Any small amount will 
help. Just clip the coupon and send check or money order to 
Fairhaven Neighborhood News, 166 Dogwood St., Fairhaven, MA 
02719. Ask for a bumper sticker that says “I Support the Neighb 
News.” And thank you for reading the little paper with a big voice. 

Name: _________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________ 

Do you want to receive the paper by email?    Y  N

21 Berdon Way (Job Lot plaza) • Fairhaven 
Mon.–Sat., 9 a.m.–8 p.m. • Sun., 10 a.m.–8 p.m. (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

www.dorothycox.com • 508-996-2465 • 774-678-0713 (Wareham)

We are open! Call it in, 
we�ll take it out to you.

You can still enjoy all your Dorothy Cox’s 
favorites. Just call it in and we will take it  
your car; or you can get it delivered through 
gotchew.co. Offering kits for fun at home, 
including: chocolate pretzel kit, peeps kit,  
bag of butterflies, flowers.
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By Pattie Pacella 
Neighb News Correspondent 

The Acushnet Selectboard met on 
Tuesday, 3/29/20, via Zoom. The 
meeting was not open to the public 
and there were no public hearings. It 
ran live on channel 18 and is available 
on the town’s YouTube channel. 

Town Administrator Julie Hebert 
reviewed the COVID19 updates and 
stated she has begun department 
head meetings to review the planning 
stages of opening up Town Hall to the 
public. She stated that currently 
there is one person at a time in the 
offices and moving forward they are 
trying to come up with the best 
practices to keep both the residents, 
and staff safe. The plan is to bring 
back all Town Hall employees in early 
June.  

Board member David Desroches 
specifically asked about the Depart -
ment of Public Works and what their 
plan was to return to work. Mr. 
Desroches stated they are considered 
“essential employees” and there 
should be a plan to bring them all 
back together. As of right now there 
are two teams that work on opposite 

weeks  
In other business, the board 

discussed the Fire Department’s 
vacation rollover concerns.  

Ms. Hebert stated that Fire Chief 
Kevin Gallagher had proposed a one-
week carryover and a one-week 
buyback for employees who had 
more than the allowed to rollover 
time. Ms. Hebert stated it was a total 
of six employees that would be 
carrying over one week vacation and 
three that would be asking for a one 
week buyback at a cost of $1459.00 to 
the Town.  

The Selectboard voted to approve 
he one-week rollover and the one-
week buyback.  

Selectboard chairperson Roger 
Cabral stated that after reviewing the 
“other list” of employees who were 
requesting unique situations, that he 
again wanted to be sensitive to 
COVID19, however, he noted that 
employees did have up to eight 
months to take a vacation before 
COVID19 occurred.  

He said that Ms. Hebert has been 
doing two jobs since September and 
he would be more likely to accom -

modate a request by her.  
Mr. Desroches noted that in Ms. 

Hebert’s contract it read that she 
could receive up to two weeks 
buyback on her unused vacation.  

“Oh,” Mr. Cabral said. “You can get 
two weeks buyout per your 
contract?”  

Ms. Hebert said, “Yes.”  
“Then I take back everything I 

said,” said Mr. Cabral chuckling. “Use 
it or lose,” he said. “With a smile.”  

Both Mr. Desroches and board 
member Kevin Gaspar agreed that 
they did not want to discuss any 
other possible “unique situations” 
among employees. 

Mr. Desroches reminded the boar 
that they all agreed at the last 
meeting to allow “business as usual” 
with the up-to-one-week rollover of 
unused vacation. 

“That is the decision of the board,” 
he said.  

Mr. Gaspar agreed: “I get it, there 
are different circumstances. But we 
all agreed last week and I stand by 
supporting that decision.”  

In other business, the Selectboard 

Acushnet Selectboard

“WE GO WHERE THE PROBLEM TREES GROW”
•  TREE REMOVAL •  LOT CLEARING 
•  AERIAL BUCKET TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE 
•  FIREWOOD 
•  PRUNING OF LARGE HISTORICAL TREES 
•  YEAR ROUND SERVICE

SPECIALISTS IN LARGE DIFFICULT TREE REMOVAL

Free Estimates 

508-993-3588 
Fairhaven

Fairhaven Lumber Co. 
508-993-2611 

120 Alden Road • Fairhaven, MA

• Full Service Computerized 
Kitchen Planning 
• Free In-Home 

Measurement Service

• Fine Cabinetry in as Little 
as 3 Days 

• Custom Cabinets & 
Countertops

Kitchens To Fit Your 
Lifestyle & Budget

Visit Our Showroom

Eric Sylvia

774-849-0425 
Licensed Electrician for 24 Years • Lic: 13901A

Commercial & Residential • MA/RI/CT 
Upgrades • Repairs 

Emergency Calls • New Installation 
Renovation & Re-models • Service Calls

Sylvia Electric — Powerful Service

ACUSH: cont’d next page
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Fairhaven Center for Business 
65 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719 

508-997-8515 
www.VieiraIns.com

Auto • Home 
Business

Competitive Insurance  
Rates for

Call or stop by for a  
review and quote 

Local and national  
companies represented

Vieira Insurance Agency

ACUSH: cont’d from previous page

508-994-9971  |  www.southernmass.com

Fairhaven | Fall River | New Bedford

Visit our website today: southernmass.com

Southern Mass Credit Union makes banking 
simple and secure. Use our Mobile App or 
Online Banking to conveniently pay bills, 
transfer funds, and manage your accounts.

With our Mobile App, you can deposit checks 
from your smartphone!

had Conservation Agent Merilee Kelly 
at their meeting to discuss the storm -
water by-law changes that are on the 
upcoming Town Meeting warrant.  

Mr. Gaspar shared his frustrations 
with the board and Ms. Kelly on the 
by-law. He said he had been in 
contact with the Environmental 
Protection Agency, which advised 
him that the Town of Acushnet has 
been out of compliance on storm-
water issues since 2003. 

Mr. Gaspar said he has not seen 
any public hearings scheduled to 
discuss the new by-law with residents, 
which is mandatory prior to going to 
a vote at Town Meeting. He also said 
there has been no formal or informal 
discussions by the Planning Board or 
Conservation Board before the 
Selectboard.  

Ms. Kelly stated that it was the EPA 

which stated the by-law had to be 
updated as far as the language was 
concerned. She said that she has put 
some information about the added 
language with last year’s census 
mailing to residents, and has tried to 
inform the public.  

“I don’t think this is something that 
we should’ve waited until the last 
minute,” Mr. Gaspar said. 

He agreed it is a by-law that has to 
move forward but he said he did not 
agree with it not going through the 
proper channels. 

“I’m concerned about paying an 
employee and them not doing their 
job,” he said.  

Ms. Kelly stated that the EPA had 
been to town and did an audit on the 
by-law and found there was language 
that had to be stated in it. She said 
that is why they are moving it 

forward.  
Mr. Gaspar suggested a list should 

be implemented so that all appropriate 
departments sign off on any by-law 
changes and that by-law changes 
need to go before the Selectboard for 
discussion and approval. 

The Selectboard agreed that the 
by-law move forward to Town 
Meeting, and Ms. Kelly said there 
would be a Public Hearing posted for 
discussion from residents.  

The Selectboard will meet again to 
continue to review Town Meeting 
articles on Tuesday, May 26, 2020. 

Pine Grove Chiropractic 
Personalized Healthcare 

Dr. Carol Duphily 
Massage Therapists on staff 

508-998-8444 
934 Ashley Boulevard • New Bedford 
Like on Facebook:  /pinegrovechiro

Moby Dick Marina

2 River Ave. • Fairhaven • 508-994-1133 • www.mobydickmarina.com

Boat Slips 
Available: 

$88/foot 
We haveWiFi
Arion Anezis 
John Zolotas

Summer is 
Right Around 
the Corner. 

Are you 
ready?

Don’t forget to tell our 

advertisers you saw their 

ads in the Neighb News!
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General Contractor
Licensed General Contractor  

for 40 years 
 
 

Our Services Include All Aspects  
of Your Interior/Exterior 

Remodeling Needs 

Marc A. Gadbois • 508-992-0226

MA Const. Sup. Lic. # 003000 
MA Home Imp. Lic. #127675

EPA Lead Safe Certified 
Fully Insured

Materials Supplied by ABC Supply Company

By Beth David 
Editor 

Rose Dutra’s Hair Biz in Fairhaven 
is just about ready to celebrate 40 
years in business. But there won’t be 
any big get-togethers, thanks to 
COVID-19 and the resulting restric -
tions. The business has, however, 
been allowed to re-open and she’s 
hopeful that it will be open for the 
June milestone.  

The business was ordered closed 
in March by Gov. Charlie Baker, along 
with almost all businesses in Massa -
chu setts. Hair salons were allowed to 
open on Monday, 5/25, but with a 
boatload of restrictions and 
regulations in place. 

“It’s overwhelming and exhaust -
ing,” said Ms. Dutra, who got 
emotional as she described the 
experience as being so different from 
what she had worked for decades to 
build up in her place. “It was so 
impersonal. Everything is such a 
change.” 

On Facebook she posted an 
apology to her customers for the 
impersonal service. 

“Wait outside, wash your hands first 

thing, don’t touch 
this, don’t touch 
that, wear a mask, 
no beverages, no 
socializing while 
processing (have 
to socially 
distance, go 
outside to take 
the mask off and 
get air) pay and 
get out! Spray, 
wipe down 
everything! Thank 
you thank you all! 
It will get easier! 
First day 
success!” 

By phone the 
next day, Ms. 
Dutra said it was 
“such a change” 
from what her 
business was just a few weeks ago.  

“Not to mention you’re afraid of 
catching the stupid COVID, after 
we’ve been sheltering in place for two 
months,” she said. 

The clients were good, though, 
nobody gave her a hard time, the 

were all compliant. But it all took a lot 
of time, getting set up in the first 
place, and taking care of each client.  

They even have to pay while being 
serviced. One person takes the 
payment, while the stylist works on 

Hair salons are open, but it’s a different experience

Rose Dutra, owner of Hair Biz in the Walmart plaza in Fairhaven 
stands by the door of her salon with the sign noting that walk-ins are 
not longer allowed, on 5/26/20, the second day that Hair Salons 
were allowed to open under the Phase 1 re-opening guidelines 
announced by Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker last week. 
Photo by Glenn C. Silva. 

HAIR BIZ: cont’d next page
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Reliable, quality services at prices to satisfy. 

Call Ron: 774-451-4521 
Email: ronslawns.rr@gmail.com

Now accepting new clients for  
weekly or bi-weekly mowing. 

DEDICATED TO A JOB WELL DONE! 
Which is why I’ve earned my excellent reputation  

that I’m very proud of.

Proudly serving Greater New Bedford for 40+ years 
Cyclone: a name you can trust.

508-995-8816 • Anthony David • 508-400-4494 
833 Mt. Pleasant St. • New Bedford • www.CycloneCleaning.com

WE CAN DISINFECT 
YOUR WORKPLACE 

LOCALLY AND INDEPENDENTLY OWNED

Re-opening your business? 
Call Cyclone to clean and disinfect 

We provide a variety of cleaning/disinfecting 
services, including wiping of high-touch areas, 

and misting/fogging. 
Call Anthony for a free estimate: 508-400-4494

Uniformed crew in company vans. 
Also specialists in smoke and water damage. 

Visit www.CycloneCleaning.com 
to learn about our services.

HAIR BIZ: cont’d from previous page
the hair.  

“It’s just horrible,” she said. “I hate 
doing business like that.” 

She misses the short time she had 
with her clients as they paid and 
lingered a bit on their way out the 
door. She misses seeing the clients 
visit with each other while they are 
waiting, and chatting with each other 
under the dryer. 

“There’s no interaction like that,” 
she said. “It’s just business.” 

Then there’s the social distancing 
inside the salon. She’s at half 
capacity, and she’s not sure the 
business will be able to survive that. 

“It’s going to be tough. I don’t know 
yet. We’ll have to see what the 
numbers do,” she said. 

She is, however, booked solid.  
The landlord, though, made it clear 

from the start they he would not be 
giving any breaks on the rent. 

The first day back was also 

physically exhausting, she said. After 
all, she’s been off for about 30 days, 
and notes that she’s 63 years old. And 
it all came after a “crazy” week trying 
to get the salon ready for customers 
with all the restrictions. She said she 
did not expect salons to be included 
in the first phase. 

Still... 
“Everybody was happy, everybody 

was compliant,” she said, thanking her 
clients for being so accommodating. 

LEFT: Angela Massa of Hair Biz in Fairhaven takes care of Ginger Daniels, one of the lucky clients to get in on 5/26/20, the second day 
that Hair Salons were allowed to open under the Phase 1 re-opening guidelines announced by Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker 
last week. RIGHT: Masks, gloves and hand sanitizer greet clients as they walk through the door at Hair Biz in Fairhaven on 5/26/20. 
Photos by Glenn C. Silva.
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Public Hearings/ Legal Notices 
NOTE: All legal notices are available on the Neighb News website, www.NeighbNews.com, under the “Legal Notices” tab on the top of the main page. Legal ads are also 

available at http://masspublicnotices.org, search under “Fairhaven Neighborhood News”

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
Fairhaven Planning Board 

NOTICE OF CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING 
Tuesday, June 2, 2020, at 7:00 pm  

Banquet Room, Town Hall, 40 Center Street  
Fairhaven, Massachusetts  

Notice is hereby given that the Fairhaven Planning 
Board will conduct a Continued Public Hearing at 7:00 
P.M. on Tuesday June 2, 2020, in the Town Hall, 40 
Center Street, Fairhaven, MA. The originally scheduled 
continued public hearing on March 24, 2020 could not 
take place as the Planning Board Meeting was 
cancelled due to the Coronavirus situation. The 
Planning Board Meeting will be conducted remotely 
for the public.To Join the Meeting from home, Log 
on to: 

https://zoom.us/j/97214180369?pwd= 
OVBmQkVmVUZieGYzV2JBMVJjZWcwQT09 

or Telephone 1-929-205-6099; 
Meeting ID: 972 1418 0369; Password: 307844  

•  The purpose of the hearing will be to receive 
information and public comment on the following 
Special Permit application: 1) 2019-15: Bridge Street 
Mazda. The applicant, Carapace LLC, is requesting 
approval through the Special Permit review process 
to construct an approximately 14,000 square foot 
commercial building for an auto dealership with fifty-
four (54) parking spaces and associated 

infrastructure, stormwater control and landscaping. 
The location is 250 Bridge Street, Map 36, Lot 15.    

A copy of the application is on file for public review 
at the Planning Board Office, Town Hall from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.To schedule an 
appointment to review the application call the Planning 
Department at (508) 979-4082, Ext. 9. Much of the file 
can be viewed at the Planning Board webpage on 
Current Projects Under Review: https://www.fairhaven-
ma.gov/planning-board/pages/current-permits-being-
reviewed-special-permits-definitive-subdivisions  

 John Farrell, Chairman, Fairhaven Planning Board 
FNN: 5/21/20, 5/28/20 

Acushnet  
Zoning Board of Appeals 
The Zoning Board of Appeals is hereby giving 

notice that a meeting will be held by the Board on 
Tuesday, June 9th, 2020 at 6:30 P.M. in the Town Hall 
Meeting Room located at 122 Main Street.   

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
1. Case #2020.01.21A A continuation on the case of 

Garrett Soucy, of 5 Williams Street, Acushnet, who is 
petitioning for a Special Permit to be able to turn 
renovations or additions of his dwelling into an 
accessory apartment. This request is being made 
under the provisions of Section 3.3.1 “B” (1) and 
Section 3.4 “B”: Accessory Apartments. 

2. Case #2020.03.24A A case of Richard Bonville, of 71 
Quaker Lane, Acushnet, who is petitioning for a 
Special Permit to be able to convert a portion of his 
existing dwelling into an accessory apartment. This 
request is being made under the provisions of 
Section 3.3.1 “B” (1) and Section 3.4 “B”: Accessory 
Apartments. 

3. Case #2020.03.24B A case of Derek Sweet, of 51 
Gammons Road, Acushnet, who is petitioning for a 
Variance for the minimum setback requirements for a 
detached garage. This request is being made under 
the provisions of Article VIII Section 3.3.1 “E” (3). 

4. Case #2020.03.24C  A case of Jennifer Melo, of 367 
Middle Road, Acushnet who is petitioning for a 
Special Permit to convert a single family dwelling into 
a two-family dwelling. This request is being made 
under the provisions of Section 3.3.1 “B” (6). 

5. Case #2020.03.24D A case of Alfred Lemieux, of 17 
Hathaway Road, Acushnet who is petitioning for a 
Special Permit to be able to maintain his existing 
welding shop located at his address. A Special Permit 
was approved on July 19th, 1983 but never filed with 
the Registry of Deeds so a new Special Permit will 
need to be granted. The request is being made under 
the provisions of Section 3.3.1 “B” (13): Light 
Manufacturing.  

***Plans are available for Public view in the Town 
Clerk’s office during their normal business hours.**** 

FNN, 5/28/20, 6/4/20

Lenny Fleurent  
& Sons 

Masonry Contractors 
508-996-0861 • 774-271-4556 (cell):  

Over 55 years’ experience

SPECIALISTS in steps and chimneys 
Jobs big or small — we do them all! 

Cement Floors • Cement Driveways 
Chimneys • Stone Walls • Patios & Steps 

Sidewalks & Aprons • Fireplaces
Insured • Residential • Town Approved • Lic. # 013997

From our Readers
Dumpers Have No Respect 

In these unusual times, when all 
the world is pulling together, coping 
and trying to make the best of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this is also the 
time all the losers and low-life people 
come out from under their rocks and 
dirty places where they’ve been 
hiding and make their presence 
known more than usual. They could 
be our friends, neighbors, seemingly 
good, church-going people, but they 
have this dark side that doesn’t mind 
trashing their own public property as 
long as they don’t have to look at it. 
They have no respect for themselves, 
basically, so how could they possibly 
have respect or their own 
environment. They are the DUMPERS. 

In the 24 years the Town of 
Fairhaven has owned the Little Bay 
Conservation area, I’ve seen just 

about anything and everything 
dumped there, but the latest is a new 
one. Some CREEP cut up a big boat 
trailer in pieces and spread them 
across the west side of the LBCA 
parking lot, hoping, I’m guessing, the 
new spring plant growth would cover 
it all up, so no one would notice, at 
least for a while.  

These dumpers are like cats, they 
s—t and then they have to cover it up! 
It all comes naturally to them. 

I’m counting on Divine Retribution  
to put these people in their rightful 
places, which is not where the regular 
folks go, but hey, these DUMPERS 
have no consciences, so they have no 
feelings, and they’ll all to on 
DUMPING till they get old and die and 
good luck to them after that!!! 

Sallie Johnson, Fairhaven 

The Coronavirus and 
China’s Role 

First of all, I don’t intend to 
minimize the seriousness of its 
impact, but now with the passage of 
time we can assess the nature of it, 
and who is most vulnerable to it, and 
China’s role in concealing its 
infectious nature and its deadly 
effects particularly among the aged 
who are sick in particular. 

There is one other very important 
fact the Chinese knew about this back 
in December. They silenced all their 
scientists who tried to warn the 
world. The World Health Organiza -
tion, which is a puppet of China, went 
along with it. 

This being said, there is a far more 
sinister side to this in the province of 

LETTERS: cont’d to page 22

Wayne 
Electric & Alarms 

508-997-5600   508-758-3068 
www.walarms.com

24-Hour UL-Listed Monitoring Service 
Security Systems • Fire Alarms 

Closed Circuit Television • Card Access 

Serving Bristol & Plymouth Counties for over 35 years
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NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS

No one does local like a local 
news paper. And it does not get 
more local than the Neighb 
News. We cover events right 
here in your back yard. 

And although our 
advertisers are crucial to 
keeping us publishing, we also 

need reader support to keep us 
afloat. Please consider 
supporting us with a donation. 
Any small amount will help. 

Visit us at 
www.NeighbNews.com and 
scroll to the bottom for the 
“donate” button.

Support local journalism

 *= Predicted minus tides from -0.1 ft. to -1.0 ft 
**Predicted minus tides from -1.1 ft to -2.0 ft or more

TIDE TABLE 
US Army Corps of Engineers, Cape Cod 

Canal/Wing’s Neck

Friday 29 0140 1416 0701 1930
Saturday 30 0237 1511 0810 2045
Sunday 31 0334 1611 0911 2156

HIGH                 LOW 
a.m.  p.m.    a.m.  p.m.

May 
2020

Monday 1 0437 1713 1010* 2312
Tuesday 2 0541 1810 1111* ----
Wednesday 3 0635 1859 0019* 1207*

HIGH                 LOW 
a.m.  p.m.    a.m.  p.m.

June 
2020

In any case, they will follow 
whatever precautions the guidelines 
call for. 

“For the safety of our residents, as 
well as our employees,” said Mr. Rees. 

In Acushnet, there have been at 
least two firefighters test positive for 
the virus, but both recovered. 

Town hall is staffed, but employees 
are on a staggered schedule.  

Mr. Cabral said the board has seen 
plans by the Council on Aging and the 
library to open. He said no decision 
has been made to either one the 
public. 

The town will try to set create a 
walk-up window at town hall, to allow 
people to get business done in person 
without going into the building. 
Building Inspector/Facilities Manager 
James Marot is working on that, said 
Mr. Cabral.  

The Department of Public Works is 
still on a split schedule, with one half 
of the employees working one week, 
and then the other half working a 

week, a schedule Mr. Cabral did not 
want, but got out-voted on by the 
other board members. 

“There’s plenty for them to do,” 
said Mr. Cabral. “We really need to get 
them back to work.” 

The town has not held any public 
hearings since the shut down, but the 
board has just approved the Zoning 
Board of Appeals to hold a hearing, 
he said. The town will make sure that 
people attending will be able to stay 
physically apart. 

He said the town will not hold any 
hearings that they think will draw too 
many people to a room.  

“It’s complicated. We’re breaking 
new ground here,” said Mr. Cabral. 
“Hopefully we’re near the end of it, or 
closer to the end than the beginning.” 

He said he has been pleasantly 
surprised at how well the Zoom meet -
ings work, and how good they look on 
TV. 

“I’’m ready for normal, though, let 
me tell ya,” he said. “I’m ready for 
normal.”

TOWNS: cont’d from page 10

FAIRHAVEN ALARM SYSTEM, SINCE 1976 
Burglar, Fire and Camera Systems. 

Ask about our low rate on U.L 24-hour alarm 
monitoring and FREE MONITORING. 

Replace your old alarm system with a new 
system for as little as $299 Complete 

FREE ESTIMATE: 508-992-7633 

HOUSE CLEANING 
Experienced cleaner, $15/hour 

Call 508-991-1104 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN: 
28 years’ experience. Lic. #13901A. 

Small jobs preferred. Old houses a specialty. 
Generator hook-ups. Eric, 774-849-0425. 

CAR FOR SALE 2014 Chevy Cruze, 
116K miles. One owner. $6,000. 

Call 508-400-4494. 

FARM FRESH EGGS 
$3.00 per dozen. Call 508-993-9443. 

4/16 Please leave message. 4/16 

YARD WORK: Hedge & tree trimming, 
brush removal, clean-outs, painting. 

6/18  Call Les, 508-264-5182.  6/18 

RAY THE PLUMBER: Professsional 
plumbing and heating service you can afford. 
License # 16266. Call 508-958-0925.   ongoing 

SELLING SOMETHING? NEED TO PROMOTE 
YOUR SMALL BUSINESS? Place a classified 
ad! Only $7 for three lines, $1 each additional 
line. Call Beth at 508-979-5593. 

FIREARMS SAFETY COURSE State approved 
for Mass. license to carry firearms or FID card. 
Call Phil Lacerda, 508-989-6093.  ongoin 

FIND ’EM 
BAD CHECK • REPO • JUDGEMENT 

(Atty. Disc.) 
Ted Silva Investigations 

http://www.TSInvestigations.net  

KW POWER WASH 
Think Spring! Vinyl siding cleaning since 1985. 

4/9  Call 774-263-2597.  4/9 

ALL PHASES OF CARPENTRY Roofs, decks, 
sid ing. Small jobs, big jobs. Free estimates. Call 
Dave, 508-971-0929.  5/21 

ALL IN PERSON MEETINGS 
HAVE BEEN CANCELED 

No in-person attendance is allowed by 
the public during the COVID-19 crisis. 

The information on how to join 
remotely is listed on the agendas. 
Most meetings also run live on the 
government access channel, and 

Fairhaven meetings are livestreamed 
at FairhavenTV.com 

Fairhaven Meetings 
Board of Appeals 

Tues., 6/2, Town Hall, 6 p.m. 
Board of Public Works 
Mon., 6/1, Arsene St., 6 p.m. 

Conservation Commission 
Mon., 6/1, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

ELECTION 
Mon., 6/8, Polls open 10 a.m.–8 p.m. 

Planning Board 
Tues., 6/2, Town Hall, 7 p.m. 

School Committee 
Wed., 6/3, 6:30 p.m. 

Selectboard 
Thurs., 5/28, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
Thurs., 6/11, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

Town Meeting 
TM has been postponed to June 27. 

Acushnet Meetings 
Board of Appeals 

Tue., 6/9, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
ELECTION 

Election has been posponed to 6/27 
Housing Authority 

Wed., 5/27, Nate Gomes Ctr., 9 a.m. 
PJ Keating Meeting 

Tues., 6/9, Senior Ctr, 6 p.m. 
Selectboard 

Tues., 6/2, Town Hall, 5 p.m. 
Town Meeting 

TM has been postponed to June 22. 
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Wuhan where it originated. China 
stopped all domestic flights into and 
out of Wuhan but permitted all 
international flights from it, thereby 
speeding it throughout the world. I 
believe this was a conscious decision 
on China’s behalf. 

Trump gave the states authority to 
make decisions on how to deal with 
the coronavirus. Now consider New 
York Governor Cuomo was crying  for 
help. Hew was pleading for mor 
ventilators, PPE gear, hospital beds. 
Trump delivered all these and more. 
What did he do? Instead of isolating 
these coronavirus patients, he put 
them back in nursing homes infecting 
others causing the death of thousands. 

In many of the red states, 
Republican governors, using sensible 
precautions, have begun opening 
their economies. In most, infections 
and deaths have gone down. 

Here are a few observations and 
opinions I have. First if you are in a 
store or confined space, wear a mask. 
If you are out in the open you don’t 
need it. I walk the bike path a lot. I see 
a lot of people wearing masks. What 
do they think? Breathing the air will 
infect you? 

Safe to say I think it’s symbolic of 
the way much of this country has 
become. We have become too 
dependent on the government. Like 
sheep, no longer the self reliant, clear 
thinking people we once were. The 
Democrats love this. Their goal is 
power and control. 

We know this virus affects mostly 
the elderly. The elderly who are sick 
in particular. The young have very 
little risk, you may get it and not even 
know it. 

Work gives people a sense of 
purpose and direction. To dole out 
money with no regard for 
consequences will lead to rampant 
inflation. Hospitals, doctor and detail 
offices need to reopen. People need 
medical procedures, examinations, 
elective surgery. 

You can’t hide from it. It’s too 
infectious. Do what you can with 
sensible precautions. Protect the 

elderly. Children need to return to 
school. I don’t believe there is any 
substitute for classroom learning. 

Most of all, pray for deliverance. I 
believe this is God’s way to show us 
that we are dependent upon Him. It’s 
by His grace we have what we have. 

John Pond, Fairhaven 

Arts and cultural groups 
will light New Bedford’s 

path forward 
We write as a unified group of 

leaders from downtown New Bedford’s 
organizations devoted to art, history, 
and culture located in the Seaport 
Cultural District. Since the beginning 
of this crisis, our primary thoughts 
have been centered on our commu -
nity as we face this pandemic together. 
With unwavering concern for the 
well-being of our employees and our 
visitors, we closed our doors and 
suspended public in-person events in 
March. The health of our people and 
of this community came first. 

We are in the business of connect -
ing the community. Taken together, 
our programs, events, and exhibits 
are designed to create connections, 
foster deeper relationships, and 
enhance understanding. We hold a 
deep love for this city. Each of our 
organization’s purpose plays a role in 
lifting our creative core, celebrating 
our rich heritage, and helping our 
neighbors share their stories. We not 
only gather people together; we 
strengthen their bond with New 
Bedford. 

In the eye of this storm, we have 
been working with agility and swift -
ness to pivot our offerings to virtual 
platforms and find new ways to 
engage our community. We remain 
vibrant and vital sources for learning, 
inspiration, and reflection. 

In addition to being the heart and 
soul of the community, collectively 
our organizations infuse New Bedford 
with more than $29M annually in 
economic impact. We employ hundreds 
of citizens, hire countless contractors, 
and attract tens of thousands of 
people to the city each year. We are 

an economic engine and we will drive 
a diligent effort to bring New Bedford 
back. We are proud to assume our 
responsibility in reigniting the flame 
and know that our shared economic 
vitality is instrumental to our long-
term resurgence 

Eagerly awaiting the day that we 
open the city back up, we fervently 
accept our role in helping revitalize 
New Bedford’s future. The days, 
weeks, and years ahead are likely to 
bring numerous financial hardships 
and economic challenges, but we are 
invigorated knowing that our 
organizations will light the path —
emotionally, creatively, and financially. 

This letter was signed by 14 
members of the community. They 
include: Lee Blake, President, New 
Bedford Historical Society; Amanda 
McMullen, President & CEO, New 
Bedford Whaling Museum; Keri Cox, 
Board President, 3rd EyE Youth 
Empowerment; Lindsay Mi , Executive 
Director, Massachusetts Design Art & 
Technology Institute (DATMA); 
Rosemary Gill, Executive Director, 
Zeiterion Performing Arts Center; 
Ashley Occhino, Executive Director, 
New Bedford Art Museum/ArtWorks!; 
Laura Orleans, Executive Director, New 
Bedford Fishing Heritage Center; Lee 
Heald, Director, AHA! New Bedford; 
Dave Prentiss, President and CEO, New 
Bedford Symphony Orchestra; 
Lawrence Jenkins, Dean of the College 
of Visual & Performing Arts, University 
of Massachusetts, Dartmouth; Dawn E. 
Salerno, Executive Director, Rotch-
Jones-Duff House & Garden Museum; 
Margo Saulnier, Creative Strategist, 
New Bedford Creative; Jennifer Smith, 
Superintendent, New Bedford Whaling 
National Historical Park; Fred Toomey, 
President, New Bedford Port Society.

LETTERS: cont’d from page 20

Quality Remodeling & Finish Work • Kitchens • Bathrooms • Decks 
All Types of Interior & Exterior Remodeling • Fully Insured

508-992-6622 
OVER 35 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE 
Fairhaven, MA

MA H.I.C. Reg. #125134 • MA Const. Sup. Lic #007769 • EPA Lead-Safe Cert.

Who Makes the Magic? 
A Nikommo Island Tale With Bedtime Version 

By Beth David 
Available for Nook; and for Kindle and other ebook formats  

on Amazon.com Only $1.49
A Christmas tale of magic on a small island. Written for adults, but suitable for 
all ages. (Approx. 9,600 words; bedtime version, 2570 words.) For links to all 
Beth David’s books and stories visit www.Zorena.com

You’ll never find a 

better sparring partner 

than adversity. 
Golda Meir
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Septic System Install & Repair 
Water Main-Water Service 
Sewer Excavation Repair 

Roof Drains — Catch Basins

Foundation Excavating 
Building Demolition 

Concrete Coring 
Site Work — Stumping – Grinding 

Trucking Rental & Deliveries — Loam, Gravel, Stone 
Low Bed Service — Dump Trailer Services 
Rock, Stump & Brush Removal & Disposal 

Stone Driveways 
Dumpster Rental Disposal Service: 15 • 20 • 30 • 40 Yard 

Tree Service 
Bucket Truck • Chipper Service 

Single Trees to Complex Lot Clearing

Free 
Estimates

Lic. &  
Insured

arneexcavating@comcast.net 
340 Converse Rd., Marion, MA 02738125 Sconticut Neck Road, Fairhaven • 508-996-9212 

www.BaysideLoungeFhvn.com

Kitchen Open till 10 p.m. 
Full menu available for pick-up 

or delivery ONLY. 
Call us at 508-996-9212 for pick-up, or 

use DoorDash.com, GotChew.co, or 
GrubHub.com for delivery. 

Fish & Chips • Seafood Specials 
Burgers • Soups & Salads • Appetizers 

Thin Crust Pizza: Build Your Own 
Specialty Pizzas: The Baysider (linguica, onion, 

peppers), The Necker (scallops, shrimp and 
bacon with white sauce) And MORE 

Clamboil • Chicken or Shrimp Mozambique 
Steak Tips • Lobster Roll • Scallop Roll 

BBQ Chicken Wrap • Steak & Cheese Wrap 
Fish Sandwich • Tuna Melt • Linguica Sandwich 
KIDS MENU (all $5): Hot Dog with Tots, Grilled 

Cheese with Tots, Fried Tenders with Fries

We Welcome You To Visit Our Fairhaven Office Located At: 
43 Center Street, Fairhaven, MA 02719 | 888.491.9993 | howeallen.com

Rare waterfront home located in the Priest Cove 
neighborhood of Fairhaven. This renovated home features 
abundant light, private sandy beach and a very large lot. The 
first floor features kitchen with granite countertops, dining 
room with sliders to composite deck and sun shade, one full 
bathroom, two bedrooms, a laundry room and a very large 
living room. The second floor features two more bedrooms 
and another full bath. Master bedroom features balcony with 
sensational ocean views and on a clear night the lighthouse 
from Martha's Vineyard is visible. The home is cooled with 
efficient mini-split AC units in all bedrooms and living areas. 
Outside the home is a very large and cleared parcel of land, a 
shed for additional storage and a mooring just a short 
distance from the private sandy beach. This home offers the 
convenience of walking distance to beautiful Fairhaven 
Center and the uniqueness and privacy of your own beach.

                               11 Turner Avenue  |  Priest Cove, Fairhaven  |  $724,000

For further information on this property or to schedule a showing, please contact our listing agents, Howe Allen or Kevin Mitchell. 
Mobile: Howe, 857.222.3214, Kevin, 774.992.4172| Email: howe@howeallen.com, kevin@howeallen.com



  
Town of Fairhaven 

Community Resilience Building 

 
 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE PREPAREDNESS & ADAPTATION 

WEBINAR, REPORT, AND SURVEY  
AVAILABLE THROUGH MAY 31, 2020 

 
Fairhaven is among many towns on the front lines of climate change. With nearly 30 miles of shoreline, our community 
is particularly vulnerable to sea level rise, increased flooding, and more severe storms. Increasing temperatures, 
extended heat waves, and changing precipitation patterns will bring additional impacts and challenges to Fairhaven.  

Last year, the Town of Fairhaven received a Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness 
(MVP) Planning Grant from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs to begin addressing climate change impacts on Fairhaven’s 
infrastructure, residents, and environment. The completion of this process will result 
in Fairhaven’s certification as an MVP Community and provide access to additional 
state funding for climate preparedness and adaptation. 

As part of its ongoing MVP planning process, the Town of Fairhaven is now seeking 
community input on the Summary of Findings resulting from a Community Resilience 
Building Workshop held in January 2020. This participatory, stakeholder-driven 
workshop included the identification and prioritization of specific community actions 
for Fairhaven to pursue in reducing risk and building resilience to climate change.  

This web-based engagement effort includes a summary webinar presentation, a copy 
of the final report, and an online survey to record your comments and feedback.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have questions or difficulty in accessing these materials, please contact Whitney McClees, Town of Fairhaven 
Conservation Agent and Sustainability Coordinator, at wmcclees@fairhaven-ma.gov or (508) 979-4023, ext. 128. 

Watch the webinar at: 
https://bit.ly/MVPWebinar 

 
Review the report at: 

https://www.fairhaven-ma.gov/mvp-program 
 

Take the survey at: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/fairhaven-mvp 


